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First issue of the new term:
Full updates about the
lockdown, remote learning and
plans for Year 11 GCSEs
Outstanding examples of
students’ responses to remote
learning
Updates from across the
curriculum
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When the previous Elton Times was sent towards
the end of last term, I did not expect our school
to be placed into a lockdown setup for the start
of the new term. There were obviously increasing
Covid cases and then the government
announcement about schools doing mass testing,
but the situation seemed to escalate at the
beginning of January leading to Boris Johnson's
announcement about a lockdown on 4th January.
I have since tried to keep all parents/carers and
students up to date about our response to the
lockdown and just wish to use this opportunity to
reinforce the main points.








Remote learning - Each student (across all
year groups) should follow his/her daily
timetable through Google Classrooms. Lots
of staff training has taken place since the
first lockdown in the spring and the
students should now be receiving a mix of
live lessons, loom recordings and other
engaging tasks. If there are any issues in
accessing the work then please let me know
directly and it will be picked up by the
relevant staff.
Monitoring - All staff are completing a
monitoring form on a regular basis so that
we have an overview of how the students
are engaging with the work. Wherever
there are cases of students choosing not to
do the work, then we will intervene and
seek to provide support as necessary.
Year 11 students have obviously faced more
disruption and uncertainty than any others,
due
to
the
sudden
government
announcement about GCSE exams. More
information was released at the weekend
and I have provided an update on page 3.
We will continue to keep all those students
and parents as updated as we can about
the assessment plans.
Wider support and routines - We are keenly

aware that this lockdown will have put
strain on the students for a wide number of
reasons. The wellbeing and mental health
of the children is our most important
priority and we will do all that we can to
support them through this period, however
difficult that may be. Weekly assemblies are
being sent to keep them updated and
maintain a sense of routine, form groups
are continuing to be led by tutors on a
weekly basis, phone calls are being made
from staff to as many students as possible,
while our School Counsellor and wider
support team are working flat out to give
the help that is necessary to some
individual students.
Monday’s Student
Development Day will also give the
students a chance to have some breathing
space from the curriculum, with details
shown on the next page.


In school provision - While it is important
that vulnerable students are able to come
into school to access support, we are also
conscious of the need to keep our numbers
as low as possible and we remind parents
that, even if they are key workers, the
advice from the government is that
"parents should keep their child at home if
they can."

The support from parents/carers during the past
couple of weeks has been excellent, while the
response of the students to the remote learning
has also been very positive. This newsletter will
hopefully provide clear information about the
work that is being delivered across different
subject areas and I ask that you read through so
that you are fully updated. Thanks again for your
support and please do not hesitate to contact me
directly if you have any questions, queries or
concerns - wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
Jonathan Wilton
Headteacher

Notice To Parents / Carers of
Key Workers / Vulnerable Students
Monday 25 January—Student Development Day
As you may be aware, next Monday (25th January)
was originally scheduled as a staff training day and
was to be closed for students. However, we have
rearranged staff training plans and will now be having
a Student Development Day on that day instead. The
focus of the day will be mental health and wellbeing,
with a number of activities being planned to give the
students a break from their usual timetables.
While there will still be some staff in school on that
day and we will be open for usual school hours, many
of the activities are best done at home. Therefore we
ask that, if your child has been attending school
during this lockdown period, for that day only they
would be better served doing the activities from home
and should only come in if they are particularly

vulnerable or you have other specific concerns.
We still need to make plans for staffing supervision for
that day and need to have clarity about the smaller
numbers of students who will be in the building. Mrs
Rooks (Acting Deputy Headteacher) has sent an email
with a google form to register the numbers of
students who will still be coming into school. Can you
please respond to that email as soon as possible,
simply confirming whether or not your child will be
attending on that day.
The usual school timetable will resume from the next
day (Tuesday 26th) and the usual arrangements will
be in place for the supervision of the student groups
thereafter.

Year 9 GCSE Pathways
Information Evening

Free School Meals
Voucher Update

On Thursday 21st January at 5pm, there will be a
virtual information evening for Year 9 students and
their parents. Details of how to access the meeting
will be emailed prior to the event.

FSM vouchers were distributed via Wonde last week
which covered the period Monday 4 January until
Friday 15 January 2021. A £30 voucher was provided
for all students eligible for FSM.
On Monday 18 January 2021 the Government opened
their national FSM voucher scheme, via Edenred. We
have ordered £60 vouchers for all students eligible for
FSM which covers the period Monday 18 January until
Friday 12 February 2021.

Covid: Lateral Flow
Testing (LFD) Update
LFD testing is underway within school for those staff
working in the building and all key worker / vulnerable
students.
A reminder for those key worker parents / carers to
please complete the consent form online so your child
can be tested.
To date 89 student and 189 staff tests have been
carried out—all with negative results!

The Government have not committed to providing
FSM vouchers for the February half term holiday.
However, Bury Council have previously stated that
they will fund a further £15 voucher to cover the
holidays. These will be purchased via Wonde closer to
the date.
Please be aware that any FSM students that have a
place in school under Key Worker / Vulnerable
students will receive a meal in school. They will not
receive FSM vouchers in addition.
For any queries relating to FSM vouchers please
contact
Joanna
Filkins
via
email
at
filkinsj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk.

Important Year 11 Notice
GCSE Exams
When they announced the current lockdown at the
start of this term, the government also gave
notice that GCSE exams would not be taking place for
Year 11 "in the usual manner". They have since
confirmed that the grades will be decided through
teacher-based assessments and that there will not be
a 'maths formula' that was used last summer and
which caused such controversy until it was discarded.

The government and exam boards have just
published their draft plans about how grades are
to be assessed and the main points are as
follows. A student’s grade in each subject will be
based on their teachers’ assessment of the
standard at which the student is performing,
using a combination of evidence that might
include:








results from papers provided by exam
boards, but set by teachers to take account
of differential learning. This will be
supported by mark schemes, exemplar
papers, other guidance on standardisation,
and training from exam boards;
non-exam assessment (NEA) in subjects
where it applies (for example, portfolios of
students' work in Art);
other performance evidence such formal
tests, mock exam results and any
substantial work completed by students;
All students can appeal if they don’t believe
their grade reflects the evidence of the
standard at which they were performing.

In terms of timing, the proposals are that:





students are assessed by their teachers in a
period beginning in May into early June;
teachers submit grades to exam boards by
mid-June;
external quality assurance is carried out by
exam boards throughout June;
results are issued to students after the
quality assurance, most likely in early July.

The government is holding a two week period of
consultation to collect as many opinions as possible
about how the grading should work. That consultation
also includes parents and students and the link is as
follows: GCSE Consultation
We assure our Year 11 students that, whatever the
government ultimately decides about the final
methods for grading GCSEs, the teachers at Elton will
act in a consistent, measured manner so that each
student gets the grade that he/she deserves. Teachers
will not use just one piece of information (for
example, the first mock result), and will instead use as
much evidence as possible so that they come to a fair
assessment for each student. There will be another
round of mock exams when the lockdown ends, but
we will give the students plenty of notice about these
exams - they will not be walking through the door on
the first day back and sitting an exam! Moreover, the
exams and any further assessments will be testing the
students on the knowledge and skills that they have
studied and we will not be carrying out any
assessment about topics that they have not yet
learned about.
At the moment, all of the Year 11 students need to
work with the understanding that they will still
receive valid GCSE grades in the summer and that
the grades will be decided by the school. They need to
respond and work accordingly during this lockdown
period.
We will continue to provide updates as soon as we
have more information, though as always, I can be
contacted directly if any students or parents have any
particular questions or queries.
Jonathan Wilton, Headteacher
wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk

Live Online Lessons Update
Feedback from students suggests that so far our live lessons are being well received. Teachers will always
try to give 24 hours notice of a live lesson, before posting a link to a Google Meet in the class stream
when the lesson is ready to start. To support you in engaging in these lessons, please see our
expectations below.

Student expectations:

Parent expectations:

 Students should be aware that all sessions are

 Try to support students in finding a sensible place

recorded by the teacher
The school’s Behaviour Policy should be upheld at
all times: be Ready, Respectful and Safe
The session link should not be shared to any other
parties, nor should the session be recorded by a
student
Make sure that on entry your microphone is on
mute and throughout the session your camera is
off
Students may ask questions directly to the teacher
via the chat/comment box or via their microphone
Language must be appropriate, including any
family members in the background
Students should use the designated Google
Classroom to communicate with their teachers and
ask questions if they do not understand/require
help within normal school time hours.

to work
 Be aware that, during a live lesson, language must
be professional and appropriate, including any
family members in the background
 Refrain from interacting with the session: live
lessons are aimed at students only.
 Contact the relevant teacher, via phone or email,
with any queries or concerns or alternatively the
school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead if the
concern is of a safeguarding nature.










Parental Information:
Remote Learning
While they are unable to attend school, students at home should
follow their timetable as far as possible. Work will be posted in
the relevant Google Classroom within five minutes of the time a
lesson is due to start. It may be posted earlier than this, but will
be no later.
Google Classroom can be accessed on a PC or laptop, or through
the apps available from the Google Play Store (Android) or Apple
App Store on any phone or tablet. Please let us know as soon as
possible if your child is unable to access a device for at least part
of the school day.
Home learning will be a mix of:
 Live Online Lessons/ Part Lessons
 Lessons using pre-recorded video material from teachers,
which will be posted as an Assignment in Google Classroom
 Tasks for students to complete independently – either using
Google Docs or on paper
Teachers will set work using the medium they feel most
appropriate for the learning taking place that day and will include
in every task details of how work should be submitted. This may
be through a Google Doc or a photograph of work completed at
home.
If students are sharing devices, we understand that they may be
unable to attend live lessons, or need to complete work at other
times. No immediate deadlines will be set for the completion of
work.
Teachers can be contacted via email during normal working hours.
While students are working at home, they should follow the

typical year 11 school day if possible. This is:
Period 1: 8.45am – 9.45am
Period 2: 9.45am – 10.45am
Break: 10.45am – 11am
Period 3: 11am – 12pm
Period 4: 12pm – 1pm
Period 5: 1.30pm-2.30pm
Form time/assembly: 2.30pm – 3pm

The form time/assembly slot should be used for organisation of
resources, submission of work as needed and preparation for the
following day. Once a week, a link to a virtual assembly will be
emailed to all students
How can you support?
 Ensure students are able to log on to Google Classroom using
their school email address and password. The school email
address is username@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
 Forgotten passwords can be reset by contacting school.
 Particularly during the first few days, students may receive a
larger number of emails than usual. It might be helpful for you
to look at these together if possible.
 Encourage students to keep all of the materials they may need
for school work (pens, paper etc) in one place.
 Show an interest in learning: ask students what they have
done, what they have enjoyed and what they may have found
difficult.
 If a student is struggling, encourage a problem-solving
approach using the three Bs – Brain (What do you already
know which might help?) Buddy (Can a friend help?) Book (Is
there any useful information online, in the planner or in a
book which might help?)
 If students need to contact teachers, you can support them to
send an email in a professional and appropriate manner; we
know students are sometimes nervous about emailing us
directly
 If a student falls behind with work, please contact school. It is
usually better to start from today as trying to “catch up” on
missed lessons can be a daunting task.
 Encourage regular screen breaks and physical activity.

7N’s Big Breakfast!

At the end of last term, 7N were treated to our “Big
Breakfast” reward. This was due to them achieving
three weeks of 100% punctuality. They all had a
choice of bacon, egg, sausages, hash browns, beans
and toast along with vegetarian options too.
Yummy!!

Wellbeing Award Update
Since September 2018, we have been
actively looking at how we can
promote and improve the wellbeing
of both staff and students at The
Elton High School. Wherever possible
we have made adaptations and
improvements to our services and
practice to raise awareness of mental
health issues and offer practical
support.
In October 2018 we carried out some parent, student
and staff voice to identify our strengths and areas for
improvement in regards to Wellbeing. This has helped
us to review our practices and make improvements
where possible.
Some of the actions and improvements have included:













The employment of a full time counsellor
Additional staffing to support students (another
behaviour mentor)
Additional Student Development Days to focus
upon mental health and wellbeing
Assemblies about mental health and wellbeing
More 1:1 mentoring for key students
Stress and anxiety workshops for Year 11
students
Access to useful online resources (including
KOOTH)
Additional support from an Early Mental Health
Practitioner
Free refreshments for staff at break
Golden Weeks for staff (no after school
meetings)
Staff training about mental health and
wellbeing

Since March 2020 we have been acutely aware of the
need to put additional and different measures in place
to support health and wellbeing. For students, these
measures have included the use of the school
newsletter, regular e mail updates, information on the
website, personalized phone calls home and face to
face/online meetings where further support has been
needed.
To measure our success and demonstrate our ongoing
commitment to support the health and wellbeing, we
would like to run the parent, students and staff
surveys again (week beginning January 25th). This will
provide a welcome opportunity to review progress in
this aspect of our work and will also enable us to
gather information and ideas to support further
improvements. YOUR VIEWS MATTER.
Emails and links to the survey will be sent out on
January 25th. The survey will be LIVE until January 29th.
Your support will be greatly appreciated and the
additional information that you provide will help us to
consider our next steps and to gather evidence to
achieve the nationally recognized “WELLBEING
AWARD FOR SCHOOLS”.

Maths Department Update
Securing the Basics - Times Tables
Maths teachers have long known that knowledge of time tables
is essential to make progress in mathematics. On a noncalculator paper, not being able to recall quickly times table
facts slows down the rate of answering questions, and results in
needless working out. I had the good fortune a few years ago
to meet Dr Roy Paget (pictured below), a neuroscientist, who
has taught children all over the world from Miami to Moscow.
In his opinion, children know their times tables if they can give
the answer within two seconds. It should require no thinking,
almost like stating your address or date of birth.
Parents may wonder what they can do during this period of lockdown to support their child in mathematics. One
thing is simple and would have a lasting impact. That is to test your child on their times tables. A simple 5/10
minutes a day will make a difference if they are not secure by Dr Paget’s definition.

If you purchased an Alexa-enabled device on Black
Friday or over Christmas, Alexa can also help in
building confidence with times-tables.
Try this:
You: “Alexa enable times tables”
Alexa: Which times tables do you want to practise?
You: “Seven”
Alexa: In order or mixed?
You: “Mixed”
Alexa: What is six times seven? etc…
Next time you play – just say “Alexa open times
tables”

If your child does not have access to an Alexa
device, they can use Times Table Rockstars, which
is an app that Elton subscribes too. Please email
me if your child does not know their login/
password.
Many thanks for your support.

Mr Wilson
Head of Mathematics
(email: wilsond:eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk)

Maths Coach is another free Alexa skill
which can help with mental mathematics
questions.

English Department Update
All Year 10 students are advised to obtain copies of
the set texts for English Literature. These are:

Lockdown? Again!

-

Emma Wild (Year 11) reports on how to look after
ourselves in a lockdown.

William Shakespeare: Macbeth
JB Priestley: An Inspector Calls
Charles Dickens: A Christmas Carol

Having their own copy of the text means that students
can make their own annotations and highlight
important quotations, making the text itself a revision
resource. It also helps to have a hard copy for home
learning as it reduces the amount of screen-reading
that students have to do, saving their eyes, and it
means that students don’t have to keep swapping
between the work and the text on their device, which
can make working on an extract difficult.
Mr Pauline, Head of English

Lockdown Poetry
During this half-term, the English Department are
pleased to be running a poetry competition for Years
7 and 8.
The title of the competition is 'Lockdown Poetry' and
we would like you to submit a poem that you feel
represents some aspect or aspects of your
experiences over the next few weeks whilst we are in
a nationwide lockdown.
To enter the competition, please refer to your English
Google Classroom where your teacher has posted
details. An entry will be selected from both a boy and
a girl, with the prize being an Amazon gift voucher to
the sum of twenty pounds!

Year 9 Competition: Dystopian Fiction
This half-term, Year 9 are studying an exciting range of
Dystopian Fiction and will eventually write their own
Dystopian-style text for their assessment. To support
and develop their learning, Mrs Barker, our fantastic
school librarian, has compiled a list of books available
to read through AccessIt.
Any Year 9 student who takes out one of the books
from the Dystopian reading list will be entered
automatically into a prize draw and could potentially
win a £20 Amazon Voucher!

Year 11 Transactional Writing
Our Year 11 students have been working hard over
the last week perfecting their transactional writing
skills as part of their GCSE preparations. Here are a
selection of reviews from Mrs Cooper's class, and
articles from Mrs Stone's class:

Here we are again, in what seems to be a repetitive cycle of
staying indoors, online learning and self isolation. It feels
endless, like we are drowning whilst the countries around
us have a boat. However, this time but we’ve been through
it before. However, this time we are stronger than ever.
This time we are ready. This time we will save the lives of
thousands of people.
The thought of being stuck indoors and being unable to see
your friends may seem daunting to you and it’s probably
the same for most people. We need to adapt to the
situation and use our time to our advantage.
Many of our regular hobbies-it is true- have been cancelled.
There are no sports anymore, restaurants are closed, shops
are shut. So many doors being closed can also open more
doors for learning new skills and attaining new hobbies.
That book that’s been gathering dust on your shelf may
begin to look more appealing to read. The old acoustic
guitar that was carelessly tossed into a cupboard has the
potential to play the most iconic rock songs of all if you give
it a chance. Public footpaths you never knew about
surround your house and beg to be explored. Try new
things.
Online learning. No student likes to hear that phrase. That
phrase to us means sitting in our bedroom for five hours
aimlessly staring at a computer screen covered with words
and equations. It’s boring but it has to be done. Falling
behind on your work will only add to the stress you’re
feeling at the moment. You need to remember that
learning is fun even though it may not seem like it.
Education is important. Stay calm, manage your workload
efficiently, ask for help.
Surviving a global pandemic can have detrimental effects
on anyone, young or old. Your mental health is more
important than anything else including schoolwork. Take
breaks when you need to. Don’t feel guilty about it,
everyone understands it’s a tough time. Talking to others,
socialising safely following guidelines, exercising will benefit
you mentally and physically and you will soon forget the
misery we are all living in at the minute. Everything will be
okay. Prioritise yourself.
Before we know it, our time spent in lockdown will soon be
over and we will be reflecting on what we have
experienced. Our country is united and stronger than ever.
Selflessly, everyone is sticking together to fight the virus. It
may feel never ending now but soon in the future, we will
be thankful for the lessons living in a pandemic taught us.

English Department Update
The Importance of well-being during Covid19
Gemma Foy (Year 11) gives her guide to protecting
well-being in three easy steps
I think we all know how difficult these last 10 months
have been for all of us. Mental health is so importanteven for our physical well-being- so having been stuck
indoors for months, with no one to see or nowhere to
go, I knew I had to occupy myself somehow. Here’s
how I did it in 3 easy steps.
1. Exercise
Exercise is a key activity in everybody's lives to ensure
you keep fit and healthy. It is also the key to
improving your mental well-being. Ashish Sharma,
from the Medical Centre in the University of
Nebraska, says that “Aerobic exercises such as
walking, jogging and even gardening, have been
proved to reduce anxiety and depression”. Even
taking a brisk walk down to the shop every day for
some milk does people the world of good for you and
your mental health and well-being.
2. Relaxation
Relaxation is also another key activating factor in
keeping your well being under control, along with
exercise. Running a lovely, hot, bubbly bath is going to
destress you and take your mind off anything which
may be worrying or troubling you. You could even
turn the main light off and light some tea lights
around the bath to make it even more cosy and

relaxing. Reading a book in the bath is also a great
way to relax. It sets your mind onto something
different. When your mind is fixed to another story,
you forget about all the things you may be anxious
about in your life and you attach yourself into the
story and not what is going on around you.
3. Doing things you enjoy
Doing things you enjoy daily is a great way to take
your mind off anything which may be troubling you at
this difficult time during lockdown. Maybe get your
exercise in - take a walk down to your nearest shop
and pick up a few ingredients for baking a cake or
baking some biscuits.
Baking is brilliant because you are too engrossed in
wanting to make sure it goes to plan, that you don’t
even think about anything else. It’s all about the cake
and watching it bake as the minutes swiftly go by on
the timer. So, therefore baking is a brilliant way to
improve your mental well being and take your mind
off the bad things that are happening in everybody’s
lives.
We have all faced different situations and experiences
over the past 10 months, but one thing that we all
have in common is that we all have each other. When
times are difficult, maybe take these things into
consideration; I’m sure you will feel much better
afterwards.

Looking After Yourself
Lockdown - It’s Hard!

changing your clothes will help your mental health.

in

Heather Lansdale (Year 11) gives her guide on
looking after yourself in lockdown
Everyone knows that life in a pandemic is hard
enough - worrying about family, schoolwork and
catching the disease itself is already a massive weight
on your shoulders. Adding having to look after
yourself on top of that can feel impossible. However,
even if you might not think so, your personal
wellbeing is arguably the most important thing to look
after right now. So how can you ensure that you’re
looking after yourself properly?
Firstly, you’ve got to make sure you're keeping up on
hygiene. You should always prioritise your own
health, even over school. Shower every day, brush
your teeth twice a day, take your dishes downstairs just the little things can make a difference to your
mental health. Even though it can be super hard
during times like these, something as simple as

As well as looking after your own health, you can also
try to support others around you; this can benefit you
both! Messaging a friend, watching some telly with
your mum, reaching out to someone from your maths
that you wouldn’t usually talk to. It can all make a
positive change! Being completely isolated can take a
huge toll on you, so just having any human
interaction, although difficult, can be really beneficial.
Finally, considering we’re all trapped at home, it’s the
perfect time to pick up something you’ve always
wanted to do. Who knows, you could be the next Van
Gogh, Madonna or Tom Daley? Find yourself a new
hobby! In the short term, you’ll be entertained, but in
the longer run you’ll have a talent you can put your
time into. Fun stuff!
Remember to stay at home and be safe, and search
for the light at the end of the tunnel. Things will get
better, and you should try to do everything you can to
make lockdown a slightly more pleasant experience.

English Department Update
Keeping your mind healthy during
lockdown: By Macy Kerr (Year 11)
Another day, another lockdown. It is getting to the
stage where we all feel like it is never going to end.
Days and days have been spent cooped up inside with
not much at all to do and this can have a serious
impact on our well being.
At the beginning, I found it extremely difficult
however, I have found some tips along the way on
how to keep the best possible mental state during
these difficult times.
Stick to your daily routine! Although staying in bed all
day in pyjamas only getting out to make a visit to the
fridge may sound appealing, it can easily lead to
having a feeling that you haven’t accomplished
anything in the day. Let’s be honest, you haven’t
really. By getting up, having a shower, having
breakfast and getting ready for the day, you will
instantly feel more productive and be more inclined
to do something with your day.
Set yourself goals that you want to achieve during the
next day the night before and tick them off as you go.
Then at the end of the day, you can look at your
completed to do list and feel proud that you have
achieved something that day even if the tasks were
fairly small.
During your daily routine, make sure that you are
making the effort to stay in contact with friends and
family whether this be on a socially distanced walk or
catching up online. These conversations with them
can provide a period of time to forget about the world
that we’re living in at the moment and means you can
focus on something else.
My next piece of advice is to focus on the positives. I
know that that phrase is used a lot and can be so
difficult to actually carry out but, even in the situation
that we’re in at the moment, there are positives that
come from each day. For example a huge recent
positive would be the release of the vaccination. Or to
focus more on day to day tasks, even managing to
tidy and clean your room is a positive that you can
reflect on.
It can be so easy to just wallow in the fact that the
pandemic and the lockdown is far from ideal and is
highly distressing without having a perspective on the
small achievements that you have day to day.
To make this easier, write them down. Find three
positive things each day and keep a record of them to
read over when you’re feeling particularly down.
Before you know it, you will be recognising things as

achievements and positives that you didn’t realise
before which will increase your overall well being.
My final piece of advice is to acknowledge that these
are extremely difficult times that we are living in and
give yourself credit for getting through each day and
each piece of news that we receive. Be sympathetic
towards yourself and make the effort to make time to
relax and destress as much as possible.
Winding down from the day is more important than
ever before as we’re all more likely to be experiencing
higher levels of stress day to day. Take the time to
have a relaxing bath, watch an easy going film or do a
hobby that you enjoy.
We all need to also remember to be sympathetic
towards one another, everybody is stressed and
anxious and this needs to be remembered. If a friend
is a little snappier than usual or your mum is getting
annoyed more easily than normal, don’t begin an
argument, as difficult as that they be. Allow them
some space and offer your support where you can.
We as a community need to keep in mind that this
pandemic will come to an end, things will return to
normal at some point. Yes, we don’t know when that
will be but we have each other for support and we will
get through it together.

Excellent book review by
Lily Murray in Year 7!

TGIs
makes Department
us wish it was Friday
every day!
English
Update
Lucy Rigg (Year 11) review on TGI Friday’s Restaurant
TGI Fridays, the restaurant chain that's been opening more
restaurants in recent years than ever before, has been
taking the world by storm since its opening in 1965 with
their delicious diner-style food resulting in over 800
restaurants in 60 countries!
The last time I had the chance to visit, I was pleasantly
surprised by the service, as there was someone there to
greet us upon arrival. The queue had been out the door
when we first got there, clearly showing people’s love for
the food, but this quickly shortened and we swiftly got a
table inside not long after. We managed to get a table on
the day, but it's always best to book in advance to secure
your spot.
The inside of the restaurant however is astonishing- there is
always something to look at, old records and photographs
or, in some, the giant canoe suspended from the ceiling all
adds to the trendy vintage diner feel of the restaurant.
There is always lively music playing and plenty of colouring
booklets and crayons to keep little ones entertained. But, if
you’re the kind of parent who loves to embarrass your kids,
make sure you ask a waiter for the birthday song on their
birthdays. It's very funny and a laugh for the whole familywell apart from one- I should know.
Now the food offers a very impressive range: there were
plenty of options from chicken strips to your classic
American burger. There are also plenty of options for
vegetarians and vegans and a separate menu for kids. On
our last visit, we enjoyed cheese nachos, topped with salsa,
guacamole and sour cream and cheesy mozzarella dippers
for our starters, which we found was a yummy way to start
our dining experience without getting too full. The portions
were a good size and the food was nice and warm. Which
leads me on to the mains: a favourite of ours has always
been the sesame chicken strips- lovely tender chicken
coated in a barbeque glaze and served with house fries.

They are extremely delicious and very popular. Which was
certainly the case for us.
But when we have had the pleasure of trying their sweet
treats, the ‘Brownie Obsession’ was a must have. There is
also a wide variety of drinks to try too with your regular
fizzy drinks and juices and all different kinds of unique
alcoholic beverages to suit your preference. There are also
mocktails for those of you who don’t fancy the alcohol but
still want something a bit more fun. If you love fruit, you
should definitely try their ‘Strawberry Fields’ mocktail as it
is most refreshing.
More recently, the restaurant unfortunately hasn’t been
allowed to open due to COVID-19 restrictions, but during
this time they began a takeaway service, where you could
order food and schedule a pick-up time so you can enjoy
your favourite foods at home whilst also supporting the
staff who work there.
TGI Fridays is always an enjoyable experience in my
experience and usually a go to restaurant if I get to choose
where to eat. The food is scrumptious and each restaurant
offers an enjoyable experience so don’t miss out on going
because you certainly won’t regret it!

The Four Seasons
You can’t wait for the Summer, so you can have lots of fun
And then when Winter comes you need some sun
You can feel the Autumn breeze
And you can see there are no longer leaves
Then comes Spring and the cherry blossom tree
Its pink petals make me so happy
These are the four seasons
A blanket of snow is every kids dream
The detailed snowflakes are so delicate
Winter is also the happiest time of year
When Santa Claus comes and says HO HO HO
You open the presents and get so excited
And then Spring comes your so delighted
It's like the fields are rainbows at Spring time
Because of all the flowers and the different kinds
The Bluebells dance

And the daffodils sing
Because it's that time of year
It's time for Spring
Bang, crash, boom Summer is here
Everyone give a ‘Yay’ and a big loud cheer
It's time for school break
Where are you gonna go!
Italy, Spain, France
Who knows?
The final season and then it all starts over
The whistle of the wind
The fallen leaves
The empty branches
It’s the most tranquil season of them all
And the Americans know it as Fall
Imogen Roddy, Year 8

English Department Update
Rio’s been scoring a few hat-tricks with his
excellent Italian restaurant!
Aimee Birkett (Year 11) review on Rosso Restaurant
Have you recently been trying to plan a meal out with your
friends or partner but don’t know where to book? If so, I’ve
found you the perfect place! Why not try ‘Rosso’?
Rosso first came to Manchester back in 2009 when Rio
Ferdinand decided to take up an opportunity to work in the
hospitality industry and let’s just say, he managed to score
some almighty goals with that one.
When you first walk into this ‘palace’, you are initially
greeted with heart-warming smiles from two extremely
polite doormen who are dressed in smart black suits. After
that, you are welcomed by two very helpful members of
the team to take the name of your reservation and to hang
any outdoor-wear you may have in a safe place until your
time of leaving. Then, there is an option to sit comfortably
in the luxurious bar-area and admire the divine, marble
decor or to be escorted straight to your table. If you decide
to stay in the bar area, there are many unimaginable (but
delightful) concoctions of drinks to choose from, for
example, the outstanding wine list - ranging from £25 to
£5000 - or if you just fancy a soft drink, there is the option
of coke and lemonade instead. It is also possible to watch
the fascinating bar staff mixing up the incredible cocktails
(also available at the bar) to delight your taste buds.
The ambience is highly uplifting and the restaurant is
generally jam-packed with customers enjoying the same
luscious experience. Once you have been seated at your
table, your waiter will supply you with the menus which are
full of excellent choices.
Firstly, there is a grand choice of starters ranging from
around £12-£17 including ‘sliced cured Sardinian lamb’
which is a 10/10 from me. Also, if you prefer to have just a
light bite, there is the option to have nibbles which include
various flavours of bruschetta, garlic bread, olives and
more.
Moving on to the mains, ranging from around £13 to £40,
you have a variety of wonderful options to choose from including buckwheat tagliatelle with smoked chicken,
lemon and oregano. They have vegetarian options too, for
example, ‘Pizza Arrabbiata’ (Margherita pizza). On the
opposite side of the menu, there are a large number of
drinks to choose from - from wines and spirits to mocktails
and soft drinks. If you decide that you would like to have
smaller meals with a set price, there is a set menu provided
that is £22 for three-courses.
When your meal arrives, make sure to have a napkin or a
tissue at the ready because I promise you, it will make your
mouth water. The food is cooked to perfection, with warm
steam rising into the air, bringing the delightful smells up to
the tip of your nose.
After you have finished your starters and mains, your

waiter will politely ask if you would like a glance at the
dessert menu or some coffees to finish off your experience
in style (let me tell you, if you feel as though you could
manage one, you won’t regret it!). When the dessert menu
arrives, they have many different choices from ice cream
and chocolate fudge cake to creme bruleé. If you’re feeling
naughty, there is also an option to have a dessert trio which
will melt in your mouth!
When your experience is coming to an end, you have the
option to dine out for even longer in the bar area if you’re
feeling spontaneous. If not, a member of staff will get your
belongings out of the cloakroom for you and will be
available to help you to book a second tremendous
experience so you can treat yourself again in the future (If I
were you, I’d jump at the chance for a second time! Your
future self will be grateful).
In conclusion, Rosso is a fabulous outing for you and your
friends or your partner (or even to take your family along) if
you want a relaxed dine out with splendid food or just to
‘pop’ in for a drink.

MFL Department Update
Year 9 French
This week the students have been
completing tasks about healthy eating. As
part of their written tasks, they were asked
to produce a poster, and here are some of
the fantastic submissions that we have had
so far. Well done, Year 9!

PE Department Update
In our Year 9 PE lesson this week pupils had to
choose a Subway sandwich of their choice.
Once this was done, they had to add up all the
calories that each item of their sandwich
consisted of. Once they had the amount of
calories, they had to choose exercises from a
workout option sheet. This told them how
many calories each exercise would burn off. A
bit of maths knowledge was needed at this
point! They then had to design a workout
programme of their own to burn off the
calories.
Well done to everyone who
participated this week. Keep active everyone!

RESULTS FROM CHOICE OF BREADS.

RESULTS FOR WORKOUT PLAN TO
BURN OFF CALORIES IN YOUR SUB.

YEAR 9 SUBWAY
WORKOUT!
W H AT D I D Y O U C H O O S E ?

RESULTS FROM CHOICE OF FILLING.

THANK YOU
TO ALL OF
YEAR 9
T H AT T O O K
PART IN
THE
S U B W AY
WORKOUT!
L O T S O F G R E AT
PHOTOGRAPHS WERE
SHARED WITH US SO SEE
I F YO U C A N S P OT
YO U R S E L F !

PHOTOS!

PHOTOS.

PE Department Update

Year 8: The Elton Lockdown Games
On Monday 11th January, Year 8 were challenged to take part in The Elton Lockdown Games and over 100
students took up the challenge! Challenges included target teabags, SOUPerbowl and target loo roll amongst
many others. Year 8 had to use their wit and skill to complete the challenger and legendary status challenges.
Feedback and winners of all the challenges have been posted on the Year 8 Google Classroom. Certificates have
been posted home to the winners. Well done and thank you for taking part!

Year 11 Core PE
Class Code: a3dkvqh
Since the start of lockdown a number of Year 11 students have
been accessing the core PE classroom. There are different
activities set each week. So far we have had “fun fitness tests”
and “Netflix”.
In fun fit tests 31 students completed the tests. In the press up
challenge the highest was 46 press ups in one minute. In the
squat challenge the girls performed brilliantly while the step up
challenge was also a great success. Students recording their
heart rates showed how hard they had worked.
Netflix—This week ‘Netflix’ has been used in core PE. This
allows students to click on a link and that directs them to a
work out. The google form attached allows them to show how
hard they have worked and provide feedback on the activity.
Response to Feedback—The pupils have enjoyed the content
so far and there is plenty more to come. Requests have been
made by students in the feedback forms and new content
created to match the requests. Just like the “warm up” and
“cool down” videos for students completing other exercise
programs. Not all of year 11 have signed into the class so
please see the code and come and join in!

PE Department Update
Year 11 Core PE Class Code a3dkvqh
https://classroom.google.com/c/MTk1NjY3NjcwMzc2?cjc=a3dkvqh
Year 10 Core PE Class Code uh23qxw
https://classroom.google.com/c/MTk1NjY3NjcwMjcz?cjc=uh23qxw
Year 9 PE Class Code 5a2m7pb
https://classroom.google.com/c/MTk1NjY3NjYzNDc1?cjc=5a2m7pb
Year 8 PE Class Code ju6t6yy
https://classroom.google.com/c/MTk1NjY3NjYzNDUx?cjc=ju6t6yy
Year 7 PE Class Code rbmdkdb
https://classroom.google.com/c/MTk1NjY3NjYzMzU0?cjc=rbmdkdb

Thank you for all your support
as always.
To follow:- PE sessions work
for all years for The ET.
PE Department

LRC News
EBOOKS ADDED TO SCHOOL LIBRARY CATALOGUE

At the end of last term, the Elton High School joined
a consortium of secondary school libraries in the UK
that share the use of a huge collection of eBooks
provided by Wheelers ePlatform, a leading digital
library provider. Students can now find eBooks
available to borrow when they browse Accessit, the
school library catalogue, or they can download the
Wheelers ePlatform app and search for and read
books on their mobile phone, tablet, iPad or Kindle
fire.
School library eBooks can be borrowed in the same
way as ordinary library books. Students can borrow
up to two books for two weeks. If they need longer
and the book is still available, they can renew it for
two more weeks. Students will receive an email
notification when their book is due to be returned
and at the end of the loan period the book will be
automatically returned and removed from the
student’s device. The first time they borrow an
eBook, students will be asked to sign in. It is

important that they sign in using their school email
address and password. A personal email address will
not be recognised.
When an eBook is downloaded, students can choose
to change the colour of the background, font size and
style and line spacing. This is particularly useful for
students with dyslexia or other visual impairments
and will create a more accessible and enjoyable
reading experience.
The addition of eBooks to the school library will
greatly increase access to books for many students. If
any student is unable to access eBooks for any reason,
or would prefer to borrow a paper copy, they can
email Mrs Barker (barkerc@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk)
and request to borrow a book from the school library.
You can visit our eLibrary at: https://
eltonhigh.eplatform.co/
You can visit Accessit library at: https://
uk.accessit.online/thl02/#!dashboard
Mrs Barker, LRC Manager

Science Department Update
Miss Martin and Mr Khan's class have been looking
at the skeleton. Pupils have sent in pictures of their
home-made skeletons using household objects and
labelled them.

'Dear Mr Wilton,
I am writing this letter to you to tell you all
about the deadly disease called the bone snatchers
disease. I don’t know how you have caught this but I
may have an idea of how you could have caught it
such as the following: you could have caught it from
a person, an object that someone has touched or
from eating such things. To help you to recover from
this, I will tell you the role of the skeleton and
explain why they are important.
The skeleton is important because without it you
would be just a blob of organs on the floor. A few of
the roles of the skeleton will be listed now: allows
movement- your skeleton supports your body
weight to help you stand up and move; produces
blood cells- bones contain bone marrow, red and
white blood cells are produced in bone marrow;
protects and supports organs- your skull shields your
brain, your ribs protect your heart and lungs, and
your backbone protects your spine; finally, stores
minerals- bones hold your body’s supply of minerals
like calcium and vitamin D.
With this new disease that is going around it will
make you lose different parts of your body slowly.
As you can see from the paragraph above, this will
really effect you and you will slowly start to die.
Right now there is a cure but it is very rare to find
and we are trying to get more of it every second of
the day. The cure is Middlemist red, If you have any
idea of how we could find this then please contact.
From yours sincerely, Abigail Hulse, Year 7'

The examples below are two particularly impressive
letters that pupils wrote during an online lesson. The task
was to write a letter to Mr Wilton to inform him about the
role of the skeleton. Mr Wilton has been diagnosed with a
deadly (but thankfully fictitious disease) called Bone
Snatcher's Disease. The two pupils have explained this to
him in the letters.
'Dear Mr Wilton,
I am writing to you today to inform you on the
subject of your current illness, it is called BONE SNATCHERS
DISEASE.
BONE SNATCHERS DISEASE is a serious pandemic sweeping the
Earth right now. This disease is spread by livestock. For example, if
a cow carries this disease, there would be a high chance that you
would drink its milk and the disease would travel through your
throat and into your bloodstream, then it would seep into your
joints. This is so they can disconnect them and seep into your bone
marrow, slowly eating it away. Basically meaning your bones will
start to rot and then deteriorate.
Your skeletal system is vital in keeping you alive. One reason is for
protection, if you had no bones there would be nothing to protect
your organs when you fall over or bump into someone, meaning a
small bump could be lethal for your health. They are also there for
support. Our bones hold our internal organs in place and without
them, our organs would just flop down and probably fall to the
bottom of our body. The final reason I’m going to tell you is for us
to be able to stand. Without our bones keeping our muscles in
place, our muscles wouldn’t be able to tense and stretch for us or
even stay upright without or amazing bones.
What I’m trying to say Mr Wilton is that if you don’t seek urgent
medical attention. Your internal organs will sink to the bottom of
your body, you won't be able to walk and finally if you stay in one
place for too long then you will go into cardiac arrest and your
internal organs will turn into sludge due to the intense heat of
your body.
Yours Truly, Hayden Heap, Year 7’

Art Department Update
The Art Department has risen to the challenge of
delivering Art, Textiles and Photography at home. The
themes for projects are ; Year 7 Portraiture, Year 8 Colour
Theory , Year 9 Art Cubism and Yr 9 Photography David
Hockney digital collage. Year 10 Art are working on still
life studies, Year 10 Textiles are producing embroidery
and Year 10 Photography are continuing with Formal
Elements. Year 11 Art , Textiles and Photography are
continuing with their current project and developing ideas
towards a final piece. We have organised packs of
materials for GCSE students to collect so they are all able
to carry out the tasks. We have been delighted with the
students’ responses and we are looking forward to seeing
the fantastic results which are shared in the newsletter.

The Lowry launches timetable of free
creative activities to support positive mental
health in lockdown
The Lowry has released details of a new
timetable of free creative activities for children
and adults to enjoy from home during the new
national lockdown.
Launching on Tuesday (19 January) with ‘Under
7s Dance Yourself Happy’, the programme is
entitled Creativity for Wellbeing and is led by
professional artists and workshop practitioners.
Each activity will run on the same day and time
each week for at least the next five weeks to
enable those home-schooling to factor events
into daily lesson plans.
Events will be delivered on Zoom or
livestreamed on Facebook.
The full list of confirmed events are:

Under 7s Dance Yourself Happy: Every
Tuesday at 9.30am for 30 minutes.

Colour and Craft: Every Wednesday at
12.30 for 30 minutes.

LS Lowry inspired drawing: Every
Wednesday at 6.30pm for 2 hours.

The Sea Within: Yoga & Mindfulness for
children: Every Thursday at 12.30 for 30
minutes.

Creative
writing
&
poetry:
Every Thursday at 6.30pm for 2 hours.



Walkeoke: Every Friday at 11am for 45
minutes.
No experience or skills are required to take part.
All are welcome.
Julia Fawcett OBE, chief executive of The Lowry,
said: “Our Creativity for Wellbeing timetable is
designed to boost people’s mood, enhance their
energy and promote a sense of calm.
“We hope that in offering a fixed schedule of
events people will be able to easier-factor them
into their working day, lesson plan and other
personal or family commitments.”
For more information about the events on offer,
please
visit:
www.thelowry.com/
CreativityForWellbeing
Mr Thomas, Assistant Head of Art

Art Department Update
Art Class Codes Reminder:All Y7 students should make sure they are in this class: jwfxjk3
All Y8 students should make sure they are in this class: f5y5g5h
All Y9 ART students should make sure they are in this class: sqr2kzv
All Y9 PHOTOGRAPHY students should make sure they are in this class: 6uxvuum

We have already had some fantastic work
submitted by all year groups - well done
everyone! We must give special mentions to:
Year 7 - Isabella Pike, Amber Atkinson, Niamh Brooks, Ben
Chappell, Chloe Cottingham, Darcy Cross, Amelia Davenport,
Rosa Dickinson, Idrees Fiaz, Skye Fletcher-Hill, James Graham,
Annabelle Griffin, Issabella Hirst, Abigail Hulse, Poppy
Johnson, Charlie Jones, Digby Mckernan, Ayesha Rahman,
Ruby Regan, Casey Saunders, Imogen Sowerby, Katie Stewart,
Felicity Waters, Isabella Woodward who have submitted
wonderful, detailed and intricate work for their hand drawings excellent effort Year 7!

Year 8 - Jessica Heyes, Sarah
Tomlinson, Caitlyn Johnston, Halle
Fitzpatrick, Kaitlyn Walker, Niamh Mc
Bride, Zaya Tahir, Libby Fraser, Daniel
Garland, Imogen Barnett, Imogen
Roddy, Isabelle Whitworth, Poppy
Kerr, Lilah Capps, Heidi Aspinal,
Bailey Cross and Jude Barnes for their
excellent effort and beautiful pattern
work - you have all shown a very good
understanding of successful pattern
design.

Art Department Update
Year 9 Art - Millie Cunningham, Lauren Dennis, Thomas Dentith, Anna Gisbourne, Olivia Gray, Jessica Kenyon,
Lily Maskrey, Liam Murphy, Charlotte Smith, Madeleine Wallis and Charlotte Whittle for their superb,
thorough research into Cubism. We love seeing all of your examples of Cubist artwork too!

Year 9 Photography - Rhys Bailey, James Berry,
Aimee Brooks, Monique Hall, Liam Murphy,
Harrison Ramwell, Holly Reevell and Madeleine
Wallis for their outstanding research into David
Hockney and his 'Joiners' work.

Geography Department Update
The Geography Department want to say congratulations to all years who are currently
working really hard during these uncertain times.
As a department, we are all very proud of so many of our students.

Our Top Geographers
The department has nominated several students who we think have done extremely well,
worked very hard and produced quality work within the tasks set – great start to the new
term! Excellent effort everyone, keep it up!
Miss. Windsor:
Y10 - Ellie Page, Tom Murnane, James Thewlis and Ellie Holland.
Miss. Walkden:
Y10 - Harry Burgess, Alisha Crawford, Levi Seale and Macy Wilkinson
Y9 – Will Bailey and Seth Booysen.
Y8 – Max Reynolds, Alfie Wardle and Imogen Barnett and Y7 – Idrees Fiaz and Darcy Cross.
Mrs. Dyer:
Y11 - James Chao, Ross Wray, Luke Bunting, Paige Owen, Jess Walker, Caleb Tam,
Edward Russel and Charlie Hall.
Y8 – Alfie Tucker, Anna Thornton, Oliver Mallalieu, Ellie Baker, Blake Jones and Luke Greenhalgh
Y7 – Ismaeel Ali, Hollie Cockerham, Tilly Walker, Bibi Hanger, Imogen McGinty and Digby McKernan.
Miss Baron:
Y10 – Caitlin Nowell.
Y9 - Leo Ware-Dougherty, Niamh Hardman, Leon Hempel-Swyers, Kitty Rayner and Mitchell Franklin.
Y8 – Jude Barnes and Y7 – Zakir Syed and Niamh Brooks.

Our winner and runners up collecting their prizes for the Year 8
Antarctica Flag Competition!

Geography Department Update
Eco-Tourism Projects
Over the Christmas holidays, Year 8 were given a
project to create their own eco-tourism lodges in
Thailand. The time, dedication and hard work that has
gone into their projects is AMAZING!
Below are some excellent examples we have received
– well done Year 8, keep up the fabulous work!

Joseph Critchley

Molly Gill

Alena Dzafic

Minnie Rayner
Joseph Smith

Taha
Ahmed
Imogen Barnett

Tino Jeremiah

Design Technology Update
The pictures below show the Health and
Safety projects of some Year 7 students.
They were completed and handed in
before Christmas. We are sure you will
agree they have shown a great deal of
creativity, hard work and technological skill.
Well done to all concerned!

History Department Update
The History Department would like to start
by thanking all those students who are
already doing their absolute best to adjust
to this different way of working again.
Some of you have had battles with
technology but we are impressed with your
resilience and response! However, if
someone hasn’t completed all the
assignments, the assignments will stay in
the Google Classrooms, so remember that
it’s never too late to catch up.

Holocaust Memorial Day,
27th January 2021
‘Be the light in the Darkness’

The History Department will continue to set
all work on the day students would
normally have their lesson.
The
assignments will also all be set in their own
group’s Google Classroom.
Some tasks may last for more than one
lesson, about which your child will be
informed, and if they have a double lesson
they will be provided with enough work to
cover the equivalent of two teaching
periods.
Lots of lessons will include ‘Loom’
recordings to support students’ learning,
and the department has already run several
‘live’ lessons, which will hopefully support
the students at home and in school.
We have already received lots of fantastic
pieces of work, and from the next issue we
will be showcasing some of the amazing
effort that is being made.
Miss Ryder and all your History teachers

Miss Waltham launched a competition in the last edition of
The Elton Times to mark Holocaust Memorial Day on 27th
January, and we thought this would be a great opportunity to
tell everyone about it again and appeal to your inner
creativity!
The theme for this year’s Holocaust Memorial Day is ‘Be the
Light in the Darkness’, and is encouraging young people to
think about how, even during terrible times such as the
Holocaust, people can offer hope and strength to one
another.
Every year, the Holocaust Memorial Trust asks young people
around the world to get involved in remembering. In fact,
every year two representatives from our own school have
attended and made amazing speeches at Bury’s memorial
service.
Seeing as this year is very different, the Holocaust Memorial
Trust would like young people to take one photograph that
they feel reflects the theme of ‘Be the Light in the Darkness’
and celebrates the people, places, groups and items that
bring light to others when times are tough.
You don’t need any photography skills to enter our
competition – a mobile phone camera will do the job
perfectly!
If you would like to enter, please email a photograph to Miss
Ryder or Miss Waltham. We would then love to create a
gallery of entries here at the start of February. The closing
date is Wednesday 27th January.

Work Topics for
this half term

Music Programmes we
are using:

KS3BANDLAB
KS3/4Focus on Sound
KS3/4Noteflight
KS3/4Musescore

Year 7

Elements of Music

Year 8

Hip Hop - Composition

Year 9

Film Music - Composition

Year 10

AOS 1 and AOS4 - Composition

Year 11

Exam Questions - Composition

Students are completing work via
there specific google classroom.

We have seen some fantastic work
so far and are really happy with
students resilience in online learning.

Internet Access Support
The government are increasing student data allowances on some mobile networks to support disadvantaged
children. The link for this is https://get-help-with-tech.education.gov.uk/about-increasing-mobile-data.
Mr Dyer, Teacher of History
Elton have a supply of Vodafone’s #KeepConnecting free data SIMs cards
for students to use at home. Each data SIM card has 30GB of use for 90
days. Please forward requests to thompsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk.

The next edition of the Elton Times will be emailed on

Wednesday 3 February 2021

