
 

 
 
 
 
August 27 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

Further to the letter and information that was sent earlier this week, guidance from the 
government about the reopening of schools was updated again on Tuesday evening. I would 
like to outline the main points about the new guidance and how it impacts on your child within 
our school.  
 
As you will have seen reported in the media, the main update was about the wearing of face 
masks/coverings within the school setting. As the Bury area is covered within part of the wider 
Greater Manchester restrictions, the guidance means that from next week all students and 
staff should wear face coverings when moving around the school building and in shared 
spaces where social distancing is difficult. It will not be necessary to wear face coverings in 
lessons as students are being taught as part of their wider ‘year group bubble’. In practice, the 
new guidance means that students and staff will have to wear face coverings when moving 
from lesson to lesson, when queuing for snacks/lunch in the canteen and when arriving and 
leaving the school building. They will be expected to bring in their own face coverings, though 
we will have some spare, disposable masks available in school for use if necessary.  
 
Although this guidance is mandatory and must be followed, some individuals are exempt from 
wearing face coverings and the categories of those individuals can be found through the web 
link shown further below. If that is the case, we ask that those individuals wear a visor when 
walking around the shared school areas and in the places where social distancing is more 
difficult to follow.  
 
The following web link provides details about the categories of exemption, while it also 
provides information about how the face coverings should be stored by the students in a 
clean, hygienic place and should be put on and removed in the correct manner. The link is 
below: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-in-
education/face-coverings-in-education.  
 
As is regularly stated by the government’s scientific advisors, young people currently face 
more risks by not attending school than they do by being in school. Along with the other 
measures that we are putting into place we are confident of providing a varied, enjoyable 
learning experience for the students while limiting the level of risk. We will do all that we can 
to keep the environment as safe and clean as possible, while the students will be reminded to 
take responsibility to regularly wash/clean their hands and use the hand sanitizer stations that 
are around the school site. They are also welcome to bring in their own sanitizer into school 
which they can use during the school day as they wish.  
 
There has also been changing government guidance during the summer holiday about the 
rules following travel to other countries and I would like to clarify our position.  If you have 
travelled abroad to an area that requires a period of 14 day quarantine which will take us into 
the new term, please contact school to inform us about your circumstances. Further guidance 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-in-education/face-coverings-in-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-in-education/face-coverings-in-education


about self-isolation is available on the following link to the government website (how to self-
isolate when you travel to the UK). 
 
For any period of student absence, work will be accessible through Google Classroom and 
further information about the virtual resources will be posted on the school website at the 
beginning of the school term. If your child has to self-isolate due to a positive COVID test or a 
suspected case within your family, we ask that you contact school immediately. Again, your 
child will need to be absent for a period of 14 days (2 school weeks) and work will be accessible 
through Google Classroom as described above.  
 
I do hope that this provides a clear school response to the newly released guidance. On a 
separate note, I have received a few enquiries this week about rules for our PE provision and 
am happy to clarify a couple of points. Firstly, all kit can be purchased 
through https://skschoolkits.co.uk/elton-high-school and it will be delivered directly to 
school. Students can choose to wear shorts and t-shirt or if they prefer to be covered they can 
wear tracksuit bottoms and long sleeved top. To provide wider choice, they can also wear 
plain black kit items from other providers such as Sports Direct, though leggings cannot be 
worn by the girls. As stated in previous information, they should wear their kit to school on 
the days that they are timetabled to have PE and they can wear trainers on those days, as it 
would be uncomfortable to wear school shoes with their thick PE socks. Regarding footwear 
for the new pitch, please see the previous emails and information in the KIT bulletins, but the 
links below are really helpful and show the kind of boots allowed on the 3G pitch, which cost 
from £10 upwards.  
https://www.sportsdirect.com/football/football-boots/artificial-grass-football-
boots#dcp=1&dppp=120&OrderBy=price_asc 
 
https://www.sportsdirect.com/football/football-boots/firm-ground-football-
boots#dcp=1&dppp=120&OrderBy=price_asc 
 
As mentioned previously, the majority of PE lessons will be outdoors and the waterproof 
jacket may also be a useful purchase. We will organise our lessons to make the most of our 
fantastic facilities but will also use common sense to ensure that the children avoid the most 
extreme weather conditions of a north west English winter!   
 
I do hope that this provides another comprehensive update about our preparations for the 
new term and we really appreciate your patience and support with the changing 
circumstances and regulations. I welcome any feedback about these plans and am available 
to answer any questions, concerns or queries; please feel free to contact me directly through 
my personal school email account wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk.    
 
Thanks again for your support and we look forward to seeing the students back in school over 
the coming days.  
 

Kind regards, 
 

 
Jonathan Wilton 
Headteacher 
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