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The front cover and photos within this newsletter 
give a good indication about the events that 
students have been enjoying in recent weeks. 
From Comic Relief to the Year 7/8 Pantomime 
visits, from the Geography field trips to English 
Drama Perforamcnes, we are at last able to 
provide the wider opportunities that had been 
restricted for so long due to Covid. However, you 
will know that the government has raised 
concerns about a new Covid variant and has given 
more guidance for schools and the wider working 
world. There are greater demands about mask 
wearing while on-site testing is again scheduled 
to take place at the start of the next school term. 
Details are included in this newsletter and further 
updates will be provided as we have more 
information, hopefully as we move towards the 
Christmas holidays in a few weeks time.  
 
As we move towards the Christmas period there 
is obviously a steep increase in advertising and 
marketing, with the main platform now being 
through social media. 'Black Friday' did not exist 
in this country until a few years ago, while 
marketing on social media generally has rocketed 
in recent years. It is now estimated that there are 
around 45 million social media users, or 66% of 
the UK population. Those users have also 
increased the time that they spend on phones/
devices, with the average person being on social 
media for just under two hours a day. Facebook 
remains the biggest social media platform, with a 
global reach of nearly 2.2 billion people. In the UK 
there are around 38 million Facebook users, 66% 
of the population over the age of 13. Facebook is 
followed by Youtube, Instagram and Twitter as 
the next most popular platforms, though Tik-Tok 
has grown most quickly, with nearly ten million 
UK users expected by the end of this year.  
 
All these forms of social media have obviously 
transformed the way that we live, work and 
communicate with each other. There are 

countless benefits of using social media but there 
are also some disadvantages, with more of a 
tendency for facts to be twisted as the truth 
becomes more and more removed due to the 
weight of different postings and opinions. One 
simple example happened last week, where a 
Facebook site for Elton parents generated some 
postings about the use of toilets in the school, 
with the message being developed that students 
were not allowed to go to the toilet and that 
toilets were being locked throughout the school 
day. Despite having the best intentions, the facts 
of the matter became distorted and there was 
some understandable upset and disquiet on the 
Facebook group. Those parents that I spoke with 
were relieved to know that we have not made 
any changes to the use of toilets in school (some 
cubicles were locked that were already out of 
bounds at dinnertime), but this case did highlight 
the need for parents to contact me directly if 
they have any questions or concerns about our 
school. The email address that is shown below 
comes through directly to my phone and I always 
try to respond as soon as practically possible. Our 
school is not flawless and we sometimes make 
mistakes, but our success in recent years has 
been based on working closely with parents with 
a united aim of providing a quality experience for 
the students, and this is something that continues 
to drive our staff on a daily basis. Misinformation 
and rumour tends to cause unwanted upset and 
also wastes time, and I appreciate parents 
contacting me directly if any queries arise, no 
matter how small or seemingly trivial.  
Thanks again for your support and my email 
address is shown below as usual. 
 
Jonathan Wilton, Headteacher 
wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Children in Need Raises £1,600 

We had a fabulous response for Children in Need and raised a tremendous £1,600.  
A team of Year 11 students worked really hard to plan and organise the lunchtime 
events which included a cake stall with some fabulous home baking supplemented 
by shop bought items.  We had a chocolate hamper raffle, a name the teddy 
competition and guess the number of sweets in the jar.   

The winners of the big prizes were as 
follows:- 
Chocolate Hamper - Josh Foster in Year 7 
Name the Teddy - Khloe Barlow in Year 7 
Guess the number of sweets - Katie Rayner 
Year 11. 



Children in Need Raises £1,600 



Year 7 & 8 Pantomimes 

On Tuesday, 23rd of November, my peers and I were 
transferred, via coach, to Oldham to observe a Pantomime 
about Aladdin. 
In my opinion, overall, the Pantomime gained pros and cons. 
First of all, the pros, the atmosphere was astounding; light 
off, high up, it couldn’t get any better. Not to mention, I was 
allowed to sit with friends and eat snacks. How could this get 
any better? Well, to top it all off, I had amazing teachers to 
accompany my year. 
However, the main thing that bothered me was the actual 
show; the aspect was great, but I didn’t like the 
performance. Don’t get me wrong, the actors were amazing. 
It might be because, I have never watched Aladdin, or I have 
never been to a Pantomime. 
Now, time to elaborate why. I feel, from a person who has 
never watched Aladdin, I didn’t really understand what was 
going on. It may have been lack of concentration; after all, I 
was sat next to my friends. The final thing, a negative thing, 
about the Pantomime, was at the end. The end. I felt there 
was so much build up, so much fighting, all for the bad guy to 
lose. 
In conclusion, the Pantomime was awesome, I just wasn’t a 
big fan of the ending, and I feel it needs to follow the 
storyline a bit more. My friend had seen Aladdin, and had no 
idea what was happening. but at least I gained a basic 
understanding of Aladdin.  
Mackenzie Lamont  

Both Year 7 and Year 8 have recently 
visited the Oldham Coliseum to watch the 
Aladdin pantomime!  
 
Quotes from students are below: 

On Tuesday, I was given an incredible 
opportunity that I had never been lucky 
enough to experience before. I got to watch 
a live pantomime with my friends.  
In my opinion, the venue was brilliant. I got a 
great seat and all of the staff were very 
friendly. However, personally, I think there 
was far too much build-up for the ending. It 
didn’t seem very good compared to the rest 
of the performance. I feel that the 
pantomime was better suited towards a 
younger age range. I could tell that they tried 
to make jokes better suited towards my age 
group, however it didn’t necessarily land very 
well. 
William Schofield  

As I took a step into Oldham coliseum I was amazed. Looking 
down on the stage, it was beautiful. It was dark until when all 
of a sudden music started and the spotlight lit up the stage.  
The part that I enjoyed the most was when the whole of the 
coliseum started to sing and dance together. 
I haven’t been to a pantomime since I was at primary school 
in year 5 so it brought back lots of really good memories 
from then.  
Amy Houghton 



Year 7 & 8 Pantomimes 

I loved the pantomime as it was so much bubble and 
fun.  I was able to sit near my friends and enjoy every 
key aspect of the pantomime with the people I 
wanted to.  I adored the fact that I can share this 
amazingly planned trip with the people I care about.  
Everyone from Elton cheered and waved in support of 
the amazing actors.  We did everything to ensure that 
the actors felt appreciated in all the effort and hard 
work they put into their performance. 
The songs they sang were new and loved by everyone.  
All the actors were amazing and made abnormal 
recreation of Aladdin.  They made the repeated old 
story an interactive and inclusive pantomime  .I also 
love the fact that everyone joined in.  Everyone loved 
the experience and even though it’s main 
demographic with the jokes were for primary school 
kids.  Although, it is really enjoyable by all ages. 
Tilly Walker  

I really enjoyed the pantomime yesterday. I thought it 
was a great cast and theatre and I just genuinely 
enjoyed it.  
The person who played ‘the villain’ had a very clear 
role as we discussed in drama and she was also very 
good at singing. My favourite character was the dame 
because I loved all their outfits and over the top 
makeup I thought it was very cool. I also think she told 
some good jokes and was very funny. 
I loved all the songs they sung and I especially liked 
the fact we could sing along If we knew it. My 
favourite was when we sang Sweet Caroline and did 
the competition on who can sing at the loudest.  
I loved all the cast and thought they’re all very 
entertaining and fit their roles very well. The stage 
direction, props and costumes are also very good and 
I thought they spent a lot of time and money 
preparing it. 
One thing I will probably change was that I would be 
able to sit where I wanted to and have a scene where 
they got messy like we learnt about in drama e.g 
where some people could do the washing or bake a 
cake.  
I Would definitely go again and it is probably my 
favourite pantomime I’ve ever seen I really enjoy 
going to as a school and I would really like to go again 
I would like to thank the cast and the staff for 
ensuring I had a good time  
Lily Murray  

Yesterday, I watched Aladdin the pantomime at the 
Oldham Coliseum with my year group. I feel 
(personally) that the pantomime was quite good, fun 
and unique. 
My first reason as to why the pantomime was a 
positive experience is because there was a lot of 
audience involvement. This made it a fun time as you 
were not just sitting there listening and watching, you 
were : booing and hissing when the villain entered the 
stage, cheering and shouting once the hero had 
entered, saying the classical pantomime line “it’s 
behind you!” and also shouting “oh yes it is!” or “oh 
not it isn’t!”. Even for the primary school pupils that 
were also visiting the performance, the whole 
audience participation was something I really enjoyed. 
For my next reason as to why the Aladdin the 
pantomime was such a unique trip is because of the 
songs and music that were being played or sung. The 
pop songs that had been included in the panto were 
songs that we all knew and enjoyed listening to. I 
especially loved the small competition that took place 
in the middle of the panto where we had to sing 
Sweet Caroline and the theatre was ‘split’ down into 
two groups. The whole atmosphere of the audience 
participation was very positive and joyful. 
Another reason as to why I liked the performance was 
because of the actors. The roles that each of them 
had played suited their personality and voice. This 
made the pantomime very entertaining and a joy to 
watch. In particular, the genie was my personal 
favourite character as he was very unique and 
different from the rest of the characters. He was quite 
a carefree and chilled character. 
The pantomime was a very one - of - a - kind 
experience of which I would recommend to anyone 
and everyone who enjoys watching a good, hearty, 
talented performance by the cast at the Oldham 
Coliseum. Overall, it was a great trip and I loved sitting 
with my friends, eating snacks and having time off 
from the sometimes overwhelming everyday life. 
I truly enjoyed the performance and I would like to 
thank the staff, cast and teachers that made the Year 
8 pantomime trip possible. 
Katie Westmorland  



Year 11 ‘A Christmas Carol’ 

Year 10 have enjoyed a performance of “Power and Conflict” Poetry whilst Year 11 were 
immersed into the world of Charles Dickens with adaptation of A Christmas Carol. We look 
forward to welcoming Manchester Actor's company in the new year.   



Month of Giving 

This month at Elton we are launching the Month 
of Giving. December is a time to be grateful for all 
that we have, to be thankful of the time we get to 
spend with loved ones, pets, family and friends, 
and an opportunity to come together and 
celebrate, hopefully, after a long time of missed 
parties, rescheduled weddings and rebooked 
holidays. This time of year can also be an 
opportunity to reflect on what we have and to be 
grateful for time spent together. For some, 
December can be a difficult time. Darker 
mornings, earlier nights, fewer trips to the shop 
or the park and the extra cost of heating the 
home or buying gifts. 
 
Previously at Elton we have created a wide range 
of hampers for numerous causes. This year we 
are asking students to provide donations directly 
to school and we will collate the items into a 
range of hampers as well as donating to local 
charitable causes too. The items you donate will 
be used to make donations to local food banks, 
provide families in need with essential items and 
treats they may not otherwise have and we may 

even be able to create a hamper or two that we 
can raffle off and raise funds for charitable 
causes. 
We would love for every student to contribute 
where possible. Think about donating: 
 
 canned goods or other non-perishable food 
 items  
 chocolate and/or sweets 
 items with a long expiration date 
 toiletry items like toothpaste, deodorant and 
 shower gel 
 winter items like hats, gloves, scarves and 
 socks 
 Christmas food items with good expiration 
 dates 
 any unwanted gifts including books and toys 
in  excellent condition 
 
 

If you are able to donate then bring along 
your donations to the canteen in the 
morning or during form time. from 
Wednesday 1st December. 
 
Together we can make this 
Christmas extra special for everyone. 



Arrangements for COVID-19 
testing during the Christmas 
holidays and on return in January 
2022 for all educational and 
childcare settings in England 

All secondary schools have been told by the DfE 
to prepare to test their pupils once on-site on 
return in January.  The DfE understands that this 
is a significant additional ask, but testing 
continues to play a vital role in keeping COVID-19 
out of schools. Testing all pupils in school boosts 
testing participation and will help reduce 
transmission after a period of social mixing over 
the school holidays.  

All staff and students should continue to text 
twice per week over the holidays in line with 
national guidance. They should also should test if 
they will be in a high-risk situation that day, and 
before visiting people who are at higher risk of 
severe illness if they get COVID-19. 

Covid Update 

COVID-19 – Regular Testing – Survey of Parents 
 

As part of Public Health’s ongoing review of the impact of measures put in place to contain the spread of 
COVID-19, they would like to explore the level of compliance by families in undertaking regular home 
testing using the Lateral Flow Tests. There is no readily available data that enables us to understand the 
continued level of home testing, and therefore the impact that this measure may have on reducing the 
spread of COVID-19. 
A short survey has been produced by our Communications Team, working with Health Protection 
colleagues. The survey can be accessed via the following link: 
 
www.onecommunitybury.co.uk/lft-c19-school-age-children-and-their-parents<http://
www.onecommunitybury.co.uk/lft-c19-school-age-children-and-their-parents> 
 
It would be greatly appreciated if this could be shared with your parents via your usual channels, with a 
request to participate.  

Covid Survey of Parents 

The on-site testing is likely to take place on 
Thursday 6th  and Friday 7th January 2022 to 
enable a staggered return to school.    Further 
details will be communicated to parents once 
finalised.   

 

Face Masks to be Worn Inside 
the Building in Communal Areas 
and on all Public Transport 

Following Government guidance face masks must 
be worn by all students, staff and visitors inside 
the school building in communal areas, unless 
exempt.  An exemption lanyard must be worn. 

 

Covid-19 Lateral Flow Test Kits 

Covid-19 home test kits will be distributed this 
week and again before Christmas.   

http://www.onecommunitybury.co.uk/lft-c19-school-age-children-and-their-parents
http://www.onecommunitybury.co.uk/lft-c19-school-age-children-and-their-parents
http://www.onecommunitybury.co.uk/lft-c19-school-age-children-and-their-parents


YEAR 7 

Aleesha Ashraf 

Jake Bailey 

Kacee Grime 

George Hakin 

Ella Jackson 

Noah Morton 

Matthew Ogden 

Alice Rowland 

Isobella Walton 

Kirsten Wolstencroft 

YEAR 8 

Oscar Carr 

Mia Chuter 

Denajsia Fitzgerald 

Bibi Hanger 

Elissia Haworth 

Charlie Jones 

Summer Mahon 

Kumail Murtaza 

Thomas Riley 

Grissom Yee 

YEAR 9 

Maddison Andrews 

Matthew Chew 

Soloman Derbyshire 

Alena Dzafic 

Isobel Gallagher 

Ruby Graham 

Elham Karimi 

Ben McGuire 

Emily Myatt 

Joseph Smith 

YEAR 10 

Joshua Butler 

Rebecca Chadwick 

Monique Hall 

Oliver Hart 

Tom Hulse 

Habibah Kosar 

Hannah Morton 

Harrison Ramwell 

Amy Rybczynski 

YEAR 11 

Ben Ayres 

Thom Deakin 

Samuel Kirkby 

Caleb Kynaston 

Sanaa Latif 

Emily Marsden 

Freya McGinty 

Ben O’Brien 

Grace Pilkington  

Eric Shaw 

Punctuality Draw Winners 

Well done to our recent 

punctuality draw winners! 



Art Department Update 

Arts Captains! 
The Art Department would like to thank all of the 
students who have applied to become an Arts Captain. 
We had a high number of quality applications but could 
only interview ten students. We are very pleased to 
announce that we have decided to appoint all ten 
students following extremely positive interviews. A huge 
congratulations goes to: 
 
DARCY ASHWORTH 
JAKE BOOTH 
OLIVIA EDGE 
OLIVIA GRAY 
JESSICA KENYON 
ELLA MARSH 
APRIL MCDERMOTT 
AMY RYBCZYNSKI 
CAITLIN SMALL 
AMMARA USMAN 
 
Who will now take on their new Arts Captain roles 
across Art, Photography and Textiles. The students will 
be working with both primary school and KS3 students 
to develop their leadership skills and will aim to plan and 
run their own workshops and after school activities.  
Well done everyone! 

Just for Fun! 
 
Each newsletter we are going to run a 
competition which is open to anyone, 
(including friends and family members of the 
students!) 
 
The theme this time is WINTER and you can 
respond in any way you want - a drawing, 
painting, photograph, poem, collage etc. Be 
creative and have fun! You can submit work 
by using the hashtag #Elton_Arts on 
Instagram... Take a clear photograph of your 
work so we can see it clearly - good luck! 
Submit your entries any time before the next 
newsletter. 



Art Club 
Art Club has got off to a wonderful 
start with students from Year 7, 8 and 
9 all joining up. The club is focusing on 
photography and painting, so students 
have so far used the new DSLR 
cameras in the department to 
photograph still life arrangements 
ready to paint. Each week students will 
be using the cameras to try new 
techniques and camera skills. The work 
so far has been excellent - it is great to 
see students across each year group 
working together and being creative!  

Art Department Update 



Well done to Grace Berry (Year 7) who has sent in these pictures that she took at Dow 
Lane and the Lodges during lockdown. There are so many beautiful areas around Bury 
and it is great to see students using and sharing their photography skills!   

Art Department Update 



Maths Challenge 
Look at the problems below and see if you can work out the 
answer to win a prize! 
   

KS3 
An unusual die has its six faces labelled 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 9. 
 
If two such dice are rolled, and the numbers rolled 
added together, then how many different sums are possible? 
 
Can you say which sums are most likely 
 

KS4 
I have 3 Elvis Presley CDs, 2 Beatles CDs and 1 Queen CD. 
 
How many different ways can they be lined up on a shelf if I 
must keep all the CDs by the same artist together? 
 
Please email Mr Armishaw—
armishawm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk by Friday 10 
December. Solutions will appear in the next edition. 

Last edition’s solutions: 

KS3  Answer = 4/9 

Maths Department Update 

KS4 Answer =  

mailto:armishawm@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Maths Department Update 

Bury Council has confirmed that they are 
committed to allocate resources to support 
the provision of food vouchers over the 
forthcoming Christmas holiday period, for 
benefits related Free School Meal eligible 
children.  Vouchers will therefore be 
ordered from Wonde to the value of 
£15.00 per child, per week during the last 
week of term.  Please look out for your 
email / text as usual.   

Free School Meal Vouchers 



 

Toby Halpin Foden (Year 8) and his older sister, 
Emma, (Head Girl 2020-2021) both continue to 
compete at high levels in Free Skating.  Toby and 
Emma did fantastically at the GB Artistic Free Skating 
British Championships competition in Great Yarmouth 
this weekend. They both came second (Vice 
Champions) in their age categories.  

Toby also came third and Emma came second in the 
GB Artistic Solo Dance Skating British Championships 
early in November 2021, so they have both had a very 
successful year. The photos below shows them both 
on the podium at the GB Solo Dance Skating 
Championships.  

Dance Skating Championships 



Last half term, students in Year 8 had a Pumpkin Carving Competition. All the entries we 
got were amazing! 404 students and staff voted for the scariest one and we had an 
amazing turn out!   Well done to those who entered. Our 

winners are below collecting their prizes - amazing effort girls!  

Third Prize: Isabelle 

Prince with her 

amazing pumpkin!  

Well done!  

Winners! 

 Amelia Davenport and Imogen 

McGinty!  

Fabulous effort!  

Second Prize: Grace O’Halloran 

and Katie Lavery. Fabulous 

work!  

Geography Department Update 



 

 

 

 

Year 9 
40 Geographers from Year 9 were absolutely 
amazed by the physical landscape in Malham 

and the White Scar Caves. 
The students thoroughly enjoyed their day – 

the weather was perfect! As were the 
students. The department had so many lovely 

comments from the public about how 
wonderful and polite our students were.  

Well done Year 9! 

Zak Walsh created this amazing map 

showing the route, pictures he took on 

the day and where they are located.  

Top Geographer!!  

Geography Department Update 





Please be reminded that we will not be accepting any cash payments for 
school trips due to Covid-19 and the requirement to remove cash handling.  If 
your child is going on a trip you will need to pay for this online.  Below is a 
reminder of the procedure to follow: 
 

e-Payments:  A great way to pay for school trips and events. 
To help make it as easy as possible for you to pay for school trips and events we have introduced an e-payments 
system which allows you to pay for school trips and events over the internet.  This is the same system as paying for 
school meals.     
 
Advantages to parents 
 No cash to find or cheques to write. 
 24 hour service. 
 Straightforward and easy to use.  
 Avoids the risk of your child losing cash on the way to school 
 
How to pay  
All major debit or credit cards are accepted with the exception of American Express and Diners Card.  To pay online 
you will need the following details to hand:   
 

 
 

*   For online payments the prefix letter must be in uppercase 
 

Your questions answered 
 
Will I be charged for using my credit/debit card? 
There is no charge for using a debit card but there is a 1.3% charge when a credit card is used.  
 
I have more than one child attending the same school; do I have to make separate payments? 
Yes.  A single payment cannot be split across more than one account.  You will need to make separate payments to 
each account.   
 
Can I still pay for trips and events by cheque or cash? 
No. Due to Covid-19 we can no longer accept cheque or cash payments. If you are struggling with the online 
payments system please contact the school office / finance department who will be happy to assist you.  

e-payments for school trips and events 

Web payments: www.bury.gov.uk/payforit ,then select “School pay-
ments” & “make a payment to your child’s school” (or 
scan QR code with smartphone) 

Categories: Please leave as ’All Categories’ 

Shop name: The Elton High School 

Pupil name: Forename and Surname 

Reference number: If you are not sure of your child’s UPN (unique pupil 
number), please email eltonhigh@bury.gov.uk for details. 

School DfE number 4004 

School Trip Payments 

*** We appreciate there will always be extreme cases where you cannot pay online,  

if so, please contact the main school reception to discuss *** 

http://www.bury.gov.uk/payforit
mailto:eltonhigh@bury.gov.uk


PE Department Update 

School Run 
Another Friday after school, another schoolrun. What 
a fantastic way to end the week! Well done to this 
week’s school runners who ran into the sunset before 
going home!  
“Invigorating”, “good for my mindset”, “love running 
at the end of the week to ease my mind off the hard 
work of the week”, “makes me feel good about 
myself”, “I’m getting fitter”, “I’ve made new friends!”  
All positive comments about the effect running has on 
all of our school runners. Come and join us every 
Friday all welcome, you can walk, run, or a bit of both. 
The main thing is that you are there!  

The next edition of the Elton Times will be sent on 

Wednesday 15 December 2021 

Table Tennis Competition 
 
In a recent assembly we had a table tennis 
competition to demonstrate the importance of 
learning from mistakes.  In this instance the aim 
of the task was to win a competition.   
Mia Campbell from 7L was the winner! Well 
done Mia!  
All competitors were awarded prizes. 
Mrs Jones, PE 

Netball Update 
Our Year 9 team played against Bury Grammar 
School last week and performed well in a tough 
game. When we had the ball in attack we were 
amazing and quick to break forward!  
All players gave their best and made some great 
interceptions, had lots of shots on goal but we let 
the lead slip too far in the latter stages of the 
game.  Our players’ player was Heidi Aspinall.  
Well done to all of you and thank you for the 
support from parents; it is much appreciated! 


