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With this being the first newsletter of the new school 
year I would like to take this opportunity to welcome all 
of our new parents/carers, while I hope that everyone 
was able to have a good break over the summer holiday. 
As in previous years, this newsletter will be sent every 
fortnight throughout the school year, providing updates 
about daily activities, safeguarding issues, extra 
curricular notices and wider relevant information. As 
well as to all of our parents/carers, it is sent to our 
students and staff, our governors and to other people in 
the local community who have links with our school. If 
anyone wishes to put a relevant notice in the newsletter 
then you can contact either myself directly or Mrs 
Filkins, our Business Manager, who puts this together so 
comprehensively on a fortnightly basis (email is below). 
The new term has started in a positive manner with our 
new Year 7 students settling in really well and our older 
students all responding in the right way to our updated 
systems and processes. We have tweaked our daily 
lesson processes so that rewards and consequences are 
even more straightforward and easier to 
follow. Homework is now being set through the SIMS 
Parent App so that you can see what needs to be done 
and by what date, while on the same app you can also 
see your child's timetable, attendance, achievements, 
Grade Cards and update personal information. If you still 
do not have the SIMS Parent App, you can get it by 
following the instructions here https://
eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk/sims-parent-app/.   We have been 
made aware in the last day about some teething 
problems with the app.  We are aware of this and 
working with our IT providers to ensure they are ironed 
out as soon as possible.  Please continue to check the 
app regularly and we hope it will be running smoothly in 
the next couple of days. 
The announcement of the Queen's death last week 
obviously had an impact on students and staff across our 
school. Whatever your views on the royal family and 
monarchy, she was our Head of State and a figure of 
historical significance - the longest serving monarch and 
a national figurehead who all of our staff and students 
have grown up with as a constant in their lives during 
recent decades.  We will be delivering assemblies about 
her this week and discussing her role and impact as Head 
of State, while the Bank Holiday next Monday will mean 
that our school is closed along with all others on that 
day.  
Until last week's announcement about the Queen, the 
main focus of national news was the increasing cost of 
living which is having such a huge impact on families and 
businesses across the country. Our school has been 

similarly affected, with our energy bills and wider costs 
increasing by up to 500%. We do not get any 
additional money from the government to deal with the 
increased costs, so are having to look at ways to save 
money at all levels of the school. This includes cutting 
back on parts of our staffing and in the past couple of 
months have not made direct replacements for our 
librarian, PE technician and IT manager who all left in the 
summer. Further cuts will have to be made over 
the coming months as we simply no longer have the 
money to operate on the level that we did. Despite 
these problems, I want to emphasise that the numbers 
of our teaching staff will not change - our timetable, sets 
and teaching groups will all stay the same, so the lesson 
by lesson learning experience for the students will not 
be affected.  
As well as the issues that we face as a school, we are 
also keenly aware that so many of our families will face a 
real struggle as we move into the winter months. I have 
already received some messages of support this term 
from parents who are looking at ways to support others. 
We will be looking at how this support can be set up on 
a practical level and will also be using the Parent Forum 
group to look at this issue (the first meeting will be later 
this half term). If you feel willing and able to provide 
some form of assistance to others, then please let us 
know by contacting Mrs Filkins through email 
(filkinsj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk) and thanks so much to 
those who have already voluntarily done so.  
The forthcoming list of events is highlighted on the next 
page and I look forward to building on the strong start 
that we have made this term. Thanks for your support 
and, as always, feel free to contact me directly if you 
have any queries or questions about our school. 
Jonathan Wilton, Headteacher 
wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

https://eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk/sims-parent-app/
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Forthcoming 

Thursday 15th September - 6pm - Year 11 Information/Post 16 Evening 

Monday 19 September—State Funeral Bank Holiday—SCHOOL CLOSED 

Monday3rd October to Wednesday 5th October - 9.15am - 12pm - Open Days 

Wednesday 5th October - 5.30pm - 7.30pm - Open Evening 

Thursday 13th October - Year 11 Grade Card 1 sent to parents/carers 

Investing in our Toilet Facilities 

Following feedback from many of our students last term, we spent a considerable 
amount of money in the summer investing in the toilet areas so that they have 
been redecorated and improved. More toilets are now open for use for the 
students during social times than before and, most importantly, the toilet areas are 
clean, well stocked and secure. The QA list below hopefully gives a clear outline 
about how they are being managed and supervised. 
 
What improvements have been made to the toilets? 
The cubicle walls have all been replaced and all locks have been checked and 
replaced. Sanitary products are also now available in the girls’ toilets for the 
students to take and use as required.  
 
Are any toilets out of bounds? 
The top floor toilets are not in use, though this is something that we have always 
tried to reinforce with the students, as the use of those toilets can impact 
negatively on the teaching which takes place on that top floor.  
 
How many toilets are open at break and dinnertimes? 
Our split break and dinnertimes are organised for Years 8/11 together and for Years 
7/9/10 together. Based on our student numbers we are comfortably within the 
ratio of 1:20 (one cubicle for every 20 students).   During break and dinnertime 
there are 18 cubicles open to boys and also to the girls, with the addition of a 
further five accessible toilets spread across the school.   
 
Are the toilet areas supervised? 
Yes, staff are now placed on duty outside the toilet areas at break and dinnertime, 
so that everyone can have access as they need and so that younger students feel 
comfortable and secure in those areas.  
 
Can the students go to the toilet during lessons? 
Unless they have a medical condition then we obviously discourage this as it causes disruption to the flow of lessons. However, 
we have a common sense approach and if an individual really needs to go to the toilet and has not been at break/dinner, then 
they can go. If we find that it is the same student who is asking to go during different lessons, then obviously we will 
restrict that individual.  
 
Some comments from our students: 
"The toilets are way better, they are much cleaner now" 
"It's good that there are staff supervising the toilets during break and lunch, the toilets are also much cleaner".  



Year 7 Fundraising Disco 

On Wednesday 20th July Year 7 enjoyed an amazing disco that was 
organised to support Bury Hospice. The inspiration came from Alex 
Grove's  and Grace Berry's amazing oracy speeches. Many of the students 
turned up to dance the night away and enjoy themselves for a good 
cause. Year 7 loved the chocolate raffle, selfie booth and surprising the 
Okkie Kokee! 

The disco raised £341.92 for Bury Hospice! 



Enrichment Week 2022 took place in the final week of  

summer term. Year 7 students were invited to take part in taster 
sessions that included:  

 Diamond Painting 

 Attenborough’s Army 

 Cartoon Drawing 

 Play in a Day 

 Coding 

 Bush craft 

 TikTok Videos 

 Geocaching 

 Mummy Mayhem 

Aided by some excellent weather on the day, the students had 
great fun in broadening their skills and applying their 
knowledge and understanding in new ways. 

The other year groups had the opportunity to take part in our 
first full sports days since the pandemic and were excellently 
coordinated by our PE Team and included a range of track and 
field events as well as some fun activities such as Space Hooper 
Races. Unfortunately the weather did cause some disruption to  
the planned sports events later in the week. 

Here are some of the photos we managed to capture of the 
students competing and receiving their medals. 

Enrichment Week 2022 



Enrichment Week 2022 



Art Summer School 

We had some very enthusiastic new recruits to Art Summer School 2022. 
Students took part in different activities each day and used a wide range of 
materials and techniques. They designed their own creatures and painted them 
onto t-shirts to take home and wear. Students also tried printing, made ink splat 
monsters and constructed some charismatic toilet roll creatures.  
At the end of the week we held a special Elton Summer Exhibition and invited all 
the students and their families to view all of the fabulous work. 
Well done summer school crew of 22!  Miss Perry, Art Department 



Summer School 

This Summer Elton celebrated the tenth year of the 
running of the summer school for a group of 
incoming Year 7 students. The week in August 
included several activities, including: 
 A day of team-building and ‘escape box’ 

problem-solving activities 
 A visit to the Salford Museum and Art Gallery, 

which included a visit to Lark Hill Place, a 
recreated Victorian street, and mask-making 
session based on Aesop’s fables. 

 Making delicious Rocky Road cake (!) 
 Participating in a ‘play in a day’ based on the theme of 

transition, led by a former member of the National 
Theatre.  This was performed on the last day to 
parents. 

 A treasure hunt around school 
The students involved really enjoyed the weeklong 
experience and were exemplary on their trip to the 
museum.  Many thanks to Miss Lythe, Ms Leighton, Mrs 
Turbill and Mrs Benson for their help in making the week 
a big success. 
Mr Wilson, Assistant Headteacher 
Email: wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 



Before the Summer holiday, students were rewarded for their excel-
lent achievement throughout the term. Certificates and prizes were 
awarded by form tutors and learning coordinators. Excellent attitude 
to learning, outstanding progress and highest number of achieve-
ment points were also recognized. Students played interform games 
and bingo. These events were a great opportunity for staff and stu-
dents to have some fun in school before the summer holiday began.  

Reward Assemblies 



In our first assemblies with all year groups we 

have launched our positive rewards 

developments.

This year students will be able to trade in their 

achievement points for rewards at our shop 

(which will travel around school during form time).

We are having a whole school positive drive on 

rewards. Students will be rewards for attendance, 

punctuality, uniform and equipment on a weekly 

basis (in addition to achievement points in class 

and for home learning).

A new certificate system has also been 

introduced to motivate students throughout the 

school year.

Students will also have an opportunity to pick up 

achievement points outside class for acts of 

kindness and good conduct.

BRONZE 50 points

CRYSTAL 100 points

SILVER 200 points

PEARL 300 points

RUBY 400 points

GOLD 500 points

DIAMOND 600 points

PLATINUM 700 points

ULTIMO 800 points

REWARD SHOP
JUMP THE QUEUE PASS 10

HIGHLIGHTER 15

LOLLIPOP 15

FREE TOAST 20

FREE BISCUIT 20

RULER 20

MECHANICAL PENCIL 20

GLITTER PENCIL 30

STRESS BALL 40

ELTON HIGH SCHOOL PEN 50

PENCIL CASE 60

BAG OF SWEETS/CHOCOLATES 70

PACK OF COLOURED PENCILS 80

SMALL A6 NOTEBOOK 90

PACK OF COLOURED FELTPENS 100

KEYRING WITH TORCH 100

YOYO 100

MEDIUM A5 NOTEBOOK 120

MATHS SET 150



Art Department Update 

GCSE Art, Photography and Textiles Important 
Information: 
Intervention for any GCSE Art, Photography and 
Textiles students is now on each Tuesday until 
4pm. As your externally set assignment (exam) 
will start in January, it is important that you 
attend in order to complete any coursework. 
Student's coursework is 60% of their final GCSE 

grade, and the externally set assignment is 40%. 
If you cannot attend intervention, you must let 
your teacher know. You will be expected to spend 
one hour on your work at home each week. 
There are rewards and prizes for students 
attending on a regular basis. 
Mr Thomas, Head of Art 
Email: thomasg@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

Music Department Update 

Music Extra Curricular 

Activities begin next week - week beginning Tuesday 20th Sept  
 
 

 All extra-curricular activities are held in the Music 
Block and everybody is welcome.   

Come along next week to meet new people, eat sweets 
and make music.  

      

 

  

 

  

 

 



Geography Department Update 

WELCOME BACK!!! 
Our Geography team hope that you have had a lovely summer, and we are excited to move onto some fantastic 

events this year. 

 

 

 Year 8 Halloween 
competition!! 

 Year 9 trip to White Scar 
and Malham. 

 Year 10 Trip: Haigh and 
High ropes! 

 Watch out for 
announcements for trips 
abroad. 

Competition winners 



Geography Department Update 

2022 Winning Team!!! 



Geography Department Update 

If you have seen yourself or your 

name in this issue of the Elton Times 

come and collect a raffle ticket     

from Miss Windsor [room 7] so  

That you can be entered for the 
end of term prize draw!!!    



History Department Update 

Before the summer holidays students in Year 7 took part in a 
History enrichment taster session. During the session students 
were able to research and uncover the reasons for 
mummification in Ancient Egypt and then further their 
knowledge on the process. They were then tasked with 
creating a drama performance based on 'Making a Mummy', 
needless to say everyone wanted to be the Mummy despite 
the heat so we ended the session with a race on who could 
make the fastest Mummy! We had a great time so keep your 
eyes peeled for future History enrichment opportunities!  



Maths Challenge KS3 

Maths Challenge KS4 

Maths Department Update 

Hiking the Hill 
Age 14 to 16 Short Challenge Level * 

Sarah walks uphill at an average of 2 miles per hour, and downhill 
at an average of 4 miles per hour.  She goes for a 6 mile hike up a 
hill, and then returns downhill by the same route.   
 
What is Sarah’s average speed for the whole journey? 

Deadline Friday 23rd September 
Email armishawm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

With your solutions.  Prizes available!  

mailto:armishawm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


British Champions 2022 
Congratulations to Jessica Heyes (Year 10) who 
competed at the GB Skate Artistic British 
Championships on 15th, 16th & 17th July in Great 
Yarmouth.  
Jess and Thomas are now the Junior Dance 
Couples British Champions 2022.  
Jess also won a bronze medal finishing 3rd place 
in her first year in cadet ladies solo dance.  
Well done Jess! 

British Champions 2022 

Jessica Heyes Year 10 
European Championship 
Skater 
 
Jessica has also just returned from competing in 
the Artistic Roller Skating European 
Championships which was held in Andorra.  
Jessica was selected to skate for Great Britain 
following her success earlier in the year at the 
British Championships, becoming the Junior 
Couples British Champion and bronze medalist in 
her Solo Dance Event. 
Jessica competed in her solo dance and free 
dance events in the cadet ladies category.  
Jessica is also due to skate for Great Britain again 
in a few weeks at an International competition 
which will be held in the Netherlands.  
Congratulations again to Jessica on her fantastic 
achievements! 



In July 2022 Toby Halpin-Foden (now Year 9) and 
Emma Halpin-Foden (ex Elton Headgirl 2021) 
competed in the GB Skate Artistic Championships.  
Toby was awarded 3rd place in both Solo Dance and 
Free Skating. 
Emma was awarded 3rd in Free Skating and 4th in 
Solo Dance. As a consequence of this performance, 
Emma has been selected to skate for Great Britain in 
the Cup of Europe in the Netherlands in October 2022. 
Outstanding achievements for both students.  
Well done!  

British Championships 2022 



Parent Governor Vacancies 

Do you want to make a difference? 

Could you volunteer and become a Parent Governor at The 
Elton High School, one of the best high schools in the Bury 
area?  

 Do you care about improving 
children’s education and want  to 
contribute within your local 
community? 

 Are you open minded, do you have 
an enquiring mind and the ability to 
look at issues objectively? 

 Do you work well within a team? 

The strength of The Elton is based on our 
outstanding staff, excellent students and close 

relationships with our parent community. 
Despite our reputation and success we are not 

complacent and know that further 
development is needed for our school to keep 

moving forwards. The Governing Body is at 
the centre of that continued development and 
we welcome your interest in taking up a role. 

 

If you have the time and commitment for this 
role then we would love to hear from you.  
Please apply by calling us Mrs NJ Carr on  
0161 511 6206 or email your interest to 

parkern@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

Deadline for your interest is  
Friday 30th September 2022  

mailto:parkern@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Bury Careers Event 
Wednesday, 28th September 2022 

Castle Leisure Centre, Bolton St BL9 OEZ 

3.30pm - 7pm 



Elton have formed a full-time 
partnership with Lancashire 
Spinners Basketball and The 
Elton High School is now their 
home training ground.   
They are welcoming girls in 
Year 7 or 8 to join on Friday 
evenings 7-8pm; and boys in 
Years 7 or 8 are welcome 
Friday evenings 8-9pm.   
Parents can text / ring Nick 
Ibberson on the below 
number for more information.  
The first session is free, 
subsequent sessions will be 
£3.00.   
Lancashire Spinners are also 
aiming to create a ‘Central 
Venue League’ for girls in 
Primary and Secondary School 
on Saturdays and Sundays (as 
well as playing their own 
games).  



 

 



Kids these days carry a lot of expensive 
equipment, from trainers and clothing,   
to books and sportswear. So, it's scary  to 
think that the average student loses 7  
items per month.  
Having a school locker can help to reduce  
these numbers. Creating a constant, secure 
location for students to store possessions 
safely. With the added advantage of keeping 
books dry and promoting better back 
health. 
And, when you compare the cost vs 
replacing a school jumper, the decision is 
simple.   

LOCKERS,  FROM 
AS LITTLE AS 12p 
PER DAY.  

SIMPLE. SAFE. SECURE.  

Visit locker.rentals and book your locker today. 
Source: www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/how-many-items-you-lose-8246553 

Email: enquiries@locker.rentals  Website: www.locker.rentals 

enquiries@locker.rentals                www.locker.rentals 

STUDENTS LOSE AN 
AVERAGE OF  

7  

ITEMS PER MONTH! 

The next edition of the Elton Times will be emailed on 

Wednesday 28 September 2022 


