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Poems for Remembrance Day 
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There have been a number of neighbouring high 
schools across the Bury area that have had to close to 
particular year groups of students during recent 
weeks. This is because those high schools have been 
struggling to staff the usual timetable for all students, 
with high numbers of staff absence meaning that the 
usual curriculum cannot be followed. While we have 
had further individual cases of Covid at Elton and 
there will be more over the coming weeks, we have 
actually been very lucky to continue operating in as 
normal a manner as possible. Obviously, if cases rise 
amongst our staff then we would have to review the 
situation and look at having a partial closure. 
Fortunately we are not anywhere near that position 
and we keep fingers crossed that this remains the 
case over the rest of this term.  
With a vaccine for Covid now being developed, there 
has been widespread hope that the pandemic will be 
extinguished in the coming months, medical staff and 
scientists have quite rightly been praised for their 
fantastic efforts during recent months and this has led 
to more discussion about the development of 
medicine over time, with the most famous nurse of 
them all, Florence Nightingale, even having the new 
Covid emergency hospitals built in her name.  
Florence Nightingale was a heroine of Victorian 
Britain, famous for bringing nursing care into the 
modern times and for her bravery in treating soldiers 
during the Crimean War. She was far ahead of her 
time in realising that cleanliness, fresh air and exercise 
helped patients to recover from injury and disease. 
However, a previously unpublished letter that 
Florence received as a teenager from her father 
reveals that he had a big influence in shaping her 
approach to treatment. In the letter, her father, 
William Nightingale, writes about the need for his 
daughter to follow a strict set of rules to keep fit and 
healthy. "Exercise for ten minutes every day before 
breakfast. Before you dress do the exercise of the 
arms for twenty times. Run down to the gate by the 
road before breakfast.  In the course of the day 
twenty minutes' exercise must be done.  Never sit 
down to eat tea without changing."   
Both of Florence's parents were wealthy and provided 
her with a very privileged upbringing, though 
clearly the rules were extremely strict! They were 
both horrified to learn that she wanted to become a 
nurse in a time when it was seen as dangerous and 
very unrewarding. However, by following the advice 

of her father Florence took health care to a new level 
and is still spoken about today as one of the great 
female figures of the past few hundred years. When 
she died at the age of ninety the government offered 
to stage her burial in Westminster Abbey, alongside 
Kings and Queens from Britain's past. It is perhaps 
typical of her story that Nightingale's family declined 
this offer, saying that they did not want any fuss, and 
she was buried in a small chruchyard in Hampshire 
with a very simple memorial that just gave her initials, 
dates of birth and death.  
Whatever the future months hold for the treatment 
of the Covid virus, we will continue to do our best 
within school to provide a safe, secure, happy working 
environment for the students. I hope that this issue of 
the newsletter provides a clear update about recent 
news from across the school and I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate Emma Halpin-Foden 
and Spencer Bland who were both appointed Head 
Girl and Boy after a process which made the US 
election look simple! They will both prove to be 
excellent ambassadors for our school, along with the 
other fantastic Year 11 students who were involved in 
the selection process.  
Thanks again for you continued support as we move 
towards the middle stages of the term, and please 
contact me directly if you have any queries or 
concerns - wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  
 

*** Please be reminded that the school will be 
closed on Friday 27 November and Monday 30 

November for Teacher Training days! *** 

We were delighted to receive the following email 
from a member of the public.  It is always pleasing 
to receive such positive feedback about how our 
students are conducting themselves in the local 
community... 
“In the current climate and coupled the way 
teenager's are always criticised about behaviour, I 
need to compliment some of your students.  
Today at 3pm was the funeral of one of my 
neighbours.  Your students were all very respectful 
as they went past, some stopping, 
standing silently and even clapped as he left on his 
final journey.  They were a credit to your school.  
Well done!” 

Student Compliments 

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


We have over 100 Prefects in our new Year 11 cohort 
and forty Senior Prefects. Eighteen of our Senior 
Prefects applied for the role of Head Boy and Head 
Girl. They each submitted a letter of application 
outlining their suitability for the role. The first part of 
the selection process involved a group discussion 
where students discussed the implications of the 
lockdown for students in school. Following the 
discussions, a smaller group of students were 
interviewed for the positions.  

We were delighted to appoint Spencer Bland and 
Emma Halpin-Foden as our new Head Boy and Head 
Girl with Daniel Rigby, Hayden Tucker, Fatima 
Chaudhry and Grace Gibson taking the Deputy Head 
posts.  
Well done to all of the students who were involved in 
this rigorous selection process. We are lucky to have 
such a strong set of students and know that they will 
be excellent role models for our younger students.   

Meet Our New Senior Prefects 



Children in Need 

Last Friday was Children in Need day and students 
from across all year groups enjoyed a series of 
activities and programmes that were set up in the 
sports hall.   
As well as doing a selection of Joe Wicks workout 
routines, the students also had up to 50 different 
stations that they could circuit including step aerobics, 
kettle bells, dumb bells, skipping and hula hooping. 

The students then did a cheerleading session, 
complete with pompoms, where the pupils had 
opportunities to choreograph their own routines and 
follow a set routine. To finish off, pupils took part in 
Just Dance; an old favourite! 
It was a wonderful day and we were able to raise even 
more funds for Children In Need whilst having lots of 
fun! 



Year 11 News Update 

MOCK EXAMS AND GRADE 
CARDS 
Following the first set of mock exams (week beginning 
October 19th) students have been receiving their 
results and reviewing their papers in class. This 
information will be included in Grade Card 1 which 
will be issued to parents at the end of this week. The 
Grade Card will also provide an overview of student’s 
current attainment and attitude to learning. 
 

PARENTS’ EVENING 
In the current climate we are unable to operate our 
usual Parents’ Evening on Thursday November 26th. 
However we hope to offer parents an opportunity to 
speak to form tutors and key Year 11 staff (including 
senior leaders) about next steps and support available 
over the coming months. 
 

SUPPORT FOR PARENTS 
As parents we appreciate that you need as much 
information and guidance as possible so that you can 
continue to support home learning and also revision. 
We intend to share a presentation with you before 
Parents’ Evening which will outline what we are doing 
in school to support students with study skills; this will 
include information from all core subjects. 

INTERVENTION TIMETABLE 
For the first half term our intervention was student led and optional. Once we have reviewed the Year 11 Grade 
Cards we intend to look more closely at which students need to attend intervention. Where required we will 
communicate with parents to discuss this further.  
 

 
 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

English Languages 
RE 

Business 
Computing 

Science (before 
school) 

Maths Food 
Technology 

History 
Geography 

Music 

Music 

COLLEGE APPLICATIONS 

Please note that Mrs Rooks has already shared some 
key information about the processes with parents and 
students. We are currently providing all Year 11 
students with ICT access during form time to help 
them to complete applications where necessary. 
 

 
 
 
 

BURY COLLEGE deadline 
is November 27th 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
HOLY CROSS  deadline is 
December 4th 2020. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
BOLTON COLLEGE are 
accepting applications 
but have not set a 
specific deadline. 

KEY DATES FOR PARENTS 

Grade Card 2 – January 29th 2021 

Mock exams – February 8th 2021 

Grade Card 3 – March 19th 2021 



Last half term Year 8’s History homework was to 
create a project about Henry VIII and his six wives. 
Students had to find out; 
 
 Who his wives were 
 Why Henry married them 
 What happened to them and why 

 
Year 8 had the opportunity to present their findings in 
any way they chose and they really did impress us! 
Some of the projects went from posters and 
information leaflets to games and pottery! Their 
projects demonstrated the effort and commitment 
Year 8 have to their History work. What an amazing 
start to the new academic year; well done Year 8! 
Here are some examples of the great projects that 
were completed, though we wish we could have 
included them all! 
Miss Waltham 

History Department Update 



History Department Update 

Congratulations to Zak Walsh in Year 8 who 
won the Local History Competition! Zak 
completed a detailed project on the history of 
the Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin which 
was built in 1872 but interestingly, there has 
been a church on that site for over a thousand 
years!  
Well done to everyone who entered and keep 
your eyes peeled for the next competition… 



English Department Update 

Dear Soldier 
Thank you for your sacrifice in WW1 and sorry for 
the things you saw, suffering with shell shock. I 
have no clue what you truly experienced. 
I am grateful for all you did for your country- you 
did not sacrifice everything for nothing. You gave 
us a better future.  it’s a lot better in the future but 
not perfect unfortunately. People sometimes take 
your sacrifice for granted but I don’t.  
 It’s getting there though, there much more free 
will, but unfortunately there are still dictators. But 
we will work hard to make the world better.  
From Hussain Rahman 

Dear mum, 
I wish I was home right now with you because it here is 
like hell on earth. It is cold wet and we don’t have any 
sort of decent food to give us energy.   
We get barely any sleep with the constant bombs 
dropping and the gun shots and it gets worst in the day 
because all is you can hear is machine guns and you 
can’t even see where you are being shot from. 
The main reason I want to come home is because my 
best make Tom got blown to pieces by a bomb. I will 
miss him. I hope I’m home soon.  
From Joshua Pitt  

Dear my beloved wife Olivia, 
I wish I was with you, walking along the country park 
listening to the wind blowing beneath our feet, hearing the 
birds cheeping in the trees as we walk through the woods 
getting our feet dirty, I loved it when you used to run back 
home to get on the cosy sofa in front of the fire. But instead 
I am here. 
Today, November 12th we were getting ready to fight, but I 
am thankful for my cuts and scars because they tell me that 
I am keeping my head high and fighting for you and my 
country. It’s like hell on earth here, people bellowing for 
help shouting come here for assistance as bombs and 
gunshots are approaching in the distance. People have 
experienced traumatic experiences which led them to die 
slowly in their thoughts. 
Don’t you worry about me, I am still fit and fighting to get 
back home to see you. Thank you for always being there for 
me, through all our arguments and emotional times, if I 
never come home make sure you look after yourself, change 
the world like you have always dreamed of and make me 
proud. 
Your truly 
Peter xx 
By Olivia Edge 

Mum, how are you? I miss the days of eating 
triangle sandwiches and drinking orange 
juice.  
I miss the good times, and the long walks 
with spot, I loved that dog, some of my best 
memories are with that dog and my days 
with all of you. 
There’s rumours the war is about to be won. 
Yours dearly, 
Dylan Tligui 

Dear family, 
The date is the 14 September, the day is gloomy 
and the trench smelt of dead people. The 
conditions are inferior and we have started to see 
massive rats. I’m starting to think that the army 
was not such a good idea after all, I mean the 
trenches are muddy, wet, and cold but that 
doesn’t matter because of the massive rats that 
will come and nibble at you if you sleep for too 
long. 
Any ways how are the kids and the pet cat ralph, I 
really hope this letter gets to you because I’m 
going to express all my feeling to you. 
I got the wrong idea about the army, I thought it 
was going to be nice and fun, but when I got here 
they introduced everyone to the trench, but as 
they left the war had already started. We do our 
best to keep up our hopes as we battle on through 
the menacing war. 
The only thing that kept me going what thinking 
of getting home to your nice food and to see the 
cat. Sometimes I remember your loving arms and 
the sound of the kids playing in the living room 
Love from Mylo Frost  

Year 8 have been finding out about some of the greatest war poets and 

their experiences during times of conflict.   



English Department Update 

To my dear loved wife Leah, 
I wish I was with you, walking along the 
cold, breezy path by the park, having 
vanilla ice cream. I miss those times. I 
wake up in the morning wondering what 
you are doing but as for me I’m getting 
ready for another day sat in the cold 
trench missing you so deeply.  
When I fire a bullet, I think of being 
trusted and when I’m sitting waiting I think 
of the times we sat in the park. When I fire 
the gun and the bullet comes, I think of 
the distance between me and you. The 
magical times. Thank you for sending me 
the cigarettes and the fancy special 
chocolates that we had on our special day.  
I hope to see you again in the near future 
and I love you the most from your fellow 
husband. 
From your loving husband  
Leah Duckworth 

Dear family, 
I decided to write today because I realised 
what I got myself into. 
The conditions that me and the soldiers 
have been through is enough to make 
people quit, but they can’t. Sometimes I 
feel like that too but I want to stay strong 
so I thought I would update you all on how 
I am doing to feel better.  
We all stay in these long narrow ditches 
inside the ground called ‘trenches’. It is 
something to stay in whilst in a war except 
that there are huge rats that roam around 
in the mud that gnaw on the deceased 
bodies. The smell can get too much at 
times but I’m sort of used to that now. But 
the savoury smells on Sunday roast is the 
only time I think I’m living normally, but 
then I wake up the next day. 
From your loving son  
Haariss Fiaz 

Dear family and friends, 
How are you guys? I am missing you all in this tough time, I have 
sadly lost some of my friends that I came out to army with. Ronnie, 
Bonnie and Donny. I can’t believe I will never be with them anymore 
after all this time. 
How are you guys doing? Are you all safe? Thinking of you all. It’s 
awful – seeing people getting murdered right in front of my eyes. It 
is horrible, but I will never give up and I will keep on fighting for my 
country. I miss you all, I can’t wait to see you guys again. 
Hopefully, this war will be over and done with soon and I can get 
out of here. I have no clue how much you guys have been through, 
not seeing me when I come downstairs, not seeing me next to you, 
surely breaks your heart, I cannot wait to be home, so we can all go 
on walks and have hugs, but don’t worry, I’ll be home soon. 
Lots of love 
James Woods 

Dear soldier,  
Thank you for sacrificing everything. 
Thank you for the life I have today. I have freedom and you are to 
thank for that. Thank you for the country I live in today where we 
have free speech and can go anywhere we want without not feeling 
safe. You sacrificed your whole life so that the future would exist. 
Thank you for your bravery and courage during a situation where 
your life was highly at risk. I am forever grateful for your sacrifices 
and will not take anything that you gave up to protect your country 
for granted.  
You never knew what the next day would bring, whether you would 
survive or not, but you still persevered through the awful 
environment that you would never know how long you would be 
there. 
When you felt down you lifted yourself back up. 
When you felt all hope was lost you still got back up and fought with 
all your life.  
A constant feeling of guilt when you had to pull the trigger. 
However, that shot predicted the entire future for the country that 
could have been so different.  
You have watched your best friends die around you, you were alone.  
When you returned your cuts healed but the scars remained, while 
everyone around you slowly moved on. You felt alone. No body 
under stood what it was like for soldiers after the horrors of the war.  
You never truly healed from the conditions of the trenches, the 
bombs that filled the air so suddenly.  
I will never truly know what it’s like to go to war and I hope I never 
will. But I do know that the effects of the war and the things I have 
heard are truly terrible. I also want to thank you again for the 
courage and bravery you showed every day. You never gave up and 
kept going every day. Thank you. 
Lest we forget…   
From Ella Marsh  



Wilfred Owen
by Zahra Khan and Mason Jones  

Who was Wilfred Owen?
Wilfred Owen (born march 18, 1893, 
Oswestry Shropshire, England-killed 
November 4,1918,france),English poet 
noted for his anger at the cruelty and 
waist of war and his pity for its victims.

How did he feel about war? 
Owen was very brave to join the war, he joined the British  
war at 22 years old and died three years after.He was only 
25 years old when he died.

What happened to him? 
On November 4,1918,just one week 
before the armistice was declared, ending 
WW1,the British poet Wilfred Owen is 
killed in action during a British assault on 
the German-held Sambre Canal on the 
Western front.

How his poetry makes us feel?
This makes use feel sad by the meaning of this and 
shows how brave he was to join the war at his age . Jane Weir 

Who is Jane Weir? 

What is her poem Poppies about? 

This poem makes us feel? 

Three days before Armistice Sunday

and poppies had already been placed

on individual war graves. Before you left,

I pinned one onto your lapel, crimped petals,

5 spasms of paper red, disrupting a blockade

of yellow bias binding around your blazer.

Sellotape bandaged around my hand,

I rounded up as many white cat hairs

as I could, smoothed down your shirt’s

upturned collar, steeled the softening

of my face. I wanted to graze my nose

across the tip of your nose, play at

being Eskimos like we did when

you were little. I resisted the impulse

to run my fingers through the gelled

blackthorns of your hair. All my words

flattened, rolled, turned into felt

slowly melting. I was brave, as I walked

with you, to the front door, threw

it open, the world overflowing

like a treasure chest. A split second

and you were away, intoxicated.

After you’d gone I went into your bedroom,

released a song bird from its cage.

Later a single dove flew from the pear tree,

and this is where it has led me,

skirting the church yard walls, my stomach busy

making tucks, darts, pleats, hat-less, without

a winter coat or reinforcements of scarf, gloves.

On reaching the top of the hill I traced

the inscriptions on the war memorial,

leaned against it like a wishbone.

The dove pulled freely against the sky,

an ornamental stitch, I listened, hoping to hear

your playground voice catching on the wind

She is Italian grew up in Manchester and grew in 
Belfast for seven years 

Poppies was a response to the losses of 
people who died in the war to show 
respect 

Sad and we all respect all people that 
died in the war. And you feel scared 
aswell.

English Department Update 

Year 10 completed a free writing task based on the poetry of Wifred Owen.  Students wrote letters of 
thanks and imagined that they were soldiers in the trenches. One student even wrote a very special poem 
for a family member.    

Languages Update 

Mrs Barlow’s Year 9 classes have been inviting 
their friends to a ‘Post-lockdown French Party’.  
Pupils have showcased their French vocabulary 
from this term and have designed some great 
invitations! 
Freya Campbell won the class competition for the 
best invite with some amazing key vocabulary. 
 
Well done to all! 



 

 

A BIG THANK YOU to the students who decorated a rock with a design linked to a 
European country.  They look fantastic! 

If you would like to take part, then it isn’t too late to submit your design, hand it in to 
your Languages teacher. 

Competition 

Entries 

Languages Department Update 

Very excited to vote! 
There are three candidates standing for one 
position as student president and 130 students 
are voting. Sally has 24 votes so far, while Katie 
has 29 and Alan has 37. 
How many more votes does Alan need to be 
certain he will finish with the most votes?  

Send your full working out and answers to Entwistle-WilkinsonJ@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. All correct entries will 

gain an Achievement Point and be put in a hat. The first name pulled out wins a box of Chocolate Heroes! 

Maths Department Update 



Well done to Year 9 Art students who have 
started to explore tonal work and Cubism, and 
created some fantastic drawings in response. 
These works are by Jessica Kenyon, Sofia Baker, 
Monique Hall and Hannah Morton. The students 
have overlapped their drawings of plants and 
flowers, then added a range of tones to each 
section to create beautiful compositions.  

Art Department Update 



Year 9 have also been working hard in 
Photography, producing stunning work 
based on their 'Texture' photography. 
Students worked in groups to carefully 
arrange their subjects, taking into 
account the lighting and camera angles 
needed to take successful pictures. They 
then used Photoshop to add a range of 
harmonious or contrasting colours to 
their work. These pieces are by Imogen 
Smith, Harrison Ramwell, Leo Ware-
Dougherty and Finley Nelson.  

Art Department Update 



Whilst we are pleased that many of our students 
choose to cycle to school, we are concerned that they 
need to stay safe since Walshaw Road continues to be  
extremely busy before and after school. As we move 
from autumn to winter we would ask parents to make 
sure that students have the correct protective gear for 
cycling. This includes bright clothing, rear and front 
lights and helmets. It is vital that students are visible 
to other road users and that they are also well 
protected from injury.  

Bike Safety Information 

DID YOU KNOW THAT helmets reduce the risk of a 
serious head injury by nearly 70%?  
 
If you want further advice and guidance to assist your 
child with cycling safety and proficiency please 
explore the bikeability resources which are available 
online at https://bikeability.org.uk/cycle-more/family-
cycling/bikeability-parents-handbook/  

HOMEWORK CLUB – NO NEED TO BOOK IN ADVANCE. 
This year we introduced a booking system for Homework Club to 
ensure that students were kept safely apart in their year group 
bubbles and because of the limited number of places available. 
We are now confident that there are 
enough places to cope with the 
demand for Homework Club and 
that a booking system is no longer 
necessary. Students can turn up on 
the day and attend as many days as 
they want, as in previous years. 
Homework Club is open to Years 7, 8 
and 9 and takes place in the LRC 
every Monday to Thursday, 3pm – 
4pm. 
For further information, please 
contact  
Mrs Barker, LRC Manager  
(barkerc@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk) 

Homework Club 

Accessit Click & Collect 
is off to a flying start! 
This year, students have adapted quickly 
to the new way of borrowing library 
books using the Accessit web app. 
Students can browse the school library 
catalogue from home and reserve a book 
online, which is then delivered to them in 
their form room, or they can choose to 
collect it from the LRC if they prefer. 
Since Accessit Click & Collect was 
launched, there have been 543 web 
searches and 151 library books have been 
issued. Of these, 38 were non-fiction, 
including books on cookery, drawing and 
sport. 
265 individual students have borrowed 
books using Accessit, of which 102 are 
male and 163 are female students. 
The Top Ten Forms for borrowing books 
are: 

Congratulations to 7N for 

borrowing the most number of 

books and for every student in that 

form borrowing at least one book. 

1: 7N  6: 9N 
2: 7S   7: 7E 
3: 7B  8: 7T 
4: 7H  9: 8E 
5: 7O  10: 8N 

https://bikeability.org.uk/cycle-more/family-cycling/bikeability-parents-handbook/
https://bikeability.org.uk/cycle-more/family-cycling/bikeability-parents-handbook/


The next edition of the Elton Times will be emailed on  
Wednesday 2 December 2020 


