
 

 

 
 
 
1 March 2021 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Further to my update in last week's Elton Times, I would like to take this opportunity to reiterate the 

main information and arrangements for your child's return to school next week.  

Testing 

You will be aware that in order to reopen the school we are required to oversee the completion of 

three Lateral Flow Tests for all our students.  Up to one third of people who have coronavirus are 

asymptomatic and the aim of the testing is to reduce the spread of the virus by identifying those with 

the virus and limit asymptomatic transmission.  I am therefore strongly encouraging those attending 

school to be tested and really appreciate the positive response that we have already had about this 

testing.  

If you have still not completed the consent form, please do so through the link below.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Wx5RR0N3aXN3Pp1nVYGzTlYaYuLSbJ5Zvg56u-

f7FcM/viewform?ts=603cccc3&gxids=7628&edit_requested=true  

The first test will take place at the time shown on the attached rota, with the students coming to school 

at the time shown for their form group.  They do not need to wear school uniform and the process 

should take no longer than thirty minutes.  The student and parent/carer will be notified of the result 

and will then hopefully start school at the usual time the following day.  In the event of a positive 

result, the student will have to self-isolate and follow the usual guidance from NHS Test and Trace.  

The two subsequent tests will then be done while the students are back in school.  Details of when 

those tests are happening will be provided at the start of next week and there will be minimal 

disruption to lessons.  

Masks 

As mentioned in last week's newsletter, the other main change from previous government guidance is 

the recommendation that students wear face coverings in lessons as well as around the school 

building.  Please also provide your child with a small plastic bag (sandwich bag) to keep their mask 

when not being worn i.e. when eating at break / lunchtime or PE lessons.  This is to ensure good 

hygiene of their mask and to stop cross-contamination. 

The measure to wear masks in lessons will be reviewed by the government at Easter.  It is based on 

scientific evidence which shows that the new variants of the virus are more transmissible and that the 

main way in which the virus spreads is through airborne particles.  We appreciate your support in 

ensuring that we can follow this guidance and I ask that you contact me directly if you have any specific 

questions or concerns about this.  

Remote Learning 

Until the full return to school, learning will continue to be set remotely apart from the half day when 

students are required to come into school for their first test.  We really appreciate your continued 

support in checking that the students remain engaged with their learning, so that they are well placed 

to return to face to face studies from next week.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Wx5RR0N3aXN3Pp1nVYGzTlYaYuLSbJ5Zvg56u-f7FcM/viewform?ts=603cccc3&gxids=7628&edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Wx5RR0N3aXN3Pp1nVYGzTlYaYuLSbJ5Zvg56u-f7FcM/viewform?ts=603cccc3&gxids=7628&edit_requested=true


 

 

 

 

Transport 

School bus services will be running again from Monday 8 March 2021.  If parents are dropping students 

off themselves, we ask that this is done away from the main school driveway so that we can limit traffic 

in that area.  

Year 11 

The government has released updated guidance about the assessment processes for this year's GCSEs 

and we will be in touch again soon about how we will be managing these new requirements.  The 

assessments will be based around the professional judgement of teachers, who will use a range of 

information and evidence to make that decision.  Intervention sessions will be timetabled across 

different subject areas and we will do everything that we can to provide the necessary support for 

these students.  

I hope that this provides a useful update about our forthcoming plans.  As I have stated regularly, the 

success of our school is based on the close work and co-operation of our parents and carers.  We really 

appreciate your patience and support at this time, which will help to ensure that our reopening is safe, 

straightforward and successful.  Thanks again and please do not hesitate to contact me directly if you 

have any questions or queries about any of these matters. 

Best wishes 

 

Jonathan Wilton 
Headteacher 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday

08-Mar-21 09-Mar-21 10-Mar-21

Year 10/11 Year 7/8 Year 9
09:00 11E / 11L 7E / 7L 9E / 9L

09:30 11T / 11O 7T / 7O 9T / 9O

10:00 11N / 11H 7N / 7H 9N / 9H

10:30 11S / 11B 7S / 7B 9S

11:00

11:30

12:00

12:30

13:00 10E / 10L 8E / 8L

13:30 10T / 10O 8T / 8O

14:00 10N / 10H 8N / 8H

14:30 10S 8S / 8B

15:00

15:30

Mass Covid Testing - Sports Hall

Allocated Testing Time

Test 1

RECORDING RECORDING RECORDING

BREAK BREAK

No Testing

RECORDING RECORDING


