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We would like to give you a huge welcome to The English Department at 
The Elton High School, We are so looking forward to welcoming you to 
your new school in September as students, parents and carers. 

At The Elton High School, we constantly strive to raise standards and 
achievement in learning.  One of our main priorities as a Department is 
to tackle the trend for children’s reading to decline after primary 
school. In order to begin this, we would like to begin our journey with a 
transition project. There will be lots of prizes waiting for you in English 
lessons for excellent work on this project. 

In addition, we have a wide range of enrichment activities, waiting for 
students.  to enhance their learning experience, such as: World Book 
Week activities, Readathon, visits from theatre companies and writers 
amongst many others. Our aim is that every students’ reading and 
spelling ages improves by at least one year by June of 2022. 

We would like to introduce you to the  LoveReading portfolio of 
websites. 

We have recently signed up to be a member  school of their site for 
schools – www.lovereading4schools.co.uk and would like  to invite you to 
access our school’s page. 

Their job is one of curation and they review and  recommend books they 
think children will love by  subject area and key stage 
If you are interested in seeing these book lists,  access our pages. We 
know how challenging it is  to find a ready selection of books to engage 
and  inspire children to read for pleasure. 

There are no catches, no fine print, just  unconditional book love and 
reading  recommendations for your children and our  students. 
Parents, you can access our page via this link: 
https://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/ school/11716 - the password is  
EltonLovesReading

If there is anything we can do to support your transition further, please 
contact The English Department at Elton High School. 
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SUPPORTING READING:

The National Literacy Trust:
www.wordsforlife.org.uk
Booktrust
www.booktrust.org.uk
The Reading Agency
readingagency.org.uk
Progression Maps in English
services.penair.cornwall.sch.uk:8081/moodle/assoc_progs/pro
gression_maps/default.htm

An excellent resource: podcasts giving practical advice on 
how to support different types of readers – follow the link!
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Question/Index/7

READING LISTS:

Kids Reads
www.kidsreads.com
The Guardian’s Children’s Book Site
www.guardian.co.uk/childrens-books-site
Love Reading For Kids (An excellent site, categorised very usefully)
www.lovereading4kids.co.uk

SPELLING:

Key Stage Three spelling bank from the Framework for English
http://www.phon.ucl.ac.uk/home/dick/tta/spelling/ks3list.htm
A site with links to a number of Literacy games
http://www.woodlandsjunior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/literacy.html#7
BBC Bitesize
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/english/spelling_grammar/
BBC skillswise
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/topic-group/spelling
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School has the amazing Doreen Blake Learning 
Resource Centre which will be open to all our 
students in September (more information about the 
LRC can be found on the school website in student 
support).  For year 6/7 students, without access to a 
library over the summer, we can make books available 
to them over the summer break- please contact: 
stonea@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk before the end of term 
to arrange this. 

Bury Library: 0161 253 5872

Ramsbottom Library: 0161 253 5352

Radcliffe Library: 0161 253 7160

Prestwich Library:  0161 253 7214

mailto:stonea@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
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TASK ONE
• Read the poems on pages 6-11. 
• Pick your favourite. 
• Then pick ONE activity from the box 

below and bring this activity or a photo 
of it to your first English lesson.  

Find another poem 
that you enjoyed 
reading and write 
a letter to your 

new English 
teacher about it. 

Write an article 
for The Elton 

News about your 
favourite poem.

Research the poet 
of you favourite 

poem in this 
collection. 

Surprise us

Be as creative as you like! Create a 
piece of art work, write your own 
poem, create an iMovie about the 
poem or something completely new 

and unique. 
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Who's Who
by Benjamin Zephaniah
I used to think nurses
Were women,
I used to think police
Were men,
I used to think poets
Were boring,
Until I became one of them.
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Life Doesn’t Frighten Me Maya 
Angelou)
Shadows on the wall
Noises down the hall
Life doesn’t frighten me at all

Bad dogs barking loud
Big ghosts in a cloud
Life doesn’t frighten me at all

Mean old Mother Goose
Lions on the loose
They don’t frighten me at all

Dragons breathing flame
On my counterpane
That doesn’t frighten me at all.

I go boo
Make them shoo
I make fun
Way they run
I won’t cry
So they fly
I just smile
They go wild

Life doesn’t frighten me at all.

Tough guys fight
All alone at night
Life doesn’t frighten me at all.

Panthers in the park
Strangers in the dark
No, they don’t frighten me at all.

That new classroom where
Boys all pull my hair
(Kissy little girls
With their hair in curls)
They don’t frighten me at all.

Don’t show me frogs and snakes
And listen for my scream,
If I’m afraid at all
It’s only in my dreams.

I’ve got a magic charm
That I keep up my sleeve
I can walk the ocean floor
And never have to breathe.

Life doesn’t frighten me at all
Not at all
Not at all.
Life doesn’t frighten me at all.
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These are the Hands
Michael Rosen
These are the hands
That touch us first
Feel your head
Find the pulse
And make your bed.

These are the hands
That tap your back
Test the skin
Hold your arm
Wheel the bin
Change the bulb
Fix the drip
Pour the jug
Replace your hip.

These are the hands
That fill the bath
Mop the floor
Flick the switch
Soothe the sore
Burn the swabs
Give us a jab
Throw out sharps
Design the lab.

And these are the hands
That stop the leaks
Empty the pan
Wipe the pipes
Carry the can
Clamp the veins
Make the cast
Log the dose
And touch us last.
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‘New Beginnings’ by TONY WALSH

Welcome to your new school.

Welcome to your future.

New beginnings here and new rules.

New classrooms, new computers, new timetables,

new faces here, new corridors, new signs.

But some things change, some stay the same.

And some truths last all time.

You'll take out what you put in, you'll reap just what 
you sow.

So face the test and do your best, work hard, play 
hard and grow,

and play a full and active part in school and its 
community.

Be pleased to say, "I seized the day, I used this 
opportunity."

Remember that you're different, there's no-one quite 
like you.

But make good friends, the ones who lend a hand to 
get you through.

Remember, keep your head up even if you fear you'll 
drown.

Achieving is believing mixed with never looking down.

And think about your future, and find a hope, a dream.
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Put action in your action plan and build yourself a team

made of parents, made of teachers, made of family and friends,

from this position make a mission for a trip that never ends.

And so, always keep on learning, there's always more to know.

It may sound strange but you can always change,

it's never too late to grow.

So don’t let anybody try and sneer and hold you back,

your history is not your future,

so don't ever feel like that.

Because our town has a history of producing boys and girls

who, from humble roots, pull up their boots and go on to change the 
world.

And so people just like you and me can do very special things,

aim higher, be high-flyers, be bold, unfold your wings.

And so gain an education, learn skills, gain facts and knowledge,

and then take the inspiration through to jobs, careers and college.

And so make the most of these days, this school and these facilities.

Take off the brakes, be sure to make the best of your abilities.

Respect yourself and others, have confidence, it's essential.

If you keep a burning urge to learn you'll reach your full potential.

And so do things that you're proud of and let everybody see

you've passed the test, you've done your best,

to be the best that you can be.

Continued
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To Autumn 
BY JOHN KEATS
Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,

Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun;
Conspiring with him how to load and bless

With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run;
To bend with apples the moss'd cottage-trees,

And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core;
To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells

With a sweet kernel; to set budding more,
And still more, later flowers for the bees,
Until they think warm days will never cease,

For summer has o'er-brimm'd their clammy cells.

Who hath not seen thee oft amid thy store?
Sometimes whoever seeks abroad may find

Thee sitting careless on a granary floor,
Thy hair soft-lifted by the winnowing wind;

Or on a half-reap'd furrow sound asleep,
Drows'd with the fume of poppies, while thy hook

Spares the next swath and all its twined flowers:
And sometimes like a gleaner thou dost keep

Steady thy laden head across a brook;
Or by a cyder-press, with patient look,

Thou watchest the last oozings hours by hours.

Where are the songs of spring? Ay, Where are they?
Think not of them, thou hast thy music too,—

While barred clouds bloom the soft-dying day,
And touch the stubble-plains with rosy hue;

Then in a wailful choir the small gnats mourn
Among the river sallows, borne aloft

Or sinking as the light wind lives or dies;
And full-grown lambs loud bleat from hilly bourn;

Hedge-crickets sing; and now with treble soft
The red-breast whistles from a garden-croft;

And gathering swallows twitter in the skies.
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Climbing my Grandfather
by Andrew Waterhouse

I decide to do it free, without a rope or net.
First, the old brogues, dusty and cracked;
an easy scramble onto his trousers,
pushing into the weave, trying to get a grip.
By the overhanging shirt I change
direction, traverse along his belt
to an earth-stained hand. The nails
are splintered and give good purchase,
the skin of his finger is smooth and thick
like warm ice. On his arm I discover
the glassy ridge of a scar, place my feet
gently in the old stitches and move on.
At his still firm shoulder, I rest for a while
in the shade, not looking down,
for climbing has its dangers, then pull
myself up the loose skin of his neck
to a smiling mouth to drink among teeth.
Refreshed, I cross the screed cheek,
to stare into his brown eyes, watch a pupil
slowly open and close. Then up over
the forehead, the wrinkles well-spaced
and easy, to his thick hair (soft and white
at this altitude), reaching for the summit,
where gasping for breath I can only lie
watching clouds and birds circle,
feeling his heat, knowing

the slow pulse of his good heart.
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Aim High To The Sky
James McDonald
Aim high to the sky,
In all that you do.
Because you just never know,
What it takes to be you.

Be strong and be brave,
But at the same time be kind.
And always be sure,
That you're using your mind.



Over the next few pages are the names 
of some fantastic authors for you to 
enjoy. 

We would like you to pick one book by 
one of the authors (we will be so 
impressed if you read more than one) 
and read the book over the holidays 
and complete the book factsheet.  

A list of Bury Libraries can be found in 
the back of the booklet-but if you are 
not a member – please ask your 
parents/carers or Year 6 teacher to 
contact: stonea@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
and we will be able to help you. 
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Lisa Thompson

Lisa Thompson is a children’s 
novelist and the author of the 
best-selling The Goldfish 
Boy and The Light Jar. The 
Goldfish Boy was a 
Waterstones Children’s Book 
of the Month and was 
nominated for the Carnegie 
Medal, the Branford Boase
Award and the Waterstones 
Children’s Book Prize. Lisa will 
be visiting The Elton High 
School again in March. 
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Karen McCombie
Karen McCombie is the 
bestselling author of 90 
books for children and 
teenagers, including the 
series Ally's World, You, Me 
& Thing and St Grizzle's 
School For Girls, plus novels 
The Girl Who Wasn’t There, 
Catching Falling Stars and 
The Pearl in the Attic. Karen 
will be visiting The Elton High 
School in 2022.
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Anthony Horowitz
Anthony Horowitz is a 
screenwriter and children's 
novelist. 
His books for children include 
the Alex Rider series about 
the teenage secret agent. 
There are nine books in the 
seriesincluding Snakehead (20
07), shortlisted for the 2008 
Book Trust Teenage Prize. He 
has also written The Power of 
Five series, Diamond 
Brothers series of mystery 
stories and the Groosham
Grange series.
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Benjamin Zephaniah

Benjamin Zephaniah is a 
pioneer of the performance 
poetry scene. He has 
recorded albums, written 
plays for stage, radio and 
television, and he writes 
poetry for children, adults, 
and novels for teenagers.
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Louis Sachar
Louis Sachar lives in Austin, 
Texas where he writes his 
novels. His novel- Holes- has 
sold over 1.5 million copies in 
the Bloomsbury edition alone, 
and Louis is the recipient of 
many of the world's best 
regarded book prizes, 
including the National Book 
Award and the Newbery 
Award.
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Malorie Blackman 
Malorie Blackman is acknowledged as one of 
today's most imaginative and convincing 
writers for young readers.

The novels in her Noughts & Crosses 
sequence have won several awards, including 
the Children's Book Award, and she has won 
many other awards for her books for the 
Random House list. Both Hacker and Thief! 
won the Young Telegraph/Gimme 5 Award -
Malorie is the only author to have won this 
award twice - while Hacker also won the WH 
Smith Mind-Boggling Books Award in 1994. 
Her work has appeared on screen, with Pig-
Heart Boy, which was shortlisted for the 
Carnegie Medal, being adapted into a BAFTA-
award-winning TV serial. Malorie has also 
written a number of titles for younger 
readers. In 2005, Malorie was honoured with 
the Eleanor Farjeon Award in recognition of 
her distinguished contribution to the world 
of children's books.
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Dan Smith
Growing up, Dan Smith lived three lives: the 
day-to-day humdrum of boarding school, 
finding adventure in the padi fields of Asia 
and the jungles of Brazil, and in a world of 
his own, making up stories.

Dan's Chicken House novels include My 
Friend the Enemy, My Brother's Secret and 
Big Game, the latter of which is now a major 
movie starring Samuel L. Jackson. 
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Title of the book and 
author I read: 

What was this book about? 

Would you recommend this book? Why/Why not? 

Who was your favourite character and why? 



The Book That Changed My Life  
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This activity invites you to share details about a book 
that is important to you- one that has changed the way 
you think or feel, or quite simply a book that you will 
never forget. The information you provide here will 
form part of your very first English lessons at Elton! 
Please complete all of the boxes below:

Title of the book:

Author’s name:

What made you choose this book? 

Summarise what the book is about (without giving away plot 
secrets or twists):

Why did this book change your life (explain in detail):
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Finally, who would you recommend this book to and why?
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Take a picture of yourself reading a book. The more 
unusual the place the better- but please check with 
your parents/carers that this is a safe place to 
read.

Design a poster that promotes reading to people in 
Year 7. 

Please bring your entries or email them to your 
English teacher after your first lesson in 

September. 
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