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As this is the final issue of the newsletter before 
the Easter break, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all parents/carers for your 
support with the wider reopening of school 
during the past few weeks.  
 
The students have really responded well to our 
requests about wearing masks around school and 
in lessons, with there being very little fuss about 
following that government guidance. Hopefully, 
when it is reviewed at Easter, the guidance will 
be slackened but we will obviously await that 
notice over the next couple of weeks. The 
students have also adapted well to the new set 
up of PE changing rooms and it means that there 
are no issues with them wearing wet, muddy PE 
kit during the school day. The in-school testing 
process was also managed really smoothly with 
over 95% of students taking part. Now that they 
have been given home testing kits we ask for 
your continued support in doing the tests on a 
twice weekly basis, with any positive results then 
followed up by the more accurate PCR test so 
that we can identify positive cases as quickly as 
possible.  
 
The only issue that has developed since our 
return is a concern about the poor punctuality of 
some students, with a persistent minority of 
students arriving to school after the first lesson 
has begun at 8.45am. We have now started 
opening the school building from 8.35am so that 
everyone can make their way to class in good 
time and it is really frustrating for teachers to 
have the first ten minutes of their lessons 
interrupted by latecomers. We will be tightening 
up our punctuality processes over the next term 
and will keep you updated about the measures 
that are introduced. In the meantime we 
appreciate your support in making sure that your 
child arrives in good time so that their learning 
and the learning of their classmates is not 
negatively affected. 
 

The recent Year 8 Parents' Evening which was 
conducted remotely seems to have been really 
well received and this may be a format with 
which we continue even when Covid restrictions 
are a distant memory! The next scheduled 
Parents' Evening is for Year 10 shortly after the 
Easter holiday (Thursday 22nd April) and we are 
looking for a strong take up of appointments for 
that year group as they enter the final year of 
their high school education. The link for Year 10 
appointments is shown below: 
https://eltonhigh.schoolcloud.co.uk/ 
 
Thanks again for your steadfast support during 
the past term. A reminder that we break up for 
Easter on Thursday 1st April, at the usual time of 
3pm, while school reopens on Monday 19th April. 
As always, if you have any queries or concerns 
that need addressing, please contact me directly 
at any time through the email address below: 
 
Jonathan Wilton, Headteacher 
Email: wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

Year 11 students will be issued with their third 
Grade Card of the year on Thursday 1st April. The 
report will provide information about how the 
students are currently doing in their GCSE 
subjects, with there still being over two months 
before final GCSE grades are submitted to exam 
boards.  
Our Year 11 students have returned in a very 
positive manner and we know that they will make 
good use of the remaining two months so that 
their final grades fairly reflect their efforts and 
application.  

Year 11 Update 
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Year 11 Update 

 
 

 Morning start at 9am Afternoon start at 12.45pm 

Tuesday May 4th BIOLOGY  
Combined 1 hour 15 mins 
Triple 1 hour 45 mins 

GEOGRAPHY 1 
1 hour 30 mins 

Wednesday May 5th ENGLISH LANGUAGE 1 
1 hour 45 mins 

BUSINESS 
1 hour 30 mins 

Thursday May 6th MATHS 1 
1 hour 30 mins 

RE 
1 hour 45 mins 

Friday May 7th  ENGLISH LANGUAGE 2 
2 hours 

PE 1 
1 hour 15 mins 

   

Monday May 10th CHEMISTRY 
Combined 1 hour 15 mins 
Triple 1 hour 45 mins 

HISTORY 
1 hour 20 mins 

Tuesday May11th MATHS 2 
1 hour 30 mins 

GEOGRAPHY 2 
1 hour 15 mins 

Wednesday May 12th DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 
1 hour 45 mins 

FRENCH  
Listening Foundation 35 mins 
Listening Higher 45 mins 
Reading Foundation 45 mins 
Reading Higher 1 hour 

Thursday May 13th PHYSICS 
Combined 1 hour 15 mins 
Triple 1 hour 45 mins 

PE 2 
1 hour 15 mins 

Friday May 14th  MATHS 3 
1 hour 30 mins 

GEOGRAPHY 3 
1 hour 15 mins 

   

Monday May 17th COMPUTING 
1 hour 30 mins 

MUSIC 
1 hour 30 mins 

Tuesday May 18th  FOOD  
1 hour 45 mins 

SPANISH 
Listening Foundation 35 mins 
Listening Higher 45 mins 
Reading Foundation 45 mins 
Reading Higher 1 hour 

Wednesday May 19th ART/TEXTILES – all day intervention 

Thursday May 20th PHOTOGRAPHY – all day intervention 

Following the decision to cancel formal GCSE examinations in Summer 2021, we have been working hard in school 
to put together a programme of assessments and examinations which will enable us to assess all of our Year 11 
students in a fair and equitable way. 
 
THE SUMMER EXAM TIMETABLE has been shared with staff, students and parents and is shown below:- 



Year 11 Update Continued 

Why are we doing assessments before our Summer 
exams? 
Teachers are expected to look at a range of 
assessment evidence in order to determine a final 
grade.  
Your grade cannot just be awarded on the basis of 
one piece of work or one exam. 
We need to make sure that the assessments are 
spread over a period of time to manage workload for 
students and teachers. 
We need to make sure that all students have 
completed the SAME assessments in a subject to 
enable us to quality assure/standardise the marking 
across a team of teachers. 
 
Will our lockdown work be assessed? 
Each subject team has been asked to look at the range 
of assessment information that they will use to 
determine the final grade. 
Once this information has been collated each teacher 
will let you know which assessments have been used 
to determine the final grade. 
It may be that you have completed some work or 
assessments during lockdown which might contribute 
to the overall grade. 
REMEMBER IT IS A RANGE OF ASSESSMENT 
INFORMATION - NOT ONE PIECE.  
 
If we have multiple papers what % will each count 
for? 
Once each subject has determined the assessment 
evidence that they will use to determine your final 
grade, further information will be shared with parents 
and students. 
 
If you get Grade 5 in a test, could your overall grade 
be lower? 
Your grades will be awarded on the basis of a range of 
evidence and therefore it is possible for your overall 
grade to be higher or lower than your test result 
based upon all of the work which is considered by 
teachers in the subject. 
 
Will grades be influenced by teacher/student 
relationships? 
NO. Your grade will be determined on an evidential 
basis.   A range of assessments will be reviewed. 
There will be a process of standardisation to check the 

marking across all teachers in the subject. 
THE MOST IMPORTANT THING THAT YOU CAN DO IS 
WORK HARD FROM HERE ONWARDS, GIVE YOUR BEST 
AND ASK YOUR TEACHER FOR HELP IF YOU ARE 
STRUGGLING.  
 
Do we have to do Summer Exams in the Sports Hall? 
Yes. This is how you would have taken your GCSE 
exams this summer. 
The Sports Hall, Learning Resource Centre and Activity 
Studio will be used for the exams. 
The exams will take place from May 14th - 18th.  
Your exam timetable will be issued by next week. 
You will have a maximum of 2 exams per day (like a 
normal GCSE exam series). 
You will be expected to adhere to the JCQ exam 
regulations (like a normal GCSE exam series) 
There is a reduction in the number of exam papers for 
Summer 2021. 
 
What if we have not completed all topics on the GCSE 
specification? 
The assessments will not include any content that you 
have not covered during Year 10 and 11. 
All Heads of Subject have been asked to review which 
topics have been covered and which have not. If there 
are any “gaps” in content or learning which might 
affect progression to post 16 courses, these topics will 
be covered after May half term.  
 
If we get sent home to self-isolate how will we  
access lessons? 
If you have to self-isolate, work and/or live lessons 
will be provided in your google classroom after 24 
hours notice to the teachers.  For the first 24 hours 
you will be expected to organise some independent 
study/revision activities using Seneca or another 
learning platform that you have access to.  
 
How can we complete exams if we have to self-
isolate? 
In a normal GCSE exam series if you miss an exam due 
to illness, you would have to provide medical 
evidence and there would not be an opportunity to 
resit the paper. 
In Summer 2021 any students who are unable to 
complete exams between May 4th - 18th will be able 
to “catch up” on their return to school. 

During a recent form time, Year 11 students were provided with an opportunity to send questions to Mrs Johnson 
regarding the processes that school would be using to determine the final grades. These were then answered in a 
“live assembly” on Friday March 19th.  



What about Eid? 
Thank you for 11H for making us aware that the dates 
of the Summer Exam series will potentially clash with 
Eid (scheduled for May 13th).  
Eid has previously clashed GCSE examination periods 
and has been managed well by school, parents and 
students. 
As this information was only shared yesterday there is 
no yet a plan of action.  
Mrs Johnson will be looking at this in further detail 
and will provide further clarification in due course. 
 
When will grades be awarded? 
Teachers will provide assessment information in 
school by May half term.  
This information will be reviewed and assessed by 
Heads of Subject and Senior Leaders. 
Once the information has been reviewed and agreed 
it will then be shared with Mr Wilton for his approval 
as Head of Centre. 
Following Mr Wilton’s approval the information will 
be uploaded to the exam boards. 
The final deadline for submitting grades is June 18th. 
GCSE results will be available for collection on August 
12th.  

Year 11 Update Continued 

Do we have study leave? 
We have not granted study leave for many years. 
Lessons will continue until the Summer exams 
commence on May 4th.  
Art/Textiles/Photography will have additional time for 
complete portfolios on May 19th and 20th.  
 
When do Year 11 finish for Summer? 
The official and legal finish date for Year 11 is always 
the last Friday in June which is June 25th. 
We are awaiting further information and clarification 
on the date when Year 11 students will be released 
from school for the Summer holiday.  
 
Are we having hoodies? 
Miss Alexander has been in touch with the hoodie 
company and they have created an online shop. A 
letter will be distributed by the end of this week which 
will explain how to order a hoodie.  
 
Are we having a Prom? 
Miss Alexander is currently looking into this as well. 
More information will be available shortly. 

Covid Home Testing 

Students have all been given their home test kits 
and it is fantastic to see that results are now being 
logged and the school can track any cases much 
more quickly.   
We would like to remind students to take their tests 
before school on Monday and Thursday so that we 
can keep a consistent log of the results.  Parents / 
carers will need to tell us the result of each test 
through our ‘TestRegister’ software.   
Please ensure that you have enough time to do the 
test before coming to school. We do understand 
that for some people it may be more difficult to get 
the tests done in the morning, so they can be done 
in the evening if necessary. 
 

It is Important to Report Your Test Results 

If anyone tests positive with the home test kit, you, 
your household, any support bubbles you are part 
of should self-isolate immediately in line with NHS 
Test and Trace guidance.  You should also order a 

confirmatory PCR test.  If this confirms a positive 
result, you will need to report your result to both NHS 
Test and Trace and School via TestRegister. 
 
Negative and void results should also be reported to 
both NHS Test & Trace and school via TestRegister.  
This process is voluntary but we are strongly 
encouraging all students to take part, and we are 
seeking the same level of positive engagement that 
we had with our in-school testing process. 
 
Testing will need to continue over the Easter holidays.  
Additional home testing kits will therefore be 
distributed to students in the last week of term.   
 
Please contact Joanna Filkins, our COVID Co-ordinator, 
if you have any questions or concerns about the home 
testing process filkinsj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk.  
 
Many thanks for your continued support. 

https://testregister.co.uk/login
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://testregister.co.uk/login
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://testregister.co.uk/login
mailto:filkinsj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Parents and carers of children who have been advised 
to self-isolate by their education setting or by NHS 
Test and Trace are now able to apply for a Test and 
Trace Support Payment or discretionary payment of 
£500, if they meet the eligibility criteria. The 
extension of the Test and Trace Support Payment 
scheme, which is administered by district and unitary 
local authorities in England, ensures that parents 
receive the financial support they need if they are 
unable to attend work due to childcare 
responsibilities. 
Parents and carers should apply to their local 
authority to receive a payment. Applications for the 
Test and Trace Support Payment scheme are made via 
the local authority in which the parent or carer 
resides, not the local authority where the setting is 
situated, if these are different. 
To be eligible applicants must meet all of the criteria 
that: 

 they are the parent or guardian of a child or young 
person in the same household and need to take 
time off work to care for them while they self-
isolate. This is limited to one parent or guardian 
per household for the child or young person’s self-
isolation period 

 they are employed or self-employed 

 they cannot work from home while undertaking 
caring responsibilities and will lose income as a 
result 

Covid Payments for Parents 

Changes to the Test and Trace support payment 

for parents 
 they meet all the other means-tested eligibility 

criteria for a Test and Trace Support Payment or 
locally determined criteria for a discretionary 
payment 

 
That their child or young person: 

 is aged 15 or under (or 25 or under with an 
Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) and 
normally attends an education or childcare setting 

 has been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace 
or by their education or childcare setting because 
they have been identified as a close contact of 
someone who has tested positive for coronavirus 
(COVID-19)  

 
Nurseries, schools, colleges and further education 
providers are required to provide a letter to all 
parents or carers of the children advised to self-
isolate, to support their application to the Test and 
Trace Support Payment scheme.  
Parents or carers will then be able to provide this 
letter to their local authority as evidence that their 
child is required to self-isolate. 
Once an application for a payment has been received, 
the local authority will be in touch with your setting to 
verify the details of the child provided on the 
application. This will include a check of the child’s 
name, age, address and days of self-isolation. This 
check is to minimise the event of fraudulent claims.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme-claiming-financial-support/claiming-financial-support-under-the-test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme?utm_source=22%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campai
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme-claiming-financial-support/claiming-financial-support-under-the-test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme?utm_source=22%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campai


Whilst we are currently working on an action plan to 
address all of the recent feedback that we have 
collated from staff, students and parents, we have 
already put some actions in place.  
Every Wednesday, form time is focusing upon 
WELLBEING. The first activity was designed to get 
students to think and talk about their experiences in 
lockdown. Some students are creating colourful 
memory boards, while Year 7 & 8 students are 
designing a brand new WELLBEING LOGO for our 
school. This is a competition which has been 
organized by the Art Department. Once the designs 
have been collected, prizes will be awarded for the 
best designs. Further information will be included in 
the newsletter once the judges have cast their votes. 
We will also be organizing a POSTER COMPETITION 
about WELLBEING (more information to follow). 
 
Internet safety is a very important part of student 
wellbeing. We often find that students can be 
adversely affected by issues related to social media. 
Therefore we are going to include SAFETY ONLINE 
CARDS in each edition of the newsletter. This week 

Student Wellbeing Focus 

the focus is on TIK TOK. If your child is using the TIK 
TOK app, we would ask parents to check the digital 
wellbeing settings and ensure that your child knows 
how to block or report any harmful or upsetting 
content. 
 
GETTING ADVICE ABOUT EMOTIONAL WELLBEING 
BURY GETTING HELP LINE is a free telephone service 
for all Bury residents  - 0161 464 3679 
CHILDLINE is a confidential service for children and 
young people – 0800 1111 or www.childline.org.uk 
YOUNG MINDS is a service to use if your experiencing 
a mental health crisis. Young Person Crisis messenger: 
text YM to 05258 (24 hour service). Parents Free 
Helpline 0808 802 5544 (9.30am – 4pm) 
www.youngminds.org.uk 
ANNA FREUD is a leading mental health charity for 
children and families and provide advice for parents 
and carers talking about mental health with young 
people (https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-
colleges/resources/advice-for-parents-and-carers-
talking-mental-health-with-young-people-at-
secondary-school/ 

http://www.childline.org.uk
http://www.youngminds.org.uk
https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/resources/advice-for-parents-and-carers-talking-mental-health-with-young-people-at-secondary-school/
https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/resources/advice-for-parents-and-carers-talking-mental-health-with-young-people-at-secondary-school/
https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/resources/advice-for-parents-and-carers-talking-mental-health-with-young-people-at-secondary-school/
https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/resources/advice-for-parents-and-carers-talking-mental-health-with-young-people-at-secondary-school/




Learning Resource Centre News 

Return your overdue library 
book for a chance to win a £25 
Amazon Voucher 
There are nearly 200 library books that have been 
borrowed but not returned to school due to the 
recent lockdowns and disruption to school life. 
However, these books need to be returned to 
school so they can be quarantined and made 
available for other students to use. To encourage 
students to do this, anyone who returns their 
book to the LRC before the 31st March will be 
entered in to a draw to win a £25 Amazon 
voucher. Email notifications have been sent to all 
students with overdue books, and students can 
also check by logging in to their Accessit account. 
The winner will be announced on the last day of 
term. 
 

Click and Collect is up and 
running once again                      
Now that school has reopened to all students, the 
library Click & Collect service has started again. 
Due to the changes made to the school day at the 
start of the year, there has been limited 
opportunity for students to visit the LRC and 
borrow library books. Fortunately, students can 
use our Accessit online library to browse the 
school library catalogue and reserve books 
through their Accessit account. Once a book has 
been reserved, it will be handed to the student 
during Form time at the end of the school day. 
This system was a great success during the first 
term and students are encouraged to continue 
borrowing books in this way. Library books can be 
returned to the LRC at any time.  
Accessit: https://uk.accessit.online/thl02/#!
dashboard 
 

New eBook library put to good 
use during lockdown 
At the end of the first term we signed up to 
Wheelers ePlatform, which provides thousands of 
eBooks for students to download and read on 
their computers, tablets or mobile phones. Nearly 

eighty students and staff borrowed 179 eBooks 
between them during lockdown, enabling them 
to continue to access books and enjoy reading for 
pleasure even when school was closed. Wheelers 
ePlatform is available for all students and staff to 
use. Wheelers ePlatform: https://
eltonhigh.eplatform.co/ 
 

Homework Club starts again on 
Monday 22nd March 
Homework Club takes place every Monday to 
Thursday from 3pm to 4pm in the LRC. All 
student in Years 7,8 and 9 are welcome to use the 
resources in the LRC for homework and revision. 
 

Stationery Packs on sale in the 
Learning Resource Centre 
Due to coronavirus restrictions, items of 
stationery are being sold in packs for £1 each. 
These packs are excellent value and are available 
to buy at any time: 
 
Maths Pack: Compass, ruler, protractor, HB 
pencil, pencil sharpener, fineliner pen. 
 
Writing Pack: Black, blue, red, green biro; HB 
pencil, 2B pencil, ruler, eraser. 
 
Crayons Pack: Pack of 8 wax crayons, fineliner 
pen, HB pencil, 2B pencil, pencil sharpener. 
 
Gluestick Pack: Gluestick, handwriting pen, black 
biro, HB pencil. 
 
Whiteboard Pen Pack: Whiteboard marker, black, 
blue, red, green biro, HB pencil. 
 

Please contact Mrs Barker in the LRC for 
further information. 

https://uk.accessit.online/thl02/#!dashboard
https://uk.accessit.online/thl02/#!dashboard
https://eltonhigh.eplatform.co/
https://eltonhigh.eplatform.co/


Year 8 Art 
Well done to our Year 8 Art students who have been 
experimenting with oil pastels and produced lovely 
monoprints based on natural forms with 
zentangle patterns. 

Art Department Update 

Year 9 Art 
Madeline Wallis in Y9 has produced a beautiful design influenced 
by artist Daniel Jean Baptisse. The design has been painted onto 
fabric ready for embroidering into. We will show the finished 
results from the whole class when they are ready. Excellent work 
Madeline!  



Year 11 Art 
Grace Gibson has been busy exploring portrait art and 
using different challenging techniques in her work. 
This will result in a final portrait which we will share 
with you when completed. Beautiful work Grace!  
 
Well done to Neve Kelly who has also been working 
incredibly hard on this drawing of her granddad. It is a 
fantastic piece of work of which she should be 
really proud of!  
 

Art Department Update 

Year 11 Textiles 
A huge well done to Emma Halpin Foden 
has made these exquisite bowls using 
moulded machine embroidery. The 
results are so professional and highly 
developed, we love them! 



Year 11 reviews of films to watch during 
lockdown and places we can visit when 
lockdown ends.  
 

Film Review: Dunkirk (directed by Christopher 

Nolan and music score by Hans Zimmer) 
Christopher Nolan and Hans Zimmer have once again 
collaborated to bring another exhilarating film to the 
big screen – and it did not disappoint!  
Renowned for writing and directing many Oscar 
winning films, Nolan has time and time again kept 
viewers on the edge of their seats for the past decade 
with astonishing releases like: Inception, The Dark 
Knight and (more recently) Tenet. Zimmer’s iconic 
spine chilling and thrilling music scores have brought 
many of Nolan’s creations to life.  
Dunkirk is another feast for the eyes and ears created 
by the successful duo. The aptly named war action 
thriller, based on real events, reflects on the Dunkirk 
Evacuation in World War II in immense detail. It is 
cleverly broken down into three parts: land, sea, and 
air. The film throws us back and forth between these 
scenes, emphasising the chaos and confusion that the 
thousands of stranded soldiers felt. This can be 
slightly confusing for first time viewers of Nolen’s 
films as this idea was also used in Inception. Zimmer’s 
beautifully crafted score reflects the tension and 
adrenaline as the tempo of the track gradually 
accelerates to build the intensity up to the big 
moment. 
The film looks so realistic because most of it actually is 
real. Filming this creation to look as realistic as 
possible is obviously a difficult task in its own right. 
But the lack of CGI for such an incredible movie is 
remarkable. Nolan and his team avoided CGI and 
green screens with ingenious solutions. The majority 
of the film is almost entirely filmed in natural lighting 
with real, physical props and equipment with the 
occasional scale model plane and cardboard cut-outs. 
Take the dogfights in the air. They were actually 
filmed in the air with spitfires with the acting filmed in 
dual cockpit planes.  
The lengths the development team took to make the 
film seem as real as possible is extraordinary - so 
extraordinary in fact that the film was nominated for 
Best Picture and even won Best Film Editing at the 
Oscars in 2018. 
Despite this, the characters being fictional is slightly 
confusing as it ruins the idea of realism. Nolen clarifies 
his decision by saying they do have “fictional 

English Department Update 

characters with fictional names” but “we're not trying 
to tell anyone's story here”. 
Despite the film’s minor shortcomings, Dunkirk makes 
up for them by being an exciting, dramatic, and heart-
thumpingly bold film—and is well worth a few hours 
of your time. 
By James Chao  
 

Cube Takeaway Review - Bolton’s Very 
Own Sugar Factory 
Amassing an impressive 4.3 stars on Google, Cube is 
inarguably a hugely popular takeaway. For a very 
small chain, it has an abundance of customers daily, 
which is no surprise regarding its prices and range of 
sugary treats. 
Inside the building, one is greeted with bright neon 
signs and tables that are filled with sweets - a rather 
spectacular design feature. More noticeable, perhaps, 



is the thick and almost sickeningly sweet smell of 
syrups and deep-fried delicacies alike. Mesmerising 
pink and blue slush machines stand upon the counter, 
accompanied by a display of cakes, pastries and 
donuts.  
I placed my order - a Lotus Biscoff Shake and a Bueno 
Bonanza Waffle. The two swiftly arrived, and I was 
rather amazed by the presentation. The items looked 
like something straight from the kitchen of Willy 
Wonka himself. 
First, I took a hefty drink of the thick shake; the vanilla 
ice cream was smooth and sweet, with the occasional 
chunk of biscuit, which made a very pleasant 
combination. Additionally, a drizzle of caramel sauce 
added a lovely hint of warmth to the cold and frothy 
drink. 
Next, I took a bite from the waffle. Golden and warm, 
it was presented with a fat blob of nutella in the 
center, and squares of Kinder bars were sprinkled 
atop. It tasted like heaven - the soft, spongy waffle 
with the nuggets of chocolate were a perfectly crafted 
concoction.  
Although a drink and a snack has likely enough 
calories to feed a small family, and the interior is 
somewhat tacky, Cube should be on the bucket list of 
anyone who considers themself a “foodie”. Cube’s 
creations are truly an experience that all should enjoy. 
Heather Lansdale  
 

Clouds Film Review 
When you watch this film ensure that you have 
approximately 3 big boxes of tissues by your side at all 
times as this cinematic masterpiece is sure to bring a 
tear to even the coldest of hearts. This based-on-a-
true-story tearjerker recalls the story of Zach Sobiech 
whose world is flipped upside down due to a terminal 
health impediment that leads to Zach living everyday 
like it's his last - a true inspiration to us all. 
This movie concisely reminds us that we should not 
have to wait until we are dying to start living. Fin 
Argus depicts Zach Sobiech in this inspirational picture 
and the role was a perfect fit. The cast must have 
extremely strong characters for them to perfect their 
role without crying every five seconds ( which, by the 
way, I failed at completely). Clouds is one of Justin 
Baldoni’s tributes. He has also directed and perfected 
another film with a similar style of clouds so one may 
argue that he is an expert in the topic so he knows 
how to grip an audience entirely. 
I would say this film is suitable for teenagers or 
anyone above 13 as it does contain some heavy topics 

English Department Update 

Dining At Home Food Review 
Getting dressed up and going out for a meal with our 
families seems like a thing of the past. This had really 
been upsetting me until I visited a new restaurant, a 
covid safe restaurant. The owner being my mum with 
the location of the dining room. Indeed I know, it 
sounds very exciting.   

such as violence. Though there aren't any physical 
brawls, there are severe health issues depicted and 
near death experiences which may be difficult to 
watch for some viewers. Another prominent theme is 
the theme of positivity or trying to remain positive as 
outside circumstances put a strain on you and there 
are multiple examples of lighthearted people trying to 
put on a facade of being okay. 
One of the plus sides of this film is that Zach pursues 
his musical career in the final months of his life (this 
means that there is a soundtrack to listen to once 
you've finished bawling for two hours if you want to 
sob some more - for crying out cloud!). 
In conclusion, this film is a very emotional and moving 
story which will make your pipes burst and really 
emphasises that we should not have to wait until we 
get above the clouds if we want our lives to be 
precious and enjoyable. 
By Fatima Chaudhry 



My visit to the restaurant began with my name being 
bellowed up the stairs ordering that I set the table 
and sorted people’s drinks. At the time I did wonder 
why I seemed to be doing the dirty work but I made 
the educated decision not to question it. As I made 
my way down the stairs, I was greeted with a 
spectacular waft of food cooking in the oven. I 
received a grunt of disapproval, which I regarded as 
disgusting customer service, as I apparently took too 
long.  
Sitting down in my chair at the table, I was joined by 
my dad and sister and we patiently waited for our 
meal. Flustered sounds came from the kitchen, really 
helping to set that nice relaxing ambience that we’ve 
all missed this year.  
Eventually, there was a clatter of crockery and a few 
moments later the delicious smell accompanied us in 
the dining room. It was my favourite, a roast dinner!  
Tucking in, the combination of chicken coated with 
gravy brought back the nostalgic feeling that I’d been 
longing for. In five minutes flat, my plate was empty 
and I sat back to relax with my satisfied stomach. 
After thirty seconds of relaxation, I was ordered to 
now clear the table as well. What a strange 
restaurant.  
When I returned back to the table, there was a mouth 

English Department Update 

Looking for additional support for KS3 
Maths? Our Maths Department 
recommends this alternative to tutors... 
 
Eedi Family, an online maths learning platform that 
helps students build maths confidence at home. 
 
We’ve used Eedi’s educational products in our school 
and it’s helped us better plan our lessons and 
understand our students’ learning. 
 
With Eedi Family students can review any maths 
topics at their own pace to build confidence, get 
homework help, or challenge themselves. They can 
also take online maths lessons with live chat teacher 
support. 

Maths Department Update 

Eedi wanted to give all of our families a commitment-
free 14-day trial. They gave us a promo code 
(WELCOME50) you can use after the trial for 50% off 
until the rest of the academic year. This brings the 
monthly cost to £3.99 (from £7.99/month). We think 
this is an affordable alternative to help children 
practice maths at home. Given the cost and difficulty 
of finding a Maths tutor is so great at the moment, 
this is a product that we believe could be worth a try 
to support our students at home. The website offers a 
short video for parents looking at how Eedi Family 
works alongside example lessons.  
 
To start a free 30-day trial use the following 
link: https://family.eedi.com/signup/ 

watering, gooey slab of chocolate cake with two huge 
scoops of ice cream in a bowl. I genuinely almost cried 
at the sight.  
Taking my last spoonful, I realised just how full I was 
and just about managed to transport myself onto the 
sofa to recover.  I closed my eyes and suddenly could 
smell a hint of burning. I asked mum what it was and 
she gave me the all too familiar look of disgust at the 
fact I’d challenged her cooking abilities.  
Getting up after saying I was going to visit the 
bathroom, I made my way towards the oven. I opened 
it to find a tray of completely charcoaled roast 
potatoes.  I honestly cannot wait to be able to go to 
Nando’s again. 
Macy Kerr has reviewed her mum's kitchen  

https://family.eedi.com/signup/


History Department Update 

YEAR 7 SPRING TERM HISTORY PROJECT 
Your brief 

 
This year, you have been learning all about the Middle Ages and what it was like for people living at this time. 
 
Your challenge is going to be a design a board game about the Middle Ages, to help people to learn all about the 
time you have been studying. 
 
To make your game a success, you will need to… 
 
 follow the brief carefully. 
 manage your time effectively. 
 present the work well. 
 make sure that the game is fun 
 make sure that the game teaches the players something. 

 
 

Your to-do list  
 
You will need to complete the following tasks if your game is going to be good and you do not 
run out of time.  Tick them off as you complete them: 
 
 Research different types and designs of board games. 
 Produced a draft design for the presentation of the game. 
 Planned the questions for the game. 
 Thought of a name for the game. 
 Made the final version of the game. 

 
 
 

The award 
 
You will receive either a bronze, silver or gold award for your game design project.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BRONZE SILVER GOLD 
* Fulfilled the brief 

completely. 

* Effort reflects that which 
would normal be expected 

for homework. 

* Project handed in on 
time. 

* Some independence. 

* Shown some originality. 

* Good level of effort. 

* Some creative ideas. 

* Consistent attention to detail. 

* Highly refined ideas. 

* Original and independent. 

* Exceptional attention to 
detail. 

* Excellent effort. 

* Project handed in on time. 



History Department Update 

Here are some examples of some fantastic Year 7 Medieval board 
games from previous years. You can use them as inspiration for your 

very own design! 



Miss Waltham’s Year 8s have been 
looking at the positive and negative 
aspects of the British Empire. They 
have focused on how Britain took 
control of India and here are some 
of their fantastic storyboards 
detailing the events of the British 
takeover of India! They reached the 
conclusion that this was a negative 
aspect of the British Empire. 

History Department Update 



Science Department Update 



ICT Department Update 

Pupils in KS3 have been completing the Inspiring Digital Enterprise Award, known as iDEA.  It covers a whole host of 
digital skills and is recognised throughout industry.  It’s the digital version of the Duke of Edinburgh award and 
perfect for the current climate! 
Pupils need 250 points for a Bronze Certificate, which they can either print at home or request a copy to be posted 
to school, they are very nice certificates too! They can add these to their portfolio for future applications to college 
or employment.  They can then move on to the Silver Certificate, for which they need 400 points.  Gold is currently 
under development.  

Congratulations to our new Bonze Award winners! 

Niamh Brooks Maddie McCrory 

Jasmine Brown Jacob Myerscough 

Charlie Campbell Conor Porter 

Ava Cooper James Rigby 

Elliot Darlington Imogen Sowerby 

Harrison Doughty Katie Stewart 

Alicia Hermidalu Katie Westmoreland 

Isabella Hirst Caitlin McCullough 

Alexander Holland Gracie Jaqcues 

Mckenzie Lamont   

Elton Computing Wizards! 

A special ‘well done’ to the following students for completing programming/ICT courses on Grok Learning.  

Student Year Group Course Completed 

Heidi Aspinall 8 Cyber Security Challenge 

Isabel Battersby 8 Cyber Security Challenge 

Isabelle Bennett 8 Cyber Security Challenge 

Jessica Heyes 8 Cyber Security Challenge 

Poppy Kerr 8 Cyber Security Challenge 

Libby Fraser 8 Cyber Security Challenge 

Caleb Tam 11 Databases (SQL) 

Daniel Tammage 11 Databases (SQL) 

Emily Petch 11 Databases (SQL) 

Jack Slater 11 Databases (SQL) 

James Chao 11 Databases (SQL) 

Joe Hamer 11 Databases (SQL) 

Lyle Caraang 11 Databases (SQL) 

Zachary Boudekak 11 Databases (SQL) 

Luke Bunting 11 Python Programming Part 1 



The next edition of the Elton Times  

will be emailed on  

Wednesday 21 April 2021 


