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Forthcoming 

Friday 29 November - SCHOOL CLOSED FOR TEACHER TRAINING DAY 

Friday 5 December - Year 10 Parents' Evening 

Tuesday 17 December - Ice Skating at Planet Ice Blackburn: (Years 7 /8 /9) letter being sent 

next week 

Wednesday 18 December - Trafford Centre: (Years 10 and 11) letter being sent next week 

Thursday 19 December - WICKED: (Any year group, TRIP NOW FULL) 



Headteacher's Welcome 

The past couple of weeks has seen our Presentation Evenings take place for current students 

(last Thursday) and also our Year 11 Leavers (last Tuesday). Both events were excellent and 

gave proper recognition of the achievements of those students - details and photos are 

shown later in this newsletter.  

At the second Presentation Evening, for our former Year 11 students, there was an 

opportunity to remind those students about taking the next steps in the wider world. 

Reference was made to a talk given by the former CEO of Apple, Steve Jobs, who made a 

famous speech to university graduates in 2005, giving advice based on his own work and 

experiences. This then brought another recent article to my attention, whereby a number of 

well-known and influential people were asked to recall the best advice they have ever been 

given. Their responses are varied, but all give some really interesting insights into how we 

can follow advice to continue making improvements. See below:- 

Sir Michael Caine - Actor - 'Champions and stars don't wallow in misfortune, they get up 

and get on with it.' This works for everything in life; apply for a job, apply for a course, get in 

shape, learn a skill. Keep moving and trying new things.   

Nadiya Hussain - TV Cook - 'Anger is often more harmful than the injury that caused it.' My 

Year 8 teacher told us this - he made us realise how destructive anger can be, making 

situations worse and distracting from the problem that needs solving. 

Sir Mo Farah - Olympic athlete - 'Be willing to adapt'. It's something my Mum has said to me 

since I was a kid back home in Somalia. As I got older, it made so much sense - be open to 

new cultures, new languages, new ideas. Don't expect everything to stay the same. 

Whatever environment you are thrown into, don't judge and be open minded. There's so 

much you can achieve, if you are open to it.  

Russell T Davies - TV Screenwriter - 'Hold the line'. My friend said it to me 23 years ago and 

I've followed it since. Never give up, despite being dealt blows and rejections - always hold 

the line.  

Sir Paul Smith - Fashion designer - 'Keep your feet on the ground'. We're on the earth for 

such a short time that health, love and friendship are most important - it's about getting up 

in the morning, loving life and being optimistic. 

Whatever advice we wish to follow, our standard school focus on Ambition / Resilience / 

Kindness continues to hold firm, and it has been fantastic in recent weeks to see so many 

students engage with the weekly ARK awards on Thursday afternoons. Details will continue 

to be promoted on a regular basis in this newsletter and we hope that as many students as 

possible can continue to get that recognition.  



Thanks again for your continued support as we move towards the latter stages of this half 

term, and please do not hesitate to contact me directly if you have any queries or questions 

about any aspect of our school. 

Jonathan Wilton, Headteacher  

Email: wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

Presentation Evening - Year 11 Leavers 

We were delighted to welcome back students and families from the class of 2024 for a 

prizegiving event, where GCSE certificates were presented alongside awards for outstanding 

attainment, attitude to learning, attendance and contributions to school life. The prizes were 

distributed by Ms Walkden, Mrs Rooks and Mrs Turbill, who had all been involved in the 

students' pastoral support, and best wishes from school governors were conveyed by vice 

chair Neil Scruton. A particular highlight of the evening was the Elton Jazz Band's 

performance, featuring returning members Hannah Rigby and Heidi Aspinall alongside 

current students and staff. Good luck to all our 2024 leavers - keep in touch! 

Ms Warden, Deputy Headteacher 

Email: wardens@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

 

Achievement Awards - Presentation Evening 

An invited audience of students and parents came into school last week for our Presentation 

Evening, featuring awards for students in years 8-11. The prizes were for excellent 

attainment, attitudes to learning and contributions to school life. The guest speaker, author 

Marie Basting, gave an inspiring speech about the inspirational qualities of BMX riders which 

helped her to success.  Entertainment was provided by the Elton Jazz Band and year 11 

clarinettist Eliza Armstrong. 

Ms Warden, Deputy Headteacher 

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
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College Application Deadlines 

Parents please be aware that deadlines for both Bury College and Holy Cross College are fast 

approaching. Please encourage your child to complete their application if they have not 

already done so to give them the best chance of securing a place on their preferred course. 

There are college application drop-in sessions on Wednesday after school and Thursday 

lunchtime in the Product Design room for those that would like a little extra support or to 

answer any college related questions. 

• Bury College priority deadline - Monday 25th November 2024 

• Holy Cross priority deadline - Monday 2nd December 2024 



Mr Meighan, PE Department / Post 16 Leader 

Email: meighank@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

Hate Crime Ambassadors 

On Monday 11th November representatives from the Hate Crime Ambassador group and 

Student Council were privileged to attend the launch event of ‘KFOR and Kosovo+25’ a 

collection of 50 photographs produced by photojournalist, Nick Sidle.  The display, at the 

Fusiliers Museum until June 2025 provides a unique insight into the work of the 

peacekeepers but also highlights the human stories of the people of Kosovo. 

Miss Helme, Assistant Headteacher 

Email: helmev@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  
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Year 11 Update 

Year 11 have made a fantastic start to their mock exams and impressed the invigilation team 

with their hardworking attitude and excellent behaviour. The timetable for the second week 

of exams is below. 

 

We have brought the planned mock results day forward to Thursday 6th December to allow 

students to have their outcomes before the Christmas holidays. Any queries about mock 

exams should be directed to wardens@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

STUDY TIP: 

With Physics and Biology exams coming up next week, students will find it useful to use the 

Revision Wizard and the Study and test Yourself features on Educake, shown in the 

screenshot below: 

mailto:wardens@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

Mock Interviews 

On Friday 8th November, over 175 of our Year 11s had a mock interview as part of their 

college applications process. For the vast majority, this was their first experience of a formal 

face to face interview with somebody they didn`t know. We are very grateful to the 13 

interviewers who kindly gave up their time to help with this very valuable experience for our 

Year 11s. The day was a resounding success. The interviewers, who came from a variety of 

different employment backgrounds including education, engineering, law, business and IT 

were very effusive and complimentary in their praise of our students who all conducted 

themselves in an exemplary manner on the day. In addition to receiving verbal feedback on 

the day about their performance they will also receive a copy of the written notes from their 

interviewer. Some of the many positive comments include: 

"Confident, chatty and very self aware. Clear on career goals and determined to achieve 

them. Happy, friendly and very positive." 

"A pleasure to interview and so engaging throughout. Provided detailed answers, very self 

aware and ambitious. Excellent body language and eye contact. Well done!" 

"A really good interview, she is obviously very passionate about the subjects she enjoys which 

is lovely to see. Polite, friendly and very engaged." 

"Very confident, gave good answers to all the questions and has obviously prepped for 

interview. Very polite. A very good interview, well done!" 

"Very clear and detailed responses to the questions. Confident answers and has plans for the 

future. Great eye contact." 

"Really pleasant interview, very engaging and smiled throughout. Provided thoughtful 

and detailed answers, very self aware and ambitious." 

"Very confident and chatty. Good awareness of personal strengths, career goals and 

determined to achieve them. Very happy, friendly and positive." 

"An outstanding interview. Excellent presence, strong eye contact, warm personality and 

mature level of thinking. demonstrated a good sense of humour, real ambition and 

determination." 



"An excellent interview with a positive personal presence. Good eye contact, smiling and 

clarity of speech. Clearly a person of real potential!" 

Mr Meighan, PE Department / Post-16  

Email: meighank@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

Online Safety 

Online Parenting Courses - Family Lives  

Being a parent has never been easy. There are no manuals for it, and previous generations 

may not be able to provide the insight you're looking for. The family unit is more dispersed 

than ever, with some families existing hundreds of miles from what may be called a 'core 

unit'. The rapid pace of societal change in the UK rapidly outstrips the knowledge of the 

immediate past. The result is that many parents may find themselves lost in a maelstrom of 

contradictory advice. For adults, time has never been more compacted. Family Lives has 

produced a series of online parenting courses, to make this challenge a little easier. If 

interested please follow the link below:  

https://www.familylives.org.uk/how-we-can-help/online-parenting-courses 

Family Lives offers a confidential and free* helpline service for families in England and Wales 

(previously known as Parentline). They can be contacted on 0808 800 2222 for emotional 

support, information, advice and guidance on any aspect of parenting and family life. Their 

website is also a rich source of useful support and advice. 

(* Free from landlines and most mobiles)  

For Parents - Fortnite Updated Controls 

With the Fortnite game as popular as it ever was, it's important that parents of children who 

play the game are updated on parental controls which will assist. There are quite a few 

features within Fortnite which may appear overwhelming so Internet Matters have put 

together a fantastic web page to guide parents through all the controls/settings. 

You can find the web page HERE. 

SEND Coffee Morning 

Please see the flyer for details of the SEND coffee morning.  It would be appreciated if you 

could notify the school on senco@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk with 'SEND Coffee Morning' as the 

subject if you plan to attend, so we can have an idea of numbers. 

Mrs Leighton, SENDCO 

https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkUGL2zAQhX-NfSk20lh25IMOLW2g5_6AIEtjWxtbUjXSmvz7kmwCpSz0ON978xje6BgvXu-orvpNT66hHBLOKfhMTUzBFpNd8LVVVvTjxGpU_NSxE-u6EWrctdsuFjf3jul2cVbBIDrJhByHl3qHvBdMyr4TT7YjkV7wkm8R1QeaUtDWaMpPS0IKJRn8dJ_wd0H_Ib5QmR5pP-7Tt3_CPlNWpUcAA9gbOyPD0QxmZMMw6V4aI3rLa6eAgeCcCTb0Q8daYAhTd5r5DMJKzSvBrm_T3pKecSk6WecX58msIWzUmtCWa72pNedIVfe1gnMF5-M42lnvbrvdW6M2pKUt1wrOaziaAxujfbPiFis4B785j03UCX12fmlMKImQ6ld_hN5iutiwa-fVf09JKq9hjxS8rQTDLQe_umVtp5JuLZn14UHjokOfH8ULAC65kLIml5-_EKeeM9lDndUvl_HLz-8VdH_hdwV_AgAA__-w48tp
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=c201335396&e=705ece49be
mailto:senco@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
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The Island Tea & Coffee Co. Christmas Coffee Competition 

Y10 Business students were asked to create a new design for The Island Tea & Coffee Co. 

Christmas Blend, infusing single source Arabica beans with warm and aromatic Cinnamon 

tones to make the perfect cup of Christmas coffee.  

A premium coffee sold through Morrisons Stores, Delicatessens, at Winchester Christmas 

Market and enjoyed every year by many businesses and loved at home.  

A panel of five judges, made up of various department heads including Sales, Marketing and 

Directors, used a weighted tiering system, based on their personal top 3 entrants to pick a 

winner. 

Congratulations to Laceyanne Croke, Year 10!  Your design came out on top overall, with 

the judges particularly liking the additional sketches that showed how you progressed your 

design from initial concept to final version.  Laceyanne's design will feature on The Island Tea 

& Coffee's Christmas 2024 label - Set to launch November 4th. 

mailto:leightonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

Computing Club 

For the past three weeks, the students have been creating the "Hit Me" game using physical 

computing. The students have created stands/holders for the Microbit and programmed the 

Microbit so that when it is hit by a paper ball, the score goes up by one. The highest score 

was 50 by Ethan Berry, Tommy Guest, Madison Hedley-Nuttall and Ciaran Hutchinson. 



Mrs Bajwa, Computing Department 

Email: bajwam@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  
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Geography Department 

Well done to all students who took part in the Elton High School annual Geography Pumpkin 

carving competition, we had some fantastic entries.  

Well done to our winners:  

1st place – Lucy Butterworth, Holly Thomas and Myah Cooper Rostron 

2nd place – Emily Pars 

3rd place – Grace West  



 

 



 

 



 

Guest speakers for Year 11   

Last week, Year 11 Geography students had a fantastic opportunity of having four Nigerian 

guest speakers to support their understanding of their Nigeria case study. Students were 

incredibly engaged and prepared excellent questions for the guests. The students were 

fantastic ambassadors for Elton High School showing kindness to our guests, as well as 

ambition through being intrigued to learn more about Nigeria.  

 

History Department 

Miss Ryder would like to congratulate her Year 8 students for their fantastic homework 

projects about the life of Henry VIII and his wives - they are amazing! 



 

 



 

 



 

Year 7 History 1066: Who Should be King? 

Year 7 have been finding out about the events of 1066 and three men who all thought they 

should be King of England.  For their homework, they designed a poster to support the 

man they thought deserved the role.  Here are just a few of the excellent pieces of work that 

they produced. 

Miss Ryder, Head of History 

Email: ryderh@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  
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PE Department 

Last week, our Year 9 girls' football team played in The Bury Schools football tournament. In 

their section they played against Tottington and won 3-0. Goal scorers were Amelia Rowe 

and Poppy Powell. Against Woodhey they won 2-0. Goal scorers were Amelia Rowe and 

Poppy Powell and then against The Derby whom they beat 1-0 goal scorer Poppy Powell.  

This was an excellent achievement and well done to all players.  



 

Our Year 7 girls' rugby team also recently played in the Bury Schools Rugby Competition at 

Sedgley Park RUFC.  They played against Tottington, Hazelwood, Parrenthorn and Philips 

High, performing superbly. They won all their matches bar one (which was a 0 -0 draw.)  

Pippa Shaw scored 11 tries and was the highest try scorer of the competition.  We finished 

the competition as winners, so are now champions of Bury 2024!  

Rugby is becoming a strong sport for our school, teaching rugby in years 7, 8 & 9 and having 

close links with Sedgley Park RUFC. The Head Coach from Sedgley coaches our girls teams on 

Thursdays after school and Mr Vickers coaches the boys teams - the standard of rugby is 

becoming impressive!  

 

 



 

Cross country club started on Friday, to help prepare students the upcoming Bury Schools 

Cross Country Championships at the end of November.  PE lessons for the next two weeks 

will focus on cross country training to increase students fitness levels. We will choose our 

team to participate in the competition from the students with the best times running our 

course.  (Please bring a plastic bag to take your muddy kit home!). 

 

 

Girls' Football Training 

Monday : Years 9, 10, 11 until 4:10pm 

Thursday : Years 7 & 8 until 4:10pm 



Girls' fixtures November to Christmas  - Girls' practice every week until Christmas - All 

Players Welcome, you must have full Elton PE kit, Boots and Shin Pads. 

Year 10 / 11 Football  

Our Year 10/11 football team played in The Bury Schools’ Cup against Woodhey.  It was a 

challenging match, Katie Lavery scored, then we had a penalty with Amy Heap putting it in 

the back of the net, then Emma Sullivan scored and Amy Heap again!  Unfortunately, despite 

all the great goals, it wasn’t quite enough and Woodhey went through to the next round.  

Well done to all of the team, it was lovely to see you playing 11 aside football. Thank you 

also to all our supporters for coming along to watch on what turned out to be a very cold 

night!  

 

Year 10 Netball  

Our Year 10 netball team went to Philips High School to play against Woodhey, St Gabriel’s 

and Bury Church. All students were a real credit to our school and they had some excellent 

games! They beat Woodhey 15-6, had a close game against Bury Church, but unfortunately 

lost 3-5 and were beaten by a very strong St Gabriel's team losing 2-13. 

 

Our Year 8 girls' football team also played in The Bury School tournament after school and 

had a fantastic night. All girls played really well and remained undefeated. They played 



against Parrenthorn and drew 0-0, against Unsworth and won 3-0 and they had another 

draw against St Gabriel’s . They came second in their section, narrowly missing out going 

through as winners into the final. Well played to all the squad, captained by Eva Barry and a 

special thank you must go to Tabotha’s dad who managed the team! Thank you to Mr 

Thompson, Mr Greenwood and Miss Waltham for coming out on a cold night to show their 

support. It was greatly appreciated by all the girls. And a big thank you to all the parents 

who also came along to support the girls. A reminder that football training for year 7&8 has 

moved to Mondays after school. See you next week. 

Ms Jones, Acting Head of PE 

Email: jonesp@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

 

Year 8 English Schools Cup Round 2 

A tough game against Moorside School from Salford for the Year 8s in the English Schools 

Cup. Moorside caught us cold and scored 3 quick goals at the start of the 1st half.  Connor 

Carey pulled one back but Moorside scored just before half time to make it 4-1. What was 

pleasing was Elton kept battling despite missing a few of their stronger players and won the 

2nd half 1-0 with a goal through Josh Wardle to make it 4-2 overall.  

Whilst disappointed to lose the game, the team gave a good account of themselves and 

there's potential there to have a good chance in the Bury School’s Cup in the New Year.  

Player of the match: Ella Wardle.  

Mr Meighan, PE Department 

Email: meighank@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  
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Music Department 

 

Porch Box Appeal 

The porch box appeal is coming along nicely, please keep the donations coming!! 

Also an update on our ‘gofund’ account. I set our target at £300, we are currently at £120 

which is fantastic - great work Elton High! 

Mrs A Wilson, Maths Department 

Email: wilsona@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

https://gofund.me/8b0fa2ec
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Remembrance Day 

Zayna and Tarryn Dykes (Years 8 and 11) have had a busy period of Remembrance.  On 

Thursday evening they both attended the festival of Remembrance at Manchester Airport, 

on the Friday Morning they attend the Remembrance breakfast held at The Crown Veterans 

breakfast club, and on Saturday they were in Bury Town Centre with other Cadets selling 

Poppies.  On Remembrance Sunday Zayna and Tarryn then both marched with the Bury 

Detachment of The Greater Manchester and Zayna was given the honour of laying the 

wreath on behalf of the ACF.  In the afternoon Zayna took on the duties of Assistant Parade 

Marshall and was given command of the Tottington Remembrance Parade.  

Both Zayna and Tarryn can trace their military history back several generations and have 

been been involved with the Veterans community for many years.  With a recent busy period 

of Remembrance, both Zayna and Tarryn have been enthusiastic throughout the whole 

weekend tackling everything with energy.  They have represented their school in a 

positive light and to a high standard.    



 



 



 



 

Secure Locker Rentals 

 



 

Greater Manchester Alcohol Project Survey 

 



Contact Us 

The Elton High School 

Walshaw Road 

Bury, BL8 1RN 

0161 763 1434 

email: eltonhigh@bury.gov.uk 

Visit us on the web at www.eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk   

INSTAGRAM: the_elton_high_school is our new Instagram account, allowing parents to 

keep up-to-date with goings-on during and beyond the school day.  Please follow! 

The next edition of the Elton Times will be sent on Friday 29th 

November 2024 

https://eltonhigh@bury.gov.uk/
https://www.eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk/
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