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Information 
 

During the first three years at The Elton High School, all students are provided with the opportunity to 
study a wide range of subjects.  The curriculum at Key Stage Three provides each student with a mixture 
of academic, practical and arts subjects.  

 

Each student has now reached the point whereby they must opt to choose specific subjects to study in 
Years 10 and 11.  

 

All students will continue to study the following ‘Core’ subjects:  

• English, Maths, Science/Triple Science  

• PE (non GCSE) and Core RE  

 

They will have the opportunity choose three subjects depending upon their personalised GCSE Pathway 
form. 

 

• Art and Design GCSE (may not be done with Textiles) 

• Business GCSE 

• Computer Science GCSE 

• Cambridge National Creative Imedia* 

• Food Preparation & Nutrition GCSE 

• Geography GCSE 

• History GCSE 

• Media Studies GCSE 

• Music GCSE 

• Photography GCSE 

• PE GCSE or Cambridge National Sports Studies* 

• Religious Studies GCSE 

• Design Technology GCSE 

• Spanish GCSE 

• Textiles GCSE (may not be done with Art and Design). 

 

*The Cambridge National qualifications are Level 1/2 qualifications equivalent to a GCSE with a greater 
practical focus. 

 

The personalised GCSE pathway forms ensure that each student puts together a programme of study 
that is challenging and engaging, which will enable them to access future courses and employment in 
line with their aspirations and abilities. 

 

This booklet provides details about each of the GCSE subjects.  

 

Also enclosed is the GCSE Pathways Form which must be completed and returned to Mr Thompson via 
the Main Office by Friday 4th February. 
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Key Questions 
 

How many choices can I make? 

Each student has three choices to make dependent upon his/her personalised pathway form. 

How many lessons are taught for each option subject? 

Each option subject is taught six lessons every fortnight. This is a significant part of the timetable, so you 

need to make sure that you make wise choices! 

Who do I ask for advice? 

Talk to your parents, read all of the information about the different subjects. And watch the videos 

prepared by our subject leaders. 

One of the best ways to make a decision is to speak to your current teachers or directly to our subject 

leaders. You can find them at break or lunchtime. For extra advice you could speak to Mrs Turbill (year 9 

Learning Co-ordinator), Ms Warden or Mr Thompson.   

How do I make the right choices for me? 

Look at your attainment levels and choose subjects in which you do well. You also need to ensure that 

you find the subject interesting and challenging.  

What should I avoid? 

You should not choose subjects simply because your friends are making the same choice. You should 

also not make choices because you like a particular teacher – that teacher may not have your class in 

Years 10 and 11.  

Are all the subjects examined at GCSE? 

The majority of the qualifications we offer are GCSEs. Many are exam-only, while some have an element 

of Controlled Assessment, so it is important to read the information carefully. Sports Studies and Imedia 

are both OCR Cambridge National qualifications, which are modular and contain a greater practical 

element, which is assessed internally. 

Why are PE and Sports Studies the same? 

If you wish to opt for one of these Key Stage Four qualifications, please tick the box. Mrs Leech (head of 

Physical Education) will then support you in choosing the right qualification for you. 

When do I need to hand in my completed Option Form? 

The deadline is Friday 4th February.  Please hand your form in at the Main Office.  
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Art and Design 
 

Why study Art and Design?  
Art and Design enables students to express their own ideas creatively, using a wide variety of media 
whilst understanding and appreciating the work of artists around the world.  This is a broad course 
exploring practical and critical/contextual work through a range of 2D and/or 3D processes and new 
media and technologies.  It is an unendorsed course where students can work in appropriate art, craft 
and design materials and processes. 

 

How is the course organised?  
This is a GCSE course where assessment will consist of: 

• Portfolio     60% (Component 1) 

• Externally set assignment: 40% (Component 2) 

 

What is the content of the course? 

 
Portfolio (Component 1) 

This will comprise of a skills training project exploring different techniques and the students will 
produce at least two projects during year 10 and completing by Christmas in Year 11.  Each project will 
use a variety of techniques such as drawing, painting, ceramics, fabric work, printing, batik, papier-
mâché etc.  Students will be expected to relate their work to that of an Artist and to study a Style of Art. 

Students will be expected to keep a record of their thoughts, ideas and research in the form of a 
sketchbook as this will form part of the assessment.  All coursework will be set up as an exhibition in 
May of year 11 and will account for 60% of the total GCSE grade. 

 

Externally Set Assignment (Component 2) 

Students will be given an exam paper in January of Year 11.  They will choose a question.  They will have 
time to prepare ideas in sketchpads and produce ideas and samples of art work using different 
materials.  The main piece will be a 10 hour supervised piece of work which will be the students own 
unaided work.  This will account for 40% of the GCSE grade. 

 

Art and Design: 

Specification Award: 8201 

Full details at: www.aqa.org.uk 

Head of Art:  Mr G Thomas 

thomasg@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 
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Photography 
 

Why study Photography?  
 

Photography is an exciting form of producing Art using digital imagery  and photo manipulation. 
Students will produce practical and critical/contextual work in one or more areas including              
theme-based photography (portrait, landscape, still-life, reportage), documentary photography,     
photo-journalism, narrative photography, experimental imagery, photographic installation and new 
media practice. 

  

How is the course organised? 
 

Students will produce practical and critical theme based photography.  They will experiment with digital 
imagery using Adobe Photoshop. 

 

This is a GCSE course where assessment will consist of:- 

• Portfolio:   60% (Component 1) 

• Externally set assignment: 40% (Component 2) 

 

What is the content of the course? 
 

Portfolio (Component 1) 

This will comprise of a skills training programme followed by a minimum of two projects exploring the 
work of photographers and photography techniques.  This will form 60% of the final grade. 

 

Externally Assignment (Component 2) 

Students will be given an exam paper in January of year 11 and will choose one question .  There will be 
a 10 hour exam period in which students will use photography techniques to produce a final image.  
This will form 40% of the final grade. 

 

Additional Information: 
 

It is recommended that pupils purchase or have access to a mobile phone, camera or a digital camera 
for this course along with a USB stick.  Access to Photoshop would be beneficial. 

Photography: 

Specification Award: 8206 

Full details at: www.aqa.org.uk 

Head of Art:  Mr G Thomas 

thomasg@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  
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Textiles 
 

Why study Textiles?   
 

Fabrics are used to form beautiful works of art using a wide variety of textile techniques such as sewing, 
dyeing and weaving.  It is a highly creative and expressive art form. Students will produce practical and 
critical/contextual work in one or more areas including fashion and costume, printed and/or dyed 
fabrics and materials, domestic textiles, constructed and/or stitched and/or embellished textiles. 

 

How is the course organised? 
 

This is a GCSE course where assessment will consist of: 

• Portfolio of work: 60% (Component 1) 

• Externally set task: 40% (Component 2) 

 

What is the content of the course? 
 

Portfolio of Work (Component 1) 

This will comprise of at least two projects starting at the beginning of year 10 and finishing at Christmas 
in year 11.  Each project will comprise of drawings/paintings and design work resulting in exploring 
textile crafts and techniques, working towards producing textile outcomes.  Students will be expected 
to relate their work to that of a Textile Artist and to study styles of textiles.   

Students will be expected to keep a record of their thoughts, ideas and influences as they work through 
projects.  All work will be set up as an exhibition in May of year 11 will account for 60% of the total 
GCSE grade. 

 

Externally Set Task (Component 2) 

Students will be given an exam paper in January of year 11.  They will choose one question.  They will 
have time to prepare ideas in sketchpads and produce pieces of textiles exploring different textile 
techniques.  The main piece will be a 10 hour supervised piece of work which will be the students own 
unaided work.  This will account for 40% of the GCSE grade. 

 

Additional Information: 
 

You don’t necessarily have to be good at drawing to do well in Textiles as it is about exploring ideas 
using materials and colour. 

 

 

Textile Design: 

Specification Award: 8204 

Full details at: www.aqa.org.uk 

Head of Art:  Mr G Thomas 

thomasg@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  
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GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition 

Why study Food Preparation and Nutrition? 

This GCSE course is an exciting and creative course which focuses on food in its widest sense and helps you to 

learn and develop a range of food preparation skills. It will ensure you can apply your knowledge and 

understanding of nutrition, food science, food preparation and cooking to different situations and tasks. You will 

develop the practical skills to plan, prepare, cook and present a variety of dishes using a range of appropriate 

skills and techniques. 

Food preparation skills are integrated into five core topics: 

• Food, nutrition and health. 

• Food science. 

• Food safety. 

• Food choice. 

• Food provenance. 

How can GCSE food preparation & nutrition help me? 

Completing this GCSE will qualify you to go on to further study or embark on an apprenticeship or full time career 

in catering, nutrition and diet related vocations., food product development or health related roles. 

Content & Assessment 

The course is divided into 2 parts: 

• 50% of the GCSE gained through examination 

• 50% of the GCSE gained through controlled assessment which is carried out in the first half of Year 11. 

This course is full of exciting opportunities to be creative with food and learn practical skills. It will teach you to 

prepare and cook a wide range of dishes. Food Preparation and Nutrition will also provide you with practical life 

skills and knowledge of nutrition and health. 

You should choose this course if you: 

• Enjoy cooking and want to develop your practical skills 

• Are keen to know how to eat healthily 

• Want to understand why foods are cooked and prepared as they are 

• Are an independent worker  

• Enjoy science and investigative work 

What can I do next? 

A GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition is a good foundation for Post-16 courses in Food Science and Nutrition, 

Biology, Health and Social Care, Child Development and Catering. 

Food Preparation and Nutrition: 

Specification Award: 8585 

Full details at: www.eduqas.co.uk 

Teacher: Mrs V Chapman 

chapmanv@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

http://www.aqa.org.uk
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GCSE Design Technology 
 

This qualification is engaging, inspiring and reflects the demands of today’s modern society. The use of 
CAD/CAM is used throughout the course as well as students being encouraged to foster an awareness 
of sustainability and environmental impact in designs. 
The course includes working with multi – materials that include card, paper, textiles, systems, woods, 
metals and plastics. 
This is an academic subject and should interest pupils that like designing and developing their design 
ideas. It is not a subject just about making. However the making is a part of the course which focusses 
on product designing, modelling, making and testing. 

 
Why study Design Technology? 
Design Technology is a STEM (Science Technology Engineering Maths) subject which is a job sector 
predicted by the government to offer the majority of job opportunities in the UK and the world over the 
next twenty years. After studying the subject at GCSE it offers excellent pathways to A-level or 
vocational courses in design technology, product design, graphic design, CAD design, 3D design, 
mechanical engineering, electrical engineering, manufacturing/production engineering and automotive 
engineering. Careers opportunities are wide and could include aeronautical, chemical, mechanical, 
electrical, automotive, manufacturing and space engineering industries or within the design and 
construction sectors such as product design, game design, interior design, furniture design, 3D/CAD 
design and industrial design. Additionally pupils considering a career in medicine/surgeon, dentistry and 
veterinary science would benefit from the hands-on practical approach to learning which will assist 
them in their career choice.  
 

How is the course organised? 
In the course there are two main areas of study. 
 
Component 1 
The content is divided into two sections core content and material categories. The core content 
provides students with a breadth of study and in the material specific categories, a depth of study. All 
students must study the core plus one material category. The material categories include card, paper, 
textiles, systems, woods, metals and plastics. 
This component is assessed by a written exam (50%) (2 hours) within this exam 15% of the marks are for 
Maths/Science questions which require a good understanding in physics, electronics of theory and 
calculation data interpretation, ratios, percentages and area. 
Component 2  
The content of this involves completing a project as part of a non-examined assessment (NEA). This 
project will test student’s skills in investigating, designing, making and evaluation a prototype of a 
product. Different tasks are set by the exam board each year. It will take approximately 35-40 hours and 
makes up 50% of the final grade. 
This component is assessed by a NEA 50 % (35-40 hours). 
 

  
 

Specification Award 1DTO 

GCSE (9-1) Design and Technology 

Exam Board—Edexcel (Pearson) 

Full details www.qualificationspearson.com 

Head of Design Technology: Mr R Murphy    

murphyr@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 
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How will GCSE Music help me in the future?  

In the future, Creativity is going to be one of the most important and in-demand skills at work (World Economic Forum.) When business leaders 
across the world were surveyed, they voted creativity as the most important workplace skill to help their businesses survive and grow. This means 
that the study of creative subjects, like Music, is becoming even more important and relevant to young people to give you the chance to succeed – 
whatever your ambitions. At the same time, you will find many opportunities to develop and improve your personal wellbeing both independently 
and as part of a wider community.  

What skills will I gain?  

Your practical skills of composing music and performing will be refined and will demonstrate creativity, reflection and resilience, as well as develop-
ing confidence and presentation skills. Studying music will give you opportunities for higher order thinking, by considering ideas which go beyond 
language. This is great brain-training which will help you in other areas too. You will gain a deep understanding of a number of transferable skills 
and practice applying these to new situations, developing analytical and problem solving skills. Through studying music, you will be equipped with 
the skills to succeed in your next steps.  

What could I do next?  

The possibilities are endless. Music will enable you to demonstrate many skills which employers, colleges and universities are looking for. It can also 
give you opportunities to travel, meet people and get the most out of life.  

Reasons to choose Music 

 If you already play an instrument or sing, you can develop your skills and get a GCSE out of it! If you don’t already play an instrument or sing, you 
can take the opportunity to learn new skills which could stay with you for life. If you already enjoy writing your own music or songs, you can use this 
ability and experience towards your GCSE. If you are a creative person who wants to learn to make music, this course will give you that chance. If 
you love listening to music, and can spot all the details, sing every riff and “air-drum” every beat you have already developed some of the abilities 
you need. OK, so you can’t mime playing it in the exam, but if you can  already think that rhythm or sing that tune in your head, you have some 
skills! 

Summary of Assessment 

Component 1: Performing 

Total duration of performances: 4-6 minutes 

Non-exam assessment: internally assessed, externally moderated 

30% of qualification 

A minimum of two pieces, one of which must be an ensemble  performance of at least one minute duration. The other piece (s) may be either solo 
and/or  ensemble. 

One of the pieces performed must link to an area of study. 

Component 2: Composing 

Total duration of compositions: 3-6 minutes 

Non-exam assessment: internally assessed, externally moderated 

30% of qualification 

Two compositions, one of which must be in response to a brief set by WJEC. Learners will chose one brief from a choice of four, each one linked to 
a different area of study.  The briefs will be released during the first week of September in the academic year in which assessment is to be taken.  
The second composition is a free composition for which learners set their own brief. 

Component 3: Appraising 

Written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes 

40% of qualification 

This component is assessed via a listening examination. 

Eight questions in total, two on each of the four areas of study. 

Area of study 1: Musical Forms and Devices 

Area  of study 2: Music for Ensemble 

Area of study 3: Film Music 

Area of study 4: Popular Music 

 

Two of the eight questions are based on extracts set by WJEC. 

Music:  

Specification: C700QS 

Full details at: www.eduqas.com 

Head of Music:  Mrs K Stopford 

stopfordk@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

GCSE Music 
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                                 GCSE Physical Education 
 
Written Exam 1: The Human body and movement in physical activity and sport.  

30% of the GCSE  

Topics to be studied 

• Anatomy and Physiology (muscles, bones, heart and lungs) 

• Movement Analysis (lever systems within the body, joints in the body) 

• Training (fitness testing, training programmes and injury) 

• Use of data in sport (heart rate, recovery rates etc.)        

Written Exam 2: Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport 

30% of the GCSE  

Topics to be studies  

•     Sport Psychology (Mental preparation, stress in sport and motivation)         

•     Health, fitness and well-being (Body types and weight loss) 

•     Socio-Cultural Influences (Drugs in sport, international sport) 

•     Use of data in sport (heart rate, recovery rates etc.) 

How are they assessed?  

Written Exams for both  (each exam being 1 hour and 15 minutes) – Multiple choice, short and extended answer questions.  

Non-Exam: Practical Performance  

30% of the GCSE 

How is it assessed?  

Assessed by teachers, moderated by AQA on a ‘Practical Exam Day’, 75 marks available, assessed in three different actives 
(mixture of team and individual) 

For each activity there are 25 marks available:  

  Skills (10 marks) 

 Students will be asked to demonstrate the different skills required for that sport, the drills will start in isolation then 
 progressive to increase the pressure e.g. by adding a defender in a shooting practice.  

 Full Performance (15 marks) 

 Students will be asked to preform in the fill game/context of the activity in their specialised position or 
 discipline. Students will be assessed on how well they use their skills in the competitive performance.  

Team Activities (at least one from list below) 

Association Football, Badminton, Basketball, Camogie, Cricket, Dance, Gaelic Football, Handball, Hockey, Hurling, Lacrosse, 
Netball, Rowing, Rugby League, Rugby Union, Squash, Table Tennis, Tennis, Volleyball. 

Individual Activities (at least one from list below) 

Amateur Boxing, Athletics, Gymnastics, Skiing, Table Tennis, Badminton, 
Canoeing/Kayaking, Equestrian, Snowboarding, Tennis, Cycling, Dance, 
Rock Climbing, Squash, Trampolining, Diving, Golf, Sculling, Swimming. 

Non-Exam: Written Coursework 

10% Students analyse and evaluate a sport of their choice. 

Physical Education:  

Specification Award: 4892 

Full details at: www.aqa.org.uk 

Head of PE: Mrs M Leech 

leechm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 
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Unit R051: Contemporary issues in sport 

This unit sets the context of sport within the wider environment and how it reflects society and its values.         

Students will explore a range of topical and contemporary issues in sport, as well as the promotion of values and 

ethical behaviour through sport. Students will also learn about the role of high-profile sporting events and         

national governing bodies in advancing sports’ attempts to positively impact upon society and showcase their 

worth beyond providing entertainment.  

Assessed by a written exam. 1 Hour  

 

Unit R052: Developing sports skills 

Students will develop their skills, techniques and use of tactics/strategies/compositional ideas in both an           

individual and a team sporting activity. Students will also improve their understanding of the rules to allow them 

to act in a number of officiating roles within an activity. 

As well developing sporting skills, students will also develop their transferable skills such as communication,     

performing under pressure, using initiative to solve problems and making decisions by considering rapidly     

changing conditions around them. 

Assessed by OCR set tasks.  

 

R056: Developing knowledge and skills in outdoor activities 

Organisations increasingly use outdoor and adventurous activities as the basis for team away-days and              

team-building exercises, requiring individuals to work collaboratively and develop their problem-solving and    

communication skills as a group. Students will develop their knowledge about different outdoor activities, how to 

plan an outdoor activity and be able to participate in one. They will develop their communication, decision making 

and leadership skills in challenging scenarios and environments. 

Assessed by OCR set tasks.  

Cambridge National Sport Studies 

Cambridge National Sport Studies 

Specification Award:  J813 

Full details at: www.ocr.org.uk 

Head of PE: Mrs M Leech 

leechm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 
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GCSE Geography 
How is the course structured? 

The specification will offer students an opportunity to study a range of innovative, relevant, relatable and modern units of study; 

including a mixture of Physical Geography and Human Geography. The units of study offer a broad spectrum of Geographical 

understanding, which fosters cross-curricular links and builds a solid foundation for further educational study.  GCSE Geography at 

Elton High focuses on Geographical understanding in practical and hands on ways in and out of the classroom.  

GCSE Geography is now an all examination based course, with no controlled assessment. Students will complete the units of study 

over the period of two years, and sit the examination in the summer of the final year of study.  

 

Paper 1 (Physical Geography) Paper 2 (Human Geography) Paper 3 
(Field work skills) 

Natural Hazards: a comprehensive study of 
natural hazards which occur on global scales 
and a national scale. The hazards studied 
will include: 
-Tectonics: the study of volcanoes and 
earthquakes. Looking at the effects and re-
sponses in Nepal to New Zealand. 
-Hurricanes. 
-Natural hazards in the UK, such as  an in-
crease in the UK’s named storms. 
 
Climate Change: 
A study of the cause and impact of  global 
climate change, which is the worlds  most 
discussed global issue to date. Learn about 
how this has          happened, and how we 
can try to solve the problem. 
 
Ecosystems: a study of UK and  global eco-
systems. 
The ecosystems studied will include: 
-Tropical Rainforests—A study of Costa Ri-
can Rainforests including its plant and ani-
mals. 
-Cold Environments—A study of cold envi-
ronments of Alaska  including its plants and 
animals. 
-UK ecosystems 
 
UK Landscapes: a study of rivers and glacial 
landscapes in the UK. To look at how the 
last ice age has moulded our landscapes  in 
the UK from Scotland to Snowdon. 
A study of the landforms of rivers, and how 
flooding can ravage areas,           including in 
the North of Cumbria. 

Urbanisation: a study of some of the 
world’s fastest growing cities such as 
Mumbai, looking at issues such as gangs, 
crime and poverty. 
A study of issues in UK cities. 
A study of Manchester , which looks at 
the opportunities and challenges of the 
UK’s northern city. 
 
Development: a study of rich and poor 
parts of the world. A study of the cause 
and difference in the quality of life for 
people in different areas.  
 
Study of the future of Global          re-
sources, focused in water, food and ener-
gy. 
Resources: 
Food: A study of the distribution of food 
and calorie intake; including   areas of 
famine. 
The growing demand for high-value food 
exports from low income      countries. 
Larger carbon footprints due to the in-
creasing number of ‘food miles’ travelled, 
and moves towards local sourcing of food. 

Part 1 - Field work skills 
 You will take part in two out of school 
fieldwork trips. On these visits you will 
develop field work          techniques 
which will feature on your final exam. 
Fieldwork includes a river study in Year 
10 .  Urban study in Year 11 in Salford 
Quays. 
 
 
Part 2—Source Element 
Pre-seen source materials  practiced and 
developed in class. Linked to all other 
elements studied.  
Students study and answer questions 
before the exam. 

 
Geography  
 
Specification Award:  9032 
   
Full details at:  www.aqa.org.uk  
 
Head of Geography:  Miss Z Windsor  
 
windsorz@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 
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History 
Why study History? 
History teaches us about how and why the world came to be as it is today; it deals with big issues such as power, war, politics, 
discrimination and terrorism that still affect us all.  History helps students to think for themselves and analyse why things have 
happened, encouraging them to form their own opinions.  In addition, History helps students to develop skills such as how to 
organise information, construct good arguments, solve problems and communicate well – all skills which are useful in other 
subjects, and that further education and employers want young people to have.  Most importantly, students should choose 
this subject if they enjoy it and fins it interesting. 
 

How is the course organised? 
We follow Edexcel Modern History A (Specification 2HA01 – full details at www.edexcel.com).  It is split into four parts which 
are all examined in the summer of year 11 over three papers. 
 

What is the content of the course? 
 

YEAR 10 
Crime and punishment in Britain c1000 to the present day (Paper 1) 
In this unit, you will find out about how crimes have been investigated, how suspects have been tried, and how criminals have 
been punished.  This will start in the Middle Ages with trial by ordeal and then move on to look at how people accused of 
heresy, treason and witchcraft were treated by the law between 1500 and 1700; there will be a particular focus on the case of 
the Gunpowder Plot and the witch trials of Matthew Hopkins.  The unit then moves on to look at how crimes such as smuggling 
and highway robbery became more common between 1700 and 1900, and why the police force was introduced in the early 
19th century by Robert Peel.  Finally, we will look at how crime and punishment has developed to what we know today.  This 
includes how science and technology have become important in policing, “new” crimes such as drug offences and race crime, 
and developments in punishment, such as the abolition of capital punishment.  There will be a particular focus on the impact of 
the case of Jack the Ripper and why the execution of Derek Bentley in 1953 was so important to the abolition of capital 
punishment. 

 

Elizabeth I (Paper 2) 
Some of this will be familiar from year 8, when you gained an overview of some of these topics.  For your GCSE, you will look 
into these topics in more depth.  You will start by looking at how people reacted to a woman being their queen, and how 
Elizabeth dealt with this.  You will then move on to look at the threats that Elizabeth had to face with as queen.  This will 
include why Mary, Queen of Scots was such a threat to Elizabeth, why so many people, especially from the north of England, 
plotted to kill Elizabeth, and the attempted invasion by the Spanish Armada and how they were defeated. 
 

YEAR 11 
International Relations: The Cold War, 1941–91 (Paper 2) 
In this unit, you will find out how the world came close to war for over 40 years during the Cold War, despite the fact that the 
USSR and the USA had fought together against Hitler during the Second World War.  You will find out how the world came 
close to war during the Cuban Missiles Crisis, why the Berlin Wall was built, how the world started talking again after the Cuban 
Missiles Crisis, but how war in Afghanistan in 1979 worsened relations.  You will then find out why the 1980s became a 
dangerous time due to the arms race and projects such as “Star Wars”, but how by 1991 the Cold War was over. 
 

The USA, 1954–75: conflict at home and abroad (Paper 3) 
The Civil Rights Movement, 1950-75: 
You will learn about protests such as the Montgomery Bus Boycott and Little Rock High School, the role of Martin Luther King 
and Malcolm X, the protests of Black Power and the Black Panthers, and opposition to the Civil Rights Movement from groups 
such as the Ku Klux Klan. 
America and the war in Vietnam: 
In this part of the course, you will discover why America got involved in the war in Vietnam, the events of the war itself, why 
many people protested against the war and how and why the Americans finally left Vietnam. 

 
 

 

 

History:  

Specification: 2HA01 

Full details at: www.edexcel.com 

Head of History:  Miss H Ryder 

ryderh@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 
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Religious Studies 
 

Why study Religious Studies? 
Religious Studies equips students with indispensable knowledge and skills for life.  Some of the skills developed 
through the study of religion are analysis, interpretation, questioning, critical thinking, tolerance and empathy.  In 
today's multicultural workplace and global economy, basic knowledge about other cultures and religious 
perspectives is so important. Studying religion is about people and their many opinions. In jobs that require 
relating to others, reaching out to them, building bridges, or incorporating many views at once, a study of religion 
will provide an excellent foundation.  This can be a particularly useful qualification for students thinking of 
pursuing a career in Law, the Police, Education, Social Services, Health and Child Care and Journalism, however, 
knowledge of religion poses no limitations, and can lead down more diverse avenues. 

How is the  GCSE course organised? 
Students sit two exams at the end of year 11.  Both exams are 1 hour and 45 minutes in length.  There is no 
controlled assessment. 

What is the Content of the Course? 
The GCSE is split into two equal components.  Component 1 is, ‘The study of religions; beliefs, teachings and 
practices.  Students must learn about two religions.  These are Christianity and Islam.   

In Christianity, students will learn about God, Creation, Life after Death, Jesus, Worship, Festivals and the Role of 
the Church in Local and Worldwide Communities. 

In Islam, students will learn about Allah, Life after Death, Angels, Articles of Faith, Prophethood, Holy Books, 
Worship, Duties and Festivals, including the 5 Pillars of Islam and Jihad. 

Component 2 is, ‘Thematic studies’.  In their exam, students will have to answer questions on four Religious, 
philosophical and ethical studies themes, out of a choice of 6.  These are: 

Theme A: Relationships and families. 

Theme B: Religion and life. 

Theme C: The existence of God and revelation. 

Theme D: Religion, peace and conflict. 

Theme E: Religion, crime and punishment. 

Theme F: Religion, human rights and social justice. 

Core Religious Studies—For those who do not continue with the GCSE course. 

The law requires all students to follow a Religious Studies course until the age of 16.  For those students who do 
not select the GCSE option, they will study a Core programme.  The types of issues covered in this aspect of 
Religious Studies are Human Rights and Social Justice; Drugs and Alcohol; Matters of Life and Death; Animal Rights 
and Prejudice. 

Students may be withdrawn from Religious Studies by their parents, but it is then the parents’ responsibility to 
provide their own Religious Education for their son/daughter to complete when they would usually be in an RE 
lesson. 
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Spanish 
Why study Spanish? 

In our increasingly competitive global marketplace, the demand for language skills is more essential than ever.  Employers are 
recognising the value of multi-lingual employees who have the skills and flexibility to operate in international environments.  A 
foreign language, whether spoken fluently or conversationally, can give access to a much wider range of jobs in the UK and 
overseas.  For example, a marketing professional in a global firm is likely to be much more successful if they are able to 
communicate with foreign companies in their own language.  A recent skills survey by The Confederation of British Industries 
(CBI) revealed that 74% of employers want to employ people with conversational skills in a foreign language.  

As well as language skills, language students develop a wide variety of transferable skills, highly valued by employers, including 
communication skills, problem solving skills, team work and the ability to be flexible.  Furthermore, they have the opportunity 
to learn about other cultures and the people of the country/countries where the language is spoken.   

How is the GCSE organised? 

This is  a linear qualification, students will sit all 4 examinations at the end of their GCSE course. 

• Listening – 25%   35 or 45 minute exam 

• Speaking – 25%   7 to 9 or  9 to 12 minute exam 

• Reading  – 25%   45 minute or 1 hour exam 

• Writing – 25%   1 hour or 1 hour 15 min exam 

Please note different lengths of exam time are dependant on the tier of paper. 

Papers are tiered so that pupils can be entered for the appropriate papers for their ability.  Pupils are entered for either all 
higher or all foundation papers, they can not “mix and match” by skill. 

What is the content of the course? 

All topics must be studied in the context of both the students’ home country and that of countries and communities where 
Spanish is spoken.  There are three overall themes, each including a range of subtopics.  

Theme 1: Identity and culture 

Topic 1: Me, my family and friends 

Relationships with family and friends 

Marriage/partnership 

Topic 2: Technology in everyday life 

Social media 

Mobile technology 

Topic 3: Free-time activities 

Music 

Cinema and TV 

Food and eating out 

Sport 

Topic 4: Customs and festivals in Spanish-speaking countries/communities 

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

Topic 1: Home, town, neighbourhood and region 

Topic 2: Social issues 

Charity/voluntary work 

Healthy/unhealthy living 

Topic 3: Global issues 

The environment 

Poverty/homelessness 

Topic 4: Travel and tourism 

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment 

Topic 1: My studies 

Topic 2: Life at school/college 

Topic 3: Education post-16 

Topic 4: Jobs, career choices and ambitions 

Spanish:  

Specification Award:  AQA 

Full details at: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/Head of 

Modern Foreign Languages:  Mrs R Bardsley 

bardsleyr@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  



 

 17 

 

 

Business 
 
Why study Business? 

 

Business makes the world go round.  It creates wealth.  Economies depend on it and the profits that businesses 
make finance the public services. 

The UK, in particular, has a strong enterprise culture – and young people play a key role in this.  In the last year 
alone, around 50,000 young people started new businesses in England and Wales.  To do that successfully, you 
need essential business skills and understanding. 

Throughout the course students will be involved in a range of learning activities which will allow them to develop 
important transferable key skills (numeracy, communication, ICT, problem solving, working independently and 
working with others) as well as developing their understanding of the business world. 

The course helps prepare students for further and higher education, through a range of routes, including A Levels 
as well as BTEC and NVQ courses.  It provides an insight into the world of work and enables students to 
appreciate the different functional areas within business and provides helpful career guidance.  The course can 
lead to business focused degrees and career pathways such as business administration, business management, 
accountancy, law, marketing, banking or the leisure and tourism industry. 

 

How is the course organised? 

 

The subject is divided into two main areas and ten topic areas. 

 

Unit 1: Investigating Small Business (Examination  - 1  hour 30 minutes - 50%) 

• Enterprise and entrepreneurship 

• Spotting a business opportunity 

• Putting a business idea into practice 

• Making the business effective 

• Understanding external influences on business 

 

Unit 2: Building a Business (Examination  - 1  hour 30 minutes - 50%) 

• Growing the business 

• Making marketing decisions 

• Making operational decisions 

• Making financial decisions 

• Making human resource decisions 

 

Both exam papers will consist of calculations, multi-choice, short-answer and extended-writing questions. 

 

What is the content of the course? 

 

The course will allow students to be introduced to business and gain an understanding of different functions of a 
business including Business Start-Up, Accounting and Finance, Marketing, Operations Management and Human 
Resources.  Students will also have the opportunity to visit businesses that offer tours and talks so they can apply 
their knowledge to real business situations. Recently we have 
visited Cadbury World in Birmingham and Vodafone (Manchester). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

GCSE Business:  

Specification:  1BS0 

Full details at: www.edexcel.com 

Head of  Business:  Mr W Arshad 

arshadw@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  
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Computer Science 
 

Why study Computer Science? 
 

This GCSE gives students an excellent opportunity to investigate how computers work and how they are used to 
develop computer programming and problem-solving skills.  Students will do some in-depth research and practical 
work. 

The course will: 

• Give learners a real, in-depth understanding of how computer technology works 

• Provide excellent preparation for higher study and employment in Computer Science 

• Develop critical thinking, analysis and problem-solving skills 

 

Students will: 
• Develop their understanding of current and emerging technologies, understanding of how they work and 

apply this knowledge and understanding in a range of contexts 

• Acquire and apply a knowledge, some technical skills and an understanding of the use of algorithms in 
computer programs to solve problems using programming 

• Use their knowledge and understanding of computer technology to become independent and discerning 
users of IT, able to make informed decisions about the use and be aware of the implications of different 
technologies 

• Acquire and apply creative and technical skills, knowledge and understanding of IT in a range of contexts 

• Develop computer programs to solve problems 

• Develop the skills to work collaboratively 

• Evaluate the effectiveness of computer programs/solutions and the impact of and issues related to the use of 
computer technology in society 

 

How is the course organised? 
 

The course consists of 2 units of work which are assessed by two written papers. 

 

Component 01 – Computer Systems (Written Paper—50% of total GCSE)  

The computer systems unit will teach students about the theory about a wide range of issues such as systems 

architecture, memory and storage, networking, network security, systems software and ethical, legal, cultural and 

environmental impacts of digital technology. 

Component 02 – Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming (Written Paper — 50% of total 

GCSE)  

The computational thinking unit will teach students about the theory about algorithms, programming 

fundamentals, producing robust programs, boolean logic, programming languages and integrated developments 

environments.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Computer Science:  

Specification:  J277 

Full details at: www.ocr.org.uk 

Head of  Computing:  Mr W Arshad 

arshadw@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  
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Creative iMedia 
 
Why study Creative iMedia? 

 
Creative and Digital Media plays an important part in many areas of our everyday lives and is also an important part of the UK 

economy. There is a demand from employers for an increasingly skilled and technically literate workforce as more and more media 

products are produced digitally. For example, watching a movie trailer on YouTube will persuade us to go and watch the movie, 

listening to a podcast on the latest iPhone will influence us to purchase the phone or even purchasing a new game after playing a 

small online sample.  Businesses nowadays pay huge amounts of money to people who can develop websites, video/radio adverts, 

animations and games. Creative iMedia provides you with specific and transferable skills and a solid foundation in understanding and 

applying this subject, whether it is in employment or higher education. 

How is the course organised? 
The are two mandatory units and one optional unit to study over the two years.  

Unit R093: Creative iMedia in the Media Industry (external exam – 1 hour 30 mins – 40%) 

The media industry is vast, covering both traditional and new media sectors and providing work for individual freelance creatives as 

well as large teams in design houses and multinational companies. Job roles frequently overlap multiple sectors, and products often 

need to be suitable for more than one kind of output. However, there are common aspects to all media products. Pre-production and 

planning are vital; saving clients time and money and enabling creatives and designers to charge appropriately for their services. 

Products also make use of similar media codes to convey meaning, create impact and engage audiences.  

• In this unit you will learn about the sectors, products and job roles that form the media industry.  

• You will learn the legal and ethical issues considered and the processes used to plan and create digital media products.  

• You will learn how media codes are used within the creation of media products to convey meaning, create impact and engage 

audiences.  

• You will learn to choose the most appropriate format and properties for different media products.  

Completing this unit will provide you with the basic skills for further study or a range of creative job roles within the media industry.  

Unit R094: Visual Identity and Digital Graphics (Coursework based task (OCR moderated) – 25%) 

Identity is a vital component of any business, product or brand. A visual identity communicates values and core principles to the 

consumer, user or customer. It makes a brand recognisable and helps sell a product or idea to a target audience. Logos, shapes, 

typography, colour theory and composition are all used to generate visual identities which work across different platforms and media, 

and user interface and experience are key considerations in the design process.  

• In this unit you will learn how to develop visual identities for clients.  

• You will also learn to apply the concepts of graphic design to create original digital graphics which incorporate your visual 

identity to engage a target audience.  

Completing this unit will introduce the foundations for further study or a wide range of job roles within the media industry.  

 

Optional Unit (One to be chosen by the teacher – coursework based task (OCR moderated) – 35% each) 

• Characters and comics  

• Animation with audio  

• Interactive digital media 

• Visual imaging   

• Digital games  

 

 

 

 

 

Creative iMedia:  

Specification:  J834 

Full details at: www.ocr.org.uk 

Head of  Computing:  Mr W Arshad 

arshadw@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  
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Media Studies 

Why study Media Studies? 

We live in a digital age and consume vast quantities of media from television and cinema through to radio and 
podcasts, right up to social media, vlogs and everything in between. There is a booming job market within Media 
and as Media City is on our doorstep, the opportunities to work within Media are too. Within this course, learners 
will study a range of media forms such as newspapers, television, music videos and online and social media. 
Learners will develop their media knowledge, applying specific terminology, understanding representations, 
discovering media industries, applying audience theories and completing written analysis of media forms. 

Students will: 

• Develop skills of enquiry, critical thinking, decision-making and analysis 
 

• Acquire knowledge and understanding of a range of media industries and issues 
 

• Develop a critical understanding of the media and their role historically and currently in society, culture and 
politics 

 

• Understand and apply subject-specific terminology to analyse a range of media products 
 

• Develop practical skills by providing some opportunities for creative media production 
 

• Develop written analysis skills and application of key theoretical studies. 

How is the course organised? 

The course consists of three units of study which are assessed by two written exams and one non-exam assessment. 

Component 01: Exploring the Media (40%) (Written Paper) 

Section A assesses media language and representation in relation to two print based media forms (magazines, 
marketing (film posters), newspapers or print advertisements. 
Section B explores media industries and audiences through two of the following media forms: film, newspapers, 
radio or video games. 

Component 02: Understanding Media Forms and Products (30%) (Written Paper) 

Section A is based on the television industry and will consist of two questions. One question on either media 
language or representation and one question on the industry or audiences. 
Section B focuses on the music industry, including music videos on online content. There will be two questions: one 
question on either media language or representation and one question on the music industry or audiences. 

Component 03: Creating Media Products (30%) (Non-exam Assessment) 

Creation of an individual media production for an intended audience in response to a choice of briefs set by the 
WJEC, applying knowledge and understanding of media language and representation. 

Media Studies: 

Specification: C680QS 

Full details at: eduqas.co.uk 

Teacher: Mr B Dolata 

dolatab@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 


