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This first newsletter of the new half term 
reflects the busy schedule from recent weeks, 
with updates included in this issue about the 
BBC Visit and year 8 Be Safe Day. Across the 
country, last month was also celebrated as 
Black History Month and this is now a 
fixed part of the national calendar and in 
its 32nd year. The particular theme this year 
was "Sharing Journeys", looking at the lives 
and stories of the people who came to Britain 
in the 19th and 20th centuries and who 
helped to lay the foundations for the diverse 
black communities that we have today.   Black 
History Month has been promoted in a range 
of ways so that as many people as possible 
can access the themes - for example, Disney+ 
has been showing a variety of films including 
music documentaries such as 'Summer of 
Soul' to Oscar-winning films such as 'Hidden 
Figures', while Black History tours have taken 
place across many major UK cities and there 
have been national performances in comedy, 
drama and ballet. Just some of the events are 
reviewed through this particular link - https://
www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/   which also 
lists further opportunities to attend events 
over coming weeks and months.  
During October our school took up the Black 
History theme with assemblies taking place to 
all year groups to raise awareness of some of 
the main themes. While elements of this 
subject are also presented in many parts of 
the school curriculum, the main subject is 
obviously History and different aspects are 
studied across all year groups. From the 
immigration through of the Roman Empire, 
which is studied in Year 7, to the abolition of 
slavery in Year 8, the Windrush movement in 
Year 9 and then the wider Civil Rights 
at GCSE, these themes are a cornerstone of 

our History teaching and hopefully enable so 
many of our students to gain a clear 
understanding of this aspect to our wider 
History.  
As we now move into November, can I please 
offer a reminder about Presentation Evening 
which is scheduled for next week (Thursday 
10th) at 6pm. This event has been cancelled 
in the past couple of years due to Covid and is 
the main whole school celebration event of 
the year. If your child has done well enough 
to have been invited to collect an award, then 
we hope that they enjoy the evening. Our 
Guest Speaker for the event is author Daniel 
Ingram-Brown will also be leading workshops 
with groups of students during the day - 
updates will obviously be provided in the next 
Elton Times.  
In the meantime, thanks for your continued 
support as we move into this next half term 
and please do not hesitate to contact me if 
you have ongoing questions or queries about 
any aspect of our school. 
 
Jonathan Wilton, Headteacher 
wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/
mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Head Students 

We have over sixty Prefects in our new Year 11 cohort. Seven of our 
Senior Prefects applied for the role of Head Student, and they were 
interviewed as part of the selection process. We were delighted to 
appoint Harry Cain and Megan Howarth as our new Head Students 
with Lauren Dennis, McJesus Osei Berko and Holly Reevell taking 
the Deputy Head Student posts.  
 
Well done to all of the students who were involved in this process. 
They should be incredibly proud of themselves and we know that 
they will be excellent role models for our younger students.  
 
Miss Alexander, Learning Co-ordinator Leader 
Email: alexandern@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  



THEME OF GIVING  
At Christmas we should all be seeking to bring 
happiness to others. 
We do not necessarily have to spend lots of money on 
people to show them that we are thinking of them or 
that we care about them. 
This is also a time when we should be considering 
those who are less fortunate than ourselves, people 
who may not be living in a warm and cosy home, 
people who are on their own, people who are not 
able to enjoy a cooked meal with family and people 
who cannot afford to buy expensive gifts. 
 

WHAT CAN WE DO?  
We would like to organise some hampers for 
Christmas and would be grateful for any donations 
that might help to bring joy to someone else’s 
Christmas. 
You might consider donating some of the following 
items: 
 Clothes for any age in good, clean condition 
 Unwanted gifts, including books and toys in 

excellent condition 
 Toiletries 
 Chocolate / Sweets 
 Food tins or packets which are non perishable 
 Christmas food items (with good sell by dates) 
Each morning these items can be delivered to the 
canteen. 
 

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO OUR 
ITEMS?  
We will collect all the food items to make hampers.  
Clothes will be sorted into size and gender and 
toiletries, toys and gifts will be displayed.   
Some of the sweet / chocolate hampers will be raffled 
in school during the last week to raise money for 
future student activities and rewards. 
Some of our families in need of a support will then be 
invited into school to help themselves to the 
donations and collect whatever they like.  Food 
parcels will also be provided to specific families.  We 
will keep track of all student donations and also form 
contributions so that we can reward the most 
charitable students and the most charitable forms.  

The Month of Giving—December 

December 2021 was our first ‘Month of Giving’ and we received an overwhelming response from students, parents 
and staff.  The generosity of families ahead of Christmas was truly staggering.   
Many people came into school over the first few days of the Christmas holidays and they were able to take bags full 
of gifts, toys, books, food and clothes for their families.   
The donations enabled us to provide three large bags of food to seventeen families (over 50 bags of food in total).  
The money raised from selling raffle tickets for our sweet and chocolate hampers raised over £300 and enabled us 
to purchase fresh turkeys, sausages, bacon, vegetables with all the trimmings for a further six families! 
The photos show the extent of donations received last year and we would certainly want to replicate this again in 
December 2022! 

Start Donating on Thursday 1 December 2022! 



Bury’s Community Safety Partnership Plan sets out 

priorities to make the borough safer and has been developed with local communities.  The work of the 
Community Safety Partnership during the last three years has helped to maintain Bury’s position as one of the 
safest places to live in Greater Manchester.  The safety of women and girls is key to this work. 
In the United Kingdom, a woman is killed by a man every three days, a figure that has remained unchanged for a 
decade – with most victims killed by a current or former partner. 
Whilst this is not a particular issue of concern in Bury, we are aware of what takes place nationally and do not 
want to see such a situation develop in the borough. 
Therefore, the community safety partners have, with local communities, put together the Women and Girls’ 

Safety Action Plan. 
The plan sets out how partners will work together to change behaviours, 
to make sure places are safe for women and girls, and to engage with the 
public. 
And the partnership wants your views about the priorities and themes 
laid out in the plan. 
 
Women and Girls Safety Plan 
(Click here) 
 
Bury Council - Domestic 
Abuse (External link) 
 
Women and Girls Safety Plan 
Survey 

We started a Parent Forum last year so that any 
interested parents could come into school to talk 
about key issues and provide us with useful 
feedback about a range of topics.  
Last year the discussions included homework and 
support for mental health. 
We are planning to have our next Parent Forum 

Parent Forum-23 November 

Consultation on Proposed changes to the 

School Admissions Policy 

On Monday 3 October the Bury LA consultation process will begin about removing the catchment areas 
for the Secondary Schools in the borough. The changes, if adopted, would come into effect for 
applications for secondary school places for the academic year 2024/25 and would apply to all 
secondary schools. Full details will be on the website at www.bury.gov.uk/admissions and the 
consultation document is attached for your information. The consultation will run from 3 October 
through to 5 December.  
Consultation on changes to the admission policy for Community Secondary Schools.docx  

on November 23rd at 5.30pm. 
The topics which we will be discussing include 
Rewards and Sanctions and Uniform. 
If you wish to come along to the Parent Forum on 
November 23rd, please email Mrs Johnson  
directly johnsonc@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

PROM’23 
We are delighted to confirm that  

the Year 11 prom has been 

booked at The Last Drop Village 

on Thursday 29th June 2023.  

Further details will be sent nearer 

the time. 

Mrs Nicola J Parker-Carr 
Pastoral Support Administrator 

https://www.onecommunitybury.co.uk/19545/widgets/55482/documents/32078
https://www.onecommunitybury.co.uk/19545/widgets/55482/documents/32078
https://www.bury.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=14183
https://www.bury.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=14183
file://File-Server/StaffDocuments$/filkinsj/Custom Office Templates
file://File-Server/StaffDocuments$/filkinsj/Custom Office Templates
http://www.bury.gov.uk/admissions
https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=a987dd88d4&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1748303708717479733&th=184338f5cd9a7735&view=att&disp=emb&zw
mailto:johnsonc@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Year 7 Rewards Assembly 

Congratulations to all the students picking up awards at their first presentation assembly. Badges, 
certificates, lollipops, chocolates and free toast/drink passes were presented to the various winners. Prize 
categories included: Form Captains, Student Council, Football Captains, Punctuality Awards, 
Attendance Awards, Students of the Week/Month and the Summer project winners.  
Mrs Leech, Head of PE / Year 7 Learning Co-ordinator - email: leechm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 



BBC Visit 

RESILIENCE and persistence were the key words for the day when the BBC came 
into school, to work with students in years 8, 9 and 10. 
The visit, part of the corporation's centenary celebrations, involved BBC staff 
talking about their career experiences and the challenges they had overcome 
along the way.  Students enjoyed an introduction to the BBC and then heard in 
detail from two staff (researcher Latasha and political correspondent Kevin) 
about their experiences, in an event themed "Share Your Story". Many students 
got involved in questioning the visitors about interesting moments they had 
experienced, including asking political reporter Kevin about his experience of 
interviewing Boris Johnson, which led to some memorable discussions. 
Any students who were inspired by the visit to consider careers in the media can 
take part in the follow-up to the event by going to https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/young-reporter 
The BBC will return to school next month for a follow-up event with more detailed careers information. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/young-reporter


Year 8—Be Safe Visit 

On Tuesday 18th October, year 8 students spent the 
day focussing on an important element of their 
personal development.  The theme for the day was 
Personal Safety, with a variety of sessions being 
delivered by external agencies.  The day began with a 
theatrical production from year 13 performing arts 
students at Bury College.  They dramatised with 
humour and sensitivity alike, a number of safety issues 
that our young people are likely to be exposed to 
through their teenage years.  Following this, students 
carouselled around 3 workshops where they discussed 
and learnt about issues relating to health, sex and 
relationships, crime and anti social behaviour, and the 
work of the Samaritans and how help can be accessed 
should it be needed. 
The final hour of the day was an incredible experience 
with John McBreen, aka, 'The Mentallist.'  He wowed 
our students with his amazing abilities to read 
subtleties in body language and facial movements, 
correctly identifying numbers and words that students 
were thinking of.  John could be likened to Paul 
McKenna, if you're of that generation!  He also told his 
story of the challenges and hardships he faced through 
childhood and into adulthood.  He strongly emphasised 
the message to talk, talk about your difficulties, 
problems, concerns, struggles.  Always keep talking, 
don't bottle things up.  His other important messages 
were to not give up and to use the power of the mind 
to have a, 'can do' attitude. 
Students, overwhelmingly, have given high praise to 
the people who were involved in the delivery of this 
day.  They enjoyed it and found it useful and 
informative.  Likewise, many of the visitors commented 
on the behaviour and interaction of our students.  They 
had been to at least 10 other schools before ours, and 
they all agreed that Elton was the best in terms of 
behaviour and organisation.   
Ms Parkinson, Head of RE / PHSE Co-ordinator 
Email: parkinsonnf@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 



Your School Lottery 

We have set up a school lottery through the 
company Your School Lottery. This will provide an 
opportunity for us to raise some funds for student 
rewards and trips. 
 
For £1 a week you will be supporting us in raising 
funds for the students and will also have the 
opportunity at winning weekly prizes from our 
school lottery in additions to being able to win 
the national prize of £25,000. 
 

Feel free to sign up and share the details with 
family and friends. 
 

The first draw will be 
Saturday 5th November 

 
Elton High School Lottery 
 
Mr Dolata, Enrichment Co-ordinator 
Email: dolatab@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-elton-high-school


Primary Art Club students designed some wild and exotic 
looking bats for Halloween. They created detailed design 
plans and then constructed their bats using fur fabric, 
cardboard and polystyrene balls. They created some 
fantastic little critters to hang up at home.  

Art Department 



Art Department 

Extra-curricular activities across the 
Art Department! 
 

GCSE Intervention Sessions 
Staff in the Art Department would like to say a huge well done to all of 
the GCSE students who have been attending booster sessions each 
Tuesday after school. It is a lovely atmosphere and students are able to 
make great progress on their work - which is looking fantastic! 
Data shows that students who regularly attend booster sessions (1 hour 
per week) always improve their final mark by at least one full grade, so 
it is well worth joining in.  
GCSE students from Art, Photography and Textiles can all attend and 
work in a relaxed environment whilst enjoying free snacks! Students are 
also now able to earn rewards from their Art Department loyalty cards. 
 

KS3 Art Club 
We kicked off the KS3 Art Club this week and it was great to see so 
many students wanting to take part. Students used new materials like 
graphite sticks, compressed charcoal and chalks to create studies of 
plants and leaves. Instead of drawing with pencils, students used 
rubbers to create white lines onto dark backgrounds. Next week they 
will transfer their designs onto lino and get ready to print! Great work 
everyone, well done!  
 
Mr Thomas, Head of Art 
Email: thomasg@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 



English Department 

Trick or Treat!  
 
This week in Creative Writing Club, we 
embraced Halloween, and enjoyed 
describing sweets and chocolate, after 
tasting and experimenting with different 
flavours! 

After our delicious treats, it was time for 
something a little spookier! We explored a 
range of haunted houses, and imagined all the 
sights, sounds and feelings of a ghostly 
encounter in a terrifying manor. You can read 
some of the students' ideas here. 

We meet every Monday at 3pm in Room 2. New faces are always 

welcome. Come along to take part in games, writing activities and 

competitions! 



History Department 

Year 8 completed their History projects before October half term. 
They were tasked with creating a piece of work focusing on Henry VIII and his 
six wives. 
Once again, we have been blown away with the work produced by our 
students which have ranged from posters to books, games to videos and 
some even using the musical ‘Six’ as their influence!  
A huge well done Year 8! 



History Department 



Languages Department 

el Día de los 
Muertos mask 

workshop  
 
Year 7 pupils worked with the 
languages department to produce 
some intricately decorated el Día de 
los Muertos masks.  They also 
competed in some online quizzes and 
learned about the history and features 
of this fascinating celebration. The Day 
of the Dead combines the ancient 
Aztec custom of celebrating ancestors 
with All Souls' Day, a celebration that 
Spanish invaders brought 
to Mexico starting in the early 1500s. 

The festival, which is celebrated 
mostly in Mexico on November 1 and 
2, is a joyful time that helps people 
remember the deceased and 
celebrate their memory. We were 
really impressed with the pupil's 
artistic endeavours, creativity and 
curiosity about Mexican culture. 

Mrs Taylor, Languages Department 

http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/mexico


Maths Department 

Maths Challenge KS4 

Maths Challenge KS3 

Last edition’s KS4 solution 
successfully completed by 

Blake Jones in Year 10 again! 

mailto:armishawm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


PE Department 

Girls Rugby News 
This half term the girls have been experiencing tag-rugby in their PE 
lessons and having a go at the skills and participating in small sided 
games. Some classes have benefited from sessions delivered by a Bury 
Rugby Club coach who has invited our students to trial the sport out at 
club level. Anyone interested should get in touch with the club on 
either 07917 686492 or 07857242651.  
A special mention to Katie Stewart and Izzy Pike who went along to a 
girls rugby promotional event at Salford City Reds. 

Year 10 Netball 
Our Year 10 team also recently played against 
Parrenthorn and it was a tough game to say the 
least! Their team got through to National finals last 
year and you could see why! Fair play to all our 
players who never gave up or got disheartened and 
gave it their best right up until the final whistle. 
Their team voted Corinne Newton players’ player 
and also Tilly McGough for her fantastic attitude and 
manners throughout the game. 

Our Year 10 netball team played against Woodhey last 
week and it was a real end to end game! The score 
ended with Woodhey winning 12-6 but it was a really 
good battle between the two teams. It was such a 
lovely game to watch and all girls were a real credit to 
our school. 
Players’ player was awarded to Lily Powell for her 
excellence in defence.  
Well done to all! 



PE Department 

Year 10/11 Girls 
Football 
Congratulations to the Year 
10/11 girls football team who 
were runners up in the Bury 
Schools 7-a-side league. The 
girls played some fantastic 
football, losing only one game 
to St Monica’s in the 
tournament. Player of the 
tournament was: Tilly 
McGough for her outstanding 
performance in goal. Big 
thank you also to Max, Issac, 
Lewis and Joe from Year 10 
for refereeing the games; very 
professional job from the 
boys!  
Mrs Leech, Head of PE 

Year 7 Football 
Year 7 hosted the first of three Tuesday night CVL (Central Venue League) competitions. The first game 
was a close 2-1 defeat to Bury Church - Jayden Miller the goal scorer. The team then rallied for a 
convincing 3-0 win against The Derby with Jayden Miller (again!), Zach Mehers and Matthew Ward getting 
the goals. A very encouraging competitive debut from the new Year 7 team. Well done boys! More 
fixtures to follow over the next two weeks… 



If you would like to take part in our Annual Christmas 

Concert then please join one of our clubs below: 

 

All clubs are held in the music rooms and 

begin at 2.50pm and finish around 3.40pm 

Monday Drumming 
Club 

All Welcome 

Wednesday Guitar 
Club 

For students who already 
play the guitar 

Friday Choir All Welcome 

Friday Jazz Band For students who play an 
instrument 

Music Department 

Music Department 
Christmas Concert 
14 December 2022 



 

 

To join Bury Rocks! costs just £35 per term. We don't want finances to be a barrier so 

please contact us for bursary information. 

 

SEE MRS STOPFORD FOR MORE INFORMATION or Contact Bury Music Service Directly 

https://bury.melded.io/contact-us


Your next edition of the Elton Times will be emailed on 

Friday 18 November 2022 


