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Forthcoming 

• Last day of half term Friday 17 February (School will be closed from Monday 20  - Friday 24 

February) 

• Students return to School at 08:45am on Monday 27 February 

• Teacher Strike Action - Tuesday 28 February (further details to follow) 

• World Book Week - Monday 27 February - Friday 3 March  

Headteacher's Welcome 

This year we have reinforced our work in supporting students' personal development by having 

lessons of that theme actually taught within the school timetable. This has ensured that 

all students are given the opportunity to learn about themes surrounding their own mental 

wellbeing and mental health, and this is an area  that is more important for schools than ever before. 

With Emotional Health Day approaching later this month (24th February), there have been some 

recently released reports that give very interesting conclusions about mental health in adults and 

young people. One of the main reports comes from the Study of Adult Development at Harvard 

University in the USA. That particular organisation has been collecting information from the past 80 

years, looking at case studies from different people in different countries and the focus has been 

very simple - what makes people happy?  

They have found that, across a number of countries that were studied, good health services and a 

healthy life expectancy obviously makes people more happy. They also found that having the 

freedom to make important decisions and have trust in your own government also improves 



peoples' sense of happiness. Money is also found to be important, with the leaders of the research 

saying that "we are less happy when we struggle for food, housing and security - that is clearly 

obvious." They also say that taking care of your own health, diet, exercise and sleep are important in 

promoting your own happiness.  However, the researchers have found that there is one main factor 

in making people more happy and that is our relationships with other people. The research group 

have nailed this down to one sentence - "The definition of a good life is being engaged in 

activities you care about with people you care about."  

With the researchers basing their findings on over 80 years of study, they say that the conclusions 

about the importance of having healthy relationships with others are clear. They accept that things 

have been more difficult in recent years due to Covid lockdowns, but also say that there were similar 

challenges of isolation during the Great Depression and also during World War Two. Indeed, in 

looking back to earlier decades they found the following outcomes - "We asked people what got 

them through it and everybody said something about people. Soldiers from the war said 'It was the 

people writing to me from home, and fellow soldiers being with me.' When people were asked how 

they got through the Great Depression, they were told that it was the neighbours pulling together 

and sharing what limited belongings they had." The study concludes that "If people keep a network 

of good relationships, they're more likely to weather the storms and more likely to be happy." As a 

school this is a consideration that we need to have at the centre of everything that we do - that 

young people are happiest and work best when they are in good company and have the trust of 

others.  

It has occasionally been a struggle to maintain happiness during the dark mornings and early nights 

of January and February (!), but with spring around the corner we know that the most difficult 

period of the year is behind us.  Today's newsletter gives a comprehensive update about what has 

been taking place across all departments and through our extra curricular activities in recent 

days, and it has certainly been a very busy period.   I hope that our students and families are able to 

get a good break over February half term and we appreciate your continued support. As always, if 

you have any questions or queries about any aspect of school, please do not hesitate to contact me 

through the email below. 

Jonathan Wilton, Headteacher 

Email: wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

Year 11 Update 

BOOSTER SESSIONS: The Booster timetable is shown below. All students have been given reward 

cards and can claim free snacks from the canteen if sessions are routinely attended. 
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PARENT EVENT: On March 1st, an event will be held in school to support parents with revision and 

exam preparation. Teachers from a variety of curriculum areas will provide information about the 

best ways parents and carers can support students to revise in their subjects. The event will begin at 

6pm. 

CANTEEN STUDY: From half term onwards, the canteen will remain open at the end of the day for 

year 11 students who wish to stay in school to study. Drinks and snacks will be available. 

REVISION TIPS: The Seneca Learning platform is used by several departments in school to support 

students to consolidate their learning. Parents and carers can also create accounts to link with 

students. Find out more at www.senecalearning.com 

Art Department 

GCSE intervention continues each Tuesday from 3-4pm. 

GCSE students are free to listen to their music and enjoy the cookies and hot chocolate (if there's 

any left!) whilst they get on with their GCSE coursework. It is an excellent way to get homework 

done and complete any unfinished work. Well done to our regular attenders, you'll be earning 

rewards each week! 

We also recognise the recent efforts of our Y11 students who are currently working on their exam 

project (worth 40% of their GCSE grade). Students have made a wonderful start and are producing 

excellent work - keep up the great effort!  

KS3 Updates: 

Year 7 and 8 students have just completed painting projects and some of the work handed in has 

been outstanding. We are so pleased with the quality of the paintings and the effort that has been 

put in by students!  

Year 7 have created animal portraits inspired by Carolee Clark, and Year 8 have been working on 

pattern paintings inspired by optical illusions.  Some of the best examples are shown below. 

Special mentions to: 

Evie McKee, Olivia Beresford, Eva Mihalyi, Emily Atkinson, Emily Pyott, Nathan Pawlica, Jack Roberts, 

Nathan Pavion, Ellie Calderbank, Isobella Taylor, Ella-Mae Young, Layla-Shade Hutchinson. 

http://www.senecalearning.com/


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Year 8 - Isaac Nixon, Bradley Whittle, Shona Murji, Paige Smith, Aarav Singh, Grace Berry, Maisie 

Garside, Zena Price, Lucy Weston, Faye McGinty, Lilly Commins, Ben Southworth, Luke Hall, and 

Magdalene Lam. 

 

 



 

 

Year 9 students have shown real skill in their responses to the ceramic artist Mechellen 

Bounpraseuth. Their research pages have been incredibly creative and they have started to draw 

their favourite sauce and condiment bottles in response to the artist's work. Beautiful work Year 9 - 

well done so far! 

Special mentions to: Katie Brooks, Eliza Armstrong, Ashton Whyatt, Lucas Gill, Olivia Pyott, Bonnie 

Marsh, Isabelle Prince, Isabella Woodward, Ava Cooper, Abigail Hulse, Isabella Hirst, Amy Heap and 

Jasmine Brown. 

 



 

 

 



 

Mr Thomas, Head of Art 

Email: Thomasg@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 



Young Artists' Summer Show 2023 

 



ASDAN Update 

We’ve had a busy few weeks in our ASDAN lessons for both Year 10s and 11s. A combination of trips 

and a visit from Peter Adamson (Film Director) has kept the classes on their toes.  

Firstly, the Year 11s recently had a trip to Bury College for an in-depth tour of the college. The 

students enjoyed walking around and having a look at what college life will be like for them in a few 

months’ time. They found it a somewhat scary feeling that they will be joining the college very soon. 

It bought back memories when they first started high school and how their new journey will begin 

soon.  

Following on from the trip to Bury College, the Year 10s had a day out in Bury at Hollywood Bowl. 

The aim of this was to be able to experience independent aspects of life such as transport and 

consumerism.  The students enjoyed themselves – having two games of bowling, a lovely meal and 

ending the day by playing in the arcades and cashing in their prizes. Another successful and 

memorable day! 

Lastly the Year 11s were lucky to be meet and interview Peter Adamson, a young and upcoming 

director making his way into the media industry. To break the ice the students watched two short 

films that were produced by Peter.  In between the films, students had some questions for Peter 

about his work and methods. After listening to Peter, the students realised how much time and 

effort go behind making movies and how important every minor detail is when producing and 

filming. A huge thank you to our very own Mr Adamson (French Teacher) who was able to organise 

this meet up. Yes, that’s right, Peter Adamson is Mr Adamson’s son and anyone who has seen Mr 

Adamson's amazing Art work will know how talented he is, so it’s no surprise that Peter is just as 

talented. We hope to see more of Peter’s work soon. 

Miss Patel, HLTA 

Email: patelt@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  
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Geography Update 

Geography of Sport - Year 8  

As part of the Geography of Sport unit, Y8 students have been learning about the sustainability of 

the football industry.  Students have made fantastic sustainable football stadiums.  

 

 

 

Eco School Council 

Well done to the following students for becoming the lead Eco Council rep for their form. 

Year 7 - Ellie Calderbank; Ollie Derby Irving; Emily Pyott; Layla- Shade Hutchinson; Thomas- Henry 

Mylett-Sykes; Ellie Mills; Zac Shenton; James Ryan. 



Year 8 - Bethany Kilpatrick; Carmen Calvo; Noah Morton; Jason Stuttard; Oliver Parker-Bell; Joe Platt; 

Mia Rowson; Zac McLaughlin 

Year 9 - Brattice Ward; Taylor Thew; Gracie Jacques; Lucas Craddock; Izzy Prince; Ben Chappell; Cael 

Guest 

 

Please see below the Eco Council chair and deputy chairs for year 7, 8 and 9.  

Year 7 - Chair Vicky Shaw; Deputy Chair Borys Jednaszewski 

Year 8  - Chair Lizzie Shaw; Deputy Chair Aarav Singh 

Year 9 - Chair Isabella Hirst; Deputy Chair Ray Warburton  

 

1 - Year 7 lead eco reps, chair and deputy chair 



 

2 - Year 8 lead eco reps, chair and deputy chair 

 

3 - Year 9 lead eco reps, chair and deputy chair  



 

4 - Elton High School Eco rep chairs and deputy chairs 

Dragons Den 

Year 7 have been doing a Dragons Den lesson to learn about Japan. The picture shows the winners 

and the Dragon. 

 



If you see your name/ picture or work in the Geography Elton Times, come to Miss Baron or Miss 

Windsor to get a prize!  

Miss Baron, Geography Department 

Email: baronm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

History Department 

Holocaust Memorial Day 

In order to mark last month's Holocaust Memorial Day, all Year 9 students recently took part in a 

Holocaust Education Trust activity during their lessons. Students listened to Ruth Posner's incredible 

and moving story about living in the Warsaw Ghetto as a child, and then been moved to Germany. 

Ruth also spoke about her experience of losing her parents, who were killed in Treblinka, an 

extermination camp in Poland. 

Ruth’s story included details of both Jewish and non-Jewish forms of resistance and how hope can 

be a form of resistance, even in the darkest moments just having hope that they would get through 

was a way to challenge the Nazi regime who aimed to diminish their willingness to survive. 

Students will pursue their Holocaust studies and grapple with its complexities within lessons during 

this academic year and continue to understand how it fundamentally challenged the foundations of 

key human values.  

Ruth Posner BEM (Source: Holocaust Education Trust) 

Ruth Posner BEM was born in Warsaw in 1930 and lived with her parents Anna and Marian. Ruth’s 

family saw themselves as Poles first and foremost and she attended a Catholic school. By the end of 

the Holocaust, Ruth’s parents, uncles, aunts and cousins were all killed. 

 After the Germans invaded, Ruth remembers being thrown out of her home and being sent to the 

Warsaw Ghetto. Ruth’s father arranged for her and an aunt to work in a factory making leather 

goods. It was hard, slave labour. The factory was located outside of town and helped keep Ruth away 

from the deportations from the ghetto for a time. Once a week the workers were marched to the 

town baths and on one of these occasions Ruth and her aunt escaped to the non-Jewish side. Ruth 

hid with a Catholic family but during the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising in 1943, she was taken prisoner 

and sent to Germany. She was imprisoned as a Polish Catholic as opposed to being imprisoned for 

being Jewish.  

Towards the end of the war, the Germans put Ruth on a train which ended up in the large town of 

Essen. The Allies were bombing the town and many around Ruth were killed. She hid on a local farm 

until the end of the war. After the war, Ruth came to the UK at the age of 16. She did not speak the 

language and for a while she lived in a hostel with other refugees. Despite her experiences, Ruth was 

determined to start a new life, learn English and go back to school. She was helped by the two 

German Jewish refugees who ran the hostel. Ruth eventually went to a good school and later to a 

college.  

After three years at the college she continued her training with the London Contemporary Dance 

Theatre. She became a member and stayed with them for 18 years, performing and teaching. Ruth 

married her husband Michael, who worked for UNICEF, and they moved to New York. Ruth first went 

to Hunter College (part of New York University) and after 2 years obtained an MA in Theatre Arts. She 

mailto:baronm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


then changed profession and studied acting, forging a successful career which has lasted until the 

present. 

 

Year 9 have recently learned about the First World War, and for their homework project, they 

researched an aspect of the war and created a piece of work to tell people all about it.  These are 

just a few of the amazing pieces they created! 

Miss Waltham, History Department 

Email: walthamm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



Maths Department 

 

5 - Maths Challenge KS4 

 

6 - Maths Challenge KS3 

Deadline Friday 17th February 

Email  with your solutions - Prizes available! 

Well done Blake Jones in Year 10 for getting last edition’s KS4 task correct! 

 



PE Department 

Cross Country 

Emma Sullivan and Amy Houghton from Year 9 represented Bury at The Greater Manchester School 

Cross Country Championships at Heaton Park on Saturday.  It was a fantastic opportunity for both 

girls to compete at such a high level and well done to them both! 

Miss Jones, PE Department 

Email: jonesp@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

 

Year 10 CVL Fixtures 

A tough start to the Year 10 CVL fixtures. A narrow 1-0 defeat to Tottington was followed up by a 

comprehensive 3-0 defeat against St Gabriel's. Improvement needed next week... 

Mr Meighan, PE Department 

Email: meighank@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

 



 

Year 7 Dance and Cheerleading Lessons 

Our year 7 girls are having fun in PE learning a cheer leading dance.  They will also experience 

gymnastics and trampolining over the next few weeks. 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Year 7 & 8 Netball Results 

Our Year 7 & Year 8 netball teams played against Parrenthorn and Woodhey last week and had a 

fantastic night, all teams won and thoroughly deserved their victories!  

Our Year 8 team played against Woodhey and won 10 - 8.  Well done to all the year 8 team and the 

players’ player went to Charley Peel and Mia Campbell.  Our Year 8s then came back on court for 

their second game and stormed to a 22-2 victory! Players’ player was Charley Peel.  

Our Year 7s then played against Parrenthorn and won 12-0.  Well done to all players and the players’ 

player was Ava Holman.    

Netball practice is on Monday after school for Year 7 / 8 and everyone is welcome. 

Miss Jones, PE Teacher 

Email: jonesp@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

 



 

Our Year 7 & 9 teams played against Unsworth Academy this week.  Year 7 had a tough game and 

unfortunately weren’t able to secure a win, but all players played really well!  Players’ player was 

Ava Holman.  

Our Year 9 team had a great game, winning 19-3. Well played to all girls. Players’ player was Niamh 

Brooks. Well done girls!   

A big thank you goes out to the parents that help organise the team at VERY short notice  - Thank 

you for all your support! 

Miss Jones, PE Teacher 

Email: jonesp@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

 

Waka Waka Dance 

KS3 boys showing off there best dance moves to 'Waka Waka' in our dance block of work! 

Mr Aldred, PE Department 

Email: aldredp@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  



 

 

 



 

Year 8 Boys Basketball Team  

The boys have been playing in a tournament over the last two week. They played very well and 

enjoyed victories over both Bury Church and Tottington High School. 

Mr Aldred, PE Department 

Email: aldredp@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

 

School Meals - Reminder to Top-Up Frequently 

A polite reminder for parents to please top-up their children's accounts for school meals frequently.  

Unfortunately, the speed of service is being hindered by the number of students with no money on 

their account.  Students can see their balance daily when ordering food and should be able to alert 

parents when the amount is getting low - thank you.  

Mrs Simpson, Catering Manager 

Email: m.simpson@bury.gov.uk  

Job Vacancy  - Exam Invigilators £10.50 p/h 

We are advertising for invigilators to support our summer 2023 Exam Season. This role is advertised 

on a casual basis and would involve working with our excellent existing team to administer and 

mailto:m.simpson@bury.gov.uk


supervise internal and external exams. This year's exam series will run from May 15th to June 

23rd.Full training and support will be provided. Please contact our exams officer Ms 

Cowsill cowsills@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk with any questions or expressions of interest. 

Contact Us 

The Elton High School 

Walshaw Road 

Bury, BL8 1RN 

0161 763 1434 

email: eltonhigh@bury.gov.uk 

Visit us on the web at www.eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk   

The next edition of the Elton Times will be sent after half term, on 

Friday 3 March 2023 

mailto:cowsills@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
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