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Last week the government announced that it 
was aiming for schools to start reopening 
again from Monday 8th March and we await 
further details so that plans can be made 
accordingly. We are keenly aware that this 
period is proving to be difficult for many 
students and their families, and our staff are 
working extremely hard to provide as much 
structure and engagement in the 
remote lessons as they can. We really 
appreciate the efforts that parents and carers 
are making to support the home learning and 
please continue to contact me directly if you 
have any issues or problems that may need 
chasing up.   
One of the effects of the current lockdown 
has been that people are taking up hobbies 
and interests to keep them occupied while 
working from home. Research has shown 
that, amongst all of the activities that are 
being tried out, the most popular leisure 
activity is reading, with over a third of people 
saying that they are reading more than ever 
before. One person who has recently been in 
the news for her literary talents was the 
young American poet, Amanda Gorman, who 
performed at Joe Biden's inauguration 
ceremony and stole the show with her superb 
performance.  
Amanda Gorman was brought up in Los 
Angeles by a single mother in a deprived part 
of the city. Both Amanda and her twin sister 
were born prematurely, and at pre-school 
class she was diagnosed with a hearing 
condition that gave her a speech impediment. 
Despite these challenges she engaged well 
at school and when she was in Year 3, a 
teacher introduced her to poetry.  She fell in 
love with it from that point onwards. In 2017 
Amanda was named America's first National 
Youth Poet which led her to speak at lots of 
events across the country. It was at one of 
these events that Jill Biden, the future 
President's wife, saw Amanda and, 
remembering the performance three years 
later, invited her to perform at the 
inauguration ceremony.  
It is worth watching her performance on 
Youtube, as both the poem and the 

performance are particularly memorable. She 
wrote it on the same day that thousands of 
Trump supporters attacked the US 
government buildings,  but it is a positive 
poem, full of hope and humour. She says that 
Americans are "the successors of a country 
and a time where a skinny black girl [she 
pointed at herself] descended from slaves 
and raised by a single mother, can dream of 
becoming president, only to find herself 
reciting to one." Her performance led to 
various appearances on news programmes 
and chat shows, while her two forthcoming 
books of poetry quickly became Amazon 
bestsellers and social media responded with 
a whirlwind of positive comments and trends. 
At Elton we will be organising our usual 
series of activities for the forthcoming World 
Book Day in early March. but Amanda 
Gorman's performance was an impressive 
reminder about the impact of reading and the 
power of the spoken word.  
This is the final newsletter before the half 
term break, with the next issue being 
distributed on Wednesday 24th February, 
during the first week of the next half term. 
Hopefully we will be much closer to a wider 
school reopening at that point and we 
will continue to keep you updated as much as 
we possibly can. Thanks again for your 
support during this challenging time and, as 
always, please contact me directly if you have 
any concerns or queries. 
 
Jonathan Wilton, Headteacher 
 wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Knikita Nabb  
Year 10 

During lockdown Year 10 History students are continuing to 
practice applying their knowledge of the Crime and Punishment 
1000- Present Day topic to exam style questions. 
Each Year 10 student was set the challenge of answering the 
following question ‘Robert Peel was a great humanitarian who 
reformed crime and punishment because he cared about the 
people’ How far do you agree? 
This was Knikita’s response which is so detailed and well thought 
out. It also demonstrates her commitment and motivation to 
History. Well done Knikita! 

History  
Department Update 

Bury’s Holocaust Memorial Event took place on Thursday 28th January. Ben O’Brien and Lois Beresford (Year 10) 
represented Elton and pre-recorded their pieces for the virtual event. Religious leaders, council leaders and other 
prominent Bury officials also contributed to the evening. 
The theme for this year was ‘Be the light in the darkness.’ Throughout the evening, we heard stories of the 
darkness of the Nazi regime and of individuals who chose 
to be the light during these dark times. 
Icek Alterman is a Holocaust Survivor who spoke at the 
memorial event. Icek was born in Ozarow, Poland, in 
1928. He was just 13 years old when he saw his mother, 
brother and sister for the final time. Icek was also 
separated from his father and he was sent to Auschwitz. 
In January 1945, Icek and approximately 6000 people 
were taken on a ‘death march’ from the camp to 
Buchenwald in Germany. Two months later, he was 
transported to another concentration camp in the Czech 
Republic. Theresienstadt was liberated by Russian soldiers 
the day before Icek was going to be killed. Icek was one of 
300 Jewish children flown from Prague to Lake 
Windermere, for recuperation and rehabilitation. 
Ben and Lois did an excellent job and both were fantastic 
ambassadors for our school. 

Holocaust Memorial Event 



Year 9 have been designing work which 

commemorates the First World War.  These 

projects were independent research 

homeworks; students researched what it 

was like for soldiers living and fighting in 

the trenches and created a piece of work 

to show what they found out. 

 
Corey Lomax                               
Ellie Fish 
Emily Walton   
Leon Hempel-
Swyers 
Madeleine Wallis 
 

 
Madeleine Carse 
Mitchell Franklin   
Nadirah Gourbin  
Molly McCrory  
Niamh Hardman 
Corey Hoyle 

History Department Update 
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History Department Update 

Year 9 also looked at war remembrance.  After learning about the impact the First World 
War had on the world, they designed a poppy; on each petal, explained a key effect of the 
war.  Here are just a few examples, completed by Miss Ryder’s and Miss Waltham’s classes. 



Miss Jamil would like to congratulate her Year 8 History classes; she has been very 
impressed with all the work that has been handed in so far. 

 This week, year 8 have been writing speeches to argue whether they believe Guy Fawkes 
and the other Gunpowder Plotters were guilty or actually set up by King James I and his 

government.  Here are a few snippets of their work. 

History Department Update 
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Science Department Update 

This week the Y7 students have been studying one 
of the greatest scientific discoveries of the last 100 
years. 
 
At midday on 28 February 1953, Francis Crick and 
James Watson walked into The Eagle pub in 
Cambridge and announced “We have discovered 
the secret of life.” 
 
Earlier that morning, in the nearby Cavendish 
laboratory, the two scientists had discovered the 
structure of deoxyribonucleic acid, or DNA. 
 
This discovery changed the world of science and 
medicine forever. Crick, Watson, and Maurice 
Wilkins shared the Nobel Prize for their work in 
1962. 
 
The Y7 students were asked to make models of this 
famous structure and here are some examples of 
their work.  

All Living things contain DNA and with a few household materials you can have a go at extracting the DNA from a 
strawberry.  If you want to give it a try, then follow this link. 
 

The Sci Guys: Science at Home - SE2 - EP15: Extracting Strawberry DNA - YouTube 

Emma Sullivan 

Amy Houghton 

Amelia Davenport 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=67KXatgoNKs&t=1s


Science Department Update 

Is there life on Mars?  

If you want to get your name sent to Mars or you just want to 
find out more about the perseverance rover, including when 
you can watch it touch down on Mars, then follow this link 

https://mars.nasa.gov/participate/send-your-

name/future/ 

The rover is carrying the names of 10.9 million people.   
The next mission is due to take off in 2026 and some of the Y7 
students have been signing up to make sure their names are 
carried to Mars on that next mission. 

The Y7 students have been marking the fact that the NASA 
perseverance rover is due to land on the surface of Mars in a 
little under three weeks. 

https://mars.nasa.gov/participate/send-your-name/future/
https://mars.nasa.gov/participate/send-your-name/future/






Students in Year 8 have been exploring poetry this term.  Last week they 
were asked to study and respond to the language and ideas in the poem 
'Blessing' by Imtiaz Dharker.  It is a poem inspired by the struggles of those 
living in impoverished communities without continuous or guaranteed 
access to water.  
Students from Mrs Cooper's class wrote about the poet's use of language, 
some created artwork, or chose a piece of an artist's work, in order to 
communicate their own personal 
responses.  A range of which are 
shared on this page: 

Blessing 
'Blessing' by Maya Richardson 

 
The skin cracks like a pod. 

There never is enough water. 
 

Imagine the drip of it, 
the small splash, echo 

in a  tin mug, 
the voice of a kindly god. 

 
Sometimes, the sudden rush 

of fortune. The municipal pipe bursts, 
silver crashes to the ground 

and the flow has found 
a roar of tongues. From the huts, 

a congregation: every man woman 
child for streets around 

butts in, with pots, 
brass, copper, aluminium, 

plastic buckets, 
frantic hands, 

 
and naked children 

screaming in the liquid sun, 
their highlights polished to perfection, 

flashing light, 
as the blessing sings 

over their small bones. 

This artwork reminds me of the poem 
and the situation that the poem is 
written about. The dryness of the floor 
relates to how the people living there's 
skin is described in the phrase, “the skin 
cracks like a pod”. The sun isn’t in this 
artwork, but by the colour of the sky it is 
probably beaming down onto the land. 
This use of the metaphor, “the liquid 
sun” makes you realise how hot it 
actually is and will affect the reader and 
ensure you will be able to imagine how 
hot it is. You can tell in this artwork that 
not many people live here as there is 
only one house that is in this picture. This 
could be because of the extreme heat 
and the lack of water in this area. In 
addition to that, there is only one tree 
nearby meaning that most of the plants 
have most likely dried out from having 
no water. 
By Charlotte Reeves 

There is a crowd of people in the 
background with the pots to fill up 
water. The image represents a 
person splashing the water on their 
face and I have used cool toned 
colours to show how refreshing it 
is; the silver isn’t obvious, but it is 
the water. The scorching sun (in the 
top left corner) is used to show 
how dry and hot it is; that is why all 
of the background is warm toned. 
By GeorgeAnna Walker 

I chose this photo because it 
represents everything that we 
should be grateful for and how 
blessed we are to be living such 
a luxurious lifestyle. It also 
shows how if we have a bad 
day and are feeling down, then 
just remember all your 
privileges and how many 
hardships people from other 
backgrounds face. This also 
represents how people who 
face hardship feel too because 
it also shows the negative side 
to living in poverty. 
By Cameron Reay Thompson 

I put the sea to represent the water 
and the no entry shows how they 
can't have water yet its still there. 
The moon shows how we all share 
the moon so we should share water.  
By Isabel Battersby 

English Department Update 



Thanks to all those students who engaged with the whole school quiz which was sent out early last week. 
Nearly five hundred students took part in the quiz, which covered a mix of general knowledge, music, 
curriculum questions and identifying the mystery Elton teachers! The top ten students are shown below - 
well done to them all! Prizes will be given when the return to school and we are also aiming to host a 
Students vs Teachers quiz, between the top scorers of both sides. Further details to follow.... 

School Quiz Results! 

1. Mikey Carling (11B) 
2. Dex Howarth-Gibbs (8T) 
3. Emily Owen (10H) 
4. Sam Jackson (9L) 
5. Holly Murray (8S) 

6. Imogen Howarth-Gibbs (9S) 
7. Millie Edwards-Ward (8L) 
8. Rebecca Chadwick (9T) 
9. Jacob McDade (11O) 
10. Tilly Armer (8N) 

English Department Update 

Haiku written by  
Sarah Tomlinson in Year 8  An amazing Lego 

Harry Potter tower 
built by Jess Moore 
in 7E  

We would love your unwanted books (as long as they are in good condition!).  
Please place them in the box outside of school reception.  
If you want to be involved in helping us to organise World Book Week as a 
parent, carer, grandparent please contact Mrs Stone via email at 
stonea@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk.   
Please remember your child can access free ebooks of their choice.  
Mrs Stone 



During Mrs Leech’s live lesson on 
Tuesday, Year 11 learnt about the 
pathway pf blood through the heart. 
Here are some example of the pathway 
of blood by Libby Warren and Harry 
Duffy. Next week during a live lesson 
Mrs Leech will be dissecting a lamb’s 
heart to have a more detailed look at 
the four chambers and hopefully the 
aorta! Well done Year 11 for your 
engagement and motivation to keep 
learning at home, it is a pleasure to 
chat with you all every Tuesday.  

PE Department Update 

On Monday 18th January Year 8 took part in a Pause and Play task where they got to design their own games using 

the equipment that showed on their screen. Thank you for all the fabulous entries and we hope they enjoyed 

playing the games that they created.  

Year 11 GCSE 

PE Update  



PE Department Update 

Year 10 have been engaging well in the fitness test challenges from week one.  They are a 
competitive group and the leaderboard has changed several times.  

Most Press-Ups 

Male Female 

Name Total Name Total 

A Yates 60 S Bebbington 60 

L White 47 A Myers 35 

B Sullivan 38 C Small 27 

A Riley 27 T Tatlow 25 

A Coxon 26 E Holland 25 

C Shine 25 L Beresford 20 

Most Squats 

Male Female 

Name Total Name Total 

A Coxon 220 T Tatlow 150 

L Westley 150 C Small 130 

C Kynaston 60 R Richards 120 

A Yates 60 S Bebbington 95 

L Holden 60 K Nabb 83 

L Kneale 52 B Smith 75 

Year 11 Core PE  
 
We want more of you to sign up and join in! 
a3dkvqh 
This week the students have enjoyed a 
Domino’s Pizza challenge. They created their 
favourite pizza then worked out the calories 
and designed a work out to burn it off. Well 
done to all that joined in.  
Just Dance had been requested by students 
and has now been added to the classroom. 
Elton’s best Just Dance songs have been 
loaded into one presentation, so just click on 
the relevant image. Leave any further 
requests to be added in the feedback 
 
Plenty more to select from when you sign up! 



Music Department Update 

Year 7 have been learning about 

the Elements of music.  Here are 

some examples of the posters 

they have been creating
Charlie Campbell

Isabella Woodward (7E4)

Maddie McCrory

Isabella Hirst

Gracie Jacques Ismaeel Ali



Grace Ward Songs I listened to:

‘Lie to me’ by 5 Second of Summer- This song had quite a slow tempo but wasn’t sad as it had a layer of drums and guitars that made it a bit more 

upbeat in the chorus. I would say that this song, mainly, had a high pitch and was quite loud during the chorus which is why it is one of my favourites.

‘Wildflower’ by 5 Seconds of Summer- This song is very upbeat and has a relatively quick tempo,however, all of the verses have a low pitch but when 

the chorus begins it gradually gets higher. Another thing about the chorus that makes it good to listen, is the gradual build up of instruments that make 

the song very cheerful and upbeat.

‘Teeth’ by 5 Seconds of Summer- This song is relatively similar to ‘Wildflower’, pitch wise, meaning it gradually gets higher as it reaches the chorus, it 

is mainly built up of short notes make the tempo very fast, and it is layered with drums and guitars when it reaches the chorus.

‘Be Myself’ by Why Don’t We- This song is completely different to the other song I listened to, it has a very slow tempo, a sad melody, very quiet 

dynamics and quite long and dragged out notes to make it seem more sad, however, it is one of my favourites because of the lyrics not because of the 

sadness of it.

‘Careless whisper’ by George Michael- This song has a very slow tempo with long notes and a sad yet powerful melody, the pitches in this song are 

constantly changing, and the layers of instruments are shown in the chorus.

‘strawberry lipstick’ by YUNGBLUD-This song has a very fast tempo and when the artist sings  it has a very low pitch, it is a very upbeat happy song 

that has lots of layers of drums throughout all of it.

‘Hayloft’ by Mother Mother- This song is similar to ‘strawberry lipstick’ except it has a high pitch.

‘Treat People With Kindness’ by Harry Styles- This song consists of a happy melody and an upbeat rhythm that is instantly recognisable. The drums 

and brass build up to make the chorus and the tempo is consistently fast, making it a very cheerful song to list

As well a
s explorin

g Bandlab students have been lis
tening 

and analysing th
eir f

avourite
 pieces of m

usic using th
e 

Elements.

‘Into it’
  C

hase Atla
ntic

‘Marrie
d in

 Vegas’  T
he Vamps

‘Change your ti
cket’  

One Dire
ctio

n

‘Mr. L
overm

an’ R
icky Montgomery

‘Here Comes The Sun’ T
he Beatle

s

‘Babooshka’ K
ate Bush’

‘Sing Sing Sing’  B
enny Goodman

Songs by Jess Glyne

‘Home’  E
dith

 W
hiskers

‘Highway to
 Hell’A

CDC

Song re
commendatio

ns by year 8

Music Department Update 

We have been looking at why music is so 

important in films.

Students have composed and developed 

ostinatos and drones to add suspense, 

excitement and wonder to a film clip.

9E1 class pick has been the Jaws theme by 

John Williams. The fear inducing ostinato 

definitely made the film a classic. 

duuuunnnn duun... duuunnnnnnnn dun dun dun dun 

dun dun dun dun dun dun dunnnnnnnnnnn dunnnnWell done to the following students for 

engaging with live lessons and continuing to 

compose using Musescore and Noteflight

Emily Dennis

Jack Healy

Daniel Rigby

Luke Taylor

Aimee Birkett

Lydia Wilkinson

Niamh Garner

Caitlin Nowell

Eric Shaw

Mathew Court

Isabelle Sellstrom

Holly Mackay

Amy Barlow

Emily Schofield

Molly Shenton



The Royal Society Young 

People’s Book Prize 

Students from The Elton High School have taken part 
in the Royal Society Young People’s Book Prize 2020. 
Five Year 7 students signed up to become student 
panel members and were tasked with reading and 
reviewing all the books shortlisted for the prize. The 
five panel members were Hollie Cockerham, Isabella 
Hirst, Gracie Jacques, Jess Moore and Grace Smith. 
Unfortunately, their job was made more difficult due 
to Covid-19 restrictions, as the books had to be quar-
antined before being passed between panel mem-
bers, which greatly reduced the time available to read 
the books. With the school being closed at the start of 
term, the panel members were unable to meet in per-
son to choose their favourite book and we had to cor-
respond online instead. I would like to thank them for 
their excellent contributions despite the unexpected 
difficulties they faced.  
Four different books were nominated by the panel 

The six books on this year’s shortlist are all 

available to borrow from the LRC.  

 Astrophysics for Young People in a Hurry – Neil deGrasse Tyson 

 Cats React to Science Facts – Izzie Howell 

 Gut Garden – Katie Brosnan 

 How to Win A Nobel Prize – Barry Marshall 

 In the Key of Code – Aimee Lucido 

 The Everyday Journeys of Ordinary Things – Libby Deutsch          

Further information about the Young People’s Book Prize can be found on the Royal Society website: 
https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemes-awards/book-prizes/young-peoples-book-prize/      
 
Mrs Barker, LRC Manager  

members, but it was finally agreed that the winning 
book should be Cats React to Science Facts by Izzie 
Howell. Our choice has been submitted to the Royal 
Society and the overall winner will be announced later 
this month.  
“I enjoyed being part of the judging panel and all the 
books I read were very good. I think Cats React to Sci-
ence Facts was a deserving nomination and I thought 
it was a perfect read for the intended age group, espe-
cially with the cat-o-meter.” Isabella Hirst Year 7. 
“The Royal Society Young People’s Book Prize brings 
science and literacy together. It inspires young people 
from across the country to read about science and 
promotes the writing of excellent, accessible books 
for under-14’s. The prize is special because young 
people in schools and youth groups from across the 
UK choose the winner.”  

https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemes-awards/book-prizes/young-peoples-book-prize/%20%20%20%20%20%20


MFL Department Update 







The next edition of the Elton Times will be emailed on  
Wednesday 24 February 2021 


