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The past few weeks have seen more instances of 
disruption to learning, with high numbers of 
students having to be sent home to self isolate. I 
have spoken to a number of parents about these 
cases and emphasise that we have been given no 
choice about how this is managed. Even with the 
onsite testing having started again from Monday, 
'close contacts' of positive student cases will still 
be required to isolate for ten days, certainly for 
the next couple of weeks. The government has 
now confirmed that it will be easing this ruling 
from July 19th, so fingers crossed that we are not 
too far away from the end of this situation which 
has caused so many difficulties for our students 
and their families.  
 
One welcome distraction to the pandemic has 
been the England football team's recent run of 
success in Euro 2020. As I write this, England have 
just beaten Ukraine really convincingly and are 
now scheduled to play Denmark in the semi final 
on Wednesday evening. As well as being more 
successful than previous England teams, the 
current crop of England players also provide 
really good examples about hard work and 
endeavour. One of the stars of the team, Raheem 
Sterling, went to school in north London and his 
former PE teacher has spoken about Sterling's 
talent and attitude when he was younger. Paul 
Lawrence, who coached Sterling from age 11, 
said that the young Raheem would "run rings 
around kids who were three or four years older 
than him." He also says that Sterling was a 
"coaches's dream" and that "he would be the first 
one to arrive to training and the last to leave. He 
would help with all the equipment and was the 
kind of lad who would get the other students to 
behave themselves and concentrate."  
 
Another of the England players, Declan Rice, 
recently told journalists about the sacrifices and 
hard work that he had put in over the years, 
confessing that although he is 22 years old he has 
never even had a pint of beer. Rice described 

how he trained so intensely when he was a 
teenager - "When I was signed up by West Ham 
at 14, there was a lot of sacrifice. Going out on 
weekends, the drinking side of it - seeing all my 
mates partying, sending me videos while I'm out 
training or stuck in hotels with the team. There's 
loads of things that I avoided." Whatever the final 
outcome of England's Euro 2020 campaign (let's 
face it, they will probably lose on penalties in the 
final...), there is no doubt that a clear message 
from the players' own experiences, is that hard 
work and a focussed attitude is crucial in 
achieving your targets.  
 
There will be one final newsletter this term, sent 
in the final week on Wednesday 21st July. In that 
issue I will confirm some of our plans for the new 
school year in September, and do appreciate the 
feedback provided by parents about our 
proposed changes to the school day. We also 
have the Year 11 Prom to look forward to and I 
believe that we are the only high school in Bury 
having such an event. The last week also sees our 
first full Enrichment Week and again, I have no 
doubt that this will prove to be a really popular 
and enjoyable experience for our students.  
 
In the meantime, we appreciate your continued 
support and as always, please do not hesitate to 
contact me directly if you have any worries or 
concerns about school.  
Jonthan Wilton, Headteacher 
Email: wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Year 6 Induction Day 

On Wednesday 30th June and Thursday 1st July, our new 
Year 7 intake took part in an induction morning to welcome 
them into Elton High School for the first time. 
During the morning, the pupils had the opportunity to meet 
their new form group and key staff as well as participating in 
a fun problem solving challenge!   
"It was fantastic to be able to host an induction day for our 
new Year 7 students.  The students who attended were so 
polite and enthusiastic throughout the morning, I was 
particularly impressed with how they managed with the strict 
COVID rules we had to follow.  I look forward to getting to 
know them all better in September." 
Miss Helme - Assistant Headteacher 
"I was really impressed with the resilience and teamwork 
shown by my new form 7E. Nothing phased them during the 
day and they all worked very well together. I am really 
looking forward to being your form tutor for the next 5 years 
and I know you will make me and your parents very proud. 
Have a fun summer and see you all soon." 
Mr Liptrot - Form Tutor 7E 



Enrichment 

Week  

19th—23rd July 2021 

WHAT DO I NEED TO KNOW? 
Now that the word is out about the Activities 

Week, many of you have been asking 

questions about what is taking place and  

what you might need on the week. Hopefully 

this issue will answer some of those 

questions. 

 

During enrichment week you will be in 

school and following your usual timetable 

for the majority of the week. Speak to your 

class teachers to find out what you will be 

doing in your lessons! Whilst the activities 

will be different and there will be lots of fun 

taking  place, we still need to make sure that 

you are in  uniform and you will need to 

demonstrate you are Ready, Respectful  and 

Safe for each activity. This means that the 

typical rules around behaviour, mobile 

phones and dress code still apply and you 

will need to make sure you are in full school 

uniform. 

 

On the day you are on your Activity Day 

you will need to wear your Elton High 

School PE Kit with jogging bottoms since 

the activities you will be taking part in will 

require some physical movement. You will 

need to wear jogging bottoms as you will be 

wearing a harness for one of the activities 

and for safety reasons long jogging bottoms 

are required.  

Remember this isn’t about how you look, its 

about taking part in something fun with your 

year group and we want to make sure that  

you are safe throughout. 

 

In addition to the Activities Day and the fun 

learning taking place in lessons, we will also 

have guest speakers throughout the week and 

you will all hopefully have the opportunity to 

come together as a year group for an Awards 

Assembly. 

If  you have any further questions 

about Enrichment Week then please 

get in touch with Mr Farnworth 

(FarnworthB@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk) 

and remember to ask your teachers 

what you will be doing during your 

lessons.  

Assemblies 

Year 7 Wednesday  Period 1 

Year 8 Wednesday  Period 5 

Year 9  Thursday  Period 5 

Year 10 Friday   Period 2 



Pride Month 

June  28th 1969 marked the 
beginning of the Stonewall 
Uprising, a series of events 
between police and LGBTQ+ 
protesters that stretched over six 
days.  It is because of these riots 
that we now celebrate Pride 
Month in June. The riots served 
as a catalyst for the gay rights 
movement and led to the creation 
of various activist groups across the 
globe, including here in the UK.  

Whilst we have come a long way in the 
UK to equality there are still inequalities 
globally and there are vast differences in 
the way in which LGBTQ+ people are 
treated. In some countries those who 
identify as LGBTQ+ or even associate 
with LGBTQ+ people can be fined, 
imprisoned or even punished by death.  

Currently we ’re all watching the Euro 
2020 and you may have seen the support 
from teams for Pride Month. This is also 
important as countries and teams are 
speaking out about the situation in other 
European countries.  Hungary, for 
instance, has just imposed a new law that 
bans LGBTQ+ references to anyone 
under the age of 18. This would mean no 
LGBTQ+ characters in TV shows or films, 
advertisements or books or even any 
references to help and support LGBTQ+ 
students in schools.  In Poland there 
have been an alarming number of towns 
and cities that have labelled themselves 
as LGBT Free zones as well. These are 
just two of the kinds of discrimination 
Pride Month is shining a light on and 
campaigning against to ensure equality 
for all. 

It’s easy to forget, amongst the brightly 
coloured rainbows and happy faces, why 
Pride Month is important and that its 
actually a movement advocating for the 
rights of LGBTQ+ people everywhere.  

The Equality & Diversity Group at Elton 
High School will be hosting a Pride Party 
after school on Wednesday 14th July in 
the main hall. This will be from 3pm—

4pm and is an opportunity for our diverse 
members to come along and meet in 
person (socially distanced of course) and 
celebrate Pride Month. This will be the 
first time our members will be together 
face to face and we are looking forward 
to it! 

If there are any staff or students who also 
wish to attend or join the Equality & 
Diversity Group then please contact the 
following staff members who can add you 
to the group. 

 

Mr Farnworth [FarnworthB@EltonHigh.Bury.Sch.UK]  

Mrs Colyer [ColyerK@EltonHigh.Bury.Sch.UK]  

Mrs Edwards [EdwardsS@EltonHigh.Bury.Sch.UK]  

Mrs Stone [StoneA@EltonHigh.Bury.Sch.UK]  

Ms Barker [BakerC@EltonHigh.Bury.Sch.UK]  

Marsha P. Johnson was a trans rights 

activist who played a big role in the 

Stonewall protests. 

This year, the global Black Lives Matter 

anti-racism protests, have encouraged 

people to shine a light on the impact of 

black gay and trans activists. 



During the last Student Development Day our Year 7 
students all made Posters and did research about one 
particular charity.  Grace O’Halloran (7E) chose Meso 
UK which is a charity close to her family's heart as her 
grandad passed away from Mesothelioma back in 
2013 when Grace was only 4. 
Grace has learnt a lot about the disease since her 
grandad died and was really pleased with the poster.  
Grace’s mum decided to post a photograph of the 
poster on Twitter and the response was 
incredible.  Meso UK responded praising Grace’s work 
and they have gone on to print the poster in their 
quarterly magazine. 

Charity Work Year 7—Meso UK 

This has spurred Grace on to do more to raise 
awareness of the disease and fundraise for Meso UK 
and other cancer charities.  Grace and Katie Lavery 
(also in 7E) have signed up to take part in this year's 
Race for Life to raise money for Cancer Research, 
which will take place in October and Grace is hoping 
to do more fundraising later on in the year. 
 
This page shows the article from Meso UK and also 
Grace, holding some of the goodies sent by the 
charity.   
 
Well done, a fantastic story and a credit to Elton! 



IMPORTANT SAFEGUARDING INFORMATION FOR 
PARENTS 
EARLY BREAK is the Greater Manchester service which 
works with schools and families to provide education, 
support and intervention related to substance misuse. 
The following information has been shared with 
schools on June 27th 2021 and we felt that it was 
important to alert parents to increasing concerns 
about young people using vape pens and e-liquids 
which contain ‘THC’ or synthetic cannabinoids 
(‘Spice’). 
 
WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING IN THE GREATER 
MANCHESTER AREA? 
There have been an increasing number of incidents 
involving pupils ‘vaping’ substances in a e-cigarette 
device in the Bury, Rochdale and Oldham area. Most 
recently there was a case in the Trafford area which 
led to the collapse and hospital admission of a 
student. Following this incident, the substance was 
tested and it was confirmed that this e-liquid 
contained a small quantity of a synthetic cannabinoid 
(‘Spice’). Thankfully the student involved made a full 
recovery. However concerns remain about the 
harmful effects of these substances.    
 
WHAT SHOULD I BE LOOKING FOR? 
The substances can be sold as a ready-made ‘vape 
pen’ or as ‘vape pen cartridges’, or more commonly in 
small 10ml plastic bottles. The liquid from these 
bottles is added to an e-cig device and vaped. Unlike 
the commercially available bottles containing e-liquid 
(with or without nicotine or CBD); the samples tested 
in Greater Manchester have not had any printed 
labelling. The liquid may be clear or coloured and may 

A vape pen cartridge and examples of 10ml plastic bottles containing an e-liquid and a synthetic 
cannabinoid 

smell of the flavourings from the e-liquid (i.e. 
blueberry), but there is often no distinctive smell 
when in the bottle or when vaped so It is therefore 
difficult to distinguish from an ordinary e-liquid 
containing nicotine or CBD. From a young person’s 
point of view the lack of an easy to detect cannabis-
like smell is part of the attraction. 
 
The substances are usually sold as ‘THC vapes’/‘THC 
vape pens’/‘THC oil’ or ‘cannabis oil’ and it is thought 
many of the young people buying them believe they 
are vaping cannabis and do not know the liquid 
contains a synthetic cannabinoid (‘Spice’). In most 
cases young people are being sold a cheaper and 
more dangerous substance that they would most 
likely not consider purchasing if they knew what it 
was. However, some young people may be choosing 
to vape the liquid knowing it contains a synthetic 
cannabinoid. 
 
WHAT ARE THE EFFECTS? 
Effects are instant if vaped and usually last less than 
an hour. The risk of vaping a synthetic cannabinoid 
(‘Spice’) is considerably greater than vaping THC or 
smoking any other form of cannabis, particularly for 
young people with no experience or tolerance.  The 
effects can include irregular heartbeat, confusion, 
paranoia, panic attack, insomnia, hallucinations and 
collapse.  

Student Well-being Update 



Free School Meal 

V o u c h e r s  O v e r 

Summer Holidays 
 

The Local Authority have confirmed 
that they will be supporting the cost of 
Free School Meal vouchers for the 
Summer Holidays 2021.   
Vouchers will be purchased during the 
last week of term, £15.00 per week, 
per child eligible for Free School meals.  
This will total £90.00 per child to cover 
the summer holidays.   
Please email Mrs Joanna Filkins with 
any queries . 
Email: filkinsj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 

Per iod  Produc t 

Scheme—FREE Pads 

and Tampons 
 

The Government Period Product 
Scheme will continue into 2021.   
Elton have previously contacted all 
students on Free School Meals and we 
received a large uptake for our ‘goodie 
bags’ over the Christmas period, which 
not only contained sanitary products, 
but a wide range of hair rollers, 
lipsticks, eye pencils and a selection 
box!   
We now have a range of pads and 
tampons available to anyone who 
would like to come into school and 
collect (you do not need to be on Free 
School Meals, this is open to anyone 
who needs a little  extra support).    
In addition, there is always a supply of 
period products held at reception that 
all students can access at any time 
during the day, or students can see 
Mrs Filkins direct for a more discrete 
request.   
Please email Mrs Joanna Filkins if you 
would like to collect a ’goodie bag’. 
Email: filkinsj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 



The Art Department would like to 
congratulate all of the Year 7 students 
who have so far completed their oracy 
presentations. Students were tasked 
with researching a career in art and 
creating a 2 minute presentation which 
they delivered to their class. The 
standard of both the research and the 
presentations has been particularly high, 
with students showing confidence and 
professionalism.  
 
Well done Year 7!  

Art Department Update 



Art Department Update 

We would also like to say how proud we are of Year 
8 students who have been working so hard on their 
clay work - most students have managed to create 
wonderful clay plates or bowls inspired by Native 
American art (despite disruptions from covid!) and 
finished painting them.   

Competition Time! 
All students are being asked to design a birthday 
card which could be used from next year. Starting 
in September, students will be given a birthday 
card from school, and this is your chance to 
design it! Make your design as creative as possible 
and maybe think about how you can include 
elements of Elton... Hand in or email your designs 
to your art teacher before the end of term. GOOD 
LUCK! The winning design will be chosen by the 
Art Department and Mrs Johnson. 
 
Mr Thomas, Assistant Head of Art 
Elton Arts Instagram 

We continue to be very pleased with how 
students are making excellent artwork 
whilst working from home - keep up the 
great work! We love this fantastic painting 
piece by Zak Walsh in Year 8.  

https://www.instagram.com/eltonhs_arts/


The Elton Loves Reading Summer Project for 

Year 6 into Year 7  
 
(Please can you advise parents if their child doesn't have a copy they can ask an older 
sibling to collect one from Mrs Stone or contact the school and we will post one.)  

English Department Update 



Enrichment Week Activities 
As you know, from Monday 19th July, we have Enrichment Week and in English, we have some exciting enrichment 
activities planned for students.  Please can we ask that you begin to keep shoe boxes, paper towel rolls, cereal 
boxes and send them with your child to English Lessons for the week on Monday 19th July.  Also, if students wish- 
they can bring: paints, colouring pens, pipe cleaners, craft materials, 
scrap materials, glue sticks, cellotape etc as they may find these 
things helpful.  
Also, Chris Martin, author of ‘Inky Stevens’, will be working with 
students in Year 7.  Copies of his books are available in our LRC and 
can be bought on Amazon, Waterstones and all good book shops.  

English Department Update 

Year 9 English 
 
A number of our Year 9 students were selected this week 
to review some new additions to the library. 
Our representatives enjoyed hot chocolate and croissants, 
whilst devouring the latest fiction and non-fiction to arrive 
from Badger publishers, after which they shared their 
opinions about the texts. We are grateful for their 
feedback, which helps us to ensure all of our students have 
access to the best books available! 

Year 7 'Once' projects 
 
As part of our study of the Year 7 novel 'Once', 
by Morris Gleitzman, students have been 
working on a project about The Holocaust, 
which has supported their understanding of 
the context of this text, set in Poland during 
World War II. We have been really impressed 
by the standard of the work, both in its 
creativity, and the effort that has gone into 
producing the projects. Well done! 



The Year 9s are back! 
The Year 9 football team returned to competitive fixtures by emerging victorious in a 
triangular tournament after school on Tuesday 22nd June. A hard fought 1-1 draw (Cory 
Lomax) against Woodhey was followed up with a comprehensive 3-0 victory (Oliver 
Hopkinson 2 and Will Bailey) against Derby. A great team performance, well done to all 
involved. 

PE Department Update 







The Elton High School 

This year’s final edition of the Elton Times will be emailed on  

Wednesday 21 July 2021 


