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I am aware that there have been a lot of 
communications in recent days about the wider 
reopening of school, so this newsletter provides a 
more straightforward update about the work that 
has recently taken place across a number of 
subject areas. We are confident that we can 
quickly get back into a positive routine across the 
school and I would like to reiterate our thanks for 
your support with the testing process. There was 
some discussion in the national media about the 
failure of some parents to engage and give 
consent, but this was not the case here at Elton 
and that is testimony to your engagement and 
support. The next two rounds of testing will take 
place as shown on the rota on page 3 and we will 
then be in touch about the home testing 
arrangements thereafter.  
 
We are keenly aware that, as well as making sure 
that our reopening plans address any gaps that 
may have developed in student progress, we 
must equally consider the impact that the 
lockdown has had on students' social groups and 
the time that they spend with their friends. This 
has recently been reinforced through the work of 
Professor Robin Dunbar, a Professor at Oxford 
University, who has done research work for over 
thirty years about friendship and the quality of 
relationships and whose new book (entitled 
'Friends: Understanding The Power Of Our 
Relationships') was released last month. Dunbar 
has said that human beings typically have 150 
friends in general (people who know us on sight 
and with whom we have a history) but we usually 
have only five friends who can be described as 
'close'. Dunbar has shown that, when we talk and 
relate with our friends, endorphins are released 
in the brain and we get the same feelings of 
physical warmth as when we actually hold a 
warm object. He looks in detail at the differences 
between friendship groups of men and women, 
and how friendships develop and change over a 
period of time. However, the central message 
from Dunbar's studies is very simple - the number 
and quality of our friendships may have a bigger 

influence on our happiness, health and mortality 
than anything else in life apart from giving up 
smoking.  
 
It is our job to now support the students to re-
engage on a social level with their peers. We will 
continue to look for opportunities in lessons and 
across school to provide discussion, debate and 
interaction, while as restrictions hopefully ease 
over the coming months we will aim to organise 
wider extra curricular events and activities that 
promote chances for them to mix and talk with 
one another. While some people talk about the 
'lost learning' that has resulted from the 
lockdown, we are just as focussed on dealing with 
the loss of mixing, talking and relating with each 
other.  
 
Thanks again for your continued support at this 
time and fingers crossed that we can avoid any 
further disruptions and isolation periods in the 
next few weeks until Easter. As always, if you 
have any questions or queries then please 
contact me directly through the email shown 
below. 
 
Jonathan Wilton, Headteacher 
Email: wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Covid Testing—Test 2 and 3 

Update from Government—Confirmatory PCR 
testing following a test at home 
Around 1 in 3 people who have coronavirus (COVID-19) 
have no symptoms. By rolling out rapid testing to schools 
at pace we are helping to uncover hidden cases of the 
virus, break the chains of transmission and stopping 
outbreaks before they get a chance to develop. 
Students in secondary schools are currently testing on 
site – 3 tests, each 3 to 5 days apart – LFD tests taken on 
test sites, such as schools, do not need a confirmatory 
PCR test. This is because these tests are done in a 
controlled environment and trained staff read the results. 
If a pupil or student received a supervised school-based 
LFD test, as part of the rapid asymptomatic testing 

Mass Covid Testing - Sports Hall 

Allocated 
Testing 

Time 

Test 2 Test 3 
Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

11-Mar-21 12-Mar-21 13-Mar-21 14-Mar-21 15-Mar-21 16-Mar-21 17-Mar-21 18-Mar-21 

Y10/11 Y7/8     Y9 Y10/11 Y7/8 Y9 

09:00 11E / 11L 7E / 7L 

No Testing No Testing 

9E / 9L 11E / 11L 7E / 7L 9E / 9L 

09:30 11T / 11O BREAK 9T / 9O 11T / 11O BREAK 9T / 9O 

10:00 11N / 11H 7T / 7O BREAK 11N / 11H 7T / 7O BREAK 

10:30 BREAK 7N / 7H 9N / 9H BREAK 7N / 7H 9N / 9H 

11:00 11S / 11B 7S / 7B 9S 11S / 11B 7S / 7B 9S 

11:30 RECORDING RECORDING RECORDING RECORDING RECORDING RECORDING 

12:00 
BREAK 

YEAR 8 TO 
SWAP LUNCH 
WITH YEAR 10 

No Testing 

BREAK 
YEAR 8 TO 

SWAP LUNCH 
WITH YEAR 10 

No Testing 

12:30 

12:45 10E / 10L 8E / 8L 10E / 10L 8E / 8L 

13:15 10T / 10O 8T / 8O 10T / 10O 8T / 8O 

13:45 10N / 10H 8N / 8H 10N / 10H 8N / 8H 

14:15 10S 8S / 8B 10S 8S / 8B 

14:45 
RECORDING RECORDING RECORDING RECORDING 

15:15 

Covid Home Test Kits 
programme, and it was positive then they and other 
members of their household must self-isolate. PCR testing 
is not advised if you have received a positive result from an 
LFD test at a school or college test site. If a parent was to 
do this and it returned a negative result, the policy remains 
that the pupil or student, their close contacts, and other 
members of their household must still self-isolate. 
All positive results from rapid tests undertaken at home do 
need to be confirmed with a standard PCR test. This is 
because these tests are not conducted in a controlled 
environment and will not have trained staff on hand. 
Following positive LFD test at home, a confirmatory PCR 
test should be booked online or by calling 119. Whilst 
awaiting the PCR result, the pupil or student and their close 
contacts should self-isolate. If the PCR test is negative, it 
overrides the self-test LFD test (at home only) and a child 
can return to school. 
 

We will be distributing home test kits to 
students from Wednesday 17 March 2021. 



In early January the government announced that the 
GCSE exams scheduled for the summer were to be 
cancelled, with different forms of assessment being 
used to award each student his/her grade. We have 
taken the time to review DfE guidance and have 
drafted our plans for how the GCSE process will be 
organised at Elton. To keep you fully informed, please 
see our answers below to the kind of questions that 
you may be asking about the GCSE process.  
 
How will grades be awarded this summer? 
Grades for GCSEs will be based on the following 
process as defined by the Department for Education 
and the exams’ regulator, Ofqual: 
 
1. Teachers will assess students against a national 

standard, which will be provided to schools by 
the exam boards. 

2. Departments will then submit grades which will 
be quality assured within school. This internal 
quality assurance process will have to be signed 
off by the exam board to ensure it is rigorous 
and in line with national standards. 

3. Our school results will be quality assured 
externally by the exam boards, which may 
include random sampling of our evidence. 

4. If the exam boards are confident in our 
submitted results, then the exam boards will 
award students their final grades. 

5. If students do not think their results are 
accurate, they will have the right to appeal. 

 
So, do teachers simply award the grade? 
No. The grade students achieve will start with their 
teacher’s assessment of their performance across a 
range of evidence. This is against a nationally-defined 
standard, not the teacher’s own opinion. This 
assessment is then subject to both internal and 
external checks before the final grade is awarded by 
the exam body as usual. 
 
What about loss of learning/impact of Covid? 
This year, teachers will only assess students on 
content they have been taught – because of the 
continued disruption of the pandemic. This means 
students will not be disadvantaged if they individually, 
their whole class or whole year group have been 
unable to complete their full course. However, grades 
can only be submitted on the basis of the evidence we 
have of students’ performance, even if that evidence 
covers less of the course than usual. Students who 

would usually have extra time in the exams will 
benefit from the same arrangements in teacher 
assessment. 
 
Will grades be set differently between different 
schools? 
No, the standard against which teachers will be 
assessing students is set nationally by the exam 
boards. This is the standard that will be used during 
external quality assurance and appeals to ensure 
consistency and fairness across the system. 
 
What evidence will be used? 
Our teachers will draw on a range of assessment 
evidence from across each student’s study of the 
course. This may include homework tasks, mock 
exams, and papers set by the exam boards. This may 
include evidence from 
 
before the second lockdown, as well as evidence from 
March – June. The exam boards are producing 
assessment materials that will be sent to us before 
Easter. Different departments may use different 
sources of evidence, and there is no requirement for 
any one type of assessment to be used – it’s about 
performance across a range of evidence. 
 
Can students and parents make the case for why a 
student should get a higher grade? 
Our teachers are already using their professional 
expertise to assess students on the content they have 
been taught. Teachers are unable to submit higher 
grades for students unless they have the evidence that 
they are consistently working at this level. If teachers 
submit higher grades without evidence they are 
committing exam malpractice. 
In 2020, any undue pressure by student or parent who 
placed undue pressure on teachers to increase grades 
was also considered exam malpractice. It is likely to be 
the same for 2021. If students or parents are found to 
be putting teachers under undue pressure to increase 
grades, then this matter will be referred to the exam 
boards and an investigation into malpractice may 
ensue. This may result in the student’s certificate 
being removed entirely if malpractice is deemed to 
have taken place.  
 

Year 11 GCSE Arrangements 

    Continued... 



WELLBEING AWARD FOR SCHOOLS 
We are very grateful to all of those parents who took 
the time to complete the parent survey which was 
sent out at the end of January 2021. The results have 
now been analysed and we are working on an action 
plan to address the issues raised by parents, students 
and staff.  
As a school we recognize the significant importance of 
emotional health and wellbeing for our staff and 
students. Over time we have made a number of 
changes to staffing, routines and curriculum to 
enhance provision for mental health and wellbeing. 
We know that prior to the pandemic there was a 
national focus on improving support services for 
young people with mental health issues and post 
lockdown we recognize that these needs will have 
undoubtedly increased. 
The first commitment to arise from the survey is to 
have a more regular focus upon support for health 
and wellbeing. Some parents asked if we could 
provide further guidance on how to access support for 
students and we have provided some key information 
below for your reference. 
 
WHO SHOULD I CONTACT IN SCHOOL IF I AM 
CONCERNED ABOUT MY CHILD’S EMOTIONAL 
WELLBEING? 
The first point of reference for your child is his/her 
Form Tutor or Learning Coordinator. 

Year 7 – Mr Meighan  Year 8 Mrs Turbill 
Year 9 Ms Uttley   Year 10- Mrs Leech 
Year 11 Mr Aldred 
 
WHAT SHOULD I DO IF MY CHILD IS REFUSING TO 
COME INTO SCHOOL? 
If you are able to bring your child into school you will 
be able to meet with a member of the Student 
Support Team. They will offer immediate support to 
you and your child.  
Behaviour Mentors - Mrs Baison, Mr Simpson, Miss 
Tebay  
 
WHAT SHOULD I DO IF MY CHILD CONTINUES TO 
REFUSE TO COME TO SCHOOL? 
Please contact the school and ask to speak to Mrs 
Alderson, our Attendance Officer.  
 
WHAT SHOULD I DO IF MY CHILD NEEDS 
COUNSELLING SERVICES? 
We have an outstanding full time school counsellor, 
Sally Edwards. Sometimes she is able to see students 
for “one off” appointments but generally she is fully 
booked with a waiting list. Access to the school 
counsellor is via a referral system. 
We also have a school nurse who visits school each 
week. She can also offer support to students. 
Your GP can make referrals to Healthy Young Minds if 
you would prefer to access external support for your 
child.  

Wellbeing Award 

Year 11 GCSE Arrangements 

Can students discuss their grades with teachers? 
Teachers will be able to discuss which evidence they 
are using to inform their judgement with students, 
including marked or graded pieces of work. However, 
we are not allowed to disclose their final submitted 
grade we give to the exam board.  
Students should not attempt to second-guess the 
grade submitted, as teachers will be using a range of 
evidence to inform their final judgement. Students 
must not pressure teachers to reveal the grades they 
are submitting, or to increase the grades, as doing so 
may be considered exam malpractice. 
 
What should students do to improve their grades? 
The best thing students can do is to continue to attend 
classes, learn, act on feedback from their teachers, 

revise, and read around their subject. Their grade will 
be based on their performance, and so their outcomes 
are ultimately in their hands. 
We do hope that this provides some clarity about 
where the students now stand and how we will be 
working through this process with them. The next 
Grade Card for Year 11 will be issued in the week 
before Easter and it will provide an up to date picture 
about the level where each student is currently 
working. We will also be sharing our plans for the next 
round of exams which will take place next half term. 
If you have any further questions or concerns at this 
time, please contact Mr Wilton directly at school and 
he will address your point or refer you to the relevant 
subject leader.  
 



Austria Skiing 2022 

We are pleased to announce details of our 
eagerly anticipated ski trip to Austria during the 
Easter holidays 2022 (Fri 1st—Sat 9th April). The 
cost of the trip is £1060 and includes travel to 
resort via executive coach and ferry, six days full 
board accommodation, six days ski equipment 
hire, six days of four hour skiing tuition and 
winter sports travel insurance.  
 
If you would like your child to participate in this 
trip you need to complete the google form 
shown below and make an online deposit 
payment of £250 to the Austria Skiing 2022 
account through the schools online payment 
system.  Please do this by Friday 23rd April 2021.  
 
(You will not be able to make any deposit 
payments online until Thursday 1st  April so 
please do not try to make any payments before 
then. You can, however, submit the google 
form before the 1st April ready to make the 
deposit payment afterwards.)  
 
The balance of the trip must be paid before 
Friday 21st January 2022. Completing the google 
form and making the deposit payment does not 
guarantee a place on the trip. In order to ensure 
the safety and security of the party, all 
applications will be reviewed and we will clarify 
the final list by 1:00pm on 30 April.  Obviously, if 
we are unable to  offer a place then deposits will 
be fully refunded.  There are currently 42 places 
available on the trip, although we have 
requested more from the company but we are 
awaiting confirmation of this, and if we are over 
subscribed a reserve list will be put in place.  
 
Please note that if your child withdraws from 
their confirmed place on the skiing trip and no 
replacement can be found, then your deposit 
would be non refundable. Please bear this in 
mind as in the past a few parents have 
withdrawn their child shortly before the final 
payment deadline and subsequently lost their 
deposits as we were unable to find 
replacements at short notice.  Places on the trip 
will be confirmed after 1 pm on the 23rd April. 
Parents must also ensure that their child has a 
valid passport to travel with at least 6 months 
left on it after our return from Austria. 

Google form:  Austria Skiing 2022 
 
If you have any further questions regarding the trip please 
contact Mr Meighan on meighank@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1l4kd00mHNVdCkI4CQwFWMt_5vL1NCidJIGdHKQ_RccI
mailto:meighank@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Y7 Competition: 
Congratulations to Digby McKernan, Ava 
Cooper Annabelle Griffin, Caitlin 
McCullough and Isabella Hirst for their 
fantastic work in the Calligram 
Competition. Students were asked to 
produce an illustration of an author, 
character or illustrator using only lettering 
from the book they are associated with. 
The standard of entries was really high and 
it was difficult to choose just one winner. 

 

Another huge congratulations 
to Caitlin McCullough for also 
winning the book illustration 
quiz. 

Art Department Update 

Y10 Art students have been working hard at home on their watercolour painting techniques and have produced 
beautiful work based on their research into Still Life arrangements. Well done to Lois Beresford Francesca Cusack, 
Olivia Edge, Leah Duckworth, Grace Pilkington, Ammara Usman and Neve Watt for such outstanding efforts!  
Year 10 art students have also been exploring the Fauvist style using watercolour and oil pastels. Students have 
been working from landscapes by Andre Derain before emulating the same style to create their own still lives. We 
love seeing all of your excellent work! 
 
Y10 Textiles students have produced some fantastic embroidery work inspired by insects. Well done to Darcy 
Ashworth, Amy Barlow, Emily Condron, Megan Fern, Caitlyn Small and Knikita Nabb who have created highly 
detailed and precise designs - wonderful work Y10, well done! 



DT Department Update 



DT Department Update 



Year 8 have been learning about at digestion and had to describe 
the journey of a cheese sandwich through the digestive system! There has 
been some excellent work completed by Year 8 and these are some 
examples which have excellent detail and designs. We are now moving on 
to learn about ‘Waves’ and how light and sound travel. Keep up the good 
work Year 8.   

Science Department Update 



Science Department Update 

Scott, Chloe, 
Aimee, Billie, 
Suhayb, Neve, 
Freya, Adam, Emily

Scott, Chloe, Aimee, 
Billie, Suhayb, Neve, 
Libby, Adam, Emily, 
Freya



Mrs Duffy Mrs Bardsley Mr Adamson 

Hassan Ali 
Maryam Amin 

Billy Barnes 

Aimee Birkett 

Luke Bunting 

Elle Carter 

David Chew 

Jay Cook 

Reece Cotterill 
Emily Dennis 

Jacob Doughty 

Ashleigh Gallagher 

Millie Greatbanks 

Emma Halpin-Foden 

Mackenzie Jamieson 

Gurleen Kaur 

Macy Kerr 

Ellie Kershaw 

Paige Owen 

Dan Palfrey 

Kyla-Mai Richards 

Lucy Rigg 

Tim Scialpi 
Owen Self 
Luke Taylor 

Ethan Wallace 

Emma Wild 

Sophie Willett 

Sienna Brown 

Fatima Chaudhry 

Harry Duffy 

Gemma Foy 

Joe Hamer 

Nafeesa Khan 

Heather Lansdale 

Mia Moosaye 

Dan Rigby 

Caleb Tam 

Hayden Tucker 

  
  
  

 

Grace Brierley 

Lydia Brooks 

Sarah Ford 

  

  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all 

of our French students in Year 11 who have been 

working consistently hard during this second lock-

down. 

The unit of work the students have been studying is 

about FUTURE PLANS AND THE WORLD OF WORK. 

Their work rate, and particularly the quality of their 

work, has been first rate and we are incredibly 

proud of them. 

We have selected a sample of work to showcase 

their superb language skills… 

Paige Owen  
Future Plans 

Ashleigh Gallagher – can she and her 
family speak another language? 

Elle Carter – Part time jobs 

MFL Department Update 



Heather Lansdale – Work Experience 
Mia Moosaye – Work Experience and Jobs 

Emma Halpin Foden – Applying for a job 

Ethan Wallace – Which sector would I like to work in? 

Billy Barnes – Future Plans 

Emma Wild – Part time job / Pocket Money 

Gurleen Kaur – Why is it important to speak another language? 

Owen Self – Account of Work Experience 

We wish we could have 

included work from 

everybody! 

MFL Department Update 



MFL Department Update 

MRS BARDSLEY Y11 

Sumayah Ahmed 

Jack Booth 

Fatima Chaudry 

Grace Gibson 

Joseph Hamer 

Alycia Mccraken 

Zain Mirza 

Milly Neary 

Eve Philbin 

Luke Temple 

Amy Turton 

MRS BARDSLEY and MRS WESTHEAD Y10 

Colby Allen Adam Ashton Emma Broome 

Lewis Bull Harry Burgess Ruby Chapman 

Eve Crisp Daniel Clayton Adam Coxon 

Saul Crawley Olivia Daly Mia Davenport 

Macy Wilkinson Chloe Evans  Luke White 

Ruby Fairburn Rachael Filkins     Anaaya Zaman 

Niamh Garner Liam Greally Olivia Hamilton 

Lucy Harrop Harrison Hill Elle Holland 

Jacob Howarth Sareena Howarth    Joseph James 
Ethan Jones Nina Jones Sukhpreet Kaur    
Hannah Keown Luca Kneale        Caleb Kynaston    
Lexie Leak Kathryn Livesey Hanna Loft-
Bourakkadi Holly Mackay Emily Marsden     
Freya McGinty Farhan Mohammed Knikita Nabb 

Evie Nield Suhayb Quereshi Ruby Sawden          
Eric Shaw Charlie Shine Freya Smith        
Bradley Sullivan Ammara Usman  

Isabelle Davenport  

Ms Barlow/Mrs Taylor Y10 

Lucy Gaskell 
Eleni Gregoriou 

Scott Headley-Price 

Ellie Rothwell-Ledger 

James Woods 

Y10 Mrs Bardsley/Mrs Westhead's group working 

on future tense planning around a town! 



MFL Department Update 

Y10 Mrs Bardsley/Mrs Westhead's group working 

on future tense planning around a town! 

Y10 Miss Barlow / Mrs Taylor’s group working on 

future tense planning around a town! 

Book Donations—Thank You! 
Thank you for the amazing donations of books. They have been used to make up 
lovely hampers full of reading goodies, chocolates, stationary and bubble baths. 
Thank you to our School Governor, James Frith, for sharing our plea for books far 
and wide.  
Who will be the lucky recipients of these beautiful hampers?  



PE Department Update 

Compulsory 
Item 1

EHS Training 

Shirt 

Compulsory 
Item 2

Green Football 

Socks

Compulsory 
Item 3

EHS Training 

Shorts

Optional 
Item

EHS or plain 

black tracksuit 

bottoms

Optional 
Item

EHS half-zip 

top or 

EHS Hoody

NO ‘OWN CLOTHES’ 

PERMITTED

Optional 
Item

EHS 

Waterproof  

Jacket

NO ‘OWN CLOTHES’ 

PERMITTED

School PE Kit Web shop 

www.skschoolkits.co.uk

07960 137 232 

GCSE PE or Cambridge National Students 

You have the same kits items 

but in navy/light blue



The next edition of the Elton Times  

will be emailed on  

Wednesday 24 March 2021 

Last week our Year 9 pupils had two exciting PE 
lessons to contend with:- Lockdown Games and 
Chilli Fitness. 
Lockdown games involved pupils finding items from 
around the home to complete a variety of skill 
based challenges and the two winners were Kitty 
Rayner and Olivia Gray who will be rewarded with 
prizes on their return to school.  Well done and 
thank you for all of the Year 9 pupils who took part 
in this challenge! 
The Chilli fitness session involved pupils choosing 
their own level of fitness exercises from hot to mild! 
Pupils had to then just work through the different 

PE Department Update 

testing exercises at their level of fitness. The exercises 
ranged from star jumps and burpees and press ups! 
Very gruelling but a great full body workout and well 
done to all of the Year 9 pupils who took part! 
This week, now that we are back in school, students 
will be taking part in two sets of activities that will 
take us up to Easter. We will be doing football on the 
Tiger Turf pitch and a new and exciting activity of 
Orienteering! Do you know how to read a map and 
find your way around the school grounds looking for 
answers? Time will tell!  
 
See you all very soon! 


