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As is always the case at the end of a term, there 
are various pieces of information which need to 
be clarified as we head towards Friday. I have 
highlighted the key points in the sections below: 
 
Review - Christmas Concert 
The Christmas Concert took place on Tuesday 
evening with performances from over sixty 
different students. We took advice on whether to 
go ahead with the concert and felt that we 
could limit risk with the measures that were 
communicated to those who were attending.  It 
was one of the most impressive events that I 
have seen in this school and a full review of 
photos are printed on page four and five.  
Particular thanks to Mrs Stopford and Mr 
Wooliscroft for all their time and efforts in 
preparation for the event.  We are lucky to have 
such committed staff and such talented students. 
 
Arrangements - Friday closure - We close at 1pm 
this Friday with students spending the last hour 
of the morning with their form groups and tutors. 
This follows the Reward Assemblies and Reward 
Trips which have been taking place all week (and 
which we will again provide reports about in the 
next issue of the newsletter). The bus companies 
have assured us that they will provide a normal 
service on that day at that earlier time, leaving 
here for shortly after 1pm.  
 
Staff Leaving - As we arrive at the end of this first 
full term, we say goodbye to a few staff who are 
leaving us at the Christmas break. Mr South 
(English Dept) has taught at Elton since 2014, 
introducing the popular Comic Club group and 
working with lots of students over the years. Mrs 
Baison has worked as a Behaviour Mentor with us 
since the new building opened in September 
2016 and has had a huge impact in providing care 
and support for so many of our students. She 
deals with a range of matters on a daily basis and 
always works for the best interests of the 

students. Finally, Mrs Penfold is retiring as Head 
of Art having worked at the school since 1993 - 
nearly thirty years! She has overseen the 
development of the Art Dept in that time, with 
our school being an Arts College for many years 
and continuing to have three GCSE subjects (Art, 
Photography, Textiles) and our fantastic Art to 
Heart programme. We cannot overstate the 
impact that Mrs Penfold has had over the years 
and there is no doubt that she will be sorely 
missed by all her students and by the Elton staff. 
We wish her a very happy and restful retirement. 
 
Important - New Term - Covid Testing - As 
outlined in the letter that was sent earlier today, 
the government has asked all high schools to 
carry out Covid testing prior to the students' 
return in the new term. Unlike with past testing 
processes, we have not been provided with any 
additional staff or support to carry out the tests, 
which are to be done entirely 'in house'. 
Therefore we have little choice but to stagger the 
start of next term so that we can run the testing. 
Year 7 and 11 will come in from 8.45am onwards 
on Thursday 6th January and details are shown in 
the rota on page three.  Years 8/9/10 come in at 
later times that same day to do their tests, before 
heading back home. Those three year groups 
then start the new term the following day, on 
Friday 7th January.  
 
Finally, all that remains is for me to thank you for 
your continued support during recent months 
and to wish you a Merry Christmas! As always, if 
you have any questions about any of the above 
information or about any other element of our 
school, then please do not hesitate to contact me 
directly. I hope that our students, staff and all 
your families have a lovely Christmas break. 
 
Jonathan Wilton, Headteacher 
wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Covid On-Site Testing 

IMPORTANT:  
INFORMATION REGARDING 

TESTING IN JANUARY 
 
You may be aware that the government have asked 
us to carry out mass testing in school once again 
when our students return in January.  While the 
testing is not compulsory, it is obviously in the best 
interests of our community that as many take part 
as possible, particularly when we have some 
clinically vulnerable staff and students here in 
school.  If you have previously given consent then 
there is no need to do so again.  If you have not 
previously given consent then you can do so by 
accessing this link: https://forms.gle/
qHcC5XKhoKrNGZdVA. 
 
In order to facilitate the testing with minimum 
curriculum disruption, we are planning to make a 
slight change to the start of term which was 
scheduled for Thursday 6 January 2022. 
 
Thursday 6th January 2022: 
Y7 and Y11 to attend school from 08:45am onwards, 
with start times to be staggered by form.  Details 
about the Year 7 and Year 11 start times are shown 
on the attached page.  Those students who do not 
have consent for testing should still arrive at the 
same time as their form as shown on the attached 
page. 
 
Y8, Y9 and Y10 - will attend school for testing ONLY, 
and once they have completed their tests they 
should return home. Again, details about the Year 8, 
9 and 10 start times are on the attached page.  
Those students who do not have consent for testing 
should return to school on Friday 7 January at 
08:45am. 
 
Friday 7th January 2022: 
All students return to school for a 08:45am start as 
usual. 
 
We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause, 
but know you will understand the challenge that 
mass testing presents to school and be supportive of 
this process to help keep our school community 
safe. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support.  If you have any 
queries or questions about this matter then as usual, 
please contact us directly through the email shown 
opposite. 

Covid Testing Rota -  
Thursday 6 January 2022 

   

Arrival Time Forms Return to School 

08:45 7E, 7L Form / P1 

09:05 7T, 7O P1 

09:20 7N, 7H P1 

09:50 7S, 7B P2 

10:00 TESTING BREAK 

10:15 11E, 11L P2 

10:30 11T, 11O P2 

10:45 11N, 11H P2 

11:00 11S P2 

  

11:15 8E, 8L Return to School Friday 

11:30 8T, 8O Return to School Friday 

11:45 8N, 8H Return to School Friday 

12:00 8S, 8B Return to School Friday 

12:15 TESTING BREAK 

12:30 TESTING BREAK 

12:45 9E, 9L Return to School Friday 

13:00 9T, 9O Return to School Friday 

13:15 9N, 9H Return to School Friday 

13:30 9S, 9B Return to School Friday 

13:45 10E, 10L Return to School Friday 

14:00 10T, 10O Return to School Friday 

14:15 10N, 10H Return to School Friday 

14:30 10S Return to School Friday 

Covid Home Test Kits 

All students will be given a further supply of Covid 
home test kits to continue their twice a week 
testing over the holiday period.   
Please ensure that students carry out a test before 
returning to school, especially if they are not 
participating in the on-site testing. 
 
Joanna Filkins, Business Manager 

https://forms.gle/qHcC5XKhoKrNGZdVA
https://forms.gle/qHcC5XKhoKrNGZdVA


Christmas Concert 

The Music Department started the Christmas celebrations in style on Tuesday 
evening. The Christmas concert was a resounding success with more students 
than ever taking part from across all year groups.  There were a range of 
ensemble performances including our samba band, guitar club, junior choir, jazz 
band and Year 9, 10 and 11 rock bands. In addition to the staff choir, there were 
also solo performances by Beth Corrie, Megan Wilson and Emily Schofield. We 
had fantastic attendance and raving reviews.  Over sixty students took part with 
performances ranging from Flute Baroque solos to Rock renditions of well 
known Christmas favourites.   
Thank you to all that attended and a special thank you to the commitment of 
the students who attended rehearsals throughout this half term. Our thanks 
also go to Mrs Stopford, Mr Woolliscroft and our instrumental teachers for all 
the rehearsal time given in advance. 
A celebratory reward breakfast will take place when we return after Christmas 
and look forward to new students joining our clubs ready for our next concert. 



Christmas Concert 



The day has arrived where I retire from Elton! I joined Elton 
over 29 years ago and am at the stage where I have taught 
many of our current parents! I have absolutely loved 
teaching at Elton and I've been so fortunate to have the 
support in developing the Arts through our time as a 
Specialist Arts college. I Have had an amazing time with 
students and staff both past and present and I've enjoyed 
celebrating with Arts evenings, Community programmes 
and Art to Heart. I’ve been able to travel with students to 
Paris, Amsterdam, Normandy, Venice and Barcelona. Our 
students at Elton have been a joy to work with and I am so 
proud of their achievements in creating the most magical 
art work!  
 
I would like to thank all staff, governors, students and 
parents for the support and treasured memories. 
 
Merry Christmas to you all! 
Mrs Penfold, Head of Art 

Mrs Penfold Retires! 



Parents and carers may be aware that the 
government has published a "Plan B" proposal which 
means that, if for any reason GCSE exams are 
cancelled, the year 11 mock exams completed this 
term will form part of the evidence-base for Teacher 
Assessed Grades. 
Though the GCSE exams in summer are set to go 
ahead as planned as far as we know, we will be 
storing pupils' mock exam papers in case they are 
needed in future. We will also be scheduling another 
two rounds of mock exams for February and April, 

Year 11 Plan B 

because this is what the Department for Education 
has asked us to do. 
Students who have missed exams during the last 
fortnight will have the opportunity to sit catch-up 
papers if they have missed all of the exam papers for a 
subject.  
Please be aware that when any grades are given for 
mock exams, these are based on the equivalent 
grades from 2019 and do not reflect a Teacher 
Assessed Grade for 2022.  
Mrs Warden, Deputy Headteacher 

One of our Christmas form challenges was to 
create a Christmas decoration from recycled 
materials. 
 
 7O have made a beautiful Christmas tree 

from cupcake wrappers; 
 8H have made a multi-coloured cone star; 
 9N have made a wreath from colourful 

paper baubles; 
 9O have made a 3D Christmas tree; 
 10O have made a holly wreath by 

recycling their remembrance wreath; and 
 11N have made a cardboard Christmas 

mobile. 
 
All these forms will be given an award after the 
Christmas break! 

Christmas Form Challenge 



Punctuality Draw Winners 

Well done to our recent 

punctuality draw winners! 

YEAR 7 
Harry Bailey 

Zac Baker 

Harry Barnett 

Lewis-James Crocken 

Adam Dennis 

Aimee Duce 

Emily Fishwick 

Shona Murji 

William Van Hecke 

Millie Wilkinson 

YEAR 8 
Milly Fern 

Mason Harvey-Hamilton 

Amy Houghton 

Ryan Kenyon 

Harry Lyons 

Lisa Matthews 

Millie Parker 

Zach Studholme 

Alex Winson 

Isabella Woodward 

YEAR 9 
Ameenah Ahmed 

Isabel Battersby 

Holly Calvert 

Max Cross 

Tom Gentry 

Blake Kelly 

Poppy Kerr 

Florence Livesey 

Harrison Lyall-Brown 

Holly Murray 

YEAR 10 
Jayden Barlow 

Oliver Bates 

Harry Cain 

Isobel Cross 

Sebastian Denham 

Ellie Fish 

Mitchell Franklin 

Jake Jowett 

Harry Keown 

Kyle Malone 

YEAR 11 
Josh Calvert 

Leah Duckworth 

Summer English 

Lucy Gibbs 

Sareena Howarth 

Josh Pitt 

Ans Rashid 

James Rothwell 

Neve Watt 

Jake Yates 



We know that lots of students will 
continue to rely on technology over the 
winter break, for entertainment and 
keeping in touch with friends and 
family. Please take a look at the 
following article and resources 
which have been created by 
THINKYOUKNOW to help parents and 
carers keep their children safer online: 
 
 A parent's guide to privacy settings 
 Gaming: what parents and carers 

need to know 
 What is the Internet of Things 

(IoT)? 

Safeguarding Update 

https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=75880de601&e=a138a92ad5
https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=f579faf9cc&e=a138a92ad5
https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=f579faf9cc&e=a138a92ad5
https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=5c963da541&e=a138a92ad5
https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=5c963da541&e=a138a92ad5


Congratulations to Ella Greaves, 
Year 7, who competed in the 
biggest freestyle dance 
competition in the UK last 
weekend. 

She did extremely well reaching 
the final coming runner up.  

Well done Ella!  

In RE Year 8 have been focussing on how we can care for 
the environment. We have been looking at how religious 
people have a duty to care for the planet and 
environmental charities.  
Well done to Ava Cooper, Isabella Hirst and Jasmine 
Brown who produced these wonderful Greenpeace 
posters! 

RE Department Update 

UK Free Style Dancing 



Art Club: 
We love these beautiful macro pictures taken by students who have been 
attending Art Club! The students have been working on their acrylic paintings 
each week whilst also honing their photography skills. Capturing close up 
details can be very challenging with the DSLR cameras as students need to 
ensure their subject is clear with good lighting, and make sure the shutter 
speed settings are correct before capturing their shot - we are blown away 
with these wonderful macro photographs! 
Well done to all of the students who have been attending each week - your 
paintings are looking excellent and it has been a pleasure to have you all in our 
Art Club.  

Max Chamberlain in Year 9 has sent in 
these fantastic pet portrait 
photographs that he has taken. The 
photographs are of a really high 
quality and we love how Max has 
managed to capture these dynamic 
shots, even in a range of environments 
and situations - great work Max, well 
done! 
 
Mr Thomas 
Assistant Head of Art 

Art Department Update 



KS3 Art: 
Well done to Year 7, 8 and 9 students who have 
worked so hard this term on their artwork. You 
have produced some outstanding work and 
have been working really hard in lessons to 
improve your skills! 
 
These pieces by Year 9 students have been 
chosen due to their quality, with the students 
below demonstrating their ability to capture 
detail, tone and accuracy in their work. After 
studying the work of artist Sarah Graham, 
students have drawn out sections of sweets and 
wrappers, then painted them with watercolours 
- well done everyone: 
 

Isobel Oxley 
Jessica Heyes 

Lily Powell 
Holly Murray 

Molly Gill 
Jesse McGinty 

Safa Jawed 

GCSE Photography: 
GCSE students have been working hard on 
their first full projects since coming back in 
September. After researching, 
experimenting and refining their 
photography work throughout the year, they 
have started to create their final responses 
to the theme Arrangements. Well done 
everyone! The wonderful pieces below are 
by: 

Rebecca Kenyon 
Sam Kirkby 

Thomas Thornton 
Alicia Studholme 
Atticus Hanson 

Jake Booth 
Haariss Fiaz 

Elleisha Smith 
Ruby Ndukongo 
Kendal Edwards 

Art Department Update 



Christmas Maths Challenge 

In the Christmas carol ‘The 12 days of Christmas’ How many gifts did ‘ My true love send to me’ in total? 

Christmas prizes will be provided for answers that include convincing working!! 

Deadline Friday 7th January 2022—Please submit answers to Mr Armishaw for a chance of winning a 

prize! 

Last Edition Solutions 

KS4 

KS3 

Maths Department Update 



Biology Christmas Homework Rewards 
During this half term Year 9, 10 and 11 students have been completing weekly online 

homework activities, these have included past paper exam questions and revision videos. 
During the whole half term, we have been keeping a record of every homework 

completed and the score the students achieved. Every student has done exceptionally 
well but the top three students of each class have received a Christmas selection box. 

 

Year 11 winners  

Year 9 winners  
 

Science Department Update 



Special delivery from 7E 
7E have been making and 

delivering Christmas Cards to 
local Care Homes in the area. 
This was part of the school’s 
“Month of Giving” initiative, 

they were a credit to the school.  
Well done 7E!  

Mr Liptrot 

Special Delivery From 7E 



 Keep on Reading This Christmas! 

Find a book on Accessit and 

reserve it to read next term. 

https://uk.accessit.online/

thl02/#!dashboard 

 

Happy Reading from the Learning Resource Centre 

https://wakelet.com/wake/Zi9KLSrXX6MpR9ISmlNWo
https://wakelet.com/wake/Zi9KLSrXX6MpR9ISmlNWo
https://wakelet.com/wake/Zi9KLSrXX6MpR9ISmlNWo
https://eltonhigh.eplatform.co/
https://eltonhigh.eplatform.co/
https://uk.accessit.online/thl02/#!dashboard
https://uk.accessit.online/thl02/#!dashboard
https://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/school/11716
https://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/school/11716
https://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/school/11716
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/news/general/winter-mini-challenge-2021
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/news/general/winter-mini-challenge-2021
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/news/general/winter-mini-challenge-2021
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/news/general/winter-mini-challenge-2021


Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
At The Elton High School we want to instil a love of reading in all our pupils and we know 
that in order to achieve this we need to inspire them.  
 
We would like to raise funds for a collection of high-quality new books, so there is 
something to excite and engage all children, whether they are already a keen reader and 
are just waiting to be introduced to their next great read or they are a reluctant reader 
and are in need of a book that will transform them into a lifelong reader. We want all of 
our pupils to develop a love of reading for pleasure.   
Reading is a skill we take for granted, yet one that is essential for being able to get on in 
life. As a child grows up, being able to read well not only enables them to discover new 
facts but also opens them up to a world of new ideas, stories and opportunities.  
We are aiming to raise £300 which will enable us to purchase new books for all year 
groups so we hope that all pupils will find something to ignite their imagination and 
passion for reading. The chosen books have all been shortlisted for prestigious children’s 
literary awards and will make an excellent addition to our school library. 
 
If you would like to donate, or work for a local business that would like to contribute to 
our school’s fundraising page, please visit https://supportyourschool.org.uk/the-elton-
high-school/award-winners. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me on 0161 763 1434 or email 
barkerc@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk if you have any questions regarding our fundraising 
campaign.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
Mrs Barker 
Learning Resource Centre Manager 

The next edition of the Elton Times will be sent on 

Wednesday 19 January 2021 

https://supportyourschool.org.uk/the-elton-high-school/award-winners%20
https://supportyourschool.org.uk/the-elton-high-school/award-winners%20
mailto:barkerc@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk

