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As this half term is particularly short, this issue of 
the newsletter is the final one before we break up 
for a week on Friday 11th February. That final 
week also happens to be National Mental Health 
Awareness Week (7th to 13th February) and in 
recent days we have built up to that theme with 
some useful work on anti-bullying processes. 
Hundreds of students have completed the 
bullying survey which was shared online and 
while the results are really positive about their 
daily experiences in our school, there are some 
very helpful messages and development points 
that we will be acting upon. Form groups have 
also been drafting their own anti-bullying 
charters which will be reviewed later this week 
and also displayed around the school.  
 
Linked to the focus on general mental wellbeing, 
we are very fortunate as a school to have a full 
range of sporting facilities which mean that, even 
in the middle of winter, our students are able to 
do different sports and activities in their PE 
lessons. Most people know that physical activity 
directly supports mental wellbeing, but recent 
research has also found that even light activity 
can be good for mental health. A study from 
Boston University in the USA studied three days 
of activity-tracker data from over 2,000 adults, 
while also looking at details of brain scans for 
those adults.  
 
The study found that physical activity was directly 
linked to the brain volume that is used for each 
person.  They found that one hour of light 
physical activity a day was linked to 0.22% greater 
brain volume - while this does not sound like 
much, it meant that the brain does not age as 
quickly and that people's mood and mental 
health is improved. The main author of the 
report, Dr Nicole Spartano said that "Higher levels 
of fitness are linked to longer life and better 
quality of life, not to mention more evidence of 
positive mental wellbeing." The report notes that 

the light exercise can be a regular part of 
everyone's daily routine and this is something 
that can benefit everyone, whether or not they 
are also involved in more active sports or 
activities. The key point was that you did not 
have to be a talented sportsperson to do basic, 
light exercise and to also then feel it's benefits.  
 
Further details of the anti-bullying programme 
will be given in future issues of this newsletter, 
while we will continue to look for ways to support 
students' wellbeing through our day to day 
lessons and through the work of our staff. Thanks 
again for your continued support and, as always, 
please do not hesitate to contact me directly if 
you have any particular questions or queries as 
we move towards the half term break. 
 
Jonathan Wilton, Headteacher 
wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

Ofsted Inspection 
NB: Since this issue of the newsletter was drafted, 
we have been given notice of an Ofsted 
Inspection over Wednesday / Thursday.  Ofsted 
want to hear the views of parents / carers about 
our school, so, if you have not already done so, 
we ask that you take a few minutes to complete 
the Parent Survey.  Final deadline is 9:00am on 
Thursday 3 February 2022.   
Many thanks for your support with this. 

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
http://www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk


PARENT FORUM 
Prior to the pandemic we held a 
PARENT FORUM in school to enable 
us to gather parent views on issues 
affecting parents, schools and young 
people. It proved to be a useful forum 
for discussion and we are very keen to 
resurrect this group. In our last 
meeting we discussed the canteen 
and lunchtime provision, spoke 
briefly about support for young 
people's mental health and also 
identified that school would welcome 
parental support to enhance our 
careers education and provision for 
young people. 
If you are interested in attending the 
next meeting on Thursday 
February 10th at 5.30pm  please email 
Mrs Johnson, Deputy Headteacher, at
(johnsonc@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk). If 
you are unable to attend on Thursday 
February 10th but would be 
interested in participating in the 
future, please do not hesitate to 
contact Mrs Johnson to register your 
interest. 
Following the meeting on February 
10th, further information will be 
shared in the next edition of the 
newsletter. 
 
Mrs Johnson 
Deputy Headteacher 

Zac McLaughlin is in Year 7 at school and he is running for Youth 
Parliament to represent Bury. He is the youngest of the 
candidates. 

All students in school will be given an opportunity to vote for 
one of the candidates listed when we hold our Ballot in school 
on Thursday 10th February. It would be great if we could 
promote this and promote him. He followed up on details I sent 
out to all students and has attended meetings independently at 
Bury Town Hall outside of school in order to find out more. 

 
Mr Dolata 
Enrichment Coordinator 

Bury Youth Parliament 

mailto:johnsonc@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Headteacher’s Commendations 



Well done to Charlotte Reeves in Year 9 for her fantastic effort at home with a 
series of mini photography challenges. The standard of her photographs is 
excellent and the way she has thought carefully about her subjects, the 
backgrounds and camera angles shows real skill. 
Congratulations Charlotte!  

Art Department Update 

Another huge well done to more students in Year 9 for their outstanding art homework. The task was to research 
the textiles artist Mary Corbet and students have responded with their own highly creative and distinctive styles - 
wonderful work and a brilliant effort everyone, keep up the good work!  
These pieces are by Sarah Tomlinson, Imogen Barnett, Jessica Heyes, Poppy Kerr and Isobel Oxley.  



Art Department Update 

Outstanding GCSE Photography and Artwork 
Well done to all of our students who have worked consistently hard every single lesson - you are making superb 
progress and the quality of your artwork and photography is always improving. Keep up the great effort! These 
artworks are by Year 10 students Lori Watters, Zara Ashton and Olivia Gray who have focused on 'natural forms'. 
The photography project is based on Distortion and these photographs are by Clarke Keenan, Daniel Clayton and 
Hussein Rahman. 



They are open to all students 
– come along and enjoy! 

The clubs run on a cycle 
every 3 weeks. 

The next is Tornado pop up 
February!  nd2 –club  

See you there!  

Geography have lots of EXCITING new clubs coming up. 
1) Geocache Club 

2) David Attenborough’s Army  
3) Tornado pop up club! 

Geography Department Update 



KEY STAGE 3 

Our Year 9 Geographers are working 
excellently in our new unit on Rivers! 

Students are introducing themselves to 
the physical, human and social 

Geography of rivers. This unit was 
chosen by the students during a student 
voice and their work is PHENOMENAL!  

Well done to you all! 

Geography Department Update 

Miss. Walkden’s Geographers worked 

so well on their videos explaining the 

cultural and environmental impacts of 

River Ganges. 

 

Excellent work Year 9 – keep it up! 



Geography Department Update 

Our winners from Year 7 
Shona Murji and Grace Berry 

Well done girls!  

 

Before Christmas, our students took part in a challenge 

created by us – Geocache Santa Dash!  

Students had to locate Santa’s stops in 24 hours, using 

geocache.  

Many students were involved and really engaged with their 

new skill!   Well done to all.  
 



Maths Challenge KS4 

Maths Department Update 

Last Edition’s Solutions 

Deadline Friday 11th February 

Email armishawm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

With your solutions. Prizes available! 

Maths Challenge KS3 

Don’t be late 

mailto:armishawm@elton.high@bury.sch.uk


If you are interested in learning to play the drums then we 
have slots available.  Please see Mr Mitchell or Mrs Stopford 

for more information.   
Alternatively come along to the percussion group which is 

every Friday after school. 

Music Department Update 



Fitness Testing and Training 
Year 10 GCSE PE students have been learning about fitness 
testing and training.  The class have learned using “target 
heart rate” zone and were thoroughly exhausted by the end 
of the session. 

Back to Friday fun day with a schoolrun at the 
end of the day. See you all next week same 
time 2.50pm until 3.30pm for a 2km run, walk 
or a bit off both!  If you would like to join us 
to take part or to help out see Ms Jones in PE.  

PE Department Update 

Netball Update 
Our Year 7 and 8 netball teams recently 
played against Parrenthorn High School and 
had a challenging but excellent evening of 
match play.  
We had some new players who were very 
nervous but played really well!  
Unfortunately, our Year 7 team lost 2-10 and 
Happiness Dianna was voted as the players’ 
player.  Our Year 8 team had an equally 
tough game and lost 6-15.  Emily Traynor was 
voted as the players’ player.  
Well done to all for your hard work and 
enthusiasm right up until the final whistle!  
Thank you for the parental support for both 
games.  
A reminder that netball club is open to all on 
Mondays after school 2.50pm until 3.50pm 
and Year 7 and 8 matches are played on 
Tuesday nights after school. 



Our Year 7 and 8 netball teams recently played 
their second game of the season against St. 
Gabriel’s.  All girls performed really well with 
some fantastic match play.  

The final scores were Year 7 lost 4-8 and Year 8 
won 15-8. 

PE Department Update 

Mon -  Year 8 Football 
Tues  -  CVL fixtures 
Wed  -  Year 9 & 10 Football 
Thurs  -  Year 7 Football 
 
Wed  -  Year 7-9 Badminton 
Thurs  -  Year 7-9 Basketball in the sports hall 

Sessions run 2:50pm-3:50pm—all welcome. 
 

You must have full PE kit, boots and shin pads for  
football.  

 
PE kit and trainers for  

basketball and badminton. 

Boys Extra Curricular Clubs 

On Monday night, the Year 7 and 8 girls 
football team travelled to Darwen Vale High 
School in a National Competition. After a 
fantastic performance from all the girls, 
Elton came out 9-2 winners, with goals 
scored from Niamh Hepworth, Jasmin 
Brown and Mia Campbell.  
Excellent work girls!   

Players’ player were Charley Peel (our Goal 
Attack) and Emily Traynor (our Wing Attack). 

Practice is on Monday’s after school 2.50pm until 
3.50pm. Everyone is welcome. 

Mrs Jones 



Year 11 Prom Fundraising 

Our Student Council will be organising some exciting events including  
chocolate / sweet hampers to be raffled, a cake sale and non-uniform 

day all being held on the last day of term 

 

** Friday 11 February 2022 ** 
 

We would also like to request if any ex-students have suits, prom 
dresses and accessories that they could kindly donate to school.  The 

prom can be an expensive time for some of our more vulnerable 
families and we are very keen to ensure that it is an event that is 

accessible to all!  (Please contact Mrs Filkins if you are able to donate  
anything via email at filkinsj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk). 

 

All money raised will be used to support the decoration of the venue, 
photography and nibbles to go on the tables.  In addition, we will be 

supporting our more vulnerable students with the cost of outfits, hair, 
nails and whatever else is needed!   

 

If any families feel they need support towards the cost 
of the prom, please contact Mrs Filkins direct via email 

filkinsj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk   
We will ensure all requests received will remain 

completely confidential. 

mailto:filkinsj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk?subject=Prom%20Fundraising
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Thank you to those who have donated to our campaign to 
raise £300 to buy a set of award-winning books for the 
school library.  There are still a few weeks to go, so if you 
would like to donate, or you work for a company wanting 
to support the local community, please visit the website or 
scan the QR code below. 

https://supportyourschool.org.uk/the-elton-high-school/
award-winners 

Thank you, 

 

Mrs Barker, LRC Manager 



The next edition of the Elton Times will be sent on 

Wednesday 23 February 2021 

Ella Raises £2,700! 

Ella Greaves, Year 7, heads to Blackpool to 
fundraise! 
Ella organised a sponsored bike ride from 
Ainsworth to Blackpool Tower to raise money 
for the “Breast Cancer Now” charity. 
We are so proud of her, she battled through 
the great British weather, over 40 miles with 
the help of her dad and some fellow bikers to 
reach the finish line! 
She set herself a target to raise £1000,  but 
actually smashed this target raising over 
£2700!!  A fantastic achievement Ella! 


