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Forthcoming 

• Friday 27 January - SCHOOL CLOSURE - STAFF TRAINING DAY 

• Wednesday 7 February - Teachers' Strike - SCHOOL CLOSURE FOR YEARS 7 - 10 (See 

Headteacher's Welcome Below) 

• Thursday 2 February - Year 11 Grade Card 2 Sent to Parents 

Headteacher's Welcome 

Dear Parent/Carers 

Further to my email on Wednesday giving notice of possible disruption due to the teaching union 

strike, I can now provide further details about this situation and how it will affect your child.  

As you may know, next Wednesday is the first of four scheduled days of strike action and the dates 

are listed below.  



• Wednesday 1st February 

• Tuesday 28th February 

• Wednesday 15th – Thursday 16th March 

A high proportion of Elton's teaching staff are members of the union taking action and so will be 

striking on the day.    With only a small number of teaching staff in school, we have therefore 

followed the advice of the Department of Education and prioritised examination classes and 

vulnerable students.   

Arrangements for the first day of strike action on Wednesday are as follows:  

-Year 11 students are required to attend school from 9.30 until 1.15pm.  Revision/Booster sessions 

are to be delivered for Maths and English Literature, with external speakers focussing on exam 

techniques, revision strategies and key content of those subject areas. Refreshments will be 

provided for the Year 11 students when they arrive to school at 9.30am. When  they finish at 1.15pm 

they can choose to have school dinner (sandwiches only) or they can leave immediately.  

-An additional very small number of students are also invited to work in school during the normal 

school day (8.45am - 2.50pm). Parents of those students are being informed by the end of today 

(Friday). We have prioritised our more vulnerable students and have made decisions based on their 

SEN status or support from external services.  

-Aside from students highlighted above, school will be closed to all other students on this day. 

Although specific work cannot be set by staff who are on strike, there will be tasks and activities 

available to do on GoogleClassroom, mainly focussing on core subjects of English/Maths/Science. 

Students should also take this opportunity to catch up on any outstanding homework.  

-Although we are closed to most students, our canteen can provide sandwiches/packed lunch to 

those families who access free school meals. If those families wish to place an order for a 

packed lunch that day then please fill in the basic details on the form below and come into school for 

12pm on Wednesday to collect as necessary.  

Food Parcel Request  - Wednesday 1st February 

I must emphasise that this strike is due to a national dispute between the union and the government 

over demands for increased funding for schools. While it is a national issue,  there is no hiding from 

the fact that our own school has struggled on a financial basis in recent months and I have previously 

explained how certain support staff positions have not been replaced so that we can save some 

money in the whole school budget. While we have a full complement of teaching staff at Elton who 

are specialists in their particular subject areas, not all schools are as fortunate and this is due to a 

national shortage of teachers in key subjects, again based on a lack of funding.  

I also recognise that striking from your chosen workplace, whether a teacher, ambulance worker, 

nurse or train driver, is a very difficult decision that can generate a range of  emotive views and 

discussions. However, nobody takes the decision to go on strike lightly and, whatever 

particular union our staff are in, they are all absolutely committed to provide the best possible 

education and experience for Elton students over the coming weeks, months and years.  

Our success in recent years has been based on the strong collaborative work between the school 

and our students' families, and I appreciate that while there is some disruption ahead, we have your 

support in continuing to work closely together. As always, if you have any particular questions or 

https://forms.gle/2bbF9UB56pKM3xtHA


queries about the arrangements for next week or indeed any other matters, please do not hesitate 

to contact me directly through the email address below.  

Many thanks, 

Jonathan Wilton, Headteacher 

Email: wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

Year 11 Booster Sessions 

Booster sessions are underway for year 11 students and this timetable is below: 

 

1 - Students have been issued with a "loyalty card" which will be signed by teaching staff for every session attended. 
Students will be able to get free toast from the canteen for every six sessions attended. 

Year 7 Reward Trip - July 2023 

 

The end of year reward trip was launched this week for Year 7. Students who are eligible have been 

given a letter already and those who have not yet reached the criteria have a chance to get a letter 

in the second round later this term. Please use the link Year 7 Trip to access the PowerPoint used in 

school to launch the trip.  

Mrs Leech Learning Coordinator Year 7 

Email: leechm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
https://eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk/year-7-information/
mailto:leechm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Art Department 

After School Primary Art Club students have been testing their skills with oil pastels this week. They 

have worked from a variety of garden bird images and experimented with mark making to try to 

replicate the texture and colour of the bird’s feathers. Students demonstrated some excellent 

observational skills in their work 

After School Primary Art Club runs on Mondays from 3.30-4.45 and is open to students in the local 

area aged between 7-11 years. If you would like to take part there are still some places available, 

please email Miss Perry to reserve a spot. 

Ms Perry, Art Department 

Email: perryh@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  
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Geography Department 

Geocache Santa Dash 

Well done to Gracie Jacques, Georgia Todd and Elissa Haworth for winning the Geocache Santa Dash 

competition at the end of last term! 

 

Geography of Sport - Year 8  

As part of the Geography of Sport unit, Y8 students have been learning about the sustainability of 

the football industry.  

Students have made fantastic sustainable football stadiums, some of which are shown below.  



 

 

 



 

Geography Notices  

 

Eco group  

We are very pleased that so many students have signed up to be on the Elton High School Eco 

Council. Over the next few weeks we will be having our first meetings with year 7, 8 and 9. More 

updates to follow! 

Year 10 Iceland trip  

Letters are to be sent out next week for the next instalment of the Iceland trip payment.  

Year 9 Iceland trip  

Letters are also to be sent out soon for the 2025 Iceland trip!  

  

If you see your name or work in the Geography Elton Times, come to Mrs Moss  or Miss Windsor to 

collect a prize! 

Mrs Moss, Geography Department 

Email: mossm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

History Department 

This work is by year 8 who are currently learning about why civil war broke out in England in 1642 

and how it affected the people.  These are two particularly fantastic pieces of homework from Miss 

Ryder's class. 

Miss Ryder, Head of History 

Email: ryderh@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

mailto:mossm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
mailto:ryderh@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 



 

 

English Department 

Year 10 & 11 An Inspector Calls Trip 



On Thursday 12th January students in Year 10 and 11 visited The Lowry in Salford to watch J.B 

Priestley's masterpiece 'An Inspector Calls'.  

Since 1992, Daldry’s production of 'An Inspector Calls' has won a total of 19 major awards, including 

four Tony Awards and three Olivier Awards, and has played to more than 4 million theatergoers 

worldwide. 'An Inspector Calls' is the most internationally-lauded production in the National 

Theatre’s history. 

Hailed as the theatrical event of its generation, winning more awards than any other production in 

history, 'An Inspector Calls' has thrilled more than 4 million people worldwide. 

Featuring Ian MacNeil’s ingenious designs, music by Oscar-winning composer Stephen Warbeck 

(Shakespeare in Love) and atmospheric lighting by Rick Fisher, this landmark production swept our 

students away into the mysterious world of Inspector Goole. The English staff would like to say a 

huge thank you to the students for their amazing conduct and attitude on this trip. We would also 

like to thank Ms Le Blanc, Ms Lythe, Ms Benson and Mr Tyldesley for generously giving up their time 

to support the English staff and students on this trip. 

 

COMPETITION:  

The first student to email Mrs Stone with the correct answers to these questions will win a prize:  

1. When was An Inspector Calls written and why?  

2. When was the play performed?  

3. Who says "They're not cheap labour they're people"?  

4. Who says  "Unsinkable absolutely unsinkable"?  

5.Who says  "Girls of that class"?  

6. Who says "Now what about this ring...it's all over now"?  

7. Who says "You're not the sort of father a chap can go to"? 

English - Year 7 

That which we call a rose By any other word would smell as sweet.(Juliet, Act 2 Scene 1) 

Year 7 students have been studying the masterpiece Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare. A 

letter has been emailed home about a theatre visit of this production and you will also find a copy in 

this edition of the Elton News.  

Why not visit https://www.rsc.org.uk or www.shakespearesglobe.com with your child to find out 

more about Shakespeare's life and times.  

English - Year 8  

Students in year 8 are preparing to write spy fiction and every student in the year group has been 

asked to read a spy novel over this half term. There are some fantastic eBooks available on Access 

it.  There are some great spy films for students to enjoy with their families such as the very popular 

Alex Rider.  

English - Year 9 

https://www.rsc.org.uk/
http://www.shakespearesglobe.com/


Year 9 are enjoying studying texts from the 19th century in class reading great works such as London 

by William Blake, Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens and exploring what life was like in Manchester 

during the Industrial Revolution. Documentaries such as The Victorian Slum and adaptations such as 

Oliver Twist are great opportunities for students to develop their understanding of context. Why not 

visit Helmshore Textile museum (when it reopens in March) to see where Lancashire’s industrial past 

is brought to life through a multi-sensory experience? 

Adults £4 

Concessions £3 (over 65, people with a disability, unwaged and students) 

Accompanied children free (up to 16 years old) 

English - Year 10  

Year 10 are studying Macbeth- this will form 25% of their GCSE. Manchester Actors will be 

performing Macbeth - please see the letter in this edition  and emailed home to you and make the 

contribution as soon as possible as without your support we can not hold such enrichment 

experiences.  

English - Year 11  

Year 11 are completing revision for examinations and period 6 is every Monday after school. If your 

child's teacher is absent or completing 1 to 1s please ask one of the other English teachers if you can 

join their class.   

Manchester Actors will be performing Macbeth - please see the letter in this edition  and emailed 

home to you and make the contribution as soon as possible as without your support we can not hold 

such enrichment experiences.  

Mrs Stone, English Department 

Email: stonea@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

Maths Department 

 

2 - Maths Challenge KS3 

Deadline Friday 3rd February 

Email armishawm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk with your solutions. Prizes available! 

 

mailto:armishawm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


3 - Maths Challenge KS4 

Deadline Friday 3rd February 

Email armishawm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk with your solutions. Prizes available! 

The Maths Department is moving away from Hegarty Maths to a fantastic new online platform, 

Sparx Maths! 

Over the last two weeks the pupils have been set up with Sparx and have enjoyed completing their 

first task using this platform. 

Sparx homework is set automatically on a weekly basis and creates personalised homework based 

on a pupil’s strengths and areas for development. 

We’re really excited about the positive impact Sparx will have on pupil progress in maths!   

You will receive more communication about Sparx in the coming weeks but if you have any further 

questions regarding Sparx, please contact Mr Armishaw at school. 

Mr Armishaw, Maths Department  

Email armishawm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

 

PE Department 

Year 7 Netball 

Our Year 7 team went to Heys High School last week to play their second game of the season. We 

had lots of supporters including parents and teachers, which was lovely to see.  We had a great 

game and won 11-3! All players performed well and were a real credit to our school and their 

families. Our players' player voted by the other team was Poppy Powell! Well done to Poppy 

(particularly considering it was your first game!).  Our next match is on Monday 23rd January when 

we will be travelling to play against Bury Church.  

mailto:armishawm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
mailto:armishawm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

Year 7 & 8 Netball  

Our year 7 & 8 netball teams both played against Bury Church after school this week and performed 

really well! Our year 8 team haven’t played since November but looked like they had been playing 

every week! They won 11-3 and players’ player was Charley Peel. Our Year 7 team also played well, 

particularly considering that they have only played together since January! They were in the lead in 

the first half but we had a few injuries during the second half and we ended up losing a very tight 

game 3-4.  Players' player for Year 7 was Imogen Gibbons. Practice is Mondays 2.50-3.50pm and all 

are welcome. 

Ms Jones, PE Department 

Email: jonesp@eltonhighbury.sch.uk  

 

mailto:jonesp@eltonhighbury.sch.uk


 

Gymnastics - Year 8 

Year 8 showing off their partner balances from their recent gymnastics lessons as part of the 

aesthetics block of work. 

Mr Meighan, PE Department 

Email: meighank@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

 

 

mailto:meighank@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

Gymnastics - Year 9 

Year 9 enjoying the gymnastics vaulting lessons as part of their aesthetics block of work. Great 

improvements made in only a short space of time. Good work boys! 

Mr Meighan, PE Department 

Email: meighank@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

 

mailto:meighank@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

Year 9 Football 

Year 9 completed their 3 week block of CVL fixtures with a 1-0 win against Woodhey (Sam Graves 

the goal scorer); a 2-0 win against St Gabs (Sam Graves and Zak Real with the goals) and a 0-0 

friendly against Derby.  Year 9 were very unlucky to finish 2nd by 1 point in their group of 6 schools. 

Coming up soon is a Bury Schools Cup tie against Derby High, with report to follow in this newsletter. 

Mr Meighan, PE Department 

Email: meighank@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

 

mailto:meighank@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

 



Year 7 Bridgewater Hall Trip 

 



Year 8 Bridgewater Hall Trip 

 

Job Vacancy  - Exam Invigilators £10.50 p/h 

We are advertising for invigilators to support our summer 2023 Exam Season. This role is advertised 

on a casual basis and would involve working with our excellent existing team to administer and 

supervise internal and external exams. This year's exam series will run from May 15th to June 



23rd.Full training and support will be provided. Please contact our exams officer Ms 

Cowsill cowsills@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk with any questions or expressions of interest. 

mailto:cowsills@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Elton's Got Talent 2023 

 



Save 30% on Locker Rentals 

 



Contact Us 

The Elton High School 

Walshaw Road 

Bury, BL8 1RN 

0161 763 1434 

email: eltonhigh@bury.gov.uk 

Visit us on the web at www.eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk   

The next edition of the Elton Times will be sent on Friday 10 

February 2023 

https://eltonhigh@bury.gov.uk/
https://www.eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk/
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