
 

 
 
 
 
September 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope that you had a good break over the summer holidays and that the students are ready for the 
new school year. While the first issue of the Elton Times is scheduled for the second full week of term 
(on Wednesday 15th September), I would like to take this opportunity to provide an early update about 
the key notices for the new school year.  
 
Staffing 
There have been some changes to our Senior Leadership Team for this new term, to reflect our 
continued projections of high student numbers and to reinforce the very best practice for our school.  
Ms Warden was appointed to a new Deputy Headteacher post with responsibility for 
Curriculum/Quality of Education. Mrs Johnson remains as our other Deputy Headteacher with 
responsibility for Student Support and Behaviour. Mr Wilson, previously our Head of Maths, was 
appointed to Assistant Headteacher (Inclusion/Support). Ms Mather will take up the post of Head of 
Maths, initially for this school year.  
 
We are also delighted to welcome the following new staff to our school: 
Cover Supervisors – Miss Alder and Miss Wilcox 
Teacher of Design Technology – Miss Blight 
Teacher of History – Mr Cooke 
Teacher of Maths – Miss Hussain  
Teacher of RE – Miss McClellan 
Teaching Assistants – Mr Lewis and Miss Nixon 
Admin Staff – Ms Parker and Mrs Holmes 
 
Covid – Updated Plans 
As you will all know, two rounds of Covid testing are taking place during this week and thanks for the 
high level of support for that process. Over the summer holiday further Government guidance was 
issued about how to manage students for the return to school. With restrictions across the country 
having been ended since mid-July, measures within school have also been eased though we have also 
been given notice that, if there is a significant Covid outbreak within school, then public health 
guidance will be issued which may lead to a reintroduction of some practices. As always, we will seek 
to achieve a balance between providing an engaging, safe environment for the students while also 
minimising risk. The main details are as follows:  
 
Testing - Students are asked to continue with twice weekly home testing until at least the end of 
September. 
 
Self-Isolation - NHS Test and Trace will now do the contact tracing of any positive cases. Individual 
students who are contacted by Test/Trace are advised to take a PCR test, though they are not required 
to stay at home while awaiting the result (unless they are exhibiting Covid symptoms). If the PCR test 
is positive then they will be required to self-isolate and follow the usual process.  
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
Face Coverings - Are no longer advised for pupils, staff and visitors in classrooms or communal areas. 
However, individual students and staff may still wish to wear face coverings around the school site if 
they wish to do so. 
 
School Buses - Government advice is that face coverings are still worn on school transport.  
 
Remote Learning – Will be provided for those students who have tested positive for Covid and are well 
enough to learn from home, as well as any students whose attendance in school has been temporarily 
restricted.  
 
First day of term – Friday 3rd September 
As we have done in previous years there will be a staggered start to the first school day for different 
year groups:  
 

08:45am—Year 7 and Year 11 arrive at school for their first session 
11:20am—Years 8, 9 and 10 arrive at school for their first session  

 
Following that first day, we will revert to a consistent start for all year groups for the rest of the term. 
 
School Day 
The school canteen will be open from 8.15am every day and there is some seating available in the 
canteen from that time. The Library is also open from 8.20am and students are welcome to use it as 
they wish.  
 
Registration/Assembly is now at the start of the day and students are expected to make their way to 
form from 8.40am, ready for an 8.45am start.  
 
The school day now ends at the slightly earlier time of 2.50pm. Details of after school study sessions 
and clubs will be provided as soon as possible from the start of the new term and we hope that as 
many students as possible will engage with the opportunities that are offered.  
 
Punctuality 
This was much improved towards the end of last year and we are looking at continued improvement 
for this school year. As stated above, students are expected to be in school for 8.40am, with morning 
detentions being issued for any who arrive after 8.45am.  
 
Attendance/Safeguarding 
Please contact school before 8.45am via phone, SIMS or email (marsdenj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk) to 
let us know if your child is going to be absent from school. Your message should include the reason 
for his/her absence. We also ask you to keep us informed on a daily basis if your child continues to be 
absent from school. 
 
Uniform 
We have such a strong reputation across Bury and much of this is due to the way that the students 
wear their uniform and conduct themselves in the community. We continue to appreciate your  
  



 

 
 
 
 
support in ensuring that the students arrive to school wearing our uniform in the right manner. 
Trainers are not allowed, jewellery and make up are not permitted and skirts should not be rolled up.  
 
Equipment 
Students should continue to take responsibility for bringing in the necessary equipment and there will 
be regular checks on a weekly basis in form time.  A reminder of the main equipment items - Writing 
pens (Black/blue/green); Pencil; Maths equipment including scientific calculator; Glue stick; If 
possible, ear plugs for IT lesson (these should not be the ‘air pods’ but should have a lead which 
enables them to be plugged directly into the computer).  
 
SIMS Parent App 
While most of our parents / carers have access to the app, we realise that those who are new to our 
school will not yet have accessed it.  We have therefore sent an email link to all our new parents / 
carers, so that the app can be downloaded as necessary.  The email was sent this afternoon, but if you 
have any more questions or are struggling to access the app, please contact Mr Thompson directly 
(thompsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk). 
 
Canteen Payments 
As was the case last year, we will operate a cashless system within our canteen, with parents / carers 
topping up the children’s accounts online as necessary.  To access the account please go to 
www.bury.gov.uk/payforit and select “School Payments.”  You will need your child’s UPN number 
(which they will have had since primary school).  If you need any more information then please contact 
our canteen manager directly (m.simpson@bury.gov.uk).   
 
School Premises 
We are always looking at ways to develop our school and improve the learning experience for the 
students. We know that our building can be crowded and are therefore delighted to have installed 
two brand new temporary classrooms onto on site. The two classrooms are fully equipped and have 
been stationed at the far side of the school site, outside the Technology/Music area.  
We are also hoping to have a new Canteen Service Pod ready for the start of October. It will be placed 
in the outside area near to the 3G pitch and will help to ease any service issues for break and 
dinnertimes.  
 
Forthcoming Events 
We also have three information sessions taking place in the early stages of the term and hope that 
parents/carers of the relevant year group will be able to attend these events in school.  
 

Tuesday 7th September – 6pm – Year 8 Parent Guidance Meeting 
Tuesday 14th September – 6pm – Year 9 Parent Guidance Meeting 
Thursday 16th September – 6pm – Year 11 Post 16/Study Skills Evening  

 
Individual Student Photos 
School photos for all students will take place on Friday 10 September 2021. 
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I hope that this provides a clear update about our plans for the new term. We recognise that it has 
been such a challenging time for all our students during the past eighteen months and we are really 
looking forward to having a more settled period ahead of us. As always, feel free to follow up any 
questions or queries with myself directly through the email address below and many thanks for your 
continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Jonathan Wilton 
Headteacher 
 
Email:  wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  
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