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With this being the first newsletter of the new 
term, I would like to thank all of our parents/
carers for your support during recent days in 
ensuring that the start of term has gone so 
smoothly. The turnout for Covid tests in early 
January was good, while the vast majority of our 
students have adapted to the wearing of face 
coverings and slightly stricter guidelines with 
minimal issues. Hopefully the Covid processes will 
be relaxed as we move towards half term but as 
usual, I will make sure that updates are given as 
necessary. 
 
The start of January sees the usual high number 
of stories about new year resolutions and 
promises for the coming months (which are 
usually broken within a few weeks!) However, 
one recent local news story that ended up being 
reported, was rather more uplifting and positive 
than the usual grim stories that dominate early 
January.  It was the report of a rare bird which 
had taken up residence on the River Ribble, just 
outside Preston. The belted kingfisher normally 
lives in North America but attracted hundreds of 
people to the Brockholes Nature Reserve where it 
has lived since late October.   It is not even a 
common sight in it’s North American homeland 
and had not been spotted in this country since 
1904! 
 
One man, who recorded one of the earliest 
sightings, said he was astounded when he first 
saw the bird. "I got my binoculars on it and 
genuinely couldn't believe the image that I was 
seeing. My heart was pounding out of chest. 
Apart from the fact that it is very rare, it is also a 
spectacular species that everyone can appreciate. 
It's a terrific thing to see." It is a mystery how the 
bird managed to travel the thousands of miles 
from America to north west England. Experts 
believe that it either 'hitched' a lift on a cargo 
ship or was blown across the ocean by storm 
force winds. Either way, it is a vibrant example of 

nature’s endurance and also put some much 
needed cheer and colour into the news!  
 
Moving back towards school processes, just a 
reminder that tomorrow (Thursday 20th) sees the 
Pathways Evening take place for Year 9. It is being 
held virtually from 5.30pm and there will be 
plenty of information about the different subjects 
which Year 9 can study at GCSE. The deadline for 
Year 9 to return their Pathways form is Friday 4 
February and further information or queries can 
be met by Mr Thompson 
(thompsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk) or Ms 
Warden (wardens@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk). 
Further to this, just a note that the students are 
not in school next Monday (24th) as it is a staff 
training day. As always, I can be contacted 
directly by email and please do not hesitate to do 
so if necessary. 
 
Jonathan Wilton, Headteacher 
wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 
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mailto:wardens@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Reward Activities 

Christmas Reward Assemblies were a huge success and form tutors had 
worked hard with students to prepare performances for these events. 
Across all year groups we had form group karaoke, solos, duets, pre-
prepared videos, poems and Christmas story reading - a real mix of 
entertainment. A wide range of rewards were given by form tutors 
and learning coordinators, plus those with the best progress, attitude to 
learning and most achievement points were also recognized. Vast 
quantities of chocolate and some vouchers were given to the prize 
winners along with certificates.  

In addition to the form entertainment there were Christmas quiz 
questions to keep the students on their toes.  

Finally our Elton Christmas tradition was reinstated - a full year group 
performance of "The Twelve Days of Christmas". A great way to end the 
Christmas term and bring staff and students together.   



December ‘Month of Giving’ 

Thank you for the overwhelming response received from 
students, parents and staff for our ‘December—Month of 
Giving’. 

This is the first year we have held a ‘month of giving’ and the 
generosity of families ahead of Christmas was truly staggering.  

Many families came into school over the first few days of the 
Christmas holidays and they were able to take bags full of 
gifts, toys, books, food and clothes for their families.   

Your kind donations enabled us to provide three large bags of 
food to seventeen families (over 50 bags of food in total).  The 
money raised from selling raffle tickets for our sweet and 
chocolate hampers raised over £300 and enabled us to 
purchase fresh turkeys, sausages, bacon, vegetables with all 
the trimmings for a further six families! 

The photos show the extent of donations received and there 
are comments on the following page from some of the 
families that came to collect the donations. 

A special ‘thank you’ to Matilda McGough, Year 9, who 
arrived with her dad in a van packed full of food!!!  

The ‘Month of Giving’ was certainly a huge success and we 
may look to do this again ahead of the summer holidays. 

Mrs Filkins, School Business Manager 



“I was overwhelmed when I first entered the school hall, not just by the 
amount of clothes /toys /unneeded gifts there were, but by the donations 
from parents and staff, and the rest of the community. 

Mrs Filkins made you feel an equal of society, she made it so comfortable 
and somewhat enjoyable, despite needing to depend on the donations of 
others for Christmas gifts, which can really dint a parents pride. 

This special day really changed Christmas as a whole for me and my 
children, for a start the amazing food hamper enabled us to have a 
Christmas dinner, the treats, the chocolates and snacks even the cordial 
where a Christmas present to me, I was able to do the traditional meal, 
my house was full of smiles, it was special. 

I cannot thank Mrs Filkins and the Elton High School enough for their kind 
considerate donations and gifts, and I will never forget this. 

I 100% feel this should continue, as it gives those less fortunate hope and 
smiles, it takes away worries and stress, and it highlights the fact that 
there are such good hearts out there to help raise the festive spirits. 

Thank you!”  

“I was absolutely overwhelmed for the Christmas gifts and clothes 
donated to me and my family, I was blessed by the care of a member of 
staff to make our Christmas special.   

I would definitely recommend doing the same this year as it was fantastic 
and helped my family, as I am sure it did with others.   

Thank you so much!” 

“The hamper, I won't lie I cried. It supported us throughout the Christmas 
holidays.  Thank you so much.   

My daughter came into school on our behalf and she collected lots of 
goodies. I would definitely do this again this year.   

Thank you again you have made a big difference to the vulnerable and 
those who are financially struggling.” 

“Thank you again for all your help, it was a massive help over Christmas.  
The food parcels were fantastic as well!”  

Responses from the local / school community... 

December ‘Month of Giving’ 



Year 9 parents / carers are invited to attend an information 
event at 5.30pm on Thursday 20th January to share 
information about our Pathways process.  This process allows 
students to personalise their subject choices at Key Stage 
Four. 
The event will be held virtually, with links emailed out on the 
day. Students will be given information booklets during a 
special assembly on that day, which will then be brought 
home to browse through while the event is taking place. 
The initial live presentation will be followed by a chance for 
students and families to look together at video presentations 
made by each head of subject, with information about Key 
Stage Four study in their specialism. 
Students will also have the opportunity to speak to their 
subject teachers and form tutors over the coming weeks 
before final decisions are made.  The Pathways forms must 
be returned by Friday 4th February.  
For any questions or queries please contact Mrs Warden, 
Deputy Headteacher, at wardens@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk or 
Mr Thompson, Assistant Headteacher at 
thompsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 

Pathways Evening 

Parent Governor Vacancy 

Year 9 Pathways Evening 

Thursday 20 January 2022 

at 5:30pm 

Our Governing Body have a vacancy 

for a Parent Governor 
Could you volunteer and become a Parent Governor at The Elton 
High School? 
 
 Do you care about improving children’s education and want  to 

contribute within your local community? 
 Are you open minded, do you have an enquiring mind and the ability to 

look at issues objectively? 
 Do you work well within a team? 
 
The strength of Elton is based on our outstanding staff, excellent students 
and close relationships with our parent community.  Despite our strong 
reputation and record of success we are not complacent and know that 
further development is needed for our school to keep moving forwards.  
The Governing Body is at the centre of that continued development and 
we welcome your interest in taking up a role. 
 
If you have the time and commitment for this role then we would love to 
hear from you.  Please apply by calling us on 0161 763 1434 and ask for 
Miss Parker or email your interest to parkern@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 
 

Deadline for your interest is Tuesday 8 February 2022.  

mailto:wardens@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk?subject=Pathways%20Evening
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We would like to thank you for your continued support of our routines 
around remote learning and would like to remind you that, for 
students who have Covid but are well enough to work, our expectation 
is that they follow their normal timetable through Google classrooms. 
Where ever possible, lessons will have at least a ‘live element’, which 
means that students log into a Google meet to join the lesson with the 
rest of their class and participate in the learning as normally as 
possible. Students’ attendance will be recorded for each lesson. If your 
child has Covid, and is not well enough to access the work, then please 
let us know as soon as possible.  
 
Thank you also to the few students who have brought to our attention 
that they are having difficulty in joining live streamed lesson when 
using a mobile device. Where this is the case students should:  
 

1.  have both the Google Classroom and Google Meet apps 
downloaded to the device; 

2.  open the Google Classroom app and click into the class that is 
shown on their timetable; 

3. look for the camera icon at the top of the screen (highlighted with 
the red circle) and click it; this should automatically to the meeting. 
 
Wait for the teacher to start the meeting if it has not yet started. 
If students are still experiencing difficulties in accessing live lessons, 
they should try posting a quick note to their teacher in the Google 
Stream and wait for further instructions.   
 
Please contact Mrs D Rooks if you require any further support or 
clarification in connection to remote learning via email at 
rooksd@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk.  

Remote Learning—New Term 

Revision Guide Donations  

As part of our strategy to support Year 11, we will be soon setting 
up a study space, supported by teachers, that students can access 
after school when they are not attending a ‘period six’ session. As 
we are keen to resource the study space as fully as possible and 
create a ‘loaning library’, we would very much welcome 
donations of unwanted revision materials.  

If you do have any revision guides etc. that are no longer needed 
and are in good condition, would extremely grateful if you would  
ask your child to drop them off at reception.  

mailto:rooksd@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk?subject=Remote%20Learning


Vaccinations 

Pfizer Covid Vaccination 2nd Dose— 

1 & 2 February 

Year 9 DPH & MEN Vaccinations— 

Thursday 20 January 

Flu Nasal Vaccination 

Catch-up— 

Tuesday 25 January 

A booster vaccine of Tetanus, Diphtheria and Polio is being offered through school for all pupils in Year 9.  By having 
this vaccination, given in one does, your child will receive protection for life.  Information about the vaccination will 
be put on your child’s health records.  If you have more questions, please contact the school nurse or other health 
professional.  For further information go to www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/pages/3-in-1-booster-questions-
answers.aspx.   
At the same time as the above booster, the MedACWY vaccine that protects against four different types of 
meningococcal bacteria will also be given.  Meningococcal bacteria can cause meningitis and septicaemia.  For 
further information go to www.nhs.uk/conditions/
vaccinations/pages/men-acwy-vaccine.aspx.   
 
Vaccination consent forms were given to all Year 9 
students last week.  If you have not yet signed and 
returned, please ensure the consent form is 
returned to reception ahead of the vaccinations. 

The second dose of the Pfizer Covid vaccinations will be 
taking place on both 1st and 2nd February in school.  
The nurses have stipulated that they will not be carrying 
out any first dose vaccinations, this is solely for those 
students who have already received their first dose in 
school.   

A catch-up session for the nasal flu vaccination will take 

place on Tuesday 25 January.  This will be for only those 

students which the nurses already have consent for.  

Any late consents will not be vaccinated at this time. 

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/pages/3-in-1-booster-questions-answers.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/pages/3-in-1-booster-questions-answers.aspx
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Changes to the self-isolation period for those who test 

positive for COVID-19 

Caitlin Small's Steps 
 

“I'm walking 10,000 steps everyday in January for 
Kidney Research UK because Kidney disease destroys 
lives.” 
 
Caitlin has raised over £360 towards her £500 target so 
far - fantastic work Caitlin and a really worthy cause. 
You can read more about her story and message 
here https://justgiving.com/fundraising/caitlin-steps  

The next performance will be held on Wednesday 
26 January: Macbeth and An Inspector Calls 

The cost is £9.85 (which includes the Christmas Carol 
performance that has already taken place).  If you have not 
already paid, please be reminded to pay £9.85 online before 26 
January 2022.  Mrs Stone, stonea@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk.  

Covid Self-Isolation Update 

Year 11 Fundraising 

Year 11 English Performances 

From Monday 17 January, people who are self-
isolating with COVID-19 will have the option to reduce 
their isolation period after 5 full days if they test nega-
tive with a lateral flow device (LFD) test on both day 5 
and day 6 and they do not have a temperature. For 
example, if they test negative on the morning of day 5 
and the morning of day 6, they can return to their ed-
ucation or childcare setting immediately on day 6. 
The first test must be taken no earlier than day 5 of 
the self-isolation period, and the second must be tak-

en the following day. All test results should 
be reported to NHS Test and Trace. 
If the result of either of their tests is positive, they 
should continue to self-isolate until they get negative 
results from two LFD tests on consecutive days or un-
til they have completed 10 full days of self-isolation, 
whichever is earliest. 
Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests or anyone 
who continues to have a temperature will need to 
complete the full 10 day period of self-isolation. 

https://justgiving.com/fundraising/caitlin-steps
mailto:stonea@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk?subject=Year%2011%20English%20Performances
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=14%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


YEAR 11 PERIOD 6 INTERVENTION 

TIMETABLE (JANUARY 2022) 

 

Please encourage attendance at 
these sessions, as they help to 
significantly boost outcomes and 
the GCSEs are now only five months 
away. 
 
Mr Wilson,  
Assistant Headteacher 
wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

Year 11 Intervention Timetable 

Maths Department Update 

Maths Challenge KS4 

 
Maths Challenge KS3 

 
Deadline Friday 28th January 

Email armishawm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 
With your solutions. Prizes available ! 

mailto:wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
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Punctuality Draw Winners 

Well done to our recent  

punctuality draw winners! 



Year 11 Prom Fundraising 

Our Student Council will be organising some exciting events over the 
coming weeks to fundraise towards their Prom being held in July 

2022.  They will be organising hampers to be raffled, cake sales and a 
non-uniform day to be held on Friday 11 February 2022. 

We would also like to request if any ex-students have suits, prom 
dresses and accessories that they could kindly donate to school.  The 

prom can be an expensive time for some of our more vulnerable 
families and we are very keen to ensure that it is an event that is 

accessible to all!  (Please contact Mrs Filkins if you are able to donate 
via email at filkinsj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk). 

All money raised will be used to support the decoration of the venue, 
photography and nibbles to go on the tables.  In addition, we will be 

supporting our more vulnerable students with the cost of outfits, hair, 
nails and whatever else is needed!   

 

If any families feel they need support towards the cost 
of the prom, please contact Mrs Filkins direct via email 

filkinsj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk   
We will ensure all requests received will remain 

completely confidential. 

mailto:filkinsj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk?subject=Prom%20Fundraising
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Art Club is back for 2022! 
 
Art Club will now be running each Thursday 3.00-4.00pm. 
Well done to all of the students who have been attending 
each week - your work is looking excellent!  
Students have been working with acrylic paint to create 
their pieces, which are based on their own still life 
photography.  
Each week students will be using the new DSLR cameras, 
trying out a range of techniques and skills.  

Outstanding GCSE Work 
 
Well done to these students in Y10 Textiles and Art who 
have been working so hard on their pieces.  
Ruby Roscow 
Sofia Baker 
Lily Maskrey 
Jessica Kenyon 
Dolcie Hansler 
They have focused on the quality 
of each piece and produced some 
outstanding samples so far - keep 
up the excellent effort Y10! 
 
Mr Thomas 
Head of Art 
thomasg@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

Art Department Update 

mailto:thomasg@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


At The Elton High School, we want to instil a love of reading in all our pupils and we know 
that in order to achieve this we need to inspire them.  
We would like to raise funds for a collection of high-quality new books, so there is 
something to excite and engage all children, whether they are already a keen reader and 
are just waiting to be introduced to their next great read or they are a reluctant reader and 
are in need of a book that will transform them into a lifelong reader. We want all of our 
pupils to develop a love of reading for pleasure.   
We are aiming to raise £300 which will enable us to purchase new books for all year groups 
so we hope that all pupils will find something to ignite their imagination and passion for 
reading. The chosen books have all been shortlisted for prestigious children’s literary 
awards and will make an excellent addition to our school library. Many thanks to those 
who have made a donation. 
If you would like to donate, or work for a local business that would like to contribute to our 
school’s fundraising page, please visit:  
https://supportyourschool.org.uk/the-elton-high-school/award-
winners or scan the QR code:  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me on 0161 763 1434 or email 
barkerc@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk if you have any questions regarding our 
fundraising campaign.  
 
 Mrs Barker,  
Learning Resource Centre Manager 

You can now follow the Learning Resource Centre on Twitter 

                                                  

@EltonHighLRC 

Follow the LRC on Twitter to find out about the latest books, competitions, 

news and events happening in school and beyond. 

https://supportyourschool.org.uk/the-elton-high-school/award-winners
https://supportyourschool.org.uk/the-elton-high-school/award-winners
mailto:barkerc@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Holly Reevell and Harry Cain (Year 10) were due to be taking part in a Memorial Day 
event for Greater Manchester however due to Covid restrictions they are now unable to 
take part. They have both worked hard on preparation for the event so it is a real 
shame .  However Holly has taken it upon herself to create an article for The Elton Times 
and it is shown below.  Thanks so much to Holly for her considerate, articulate 
sentiment. 
Mr Dolata, Enrichment Coordinator 
dolatab@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

Holocaust Memorial Day 

The holocaust is known by people not just in the UK 
but globally as one of the most horrific historical 
events ever to occur. What started of as anti-sematic 
prejudice opinions grew to a genocide like the world 
hadn't seen before. However what's not always 
understood is how one man managed, seemingly 
overnight, to cause so much harm to such a large 
community. Human rights are laws and ideas put in 
place to assure each person is given the same 
opportunities as the next and creates an environment 
in which allows people to live freely within the justice 
system. Certain rights may seem more obvious than 
others but revoking even one can cause a snow balling 
affect as seen during the Nazi reign. Some of these 
human rights that still protect us all to this day are as 
follows: The right to clean water, the right to travel, 
the right to a fair trial, the right to own property, the 
right to an education, the right to vote, the right to 
choose a partner, the right of freedom from torture 
and inhumane treatment. The right to life. 

From around 1933 till the end of the war in 1945 these 
rights were progressively taken away from Jewish 
citizens. In 1933 the police and the law no longer 
protected Jews and Germans were discouraged from 
buying from Jewish owned shops. In 1934 Jews were 
excluded from military service and the right to study 
practices like medicine and law. In 1935 Jews were 
forbidden to marry anyone who wasn't Jewish. In 1936 
Jews were no longer allowed to vote, receive benefits, 
own bikes, own any electrical equipment or go to 
school. In 1938 Jews were excluded from theatres, 
cinemas, and beaches, synagogues were burnt down 
and many Jews were arrested, they were also no 
longer allowed to leave the country. In 1939 a curfew 
was established. They had all their telephones 
confiscated in 1940. Then between the years 1941 and 
1945 Jews were taken from their homes, isolated from 
society and finally taken to concentration camps 

The Holocaust (memorial day) 

where it is believed around if not over 6 million 
people were killed. 

Holocaust memorial day is on the 27th of January 
every year and acts as a time to remember those who 
were so cruelly wronged and murdered for their 
beliefs and because of the beliefs of those in power. It 
is also a time for us all on earth to reflect not only on 
our past but our present, taking the time to realise 
that this wasn't a one time occurrence nor was it one 
people learnt from, in 1994 we saw the Rwandan 
genocide that in only 100 days saw the death of over 
800,000 innocent people, even in the most recent 
years, the 2004 genocide in Darfur is believed to have 
caused the death of somewhere between 80,000 and 
500,000 people. The point is we cannot claim such 
genocides as horrific events of solely the past because 
to do that we must learn, learn to accept one another, 
learn to live in peace with those of a different race, 
gender, sexuality, ethnicity, culture or religion. At the 
end of the day we are all human and we must not let 
what defines us as individuals be what separates us. 
We are the human race and we have no choice but to 
learn. 

Holly Reevell, Year 10 

mailto:dolatab@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Start your teentech journey today and discover the world of tomorrow 

Ask your teacher to register you for our animation masterclasses 

http://teentech.com/live/ocr 

PE Department Update 

Our Year 7 & 8 netball teams recently had their first match and it took place against Bury Church. All girls worked 
very hard to play as a team and were very supportive of each other. We played outside as it was a lovely night and 
not too cold for this time of year!  
Our Year 7s dominated from the very beginning, 
intercepting passes made by the other team and getting 
the ball forward to our shooters. We won by 9 goals to 2 
and Kasiya Evans (Goal Defence)was players’ player.  
The Year 8s had a different story as they came up against a 
very strong team. Although everyone played their best and 
worked well together, considering it was their first match, 
they lost 3-20. Our players’ player was Emily Traynor.  Our 
next match is on Tuesday 25 January against St Gabriel's. 
Netball practice takes place every Monday after school 
until 3.20pm everybody is welcome. 
Ms Jones, PE Teacher 
jonesp@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  
 

mailto:jonesp@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


The next edition of the Elton Times will be sent on 

Wednesday 2 February 2021 

Job Vacancies 

Midday Supervisors 
Start Date:   As soon as possible 
Salary:   Grade 1/2, Point 1 (currently £9.50 per hour) 
Hours:  2 hours per day (12:05 – 14:05) Term Time Only 
We currently have vacancies for midday supervisor posts within our new school building and wish to appoint 
reliable, well-motivated and caring people to work as members of the lunchtime team in supervising, providing 
support to our students in all year groups and maintaining excellent standards of cleanliness around the school 
dining hall and outside areas.  Relevant experience is an advantage although not essential as training will be 
provided.  

Casual Supply Cleaners 
Start Date:     As Soon As Possible 
Salary: Grade 1/2, Point 1 (currently £9.50 per hour) 
Hours:  Various Hours Available – Morning or Afternoon 
We currently have vacancies for cleaning posts within our new school buildings and would like to employ several 
cleaners on a casual supply basis.  There will be various hours available to suit your needs, either a morning shift, or 
afternoon/early evening.  You will be responsible for developing and maintaining excellent standards of cleanliness 
around the school.  Relevant experience is an advantage although not essential as training will be provided.  

Employees of Bury Council have a responsibility for, and must be committed to, safeguarding and promoting the 
welfare of children and young people and for ensuring that they are protected from harm.  Appointment is subject 
to a satisfactory enhanced disclosure from the Disclosure and Barring Service. 
 
Further details, job description, person specification, and application forms are available on the school’s website 
at www.eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk and should be returned to Mrs Julie Green, PA to Headteacher, at the school address 
or via email at greenj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 

Casual Supply Invigilators 
Start Date:     As Soon As Possible 
Salary: Grade 1/2, Point 1 (currently £9.50 per hour) 
Hours:  Various Hours Available during the Exam Season 
We are seeking to increase our team of Examination Invigilators, to support the school with the supervision of 
pupils during examinations.  Duties include implementing access arrangements, distributing and collecting 
examination papers, monitoring pupils within the main examination hall or on a one-to-one basis when required.  
This is a flexible role with varying hours and you will be expected to be available during examination periods. 

http://www.eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk/
mailto:greenj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk

