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I hope that you all had a good half term break and 
managed to enjoy the much improved weather!  The 
weeks leading up to half term were particularly hectic 
and we are keenly aware of the upset and 
inconvenience caused by the high number of self 
isolations for so many of our students. Please be 
assured that we are extremely careful in identifying 
which students are classed as being 'close contacts' 
and use information from seating plans, feedback 
from teachers and communication from relevant 
families to make sure that the correct individuals are 
picked up. Despite the holiday break, case rates in 
Bury are still rising and we have now been given 
notice that on-site testing is to be reintroduced into 
school as soon as possible.  As I put in the email to all 
parents on Tuesday, we are awaiting further details 
but ask that you complete the consent form which has 
also been sent.  The letter from Bury’s Public Health 
Officer is included on the following page. 
On a separate note, the week before half term was 
also the last time that our Year 11 students were 
required to be in school. With the completion of their 
exams and the finalising of all our assessments, we 
were able to confirm their departure and on the 
Tuesday morning they had one last get together in the 
Sports Hall, signing shirts and taking photos. 
Considering the disruption that they have faced 
during their GCSEs, these students really did manage 
the situation extremely well and have worked so hard 
with all their internal exams and assessment work. 
Most importantly, they were a really pleasant, 
engaging group of young people and we wish them all 
the best for the next steps in their education. We also 
look forward to seeing them at the Prom (fingers 
crossed that it is still able to go ahead!) and on results 
day in August, with more details being sent about 
those events/processes nearer to the time. Year 10 
have now stepped up to become the oldest cohort 
within the school and they are working through a 
series of mock exams this week - again, they are an 
excellent year group and we have every confidence 
that they will continue to develop in a positive 
manner over the next twelve months prior to finishing 
at Elton in summer 2022. 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank you 
for your support with our renewed focus on 
punctuality to school.  There has been a clear 
improvement, with far less students now arriving after 

the start of first lesson (8.45am). We appreciate your 
support in this area and are looking to have a similar 
focus on standards of uniform, which have certainly 
slipped over the past couple of months. When worn 
correctly, our uniform looks really smart and has 
generated so much positive feedback during the past 
few years, with the image of Elton students being so 
strongly positive across Bury. We need to address the 
recent slip in the standards of some students - skirts 
should not be rolled up, jewellery is not permitted and 
trainers are also not allowed. These are the same 
basic rules that we have always followed and checks 
will be made on a daily basis with sanctions being put 
into place if necessary. If you have any queries about 
our uniform requirements then please feel free to 
contact your child's Learning Co-ordinator or myself 
directly and we really do appreciate the support 
offered from home which allows us to maintain the 
highest of standards here within school.  
The excellent reputation to which I refer is evidenced 
again through this year's applications for our new Year 
7 intake. Once again, our school was hugely 
oversubscribed with nearly double the number of 
applications for the 200 available places, which says 
so much about the way that our school is viewed in 
the local area. We are hopeful of organising transition 
activities for the new Year 7 students later this half 
term and look forward to meeting this new cohort of 
students over the coming months. 
With this being the final half term of the year, plans 
for September are now underway and we have again 
reviewed the format of the school day to make sure 
that we provide the best possible experience for the 
students. I will give details of our plans in the next 
Elton Times and will welcome the feedback of parents 
about the proposed format. There will be no radical 
changes and the start/end of the day will be basically 
unchanged, but your views about the set up of the 
day will be really useful and I will provide the 
necessary information in a fortnight's time.  
I hope that this provides a suitable update about our 
current plans and thanks for your continued support. 
As always, feel free to contact me directly if you have 
any queries or questions about any aspect of our 
school.  
 
Jonathan Wilton, Headteacher 
Email: wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Lesley Jones  
Director of Public Health  
Bury Council and Bury CCG – One Commissioning  
Organisation  
     
8 June 2021  
  
Dear Parent/Carer  
   
Reintroduction of school and college onsite testing - action to slow the spread of  Covid-19  
   
Coronavirus infection rates are increasing very quickly, and this can be linked to the relaxation of national restrictions and 
the spread of a more infectious variant of the virus.   
 
Case rates are highest and rising fastest among 11 to 17-year olds and young adults. Around 1 in 3 people with Covid-19 
do not experience any symptoms.   
 
Rapid testing is key to finding cases in people who have no symptoms but could pass on the virus to others.  Rapid testing 
is quick and simple and involves taking a sample from the tonsils area and from the nose, using a swab.  By testing 
regularly, we can identify and isolate cases to slow the spread of the virus in schools, colleges and the wider community, 
protecting our students, staff and their loved ones, and others around them.   
 
Reintroduction of onsite testing   
The more cases we find, the better chance we have at stopping it spreading, and as a result we will be reintroducing onsite 
rapid testing in our secondary schools and colleges from a date to be arranged with the school (the intention is to start 
week beginning Monday 14 June 2021).   
 
The onsite testing programme will initially run for two weeks; after which we will assess if this needs to be extended 
further.    
 
Therefore, from (arranged date):  

 Your child will be invited to take a rapid lateral flow test at school twice a week (consent will be organised by the 
school in the usual way).  During this time, they won’t need to carry out home testing in addition.   

 Testing will take place twice weekly, with appointments allocated throughout the school day to keep everyone safe.  

 Our onsite testing team will process and register the result, which will be available to you within one hour.  

 If a rapid test comes back positive, our onsite testing team will carry out a PCR test straight away which will be sent off 
for lab testing to confirm the result.  Everyone in the household must stay at home whilst you await the PCR result.  

 Where a PCR test comes back positive the household should continue to isolate.  Close contacts including household 
members will be asked to take a PCR test, even if they don’t have symptoms, to pick up any asymptomatic spread of 
the virus and identify any cases involving the variant of concern.   

 
If you or any member of your family develop coronavirus symptoms at any point, stay at home and book a PCR test as 
soon as you can.  In children the symptoms of coronavirus are broader than in adults - a new continuous cough, high 
temperature or a loss or change to sense of smell or taste - and so if your child is feeling unwell, it’s best to book a PCR 
test, regardless of their specific symptoms.    
 
Thank you for continuing to follow all the current guidance in relation to hand hygiene, social distancing, face coverings 
and ensuring spaces are well ventilated.  It is particularly important that we all remain vigilant at this time.  
  
 If you have any questions about the onsite school testing programme, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Filkins, School 
Business Manager, at filkinsj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk   
   
Many thanks for your continued support.   
   
Yours sincerely  
  
 
 
Lesley Jones   
Director of Public Health   
  
  

Electronic or fax service of Legal documents is not accepted  
Town Hall, Knowsley Street, Bury, BL9 0SW www.bury.gov.uk  



Year 11 Leavers’ Assembly 

On the final Tuesday of last half term our Year 11 
met together for a final leavers’ assembly.  It was a 
lovely occasion with students having the 
opportunity to sign shirts, take photos and say their 
farewells as a year group.  Both Mr Wilton and Mr 
Aldred spoke to the students to thank them for their 
efforts over the years while a video showed the 
sometimes startling changes (!) in the appearances 
of the students since they joined in Year 7—the 
video has been emailed to all students so they can 
watch at leisure!   We know that we will continue to 
keep in touch with our Year 11 and look forward to 
seeing them at the prom (covid restrictions 
permitting!), their results day and at the Awards 
Assembly before Christmas.  We wish them the best 
of luck for the coming months and years.  They have 
been a credit to Elton High. 
 
Message from Mr Aldred: 
Thankyou Year 11, I have thoroughly enjoyed 
working with you over the past five years. I feel I 
have gotten to know you all very well during our 
time together. I can honestly say I will miss you all. 
Thankyou to all the parents, year 11 tutors and  staff 
in school who have supported us.  Good luck. 
 



As a school we are keen to support our Year 10 
students in feeling confident in their studies, 
particularly after the period of school closure and in 
the light of the need for self-isolation. 
 
To support this, we will be putting a range of 
interventions in place which students can access 
outside the usual school day. A brief summary is 
below: you will receive more details of any additional 
interventions aimed specifically at your child. 
 
From Wednesday 16th June, the Maths Department 
will begin holding an hour of intervention from 3pm 
to 4pm for students to work with their class teachers. 
This will take place every Wednesday. 
 
The following subjects will also host drop-in catch-up 
sessions after school for any students who struggled 
with work during lockdown or who want to catch-up 
on any work missed during periods of self-isolation: 
Science (Mondays in ICT3), Art & Textiles (Tuesdays), 
History (Thursdays) and Music (Fridays in MU2). 

Year 10 Support & Intervention 

From Monday 21st June onwards the computer room 
in PROD will be available to all students from 3pm-
4pm Monday to Thursday to complete any 
outstanding work on Google Classroom from either 
school closure or self-isolation, in any subject. This 
room can also be used for private study. A teacher will 
be on hand to provide any necessary support and 
refreshments will be available. 
 
On Monday 12th July, an online event will take place 
to share information with parents and carers about 
ways in which support can be provided to students at 
home to reinforce their learning during the summer 
holidays. More information about this will be emailed 
to all parents in the coming weeks. 
 
Thank you as ever for your support in encouraging 
students to access these additional sessions. 
 
Ms Warden, Deputy Headteacher 

Year 8 HPV2  

Vaccinations 

Year 8 HPV2 vaccinations will be taking place on 
Wednesday 23rd and Thursday 24th June 2021.   
 
The School Nurse already has parental consent 
from the HPV1 vaccinations, so all students with 
prior consent will be vaccinated.  
 
Mrs Filkins, School Business Manager  



TES Schools Awards 2021 

Congratulations to Mrs Filkins! 
 

She does a fantastic job (including putting together this 
newsletter!) and this nomination is due recognition of her 

excellent work.   
Fingers crossed for the 25th June... 

THE ELTON HIGH SCHOOL 
SHORTLISTED FOR THE TES SCHOOLS AWARDS 2021    

Friday 14 May 2021 

The most outstanding individuals and institutions that the 
education sector has to offer have been recognised in the 

shortlist for the TES Schools Awards 2021. 
 

It's been revealed that  
Mrs Joanna Filkins has been shortlisted for 
the  Business Manager of the Year award. 

 
TES editor Jon Severs said: “It is more important this year 

than ever before to celebrate the fantastic work schools do, 
because in the past 12 months they have gone above and 
beyond to ensure pupils were able to be educated and be 

kept safe in extraordinary circumstances. We were 
inundated with entries that demonstrated just how hard the 
pandemic made the work of schools, and just how amazing 

the response from staff has been. We are looking forward to 
showcasing , as we do every year, just how vital our 

education professionals are to every facet of this country." 
 

After a very successful online awards ceremony last year, we 
are once again holding this year’s awards ceremony virtually. 

Winners will be announced on Friday 25 June 2021 

Year 10 Exams 

We are very pleased with the way in which Year 10 have 
approached their Summer Exams. For some students we 
know that this is an anxious time as they are acutely aware 
that lockdown has potentially affected their preparation 
for GCSEs. As yet we have no further guidance and insight 
into how the GCSE examinations will be conducted in 
Summer 2022 but we will make sure that parents and 
students are fully informed once information has been 
published by the Department for Education or JCQ. 
 
We have been reassuring students that they can only do 
their best at this stage. We hope that these exams will 
provide teachers with further information to help plan and 
prepare further interventions and support as the children 
progress into Year 11. 

Spare  

Uniform 

If you have items of uniform 
that no longer fit or are going 
to be replaced that are still in 
good condition, please 
consider donating unwanted 
items to school (including 
ties).  
 
We are always grateful for 
uniform that can be recycled.  



Student Wellbeing 

YEAR 10 WORRY WALLS 
Here are some further excellent examples 
of Worry Walls where students have 
identified a variety of feelings and thought 
about some good advice that they could 
give to someone who might be struggling 
with their emotions. 



Student Wellbeing 

Wellbeing Wednesday continues  

Before half term students were talking about RESPECT in form 
time. 

They were asked to think about how they might show respect at 
home, in school, for the environment also how they might show 
self-respect. 

Students were asked to write acrostic poems or create a poster 
reflecting their ideas. 

Some examples from Year 7 and 8 are included here :- 



What is Empathy? 
“The ability to feel and understand other people’s emotions 

and perspectives.” 

The Learning Resource Centre is celebrating 
Empathy Day on Thursday 10th June 

“Empathy Day was founded by EmpathyLab in 2017. It aims to help us all understand each other 

better, and spark a new national conversation about how to build a more empathetic society. It 

features creative book-focused activities to help children and young people learn about and practise 

empathy skills by feeling empathy for characters 

EmpathyLab’s mission is to empower young people to drive a new empathy movement, building a 

more caring world. Our strategy is based on scientific research showing that empathy is a learnable 

skill, and that books are a powerful tool. When we read, our brains experience characters’ feelings 

as if they were real, and this helps expand our understanding of others.” 

Many of these books can be borrowed from the 
Learning Resource Centre. They are a mix of 
fiction, verse novels, poetry and non-fiction, all 
of which have characters or themes that help 
deepen our understanding of other people. 
Empathy has been very important during the 
pandemic. Celebrities such as Marcus Rashford,  
 
Gary Lineker and Emma Thompson have spoken 
out about issues that are important to them 
and helped us to understand the difficulties 
many people have been going through. Reading 
is a powerful way to develop empathy and 
improve our understanding of the people in the 

world around us and to help us build better 
relationships. 
 
For more information about Empathy Day, visit 
the EmpathyLab website where there will be a 
livestream of events and activities throughout the 
day, featuring authors such as Cressida Cowell, 
Malorie Blackman, Michael Morpurgo, Patrice 
Lawrence, David Baddiel and Holly Bourne. You 
can also download a family activitiy pack and find 
out futher information about the books in the 
Empathy Lab collection. 
 
https://www.empathylab.uk/empathyday-2021 



Before half term our Year 10s were preparing for their 
Crime and Punishment mock exams. They trialled a 
variety of revision techniques such as revision clocks, 
knowledge organisers and mind maps to find one that 
would suit them. Here are some examples of their 
excellent work and I know their hard work will pay off! 
Miss Waltham  

History Department Update 



Science Department Update 

Year 8 create a zoo project 
Students in Mr Liptrot’s Science class have been carrying out a project 
looking at biodiversity. They were tasked with creating a model zoo to 
show how we can keep the numbers of endangered animals above the 
critical point.   
They needed to think about the following questions: 
1. What type of habitat will your animal need? 
2. What type of habitat does your animal live in in the wild? 
3. How could you recreate this wild habitat in your zoo? 
4. Does your animal like to live alone (is it a solitary animal)? 
5. What size is your animal? 
6. What will your animal need in order to be healthy in this habitat? 
 
As you can see from the images the class did some amazing work.  



Year 7 Art Club! 
Where? Art 3 

When? Each week starting Tuesday 15th June. 3.05pm - 4.00pm 

What? The focus will be on PRINTING and discovering different 

printing processes and techniques. You will create your own 

artworks that you can take home. 

How? Sign up using this form:  

https://forms.gle/CmzN7BLKYV4Pk2Aq9 

Year 8 students have produced some fantastic clay bowls (and plates!) inspired by Native 
American coil pots. After researching traditional building techniques, the students 
demonstrated great skill in their work by making their bowls incredibly detailed and precise. 
They have created a range of coil shapes to build their bowls then used different clay tools to 
add details and patterns. Beautiful work Year 8, well done!  
 
GCSE students have been busy exploring different mixed-media techniques and drawing 
processes in their work. Neve Kelly and Sienna Brown in Year 11 produced stunning final 
pieces using a wide variety of media including painting, stitching, drawing and printing. 
 
Year 10 students Olivia Edge, Keelan Warburton, James Rothwell, Emma Broome and Thom 
Deakin have all created excellent experimental work as part of their Natural Forms projects. 
They used dried fruit to print layers of acrylic paints, then drew onto the prints with ink 
over  textured backgrounds. The students have also been experimenting with unusual 
drawing techniques such as continuous line drawings and drawing with their non-dominant 
hand - fantastic work everyone! 
 
Mr Thomas, Assistant Head of Art 

Art Department Update 

https://forms.gle/CmzN7BLKYV4Pk2Aq9


Miss Jamil has been really impressed by her 
Year 7 students who have worked extremely 
well on their history projects! Students 
have been focusing on The Middle Ages and 
were asked to produce an interactive 
board game based on the lives of Medieval 
Peasants! Here are just a few examples of the 
amazing work produced!  
Well done Year 7- keep up the amazing work! 

History Department Update 



MFL Department Update 

Our Year 7 French classes have been studying a webpage from a French school 
called Jacques Prévert and were asked to produce their own webpage for Elton 

High School. Here are just some of the fantastic results…  



MFL Department Update 



Lost Property 

We have a significant amount of lost property held at the school office.  Below are a few photos of those that may 
be easily identifiable.  There are many coats and PE kit items, a lot with initials on, but with having so many children 
with the same initials it is difficult for the office to return the items to students.  Please take a look and see if you 
can identify and collect! 

The next edition of the Elton Times will be emailed on  

Wednesday 23 June 2021 


