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Forthcoming 

Tuesday 7 March - An Inspector Calls Year 10 / Year 11 

Wednesday 15 March - TEACHER STRIKE ACTION (further details to follow) 

Thursday 16 March - TEACHER STRIKE ACTION (further details to follow) 

Tuesday 21 March - Romeo and Juliet performance Year 7 

Thursday 23 March - Year 7 Parents' Evening 

Headteacher's Welcome 

Although this is the first newsletter of the new half term, I was in touch earlier this week about the 

strike action and further strike days are planned for just under two weeks time  - Wednesday and 

Thursday (15th/16th March). As previously, we will prioritise our Year 11 students and hopefully 

have as many of that year group in school as practically possible. I will send details about our plans 



prior to the day, but nearly all students from Years 7-10 will again have to stay off school for those 

two days.  We do appreciate your patience and support with this matter and I would again 

emphasise that this is a national issue that involves views and actions which should be respected on 

all sides.  

This current week has seen us hold a number of activities to promote reading and literacy, as part of 

World Book Day ( 2nd March). Assemblies have been led by staff outlining their own reading 

experiences, staff have held reading sessions in the library and we have had a book swap in 

which hundreds of students have participated. An interest in reading obviously provides a 

springboard to success and career opportunities, and one particular person who has pushed this 

message is the ex SAS soldier Andy McNab, who shot to fame on the back of his bestselling novel 

'Bravo Two Zero', which has also been made into a film and TV series.  

McNab had a difficult school life and has said that the system failed him - he attended nine schools 

in seven years, left with no qualifications and ended up falling into local crime and sent to a 

detention centre for young adults. While in the centre he was visited by the army recruitment 

service and that led to his application to join up. In particular, he recalls the impact of the army 

officer who spoke to McNab and his fellow inmates - "He [the officer] pointed out of the window, 

towards the barbed wire fence and the real world beyond, saying 'Out there they all think you are 

worthless. But you're not. The only reason you can't read or write is because you don't read or write. 

But from today that all changes.'"   

McNab says that this had a life changing effect on his approach to reading and learning. "From then 

on I read anything and everything I could get my hands on. Of course it took me a while to catch up 

to where I should have been, but whether it was a tabloid newspaper, a car magazine or a book, I 

just wanted to get as much knowledge as I could." He went on to work his way up through the army, 

serving in incredibly dangerous SAS missions, and was clear that the key to success was simple - 

reading and knowledge. "The main point of what I tell anyone who is willing to listen, is that the best 

soldier out there is the one with a library card."  

Hopefully some of the promotional reading activities from this week will motivate even more of our 

students to read regularly and more widely. As usual, these activities will be reported in the next 

issue of this newsletter, which is scheduled for a fortnight's time. In the meantime, many thanks for 

your continued support and please feel free to contact me directly if you have any queries or 

questions about any element of our school. 

Jonathan Wilton, Headteacher 

Email: wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

Ski Trip to Austria 

Following a 3 year COVID break we were finally able to get back to Austria for our 2023 trip. We had 

47 students from Years 8-11 and 6 staff, making the journey to the Hotel Ennstalerhof in Flachau, 

Austria. The hotel was a fantastic base for the trip and it boasted great facilities such as TV rooms, 

table tennis room, gymnasium, swimming pool and climbing wall. When we moved onto the pistes 

for some superb lessons, we had input from a team of 4 amazing ski instructors. All students, from 

beginners, to our more experienced skiers, made excellent progress throughout the week. After 

busy days on the slopes we relaxed at night using the hotel facilities and also had a couple of nights 
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to go swimming at the amazing water park Therme Armade and the exhilarating toboggan run, 'The 

Lucky Flitzer'.  

 

Here`s just a taste of what some of the students thought about the trip: 

The past week has probably been the best week of year 9 and will be a huge memory. I started off 

falling over couldn’t even stand on my two feet, the next day I could ski down a small slope. The 

progress I made was incredible and now feel comfortable skiing down a larger slope. I had so much 

fun and would definitely recommend.  The hotel we stayed in was so much fun every night we had 

something to do and was never bored. Overall I had the best time in Austria and would love to go 

again. Darcy Yr9 

  

I have really enjoyed the ski trip, as I have developed my skiing skills as it was my first time skiing on 

snow. I enjoyed it going down the huge slope, especially on the first day. The instructors were very 

helpful and kind and made us never give up. The hotel was a huge advantage to our holiday. The 

hotel staff were incredibly kind and supportive and the food was great. The activities in the hotel 

were very enjoyable, especially the pool and the climbing wall. We are definitely going again next 

year. Harry, Adam & Mac Yr 8 

  

I really enjoyed the week away in Austria, it is one of my favourite memories of high school and I 

think we went at a perfect time before exams start. Skiing for the first time was quite difficult but it 

didn’t take long to adjust to it, thanks to the instructors and the teachers support. Even 

though   Skiing  was the main activity we also tried others things such as rock climbing, the lucky 

flizter and going to a water park which made the holiday even better.  Lucy Yr11 

 

The trip to Austria was an amazing week to spend time with my friends. Skiing for me was quite 

difficult when I first started as I hadn’t skied for over three years, however the instructors were 

amazing and helped me pick it back up in no time. I also enjoyed going to the water park as there 

were great slides and a wave pool. The lucky Flitzer was also a great experience especially in the dark. 

Corey Yr11 

 

Details of next year`s trip will be coming soon.....  

Mr Meighan, PE Department 

Email: meighank@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

Feedback from the skiing instructor who hosted our school: 

I am Leon Carroll from Absolute Skiwise and I just wanted to let you know how amazing your school 

and staff were throughout the week.  The students were so nice, friendly and well mannered.  While 

there were some accidents(!) your staff pulled together to ensure the students were cared for at all 

times. I would also like to identify the party leader, Mr Meighan,  who managed the trip amazingly, 
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in dealing with many schools and party leaders your school has been outstanding.  I look forward and 

hopefully working with Elton again! 

Feedback from some of the parents: 

I would like to say a big 'thank you' to all of Elton High School who organised the Austria trip, but a 

huge thank you to the teachers that took the children to Austria - Mr Meighan, Mr Aldred, Mr 

Thompson, Miss Alexander, Ms Jones and Mrs Chapman. He came home and said its the best holiday 

he's ever had and would go again.  He had the best time with his friends and the teachers made it the 

best time for them so please send my thanks to them all.   

I just wanted to say a massive thank you to all the staff who went on the skiing trip.  I know how hard 

all the staff work during term time and the holidays are really precious and allow time to recharge 

their batteries ready for a new half term.  My son, (and I am sure all of the kids) had an amazing time. 

What an experience!!!!  I am so very grateful for all the time and effort that went into planning and 

going on the trip.  Please pass on my gratitude to all involved.  

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Year 7 Rewards Assembly 

Congratulations to all the students who received awards for achievement points, no lates, form tutor 

nominations and excellent attendance. A special mention to Alfie Evans who was awarded the 

Headteacher's Commendation Award; very well done.  

Mrs Leech, Year 7 Learning Co-ordinator 

Email: leechm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  
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Geography Department 

Trip dates  

There are lots of exciting Geography trips coming up:  

Year 8: Cadbury World trip – 28th March  

Year 10: Haigh Hall trip - 19TH April and 21st April  

Year 10: Rivers trip – 27th June and 5th July  

Eco council charity tuck shop 

A huge well done to the Eco Council for running the tuck shop at the end of last term to raise money 

for the earthquake relief in Syria and Turkey. We raised £136 which has been sent to help people 

who are living there.  Well done to Aiden Howarth for guessing the closest number of sweets in the 

jar! 

 

 



 

 

Headteacher's Award 

Huge congratulations to the following students for getting the Headteacher's Award in Geography. 

Ashton Whyatt, Lucas Craddock and Sam Graves. 



 

If you see your name/ picture or work in the Geography Elton Times, come to Mrs Moss or Miss 

Windsor to get a prize!  

Mrs Moss, Geography Department 

Email: mossm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

Languages Department 

The Elton High School will be inviting a number of Spanish boys and girls to attend classes towards 

the end of the summer term.  

A number of host families are required to participate in this year’s Language-Link programme 

commencing from around the last week of June, 2023. Our Spanish students are looking for ‘buddies’ 

of their own age, who may share similar hobbies and interests and with whom they can stay and 

accompany to The Elton High School.  

Families would be paid to accommodate students for a three week stay. British students may get the 

opportunity to travel to Spain in the future should they wish. The programme can be great fun and is 

both enriching and educational for everyone who participates. Language-Link has proved to be 

extremely successful for many years, forging many student and family friendships. 

We are currently looking for a number of caring host families for Spanish boys and girls aged 

between 11 and 16. This is a fantastic opportunity for students who are studying Spanish as this 

programme would be very beneficial to their progress in the language.  

All the Spanish students are from lovely families in Madrid, Toledo and Valencia, attend reputable 

schools in Spain and are polite, educated and well mannered. 

Interested families are encouraged to contact me at the earliest for further information regarding 

the programme. This can be via e-mail on haydn@languagelink.com or by telephone on 07836-

346290.  

Alternatively, families wishing to be considered can also email Mrs Bardsley, Head of Modern 

Foreign Languages for an application form at bardsleyr@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk.  

A SUBSTANTIAL ALLOWANCE  WILL BE PAID TO SUITABLE FAMILIES WHO PARTICIPATE.  
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Maths Department 

 

1 - Maths Challenge KS4 

 

2 - Maths Challenge KS3 

Deadline Friday 10th March 

Email armishawm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

With your solutions. Prizes available! 

PE Department 

Year 8 Netball 
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Our Year 8 netball team recently played against St. Gabriel’s and had a very successful evening! They 

won 12-8, with players’ player being awarded to Charley Peel.  Practice night 2.50-3.50pm after 

school on Monday evenings, all welcome.   

Ms Jones, PE Department 

Email: jonesp@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

 

Secondary School Wellbeing Through Sport Programme 

Miss Helme's Year 7 PE class have been selected to complete the 'Secondary School Wellbeing 

Through Sport Programme'.  This programme is funded through the NHS and aims to nurture 

positive wellbeing in young people through physical activity.   Throughout the programme the class 

will be introduced to the ‘TMH Core Life Skills’ and learn how to apply these in both sporting and 

social contexts. The ‘TMH Core Life Skills’ enable children to develop adaptive behaviours which 

empower them to deal effectively with the demands and challenges of everyday life. 

Miss Helme, Assistant Headteacher / PE Department 

Email: helmev@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  
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Year 7 and Year 8 Netball 

Our Year 7 & 8 netball teams recently played against Philips High and had an evening of success all 

round! Both teams came home with a win; Year 7 won 8-1 and Year 8 won 10-3. Well done to all 

players, especially those of you who played for us for the first time.  Players’ players were Poppy 

Powell and Kasiya Evans.  

Ms Jones, PE Department 

Email: jonesp@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  
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School Lottery 

 



School Meals - Reminder to Top-Up Frequently 

A polite reminder for parents to please top-up their children's accounts for school meals frequently.  

Unfortunately, the speed of service is being hindered by the number of students with no money on 

their account.  Students can see their balance daily when ordering food and should be able to alert 

parents when the amount is getting low - thank you.  

Mrs Simpson, Catering Manager 

Email: m.simpson@bury.gov.uk  

Job Vacancy  - Exam Invigilators £10.50 p/h 

We are advertising for invigilators to support our summer 2023 Exam Season. This role is advertised 

on a casual basis and would involve working with our excellent existing team to administer and 

supervise internal and external exams. This year's exam series will run from May 15th to June 

23rd.Full training and support will be provided. Please contact our exams officer Ms 

Cowsill cowsills@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk with any questions or expressions of interest. 

Contact Us 

The Elton High School 

Walshaw Road 

Bury, BL8 1RN 

0161 763 1434 

email: eltonhigh@bury.gov.uk 

Visit us on the web at www.eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk   

The next edition of the Elton Times will be sent on Friday 17 March 

2023 
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