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events which saw lots of activities taking place 
throughout school. Reading is obviously the 
basic principle for learning, and we do have a 
strong reading support programme in place at 
Elton as well as an established literacy plan in 
English and other lessons. A recent university 
study has found that reading activities play a 
direct role in raising exam grades. Researchers 
measured activities such as reading for 
pleasure, visiting a library and discussing books 
at home, with such activities boosting GCSE 
scores by a clear amount. "Engaging in two or 
three reading activities, on average, increases 
the pupil's GCSE score by between two and 
three grades" they found. It seems an 'easy win' 
for students to gain better grades by reading 
more regularly and widely, and it is something 
that can be supported at home to have a really 
significant impact.  
This will be the last newsletter before the 
Easter holiday, with the next issue being 
released in the first week of next term 
(Wednesday 20th April). I hope that you are 
able to have a good break with your families, 
but please do not hesitate to contact me if 
there are any questions or queries about our 
school. Many thanks for your continued 
support. 
 
Jonathan Wilton, Headteacher 
wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

When the first issue of this newsletter was sent 
in September 2016, David Cameron was about 
to announce his resignation as Prime Minister, 
Leicester City were about to start their defence 
of the Premier League title, and the first 
televised debate was due to take palace for the 
Presidential election, between Hilary Clinton 
and the outside candidate, Donald Trump. Now 
we arrive at the 100th edition of the newsletter 
and while so much has changed since the first 
issue of the Elton Times, the core values of our 
school remain in place - the principles of 
supporting our students to be the best that 
they can be, academically and socially, enabling 
them to be confident, articulate and caring 
young people, ready for the challenges of the 
wider world.  
It was really positive that our recent Ofsted 
inspection recognised the values that exist 
across the school, noting that our students are 
confident, polite and considerate young people. 
We do not work to fit the demands of Ofsted 
and it is simply part of the standard process 
which schools need to deal with, but it was 
welcoming to see that the inspection did note 
the standards and principles that exist across 
the school. The report can be read here Ofsted 
Report  
This 100th issue of the Elton Times again 
showcases the excellent work that is being 
done across the school. We have recently had 
both Science Week and World Book Week, two 
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Science Week March 14th—18th 

Overview 
The theme for this year’s Science Week was Growth.  
There were lots of activities going on all week 
throughout the school.  Some Y9 and 10 students 
visited the “New Scientist Live” event at Manchester 
Central making their way there on the tram.  The Year 
7 students had some fascinating talks from STEM 
ambassadors on subjects including meteorology, 
clinical biology and even flying delivery systems.  The 
Y8 students were building towers from spaghetti and 

marshmallows: the tallest we measured was nearly 
1.5m.  The students were given assemblies about the 
impact of science on modern life, took part in a quiz 
to test their science knowledge and made some 
science bunting to decorate the canteen.  Thanks to 
our students for their response to the various 
activities—we can’t wait for next year! 
The Science Department 
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Mrs Beard would like to thank Riley Gibbs and Harriet 
O'Neill in Year 10 for their excellent organising of the 
science photo booth for Science week. Both staff and 
students really enjoyed taking part!   



Science Week March 14th—18th 

"New Scientist Live" Event at GMEX 

The festival took place in Manchester for the first time after a 
successful five-year run in London. Mrs Colyer and Mr Khan took 
21 students on Monday March 14th to the dedicated Schools’ Day.  
Our students took part in a programme of exciting talks including:  
 Nano: the spectacular science of the very (very) small  
 A volatile history of chemistry  
 Mastering memory by Braintastic 
 The boggling brain 
 Esports - life in the metaverse 
 The Big Britannica NS Live Quiz Show! 
Students also visited an exhibition floor full of interactive 
demonstrations, took part in workshops and discovered more 
about the science that shapes the world around us.  
The students were a credit to the school, their behaviour was 
exemplary and we were really impressed with the courtesy and 
consideration they showed towards members of the public on 
public transport.   Mrs Colyer 



Student Development Day—Y7 

 Year 7L Student Development Day 
Charity Activity 
During last week’s Student Development Day, Year 7 had 
the task of choosing a local charity to decide on a fund 
raising activity to present to their form. Form members 
then had the chance to vote on their form winner. Each 
form then would present their ideas in an assembly in 
front of their year group. All pupils were very excited to 
get their ideas heard and ultimately voted for. Watch this 
space to see who the winners would be…..  

 

Day Monday  
4th April 

Tuesday  
5th April 

Wednesday  
6th April 

Thursday  
7th April 

Friday  
8th April 

AM  Spanish Higher 
Tier 10am - 

12.30pm 

Geography:  
times tbc 

Music  
10am until 3 pm 

Maths  
9am - 11am 

PM  Spanish  
Foundation Tier 

1pm - 3pm 

Geography:  
times tbc 

  

Day  Monday  
11th April 

Tuesday  
12th April 

Wednesday  
13th April 

Thursday  
14th April 

  

AM    GCSE PE - AQA 
Examiner Visit for 
selected students 

    

Some additional study support sessions will take place in school during the Easter Holidays to assist Year 11 
students in preparing for the forthcoming exams. Details are below.  
Further sessions will be held in school during the May half term. 

Year 11 Holiday Intervention 



Parent Forum 

Easter Rewards 

During the final week of term we plan to have our normal 
reward assemblies with Easter eggs and certificates to 
celebrate the great achievements of our students during the 
Spring Term. We will also be including a range of fun activities 
as we continue to focus upon wellbeing and building positive 
relationships.  
On Friday April 1st we will be having a tuck shop at lunch (any 
profits will be donated to Ukraine relief) and a fun Easter form 
quiz during period 5 to end the school term.  

The Parent Forum had an initial meeting on February 
10th 2022 and parents who attended responded to 
three key questions which had been prepared in 
advance of the meeting:-  
1. How might parents be able to contribute to 

careers education? 
2. How can school provide further support to 

promote improve mental health for young 
people? 

3. What issues do parents want to discuss? How 
might parents be involved in school 
improvement? 

 
The main outcomes of the meeting were:- 
1. that parents are keen to contribute to careers 

education and made some valuable suggestions 
on how we might be able to deliver some 
focussed inputs e.g. Engineering week; 
Healthcare week etc. 

2. parents are keen to reconnect with school, get 
more involved and be more educated in issues 
that will help to educate and protect their 
children e.g. more information about topics 
being covered in the curriculum; more 
involvement in book scrutiny and homework 
challenges; more information about key issues 
such as safety online, mental health and 
wellbeing and drugs and alcohol advice and 
guidance.  

3. Parents want to be part of school life; they 
want to have social events where they can 
engage with each other and also meet staff. 
Parents want to have routine contact and 
communication with school to support their 
children. Parents want to be more involved in 
supporting school improvement through active 
parent voice.  

 
After the Easter holiday we intend to have another 
parent forum which will focus upon Teaching & 
Learning combined with Cheese & Wine. 
 
We will also be publishing a menu of information 
evenings which parents can opt to attend e.g. online 
safety – a parent workshop and guide to keeping 
teenagers safe.  



Learning Resource Centre News 

To celebrate the 100th edition of The Elton Times, I 
have looked at the student library book loans of the 
past one hundred days. In that time more than 1,600 
books have been borrowed, including graphic novels, 
manga and non-fiction. The Heartstopper graphic 
novel series by Alice Oseman has been the most 
popular, closely followed by the perennial favourite, 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney. Manga is very 
popular with students, with series such as Naruto, 
Assassination Classroom and One-Punch Man being 
borrowed on a regular basis. In the non-fiction loans, 
the most popular book is Running The World, written 
by the inspirational endurance runner Nick Butter, 
who visited our school in November. Footballer 
biographies are always very popular and this year has 

           Top 10 Fiction Loans            Top 10 Non-Fiction Loans 

1. Heartstopper 2 

2. Diary of a Wimpy Kid – Old School 
3. Heartstopper 1 

4. Heartstopper 4 

5. Diary of a Wimpy Kid – Hard Luck 

6. One Punch Man 1 

7. Heartstopper 3 

8. Diary of a Wimpy Kid – The Getaway 

9. Diary of a Wimpy Kid – The Meltdown 

10. The World’s Worst Children 3 

11. Running The World 

12. Messi 
13. Ryan Giggs: Wing Wizard 

14. World Football Records 

15. Cookies: 25 Mouthwatering Recipes 

16. Neymar 

17. Baking Made Easy 

18. Salah: from the playground to the pitch. 
19. Minecraft Redstone Handbook 

20. Minecraft Handbook 4 

Top 10 Authors Total loans per Year Group 

1. Alice Oseman 

2. Jeff Kinney 

3. ONE & Yusuke Murata 

4. David Walliams 

5. Nick Butter 

6. Tom & Matt Oldfield 

7. Liz Pichon 

8. Raina Telgemeier 

9. Masashi Kishimoto 

10. Yusei Matsui 

 Year 7 998 

Year 8 286 

Year 9 200 

Year 10 135 

 Year 11 17 

 Totals 1636 

100 Days of Library Book Loans 

seen an increase in gaming manuals such as Minecraft 
and Fortnite. Cookery books are another favourite, 
with students borrowing books by Lorraine Pascale, 
Jamie Oliver and Mary Berry, as well as books on 
vegetarian and vegan cooking. 
In the past 100 days, Year 7 students have borrowed 
nearly one thousand books, which is a fantastic 
number of loans. Year 8 have borrowed nearly 300 
books and Year 9 have just managed to reach 200 
books. It is very encouraging to see so many students 
borrowing books from the LRC and enjoying reading 
for pleasure. I hope they will continue to do so for the 
next 100 days and beyond. 
 
Mrs Barker, LRC Manager  



Punctuality Draw Winners 

Well done to our recent  

punctuality draw winners! 

YEAR 7 
Jacob Brooks 

Sasha Charakupa 

Alex Groves 

Ava Harris-Scott 

Courtney Holliday 

Samantha Jennings 

Joseph Platt 

Bisma Qureshi 

Jack Smith 

Lucy Weston 

YEAR 8 
Gracie Brooks 

Zac Fielding 

Joseph Hodges 

Nathan Jones 

Carys Lockhart 

Cody Martin 

Charlie Plummer 

Ruby Regan 

Casey Saunders 

Alfie Sewell 

YEAR 9 
Lilah Capps 

Bailey Cross 

Ashaie Evans 

Halle Fitzpatrick 

Daniel Garland 

Dex Haworth-Gibbs 

Tino Jeremiah 

Seren Jones 

Lily Powell 

Ella Temple 

YEAR 10 
Louie Barnes 

Amelia Cockburn 

Nadirah Gourbin 

Ella Greenhalgh 

Alfie Isherwood 

Jessica Kenyon 

Skye Mattocks 

Christian Parrish 

Freya Pryor 

Olivia Soares 

 

YEAR 11 
Zac Barnes 

Sam Galgerud 

Scott Headley-Price 

Alice Foster 

Lucy Harrop 

Rebecca Kenyon 

Ewan Pilling-Lines 

Chloe Prescott 

Dylan Tligui 

Rhys Williams 



Then apply to become a Parent Governor at The Elton High School, working 
within the Governing Body to continue our development and progress. 

Do you care about improving children’s education and want  to contribute 
within your local  community? 

Are you open minded, do you have an enquiring mind and the ability to  look 
at issues objectively? 

Do you work well within a     team? 
  

The strength of The Elton is based on our outstanding staff, excellent 
students and close relationships with our parent community. Despite our 

reputation and success we are not complacent and know that further 
development is needed for our school to keep moving forwards. The 

Governing Body is at the centre of that continued development and we 
welcome your interest in taking up a role. 

  
If you have the time and commitment for this role then we would love to 

hear from you.  Please apply by calling us Mrs NJ Parker on 01615116206 or 
email your interest to parkern@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 

  

Deadline for your interest is Friday 29th April 2022. 

DO YOU WANT TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE? 

Bury College is delighted to offer an exciting range 
of curriculum-based masterclasses, delivered after 
school on the Bury College campus. 
Available to pupils in Years 10 and 11, these clubs 
will give you the opportunity to explore your career 
options by trying out the curriculum subject of your 
choice. You will also gain valuable experience, learn 
new skills, and make new friends! 
All clubs are held on a Wednesday, 5pm-7pm, and 
run for 5 consecutive weeks.  Curriculum clubs are 
delivered in our specialist vocational facilities by 
qualified and experienced Bury College staff. 
The cost for each 5-week club is £30.00 per person 
and must be paid in full in advance of the start date. 
To book your place please 
email afterschoolclubs@burycollege.ac.uk or ring 
0161 280 8200. 

Clubs include: 

 Sport & Fitness Academy - Fitness 

 Performing Arts Academy 

 Experience Engineering (Computer-Aided Design) 

 First Response Cadets (Public Services) 

 Travel Crew Club 

 Junior Chef Club 

 Style School - Hairdressing 

 Introduction to Construction: Bricklaying 

 Introduction to Construction: Carpentry & Joinery 

 Coding Cadets - Programming & Robotics 
 
https://burycollege.ac.uk/courses/after-school-
masterclasses/ 

mailto:parkern@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
mailto:afterschoolclubs@burycollege.ac.uk
https://burycollege.ac.uk/courses/after-school-masterclasses/
https://burycollege.ac.uk/courses/after-school-masterclasses/


Art Department Update 

Primary Arts Club 
Miss Perry and Mr Goodwin have 
been working with students in our 
Primary Arts Club on these 
brilliant butterfly prints. Students 
have drawn out their butterfly 
designs onto polyboard, chosen 
their colours then inked up the 
board. They then transferred their 
designs onto a huge piece of 
fabric, overlapping the shapes 
and colours to create this lovely 
hanging piece.  



Art Department Update 

Outstanding Year 7 Artworks 
Year 7 students have been working hard to create fun, 
vibrant animal portraits inspired by an artist called 
Carolee Clark. Students have been learning about colour 
theory and putting their colour mixing skills to good use 
in lessons. Some students have been able to paint their 
own pet portraits and we think these final pieces are 
fantastic! Wonderful work Year 7 - well done. These 
pieces are by Scarlett Raymond, Mac Rooney, Harry 
Wolfenden, Lucia Dodd, Cecily Anderson and Laceyanne 
Croke 



Picture Perfect Patterns  
by Year 8 
 
Students in Year 8 have been working on 
an extended painting project, developing 
their understanding of pattern design 
along with secondary and tertiary 
colours. Inspired by MC Escher and his 
mathematical artworks, students 
created their own repeating, reflected 
patterns and have done a really 
beautiful job painting them. We have 
been particularly impressed with how 
Year 8 have worked to continually 
improve their paintings, refining edges 
and re-painting areas that were not as 
successful. We also absolutely love how 
individual all of the final designs are! 
Well done Year 8 - superb effort.  
 
These pieces are by: Niamh Brooks, 
Rayne Smith, Poppy Johnson, Freya 
Moulding, Makenzie Lamont, Hayden 
Heap, Ruby Regan, James Rigby 

Art Department Update 



Delicious Donut Designs by Year 9 
Year 9 have been learning new sewing skills in their 
lessons recently, creating designs inspired by tasty treats 
like donuts and cakes. After adding colour to their 
drawings, they practised a range of stitches on a scrap 
piece of fabric to build up their confidence, then started 
to complete their final pieces. We think these outcomes 
are exceptional and demonstrate their knowledge and 
skills perfectly. Well done to Year 9 and these students in 
particular: Pheobe Gogh, Isobel Oxley,Molly Gill, Heidi 
Aspinall, Ahmed Alradhi, Charlie Richardson, Elvis 
Farrelly, Isobel Gallagher, Kalister Weaver, Shi Han.  

Art Department Update 



Maths 

Challenge KS4 

Maths 

Challenge KS3 

Deadline Friday 1st April 
Email armishawm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

With your solutions. Prizes available! 

Last Month’s solutions 

KS3:  KS4:40 degrees 

Maths Department Update 

mailto:armishawm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


We had the pleasure of having Manchester United 
Women’s Football Team Goalkeeper Coach Ian 
Willcock pay us a visit as part of a challenge the Year 
10’s were completing for the ASDAN course they are 
currently undertaking. The challenge was to interview 
a person who works in the sport industry. 
It was a successful interview and the students learnt 
so much about Ian’s career and the hard work he has 
put in to achieve the position that he has reached 

MUFC Goalkeeper Coach Visit 

today. The key message that was put across to the 
students was “HARD WORK BEATS ANYTHING”. 
The students were in awe, especially at the fact that 
he has worked with some of the top football players 
in the industry.  They also had a chance to take some 
pictures (and autographs) for memories.  
A special thankyou to Miss Gisbourne for giving us 
such a wonderful opportunity and for making this 
happen!! 



The parkrun is a 5k run which takes place every 
Saturday morning and are held all over the 
world.  It’s free and it is a way of keeping fit and 
healthy, open to people of all abilities.  
 
Ms Jones, our PE teacher, admits she is 
addicted to parkruns and it’s helped her tour 
the UK with plans of further travel abroad so as 
to run them in countries elsewhere. 
 
After organising the running club in our school, 
she got back into this activity and in 2018 she 
set the target running 50 park runs with her 
partner.  Unfortunately, he broke his leg 
competing in a fell race (after parkrun 48) so Ms 
Jones has been doing them alone since then, 
even continuing up during lockdown to do 5k 
when the ‘official’ parkruns were temporarily 
halted. 
She has now completed 130 park runs in a 
staggering 102 different places. 
 
“It does mean getting up early every Saturday 
morning and travelling further and further to 
try and find a new one but the aim is to keep 
running new courses” she said. 
 
“I have done parkruns in Belfast, Edinburgh, 
Newcastle and I did my 100th in Bushy Park in 
London, the site of the original parkrun. 
 
“My fastest time is 26 minutes and 55 seconds 
but I am now happy if I get under 30 minutes! 
 
“My favourite is Crosby, on the beach, and the 
hardest was Cliffe Castle in Keighley. 
 
“I have had all kinds of chaos – I once turned up 
at Pontefract parkrun only for it to be called off 
for frost so I had to get over 
to Doncaster where I was 20 minutes late but 

Parkrun Champion! 

Ms Jones clocks up 130 
parkruns in 102 locations! 

they let me start as long as I beat the tailwalker – 
which thankfully I did! 
 
“There are all kinds of challenges within parkrun 
– the alphabetical parkrun challenge, where you 
try and run a parkrun beginning with every letter 
of the alphabet – and the Wilson Index where 
you get points for running an inaugural parkrun.  
 
“I don’t really know what the aim is – I guess 
to continue to do new parkruns and perhaps go  
further abroad to run different ones.” 
 
 
 
 
 



Our Year 7&8 netball teams recently played 
against St Monica’s.  As it was a lovely spring 
evening we were able to play outside in the 
sunshine!  
It was the penultimate game before the 
forthcoming tournament which takes place in 
the next couple of weeks.  
Year 7 lost their game despite many strong 
performances and our Year 8 team won  12-10, 
after a magnificent late come back.  
Players’ player were Happiness Dianda and 
Niamh Brooks. Well done girls.  
It was great to see new players at practice on 
Monday and not just girls!  A remember that 
practice is for everyone and if we get enough 
players we can organise a mixed team. Come on 
boys you know you want to join us!  Ms Jones 

Our Year 7 basketball team recently faced a stern challenge in their half of the Bury Schools Tournament draw.  
Despite limited practice time the boys impressed with their work rate, enthusiasm and sportsmanship as they 
played 4 games at Philips High School. They drew 2 games and lost 2 games. Their results were: 0-2 vs 
Unsworth, 2-2 vs Bury Church, 0-6 vs Bury Grammer , 2-2 vs St Monica’s.  

Year 10 Metro Cup—Year 10 vs St Gabriel’s RC High School 
The boys played very well winning 4-2 in difficult conditions.  
On to the next round. Well done Year 10!  Mr Aldred 

PE Department Update 



Free School Meal Vouchers 

Bury Local Authority are again supporting the distribution of 
free school meal vouchers for the holiday period to all 
students eligible for free school meals. 
 
The vouchers will be for £15 per week, per student (£30 total 
voucher amount).  They will be distributed via  email through 
Wonde on Monday 28 March 2022, ahead of the Easter 
holidays.    
 
If you have any queries, please contact Mrs Filkins via email at 
filkinsj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 



The next edition of the Elton Times will be sent after the Easter break on 

Wednesday 20 April 2022 


