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It is always a relief to arrive at the Christmas break,
but never more so than this year which has obviously
been a period like no other. I felt that it was right to
take advantage of the government's option to close
one day early by reorganising our staff training plans,
as this will narrow the window of opportunity for any
Covid cases to cause self isolation during the
Christmas break. We will finish on Thursday at
12.30pm and the usual school buses will be available,
while students who want to are also welcome to wear
Christmas jumpers on that day. The seasonal awards
that were due to take place will not now be able to
run this week but will all take place in the first full
week of the new term, providing a valuable
opportunity to recognise the work and achievements
of students in each year group.
I must take this opportunity to emphasise that, if your
child tests positive for Covid in the early stages of the
Christmas holiday, then please contact me directly at
the email shown at the bottom of this page. We will
then look at seating plans and speak with the relevant
staff so that 'close contacts' of the positive case can
be identified. We obviously hope that this does not
have to happen, but please be assured we will follow
the right processes, just as we have throughout this
term.
I also need to highlight a couple of important notices
for the new term, which will impact directly on the
day to day workings of our school.
PE Kit - There will no longer be any need for students
to come into school in their PE kit on the days that
they have that lesson. We have made arrangements
so that they can get changed with plenty of space,
while the changing areas will also be cleaned and
sanitised on a very regular basis. Our risk assessment
has been updated and this will also mean that there
will be no concerns about students wearing wet,
damp clothing during the winter months, It is the best
option for everybody.
Masks - The majority of students are now in the habit
of bringing a mask into school and wearing it around
the building, just as they would in shops and other
indoor public spaces. However, a minority are
continually failing to bring a mask into school and the
costs for PPE equipment for ourselves are spiralling to
many thousands of pounds. This is money that we
would obviously prefer to spend on staffing and

learning resources, so we have taken the decision to
charge the persistent offenders for failing to bring in a
mask. From January, all students will be given two
separate chances when they forget to bring in a mask.
The third time that it happens they will be charged
50p from their dinner account with the money going
into our PPE budget. We are confident that this will
actually only involve a very few students and will
make them all think more carefully about having the
right equipment when they are in school.
Despite the challenges of this term, it has also been
an opportunity for the Elton community to really work
closely together and the response from staff, students
and parents has been fantastic. One of our most key
staff is obviously Mrs Johnson, our Deputy
Headteacher, and I would like to take this opportunity
to send her our best wishes for her forthcoming
absence from school for medical reasons. We hope to
have her back in school before Easter and wish her a
speedy recovery from hospital. In the meantime, Mrs
Rooks will be taking over the Deputy Head post on a
temporary basis and we know that she will do an
excellent job.
I hope that you enjoy the many articles and updates in
this newsletter, which give another great insight into
the excellent work being done around our school in
the past two weeks. I also hope that you have a lovely
break and wish all of our students and families a very
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Jonathan Wilton, Headteacher
wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk

Reminder that school will reopen on
Wednesday 6 January 2021 at 08:45am

Student Development Day
Friday 11 December was the Second Student Development day
of this academic year, with the whole school coming off their
normal timetable to focus on a PSHE theme.
Year 7 learned about aspects of safety, including road, water,
fire safety and first aid.
Year 8 looked into politics, gaining an understanding of local
government, researching the sphere of UK politics, laws around
voting, arguments for and against lowering the age of voting to
16, campaigns, writing petitions and a political quiz.

Year 9 studied the issue of exploitation. This included grooming
and the key guidance to stay safe, characteristics of a healthy
relationship and the signs of and responses to abusive
relationships.
Year 10 started the day with a presentation about the
Government’s ‘Prevent’ strategy which is based around
radicalisation, extremism and terrorism. This then led to
sessions about British Values, Human Rights, equal
opportunities, hate crime and it’s various strands. Each form
group created a campaign against hate crime, based on what
they had learned during the day. Some of the students went on
to deliver presentations to a panel of staff members and they
showcased some fantastic design ideas. 10O were the overall
winners with the vast majority of the students in this form
making a verbal contribution to their presentation. They were
incredibly well organised, clear and thorough with the
information they presented. Superb teamwork! The form will
be treated to breakfast on the last day of term as a reward.
Year 11 students spent the majority of the day in subject
intervention sessions and were able to take this valuable
opportunity to complete extra catch up work and get more
personalised support from subject teachers.

Student Council Update
Helpful Hampers
Last year, we asked the students at Elton to donate to our
local charity Bury Homeless Project. We received an
overwhelming amount of donations in the form of fifty
hampers! This year, we want to help others feel the joy of
Christmas by donating to Trinity Food Bank. They had
their donations stolen and we want to do everything we
can to help! Our students and staff were asked to bring in
donations for the food bank, we are delighted with the
amount of donations we have received so far. We will
update you with pictures in the next issue.

Smart School
Council
This year, we are running the
Student Council virtually! Each
term we are sending out online
questions for the students to
answer so we are making sure
their voices are heard at this
uncertain time. We cannot thank
Mr Farnworth enough for helping
us adapt to the changes and help
make the council a success!

Community Christmas Stars

Our Year 7 students have been busy creating
colourfully designed stars in support of Christ
Church Walshaw’s initiative of decorating the
community
in
stars
for
Christmas
#JesusIsTheStarOfChristmas.
Over 100 stars have been designed and laminated,
with Year 9 students then displaying them on the
school’s front fences.

Art Department Update
Paige Newton

Well done to Y11 Photography students who have been working
hard over both lockdowns and now back at school to create
fantastic responses to the 'Reflections' GCSE task. Students are
working on their coursework and have created imaginative
responses. They have worked independently to research various
artists and photographers, experiment with different
photography techniques and refine their work - well done Year
11, excellent effort!
Lucy Rigg

Janet Moorhouse

Spencer Bland

Max Mills

Harry Burston

Maths Department Update
Calling Year 7 and Year 8 Parents (and Year 6!)
Ask any maths teacher up and down the country
who Craig Barton (pictured) is, and they should be
able to tell you. He is a very well-known author of
mathematics teaching books, and he hosts his own
podcast (Mr Barton’s Podcast) where he interviews
the great and good in the world of education. He
has delivered teacher training events in several
countries. I have had the privilege of seeing him
speak several times, and he is a very engaging
presenter. Furthermore, he is a true northerner (!),
teaching in Bolton and based in Blackburn.
Mr Barton has arranged webinars in January for
parents of Year 7 and Year 8 students to sign up for.
The focus is common mistakes students make in
Years 7 and 8 and how to help at home.
Mr Barton will dive into the 200+ million answers on
Diagnostic Questions (his website) to find the 5
most common mistakes made by students in each
year. For each mistake, he will suggest some free
resources and activities that parents can use with
their children at home to help them better
understand the concept.

The aim is to help parents feel better connected to
school mathematics, and reduce the anxiety
surrounding supporting their children.
Each webinar is completely free, and parents can
reserve a spot here: https://eedi.com/webinars
The dates of the webinars are:

Year 7 parents: January 14th at 8pm

Year 8 parents: January 21st at 8pm
If you have a child in Year 6, there is also a webinar on
January 7th at 8pm
Mr Barton is also throwing in free subscriptions to
Eedi Family for a year to 10 randomly selected parents
that attend the webinars.
Thank you for all your support over this long Autumn
term. I hope you and your family enjoy a peaceful
and safe time together, and all in the Maths
department wish you a happy holiday!
See you in 2021!
Mr Wilson

Maths Competition
Tough Triangles
I have a triangle that’s been split into two. Using
the facts you know about triangles, can you work
out the value of x?

Send your full working out and answers to :Entwistle-WilkinsonJ@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. All correct
entries will gain an Achievement Point and be put in a hat.
The first name pulled out wins a box of Chocolate Heroes!
Congratulations to Isabella Hirst from Year 7 for getting the
correct answer on the last puzzle!

Languages Department Update

This week in French, Year 9 have been learning the parts of the body. They have been having fun
playing the board game below, where they worked their way around the board to draw and describe a
specific monster. They had to take care to use correct word order and adjectival agreement.
As you can see, some of the monsters didn’t look too terrifying!

WINNING DESCRIPTIONS

Year 11 Mock Exam Timetable
February 2021
8.45am

February 4th

February 5th

February 8th

February 9th

February
10th

February
11th

February
12th

Maths Paper 1
1 hr 30

English
Language 2 hrs

Maths Paper 2
1 hr 30

RE
1 hr 45

English
Literature

Maths Paper 3

Music
1 hr 30

Biology Paper 2
1 hr 15/1 hr 45

Spanish L&R

Food
1 hr 45

Design Tech
1 hr 45

Chemistry
Paper 2

French L & R

Physics Paper 2

French writing
1 hr 15

PE
1 hr 15

Geography
1 hr 30

Computing
1 hr 30

Spanish writing
1 hr 15

Business
1 hr 30

History
1 hr 20

9.45am
11am
12pm
1.30pm

LRC News Update
You no longer need a username and password
for Accessit Online Library
We have made it easier to borrow books from our Accessit online school library. You no
longer need a separate username and password to log in to Accessit. Instead, the system
will recognise you from your school email address and password and log you in
automatically. You can log in from any computer or mobile device at school or at home.
1. Go to the Accessit home page and click on the word “Guest”
2. Click on the blue “Log in via SSO” button.
3. Your name will appear in the corner to show you are logged in.
4. The first time you log in from home, you may be asked to log in to your Google
account. Please use your usual school email address and password to do this.

You can go to Access here:
https://uk.accessit.online/
thl02/#!dashboard

IGO Cards Update
TfGM have been working with the operators of our school
services to introduce a new weekly ticket that can be loaded
straight on to an IGO card, without the need for a paper
ticket. Helping us to reduce our environmental impact, whilst
cutting down on lost tickets and students travelling without
their
IGO.
We're now in a position where all of our operators are able
to sell and accept this new ticket type, as well as a new
carnet style ticket that can also be loaded on to a student's
IGO card. For more information about these new tickets
please visit: https://tfgm.com/tickets-and-passes/bus-school
-bus-services
We will be asking our operators to no longer sell the paper
version of the TfGM school weekly, with a view to removing
the paper version from the beginning of next term. Please
share the attached posters as far and wide as possible so
that we keep our students and parents up to date with this
change.
If any of your students need to apply for an IGO or
replacement, full details can be found here: https://
tfgm.com/tickets-and-passes/igo-pass

History Department Update

Light Up The
Darkness

To mark Holocaust Memorial Day on 27th January 2021 we are
asking our students to take part in a project focusing on
photography based on the theme for Holocaust Memorial Day: Be
the Light in the Darkness.
This theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2021 encourages
everyone to reflect on the dark depths humanity can sink to, but
also the ways individuals and communities resisted that darkness
to ‘be the light’ before, during and after genocide. The
photographs you enter into the competition should celebrate the
people, groups, places and objects which bring us and others light
in times of darkness.
No photography experience is necessary. Simply take a photo on
your phone or digital camera and send it to your History teacher.
The best images will be selected to win prizes and students will
have the opportunity to submit their work as part of a national
exhibition to mark Holocaust Memorial Day. You can visit https://
www.hmd.org.uk/take-part-in-holocaust-memorial-day/youngpeople/light-up-the-darkness/ for more information or creative
ideas.

PE Department Update
ON YOUR MARKS… GET SET… GO!
On the 7th and 8th of December the PE department held its virtual athletics
event for Year 8 and 7 with a strong turnout from both year groups.
The event consisted of five events, with scores from
each event being recorded and awarded a ranking
based on the collection of scores. These scores were
given a ranking from rank 10 up to 1, with scores
above rank 1 being bronze, silver and gold awards.
These results were then sent off to compete against
other local school’s scores in a virtual competition.
The five events were as follows; chest push, standing
long jump, vertical jump, 10x10m shuttles and speed
bounce.
All of the pupils who attended should be proud of
their performances. There were a high number who
achieved exceptional results and received bronze

The PE department would to thank all of those who
participated for their efforts. It was brilliant to have
competitive school sport back and for it to be so
successful was so pleasing to see. As a department we
would like to wish everyone involved with the school
a very merry Christmas and we will see you in the new
year!

award or above on the scoring system. Those scoring
enough points to receive a bronze award included
Noah Pickford (Y7), Samantha Charakupa (Y8), Corrine
Newton (Y8) and Max Reynolds (Y8). Those who
achieved a silver award were Callum Witney (Y8) and
Jemima Miles (Y8). The only pupil to receive enough
points for a gold award was Isobel Oxley (Y8), which is
an outstanding effort!

Free Sanitary Products
Elton have been contacted by a local company called
Quest Personal Care Global Limited with an offer
of a large donation of free sanitary products. Of
course, we graciously accepted, and have been
provided with forty boxes of mixed sanitary products,
a total of 1,920 products!
Contact has already been made with those families
that took up the offer of the government’s Period
Product Scheme and previously received goodie bags.
This additional donation will now enable us to open
up ‘goodie bags’ to anyone that would be interested!
Bags will contain a mixture of both tampax and pads
(unless you request otherwise).
Sanitary products can be a big expense for families
and donations from companies like Quest Personal
Care can make such a vital contribution to the local
community, especially welcomed during these difficult
times of the pandemic where more and more families
are finding themselves with reduced income.
If your daughter would like a ‘goodie bag’ before
Christmas please contact Mrs Filkins via email at
filkinsj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. Bags will need to be
collected from the School’s Reception, once
confirmation of your order is received.
A very special thank you to Emma Jones, Quest
Marketing Executive & Customer Service Assistant, for
organising the donation for Elton and all the extra
’Pretty’ products you managed to obtain!

In addition to all the sanitary products donated by
Quest Personal Care Global Limited we also
received a large box full of lovely items from their
‘Pretty’ range including sleep-in rollers, eye pencils,
donut hair rings and lip glosses - these will be
distributed in some of the ‘goodie bags’ for Christmas
presents!

Free School Meal Vouchers For
Christmas Holidays
Although the Government have again not opted to provide any free school
meal vouchers for the holiday period, Bury Council are pleased to
announce their commitment to fund Free School Meals to eligible families
throughout both the forthcoming Christmas holiday period and also the
February half term holidays.
The amount will continue to be £15.00 per week, per eligible student.
School will order vouchers this week through Wonde, so please keep a look
out for these vouchers via your email account.
For any queries, please contract
filkinsj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk.

Mrs

Filkins

via

email

at

How to have the perfect digital family Christmas
Christmas will be different in many ways this year, so give thanks that the
internet has been invented. Though some activities will be off limits this
holiday season, the digital world offers many workarounds and a
multitude of opportunities. And remember, going online is no
compromise for most children – though you might have to swap
Monopoly for Minecraft, the memories you create playing together will
last in just the same way. So here’s our guide to the ways you and your
family can bring Christmas online and still have a wonderful break.

1. Explore your child’s favourite games
PZ_Digital_Christmas_2020_minecraft_800x600 (1).jpg

2. Give your child the gift of coding
PZ_Digital_Christmas_2020_coding_
800x600.jpg

Learning to code can be a great way for your
child to understand how some of the digital
games and toys they receive this year
actually work – and it can also be lots of fun.
Cast aside the image of long pages of
impenetrable code and instead head
to Scratch for a super-usable introduction.
You create programs by dragging and
dropping colourful icons and following
simple logic, with no need for any previous
experience.
It's aimed at eight to 16-year-olds and is
surprisingly powerful, with some users

Gaming plays a huge role in the lives of many children, and joining them
in their favourite world can be a fantastic bonding experience.
And 2020 has been a great year for games, with Animal Crossing: New
Horizons selling millions in the spring, Among Us going viral during
lockdown and the Sony PlayStation 5 and Microsoft Xbox Series
X arriving last month.
Among Us, in which you try to unmask an imposter on a spaceship (or
get to play as the imposter) is certainly worth checking out with your
child.
While its unmoderated chat system means you may not want to let
them play on their own, you can easily set up a secure private game.
Simply share the code with your child and their friends, then have fun
trying to spot the baddies.
Minecraft, meanwhile, offers a world of creativity. The best-selling
video game of all time is a sort of Lego for the digital age, in which you
can create your own adventures and play any way you choose.
One of its best features is how accessible it is: it’s available on
everything from consoles to PCs to tablets and smartphones, and so
long as you’re all on the same network, it’s easy to play together.
Simply create your account, search for their username, and get mining.
It’s also generally a safe game to leave them alone with, if you aren’t
able to play alongside them. As with any online game, you need to take
a few precautions – but our expert guide to Minecraft has plenty of
pointers for you on that front.
Roblox is another game that many children love and that’s available on
multiple devices.
It features hundreds of different mini-games made by a range of
different creators: players choose one then go online with up to 100
others, in experiences that often mimic the sort of imaginative play you
might find in the school playground – for instance build a theme park,
compete as a professional driver, star in a fashion show or become a
superhero.
If your kids are unwrapping a new console or game this year, have a
browse through our parents’ guides for tips on how to make sure
they’re set up and ready to game as safely as possible.

turning out amazingly advanced games on it. There’s also a
simpler version, ScratchJr, for five to seven-year-olds.
Parents should be aware that there's a big social element, with
users able to follow each other, comment on projects and send
direct messages, but there are robust parental controls and a
zero-tolerance moderation system that make it a generally safe
environment for teens and tweens.

3. Make a Christmas playlist
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The internet has changed how we listen to music – but it hasn't changed the
delight (or horror) of a cheesy Christmas song.
Introducing your child to the festive classics is a must; after all, you had to
suffer through Last Christmas often enough as kids, so they should too.
Plus, sitting down to create a playlist together can be lots of fun. Do they
prefer John and Yoko’s original Happy Xmas (War is Over) or the Miley Cyrus,
Mark Ronson and Sean Ono Lennon version? Can you stand Peppa Pig’s Bing
Bong Christmas for the 30th time? All important questions to answer.
Depending on your child’s age, you could task them with creating their own.
Spotify Kids is a child-friendly version of the popular streaming app, with no
risk that they’ll stumble across anything inappropriate. Check out
our parents’ guide here – and listen to our own Christmas playlist below.

4. Throw a virtual Christmas party
PZ_Digital_Christmas_2020_party_800x60
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5. Play an online board game
PZ_Digital_Christmas_2020_board_games
_800x600.jpg

Everyone loves a Christmas party, right? But Covid will have
scuppered most people’s plans to throw a traditional
mistletoe-and-mulled-wine gathering.
But that doesn’t mean you can’t have any fun – you just
have to bring the party online instead|.
Most video-calling platforms will let dozens of guests join:
on Skype it’s 50, on Zoom it’s 100 and on Google’s
Hangouts you can have up to 150. Which, unless you’re very
popular, should be more than enough.
Simply share the link, make sure you’ve got a nice festive
backdrop and a Christmas playlist and let the festivities
start.
Some video-calling platforms – for instance Houseparty –
also have built-in games, but not all are suitable for all ages,
so
check
out
our
parents’
guides
to Zoom, Skype and Houseparty before you start.
For a child-friendly Christmas party, you could contact other
parents and arrange for them all to join a call at the same
time. Add party food, hats and a few festive games and
you’d be surprised how much fun they’ll still have.
Or you could have an in-game party: how about setting up a
group Minecraft session and tasking them all with building
Santa’s village or a giant Christmas pudding?

Board games are a festive family favourite – but you don’t
even have to be in the same room to play them together.
Many of the most popular games now have an online
version, so you can fall out with relatives in a different part
of the country just as easily as if they were right next to
you.
Monopoly has an app for iOS or Android, as does Risk
(iOS / Android), Cluedo (iOS / Android) and many others.
Words With Friends, meanwhile, is an extremely popular
version of Scrabble that can be played on iOS, Android and
even Facebook.
For something a little different, you could try Jackbox. This
selection of irreverent games is available on various devices
including most consoles, Windows and Mac PCs, tablets
and even Apple TV and Amazon Fire TV streamers. One
player buys the game then shares a code with others, who
can join in via their web browser.
The games range from Pictionary-style drawing contests to
madcap trivia quizzes – and we can confirm that they are a
lot of fun. They’re rated ‘T’ for teen but many also have a
family-friendly mode that makes them suitable for 10+.
Just remember, it’s not the winning that counts.

6. Enjoy some festive family viewing
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Christmas is all about spending time with loved ones – such
as plucky Kevin McAllister in Home Alone, Mogwai
in Gremlins and Buddy in Elf.
Yes, Christmas telly is an important part of any festive
experience, so to help you choose what to watch we’ve put
together this guide to the best family favourites streaming
on all the major platforms this year.
Need more suggestions? YouTube plays a key role in many
children’s viewing habits, so you could also check out our
list of 14 fantastic YouTube channels. And because they’re
all family-friendly (though some are better suited to older
kids), you’ll be able to slip off and leave them unsupervised
while you cook the turkey.
And of course don’t forget our own Legends Family
Adventure films.
The series, created by Google and Parent Zone and
animated by Wallace & Gromit creators Aardman, takes
your kids on an exciting journey through Interland with
Lumen the Internaut and her family.
Lumen must face tricky characters and challenging
situations in order to rescue her beloved teddy bear. Will
she succeed? Tune in with your family over the holidays to
find out.

7. Stay in touch with relatives
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Many people spend time at Christmas with grandparents
and other relatives, but this year it's not going to be so easy
to meet up with loved ones.
But tech can again come to the rescue. There are loads of
things you can do with relatives remotely, beyond simply
having a video call: you could play an online game, have a
family group chat (complete with hilarious GIFs), or do a
virtual quiz.
We’ve got a full list of activities to try here.

8. Have a virtual bake off
PZ_Digital_Christmas_2020_bake_off_800
x600 (1).jpg

9. Keep those Christmas traditions alive
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Fortunately one Christmas tradition is still alive: Father
Christmas will still be visiting children (so long as they’ve
been good), and you and your child can follow him via
the online Santa tracker. Just make sure you’re all tucked
up in bed before he pays a visit.

Eating is a major part of Christmas, and that means cooking
is too. If your child is a budding Nadia, why not have a
Christmas bake-off with them? Find a recipe you both want
to cook (we’d suggest Christmas pudding, but it’s horrible),
set the timer and go. Your family can judge who the winner
is.
Or you could take the contest online: create a Zoom/
Hangout with a friend or relative, set up your laptop or
tablet in the kitchen and get cracking. You won’t be able to
judge this one by taste – so presentation will be key.

The next edition of the Elton Times will be emailed on

Wednesday 20 January 2021

