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With the students returning for the new half term 
following last week's break, it is really positive 
that they are all now fully used to the new 
systems and processes that we have in place. 
However, with Covid cases still at a high local rate 
we ask that the students continue to think about 
how they interact with others around school and 
also to give their teachers due 'distance' when 
they are in lessons. They also need to continue to 
bring in a mask or face covering as a matter of 
routine, as the school cannot afford to simply 
distribute replacements to the minority who 
seem to forget on a regular basis. We also ask 
that, as we move into the winter season, students 
should make sure that they are wearing suitable 
coats to protect themselves from the weather. It 
is concerning that some are only wearing hooded 
tops under their blazers and this will really not 
protect from the wind and the rain as the 
weather worsens over the coming months.   

When school finished slightly early on the final 
day of last half term, our teachers spent a good 
couple of hours doing further training about 
setting work which can be done online. We 
realise that there will continue to be occasions 
when students have to be sent home to self 
isolate and it is our duty to make sure that the 
work being set is useful, engaging and as 
thorough as possible. More teachers will be 
setting 'loom' lessons, where they talk through 
their lesson to the students. Just as we are 
confident that the teaching that takes place in 
school is of a very high quality, we are aware of 
the need to make online learning a similarly high 
standard and this will continue to be a key focus 
for our teaching team on a weekly basis.  

Over the next couple of weeks we continue to 
have scheduled events which form part of our 
usual school calendar, even if there are some 
changes to how some of those events are being 
run. Year 9 Parents' Evening is taking place 
through a series of phonecalls from tutors, with a 
small group of parents being invited into school 

for separate meetings with key staff. Meanwhile, 
plans for our annual Presentation Evening are 
being finalised and although it cannot take place 
in the usual format we will definitely hold an 
event where students can be rewarded and 
recognised for their achievements over the past 
year. Further details will follow as soon as 
practically possible. We are also collecting 
donations for the poppy appeal through 
our Remembrance  Day commemorations, while 
we are raising money for Children In Need by 
having a non uniform day on Friday 13th 
November (hopefully that won't be a bad 
omen!).  

Finally, over the next week we will be holding 
interviews for those Year 11 students who have 
made applications to become Head Boy and 
Head Girl. We have been very impressed by the 
high standards of applications that have been 
made and will announce the results in the next 
issue of this newsletter.  

Thanks again for your support during this busy 
period. As always, if you have any questions 
about any school-related matter, then please 
contact me directly through my school email 
address - wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

Road Traffic Near Miss 
 
We recently had a ‘near miss’ accident on 
Walshaw Road, where a car only narrowly avoided 
one of our students.   
It is extremely busy at the end of the school day 
and many cars are now electric or hybrid, making 
little noise.   
Can parents / carers please remind their children 
about the need to be aware of the traffic outside 
the school gates.  They should cross the road only 
when clearly visible and where traffic is minimal, 
while they need to keep their eyes and ears open 
at all times.   

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


We wanted to bring this free online chat website to 
your attention (Omegle).  Most recently we have had 
concerns about students using this site to 
communicate with strangers. As this website allows 
users to socialise without the need to register, it 
poses some real safeguarding concerns for our 
students and parents.  
The service randomly pairs users in one-on-one chat 
sessions where they chat anonymously using the 

Safeguarding Update 

names "You" and "Stranger" or "Stranger 1" and 
"Stranger 2" in the case of Spy mode. 
Please talk to your child about online safety and check 
your child’s devices to see which sites they are 
accessing and whether they are at risk of grooming. 

On Friday November 13th we will have a 
non-uniform day in aid of Children in 
Need.  Students will be asked to make a 
minimum donation of £1 on November 
13th. 

If your child has PE on Friday he/she 
should wear clothing that is suited to 
physical activity. 

We thank parents in advance for 
ensuring that that children are suitably 
and modestly dressed for school. 

Non-Uniform Fundraising Day 

Friday 13 November  



In recent Year 8 lessons, students have been learning about the Windrush generation and reading texts written by 
passengers and their descendants. They have watched clips of the passengers departing the ship, written postcards 
from their perspective and read about how difficult life was for immigrants when they arrived in the UK. Finally, 
Year 8 read an essay by novelist Andrea Levy entitled ‘Back To My Own Country’, and answered an evaluation 
question. As you can see, their work was detailed, thorough and thoughtful.  

English Department Update 



Mrs Beard's Year 7 classes have been 
studying cells and have made model 
cells at home. There were some 
fantastic pieces of work and the 
winners were as follows:  

Science Department Update 



High quality support for mental health and wellbeing is available from 
the following organisation without having to join a waiting list. 

Mental Health & Well-Being 

Bumper Birthday Cake 
Last year Gill’s cylindrical 21st birthday cake wasn’t big 
enough to feed all her friends. This year she will double 

the radius and triple the height. 
 

What will be the ratio of the volume of this year’s 
birthday cake to the volume of last year’s 

cake? Leave your ratio in its simplest form.  

Send your full working out and answers to Entwistle-WilkinsonJ@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. All correct entries 

will gain an Achievement Point and be put in a hat. The first name pulled out wins a box of Chocolate 

Heroes! 

Maths Department Update 



 

Maths Department Update 

Practice makes perfect, and it’s true to say that 
the more practice papers you attempt, the better 
prepared you will be for the forthcoming GCSEs 
next year. 
At Elton, we enter our students for the AQA 
examination. Other exam boards, such as 
Edexcel, follow virtually the same curriculum, and 
their papers are also of value when revising.  
The website https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
papers.html contains past papers under the new 

Year 11s – Practice Papers and Model Solutions Online 

specification for both higher and foundation 
students, with mark schemes, model answers and 
video solutions. 
 
Don’t forget other great revision resources at our 
disposal, such as HegartyMaths and 
SchoolExams!  
 
Mr Wilson 

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/papers.html
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/papers.html


Design Technology Update 

Elton Does Lego! 
Year 9 are laying down the foundations for their GCSEs.  Building for 
the future in the shape of Mrs Yates’s technicial drawing lessons. 

After learning about oblique, isometric, 1 point, 2 point and 3 point 
perspective drawings, they began to build for a promising future in 
technology.  The quality of work they are producing would not be out 
of place on Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s office desk! 

Each and every student excelled, as they grasped the task with 
enthusiasm and a smile, helping each other succeed in what is 
considered a difficult exercise.  Brick by brick, their confidence grew 
as they began to construct the bridge which could be the pathway 
from good to great.  As the Year 9’s travel down the magical yellow 
brick road of education, they are realising that, all, in all, they are not 
just another brick in the wall but they can stand on top of the wall, 
ten feet tall! 

 





Around the World in a PE lesson 
Well done to the Year 8 girls who took part in the ‘Around 
The World’ game in PE. Postcards have been sent home to 
the top three teams in each class. Students were given a 
starting country to begin their world tour from and at each 
new destination they had to record their own flight path. 
There were thirty three countries to visit in all, and it was a 
race to fly or run back to their starting country.  
 

PE Department Update 



Congratulations to Rachael Filkins, Year 10, for being selected for the 
Under 15’s Manchester Thunder Academy Programme and Katie Rayner, 
Year 10, for being selected for the Manchester Thunder Pathways 
Programme.  Only twenty girls are selected for each of the squads, with 
hundreds trialling for a place.   

Manchester Thunder is the main Superleague franchise in the North 
West and aims to develop and nurture talented athletes coming through 
the system.  Both the U15 programme and Pathways are part of their 
franchise pathway recognised and supported by England Netball.  
Through the pathway, athletes will get the opportunity to play in 
England Netball competitions, for example, the Netball Performance 
U15 tournament.  All these competitions are used by England Netball to 
scout players.   

Well done to both Rachael and Katie, a fantastic achievement! 

We have introduced Year 11 GCSE PE to a new topic of planes 
and axes in movement. We used jelly babies to help us 
understand where the planes cut through the body and where 
the points of axes are in the body.  

It was a great lesson as once the information was understood it 
was completely edible!  

PE Department Update 



The Elton High School has once again been 
selected as an official judging panel for the Royal 
Society Young People’s Book Prize 2020. Over the 
next few months, our student panel members will 
read and review all six of the books shortlisted for 
the prize. They will be looking at different aspects 
of the book such as ease of reading, interest, look 
and feel and inspiration. The students will give a 
score out of twenty to each book and these 
scores will be collated to find the winning book. 
Our school’s choice will be submitted to the Royal 
Society to help decide the overall winner, which 
will be announced in January. Any student 
wishing to join the school judging panel should 
contact Mrs Colyer or Mrs Barker as soon as 
possible. 

The six books on this 

year’s shortlist are:  

 Astrophysics for Young People in a Hurry – Neil deGrasse Tyson 
 Cats React to Science Facts – Izzie Howell 
 Gut Garden – Katie Brosnan 
 How to Win A Nobel Prize – Barry Marshall 
 In the Key of Code – Aimee Lucido 
 The Everyday Journeys of Ordinary Things – Libby Deutsch          

 

Further information about the Young Person’s Book Prize can be found on the Royal 
Society website: https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemes-awards/book-prizes/young-
peoples-book-prize/      

“The Royal Society Young People’s Book Prize 
brings science and literacy together. It inspires 
young people from across the country to read 
about science and promotes the writing of 
excellent, accessible books for under-14’s. The 
prize is special because young people in schools 
and youth groups from across the UK choose the 
winner.”  

Learning Resource Centre 

https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemes-awards/book-prizes/young-peoples-book-prize/%20%20%20%20%20%20
https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemes-awards/book-prizes/young-peoples-book-prize/%20%20%20%20%20%20


The next edition of the Elton Times will be emailed on  
Wednesday 18 November 2020 


