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this having an impact on so many real life 
situations, such as job interviews, social care 
meetings and opportunities within education. Dr 
McKenzie hopes that his studies will be taken up 
by politicians and that they will do more work to 
address the issue - "Just as people shouldn't hold 
gender biases or biases about how people look, 
we should also not have biases against accents", 
he said.  
 
There will be one final issue of the Elton Times 
before we break up for summer and that issue 
will include details about the end of term, staff 
who are leaving and also the plans for the new 
term in September. In the meantime, we have 
various events taking place in the next few days, 
including Year 7 Transition Days (this Wednesday 
and Thursday), the Art/Music Celebration Evening 
(5.30pm on Thursday 7th July)  and the reward 
trips which are scheduled for July 12th. It 
promises to be a busy couple of weeks and as 
always, please do not hesitate to contact me 
directly if you have any questions or queries 
about what is taking place in school. Many thanks 
for your continued support. 
 
Jonathan Wilton, Headteacher 
wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

This year's GCSE exams were spread over a longer 
period than usual, due to the exam boards 
wanting to make sure that if students had any 
absences then they would not miss more than 
one exam in any given day. The exams finally 
ended last Thursday, with our Year 11 students 
then saying their farewells, signing shirts and 
having one last assembly with Mrs Leech and 
their form tutors. The pictures from that day are 
shown on page 3 and, as we have come to expect 
from that year group, the students all conducted 
themselves really week and generated such a 
positive atmosphere. They now deserve a good 
period of rest over the summer months though 
we look forward to seeing them at the 
forthcoming Prom on July 8th. 
 
Next week sees the start of our oracy 
presentations, with every Year 7 student taking 
part in a schedule of speeches to their 
classmates, teachers and also some invited 
governors. We have done this for a few years 
now and it is part of our wider oracy programme, 
with a full series of lessons/activities taking 
place throughout Year 7, led by our English 
teachers. One of the main aims of our oracy 
programme is to develop the students' 
confidence, so that they can articulate 
themselves in a  clear manner and in the 'right' 
way. It is not a matter of speaking 'posh', it is a 
matter of being able to put forward their views 
and opinions in an effective manner.  
 
While oracy has nothing to do with accents and is 
all about what you say and the manner that you 
say it, it was still disappointing to see the recent 
news about a research team who found that 
there is still prejudice against northern English 
accents. The research project, led by Dr Robert 
McKenzie, has been studying how English people 
respond to northern and southern accents. His 
team found that people are more likely to be 
biased against people with northern accents, with 
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Year 11 Final Day & Farewells 

Over six weeks since the first GCSE of 
the summer, last Thursday’s GCSE 
Physics exam was the final task for our 
Year 11, signalling the end of their 
exams and their time in our school.   
The students spent time celebrating 
their final morning, signing shirts with 
each other, taking photographs, giving 
cards / presents to teachers and 
enjoying a final assembly which 
reviewed their time at Elton over the 
past five years.   
This year group have faced real 
challenges in the past four years, with 
two lockdowns and various periods of 
enforced isolations and remote learning.  
They have come through these 
challenges in a very positive manner, 
working in a focussed manner 
throughout the exam period and 
conducting themselves in the right way 
until the very end. 
They deserve every success in the 
summer and we hope that they get the 
results that reflect their efforts.  In the 
meantime, we look forward to seeing 
them at the Prom in a couple of weeks! 



A cohort of Year 10 students enjoyed a strenuous walking 
day in Langdale as part of their OCR Cambridge National 
Sports Studies course. Unfortunately, the ghyll scrambling 
had to be cancelled due to heavy rain in the area meaning 
water conditions were not suitable. Instead they embarked 
upon a lengthened hill walk. This involved a long climb to 
the top of Wilkinson’s Stickle which rises 736m above sea 
level. Here they enjoyed some fabulous views over the 
Langdale Valley.  
Kayaking and orienteering were due to take place on the 
following day and we were really pleased with the 
engagement of the students. 
Mr Meighan, PE Department 
Email: meighank@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

Year 10 Outdoor Pursuits 



Review of World Book Week 

During the recent World Book Week, students took part in lots of amazing activities includ-
ing: Drop everything and read,  Readathon, Author visits and competitions.   

Year 7 loved their first world book week at Elton and had this to say:  

Enjoyed the visit- Emmanuella Ilevbabor 

Fun, creative, encouraging-Grace Hankins 

So interesting, books-Aimee Duce  

Good, fun , interesting-Alice Rowland 

Amazing, inspiration, entertaining-Ella Greaves 

Encouraging, creative, inspiring-Adam Dennis 
Students in Year 7 were visited by Lisa Thompson  is a children’s novelist and the author of 
the best-selling The Goldfish Boy and The Light Jar. The Goldfish Boy was a Waterstones Chil-
dren’s Book of the Month and was nominated for the Carnegie Medal, the Branford Boase 
Award and the Waterstones Children’s Book Prize. She lives in Suffolk with her family 
Students were excited to hear all about Lisa's time working for the BBC and asked her if 
some of their favourite characters would be in spin off books from Goldfish Boy. She agreed 
it was a great idea but we would have to wait and see.  
We have five of Lisa's books in the LRC including Goldfish Boy and Graveyard Riddle. 



Review of World Book Week 

What did Year 8 Say about 
World Book Week?  
 
My Imagination flew - Zakir Syed  
Interesting and entertaining - James Rigby  
Calm, interesting and fun - Emma Sullivan  
Fun for everyone—Daisy Smith  
Pretty cool week - Tilly Walker  
Absolutely incredibly brilliant - Sam Hopkinson  
Inspiring, fun, interesting - Ray Warburton  

Students in Year 8 were visited by Karen 
McCombie.  Karen is a bestselling author of 
children's and young adult novels, and has had 
more than 90 books published. She is the author of 
the much-loved series 'Ally's World' (early 2000s) 
and her most recent books include the Carnegie-
nominated historical adventure 'Little Bird 
Flies' (2019) and it's newly published partner novel 
'Little Bird Lands' (2020, Nosy Crow Books), plus the 
'St Grizzle's School' series for younger readers 
(Stripes). She has several books published in 2021. 
Originally from Scotland, Karen lives in London with 
her husband, her teenage daughter and beautiful 
but bitey cat Dizzy. 
We have over 28 of Karen's books in our school LRC 
for students to borrow, including the much loved 
and dyslexia friendly ‘Fagin's Girl’ and ‘How to be 
Human.’  



Students in Year 9 were visited 
by acclaimed author Bali Rai and 
when surveyed a staggering 75% 
of students said the week had 
made them read more.   

Review of World Book Week 

Bali Rai was born in 1971 and raised as a 
working class Punjabi in Leicester. He grew 
up in a deprived area of Leicester, a city 
which is almost unique in terms of cultural 
mix and his style of writing is firmly 
grounded in the reality that he has seen 
around him since he was a child. The 
senior school he attended was about 80% 
BAME - 20% white children in terms of 
ethnic makeup. 
Bali Rai has been writing short stories and 
poetry since the age of eight. As a child he 
made up wild and exciting stories and his 
imagination has been vivid ever since. At 
school he excelled at English language and 
told his teachers that he would one day be 
a writer. 
He left school with eight GCSEs and 
English was always his favourite subject. 
After school he did three a-levels at a local 
sixth form - none of which was English 
Literature, which he now regrets. He went 
on to graduate from Southbank University 
in London with a 2:1 in politics and since 
then he has had various jobs in retail, 
cinema, and telesales and has kept a keen, 
almost obsessive, interest in current 
affairs. 
The students were really keen to hear 
about Bali's favourite football club and the 
first books he enjoyed. We have fifteen of 
Bali's books in our LRC including dyslexia 
friendly texts and his Soccer Squad series.  



Growing up, Dan led three lives. In one he survived the day-to-day humdrum of 
boarding school, while in another he travelled the world, finding adventure in the 
padi-fields of Asia and the jungles of Brazil. But the third life he lived in a world of 
his own, making up stories . . . which is where some people say he still lives most 
of the time! 
Now settled in Newcastle with his wife and two children, Dan writes stories to 
share with both adults and children – and with an interest in World War Two, a 
great-aunt who was a flak-gunner, and a grandfather who was an army captain 
during the war, is it any wonder that his first book for children is set during those 
uncertain days of 1941? 
The students really enjoyed Dan sharing some of his stories about living abroad. 

Review of World Book Week 

World Book Week Prizes 
Students were nominated for prizes by teachers and staff in all departments of the school. Well done to all of our 
students who took home one of the amazing hampers, vouchers or superpower reading mugs. Year 9 and 10 prizes 
winners will be announced soon.  

Year 10 were lucky to 
be visited by Dan Smith 
and the experience was 

summed up in three 
words by Lauren 

Hainsworth as 
"Encouraging, positive, 

helpful".  

Addison Tongue 
 Isabelle Prince 

Eden Pilling Lines  
 Gracie Jaques  

Donnie Mckendrick  
Idrees Fiaz  

Iris Robertson  

Anthony Smith  
Hayder Chaudry 

Mason Harvey Hamilton  
Arshpreet Khur 

Tia Bridge  
Ryan Kenyon 

Jay Smith  

Zuzanna Rekowska  
Isla Walsh  

Aisha Rehman  
Obaidullah Nayel  

Aleesha Ashraf 
Joshua Foster  

Russell Clayton  

Andrew Haigh  
Tristen Le Roux  

Emmanuella Illevebor  
Paul Quaye  

Freya Franklin  
Aleena Ashraf  



A cohort of our Year 10 students visited Blackpool 
Zoo on Friday 17th June 2022 as part of their 
ASDAN course. Whilst the weather was in our 
favour the traffic was not! It took us 3 hours to get 
there!  The students made the most of it by 
singing and enjoying some of the beautiful scenery 
we saw on the way. We finally arrived at 12:00 and 
the first thing we did was fuel up with food after 
having such a taxing morning. The rest of the day 
went smoothly seeing some gorgeous animals 
such as elephants, giraffes, monkeys, sea lions and 
much more. The students left with huge smiles on 
their faces.  It was a lovely and much deserved day 
out especially with how hard the students have 
been working.     
This trip would not have been possible without 
Miss Gisbourne. Thank you to her for keeping so 
calm and being such a fantastic driver—especially 
with the amount of diversions and traffic we faced 
on the day!  
Miss Patel 

Blackpool Zoo Trip 



Student Development Day 
Tuesday 21st June 

Personal, Social, Health and Economic 
Education is an integral part of the 
development of young people, enabling 
them to understand themselves, the 
part they play in society, and the 
realities of adult life.  For 15 years, a 
large proportion of the students’ PSHE 
education at Elton has been delivered 
through themed Student Development 
Days.  The whole school come off 
timetable and each year group has a 
targeted element of PSHE to focus 
upon. Tuesday saw the last of these 
days and it marks the end of era! 
Year 7 students were learning about 
disability: physical and mental; seen 
and unseen.  We had external visitors 
from the local authority, police cyber 
bullying team and Bury People First, a 
charity that works to support people 
with disabilities in the local area.  They 
spoke to the year group in the morning 
about the different kinds of disabilities 
that people can have, the equality act, 
hate crime and the real-life experiences 
that some people with disabilities have 

been subjected to.  Students were able 
to share their own experiences, 
misconceptions and develop a greater 
awareness of the challenges some 
people face.  Their task for the 
afternoon was to create a campaign 
that highlighted the serious effects and 
consequences of disability 
discrimination as well as promote 
tolerance, respect and understanding.  
Forms had to work to put together a 
presentation that they later delivered 
to the judging panel and the rest of the 
year group.  I can honestly say we have 
a lot of talented students in year 7!  We 
saw several role plays, a rap, tik tok, 
poetry, and some very confident public 
speakers.  A lot of fantastic work was 
produced and our visitors were 
impressed.  Whilst it was difficult to 
judge and agree on one winning form, 
we came to the decision that 7L, 
collectively, had put together the most 
thorough and varied presentation.  
They are looking forward to having a 
free breakfast as a reward. 
 
 



The theme for year 8 was Cultural Diversity and British 
Values.  This day provides enrichment for students’ 
awareness and understanding of what it means to be 
British and the various cultures that exist and flourish in 
Britain.  The day included a lesson about Aboriginal art, 
playing sports that derive from the USA/Canada, and 
learning about core principles that an inclusive British 
society should adopt, democracy, the rule of law, 
individual liberty and mutual respect for and tolerance 
of those with different faiths and beliefs.  Students also 
had the opportunity to research the history and culture 
of another country. 
Our Year 9 students went out of school on a Work 
Shadow day.  They were asked to find themselves a 
placement to gain experience of the working world.  
The feedback from the students was overwhelmingly positive. 
Year 10 were focusing on life beyond school.  They learnt about what makes a good Personal Statement and how to 
put together and structure a clear, concise CV.  Very soon, students will be applying for college/apprenticeships/
part time work, and the value of their personal statements and CVs should not be underestimated.  Students were 
also learning about the variety of apprenticeships available to them, what T levels are, and how financially aware 
they are.  The day also included a session about interviews and interview technique. 
Thank you to everyone who has been involved with these days.   
Mrs Parkinson—Head of PSHE  
Email: parkinsonn@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

Student Development Day 
Tuesday 21st June 



We have recently received information about a new 
LGBT+ Group for young people in Bury.  The groups is 
called FROGS (Finally Realising Ourselves Growing 
Stronger) 
 
WHO IS IT FOR? 
A weekly group for LGBT+ young people and those 
questioning their gender or sexuality aged 13-19 (and 
up to 25 with additional needs) who live or spend 
time in Bury. 
 
WHAT IS IT? 
A supportive space for young people to make friends, 
connect with their community, and explore a wide 
range of activities. 
 

FROGS 
WHEN IS IT? 
5.00 – 7pm, Tuesday 
 
WHERE IS IT? 
Currently meeting at a venue in Bury 
 
If young people are interested they can let us know 
by completing this form and we will be in touch, or 
alternatively they can just show up to the session as it 
is going to be held at the MET in Bury.  Young people 
are more than welcome to contact me with questions 
on this email or via text/whatsapp on 07767160313 
 
Mr Dolata—Enrichment Coordinator 
Email: dolatab@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

Art Department Update 

The Art Department would like to say a huge thank you to Judith 
Percy, who has very kindly donated boxes of high quality art 
materials to the school.  
Judith's husband Malcolm used to own an art shop, and since he 
has passed away Judith has kept the equipment ready to donate. 
Judith has given our department boxes of branded paints, ceramic 
and glass paint, oil pastels, water colours, inks, pencils, 
sketchbooks and specialist papers which we know will be a 
massive help to our GCSE students and the quality of their work. 
Thank you Judith, your generosity is very much appreciated! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScpdR4EMCAQyygXhCbXW4bItm464_ISaCc4wk9WxtxrM5M36g/viewform?usp=sf_link


Geography Department Update 

Year 7 

Year 7 have been looking at coasts, in particular the scale of over fishing 
in our oceans and the effects this is having!  

Many students were passionate about over fishing and the harmful effects, 
therefore many participated in a march in support of our oceans!  



Geography Department Update 

Year 7 have thoroughly enjoyed their current unit of Coasts! Students after protesting about over fishing, 

students were given a project to do on ‘Sustainable Fishing’ techniques. 

Below are some examples of students from Miss. Walkden’s classes!  



Geography Department Update 

Year 8 
During the GORGEOUS heatwave, Miss. Windsor and Miss. Walkden arranged 

outside-classroom learning!  

Year 8 are currently learning about deciduous woodland and the ecosystem 
within it. Students are creating masks on a food chain they have researched.  

What better way to visualise the food chain than outside in our very own 
deciduous woodland ecosystem! 

Miss Windsor, Miss. Walkden and Miss Baron would like to say a massive 

well done to all Year 11 students for their hard work and dedication for their 

GCSEs! We wish you all the best of luck in your future.  



Maths Department Update 

Maths Challenge KS  

Maths Challenge KS3 

Deadline Friday 8th July 
Email armishawm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

With your solutions. Prizes available! 

Last edition’s solutions 
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PE Department Update 

We have continued doing Athletics in PE during the past couple of 
weeks. This will link into schools sports day and selecting the Bury 
schools Athletics team. The pictures on these pages show the top 
performing students in various athletics evenings in our school.  
Mr Aldred, PE Department 
Email: aldredp@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  



PE Department Update 



Primary Art Club 

After School Primary Art Club students have been studying the 
Artist Mark Hearld, who makes work based on British wildlife. 
Students created their own designs and used watercolours to add 
some beautiful colours. These birds will be on display at our Arts 
Celebration evening on the 7th July. 
After School Primary Art Club runs on Mondays from 3.30-4.45 and 
is open to students in the local area aged between 7-11 years. If 
you would like to take part there are still some places available,  so 
please email Miss Perry to reserve a spot. 
perryh@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 
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Ava Wright (7E) has qualified to ride for Great Britain at 
the European and World BMX Championships. Ava has 
been racing BMX bikes for 4 years and rides for the 
Concept Meybo UK BMX team, and trains at Bruntwood 
Park BMX track in Cheadle. She is ranked 1st in the 
North and 5th in GB and will be travelling to Dessel in 
Belgium on 7-10th July to race the best 12 year old 
girls across Europe.  Two weeks later will be travelling to 
Nantes in France to compete at the World Champs.'  

World BMX Championships 
Year 7 Contender! 



One TEAM, One DREAM 

The Barcelona Girls Cup is an international youth 
football tournament for girls held in Spain each year. 
The cup is a high-quality tournament designed to 
provide unforgettable memories. 
Tilly Armer and Niamh McBride (Year 9) were both 
part of the squad of 13.  Both girls played 
throughout the tournament, beating teams from 
Switzerland and Norway, while a draw against a 
team from Germany put them top of group A. The 
girls went into a nail-biting semi-final against 
another English team (Whitley Bay) who they beat 
on penalties, taking them through to the final 
against Barcelona FC Girls Academy. The final result 
didn’t go their way but the girls performed well and 
should be proud of their achievement putting girls’ 
football on the map for the UK in this Women’s 
World Cup year. 



Schools everywhere are doing their best to 
help children catch up with the months of 
learning lost during the pandemic, and yet 
reading for pleasure – which has been shown 
time and time again to be the single biggest 
indicator of a child’s future success – is falling 
off the agenda. A study by our friends Read 
for Good – a charity which raises money for 
books for schools and children in hospital by 
getting children reading for fun – found that 
81% of schools didn’t have a separate budget 
for reading for pleasure, while almost three 
quarters of schools reported decimated 
library stocks due to unreturned books during 
lockdown or library resources being diverted 
elsewhere. 
It's time to get serious about reading for 
pleasure, and start rebuilding our schools’ 
libraries. We’re giving five schools £1,000/
€1,000 of National Book Tokens each, plus 

membership to the School Library 
Association, to help them rebuild their range 
of books and encourage reading for pleasure 
now and for generations to come. 
Nominate your school using the link below, 
and if yours is one of the five winning 
entries, you’ll also win a £100/€120 National 
Book Token for yourself! 
 
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/
schools?
utm_source=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_
content=nominate-your-
school&utm_campaign=20220607_schools 
 
We will be sending the link to parents via 
email. It only takes 1 minute to enter. Please 
pass on to other family members and ask 
them to vote for us. 

WIN £1,000/€1,000 to help your school rebuild their 
library – plus a £100/€120 National Book Token for 

yourself! 

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools?utm_source=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=nominate-your-school&utm_campaign=20220607_schools
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools?utm_source=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=nominate-your-school&utm_campaign=20220607_schools
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https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools?utm_source=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=nominate-your-school&utm_campaign=20220607_schools
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The final edition of the academic year will be sent on 

Wednesday 13 July 2022 


