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The purpose of this booklet is to give an insight into our “Preference Curriculum” which 

will allow students some element of choice within the Year 9 curriculum. Students will be 

able to choose two subjects from the following: – 

Art/Textiles, Design Technology, Food Technology, Media, Music or Photography.  

Each child will receive 2 hours of each of his/her preferred subjects every week 

throughout the school year. It is hoped that this will enable each student to gain greater 

depth of knowledge and improved skills. 

Each child will have a form to complete where he/she will rank order these subjects from 

most preferred subject (1) to least preferred subject (6). The form should be handed into 

the School Office by Friday 5th June 2020. 

We are committed to offering these preferences but it should be noted that timetable 

restrictions and class sizes may affect some student options.  

This booklet gives a brief outline of the content of the courses which are being offered in 

the Creative and Technology subjects. We hope that you find the information useful and 

informative. If you have any further questions or queries, please do not hesitate to 

contact me at thompsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk or telephone school on 0161 763 

1434. 

 

Mr D Thompson 

Assistant Headteacher 

 

If you would like further information about any of the courses within this booklet, please 

feel free to contact the following staff :- 

Art and Textiles – Mrs Penfold – Head of Art – penfoldg@erltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

Design Technology – Mr Murphy – Head of Technology – murphyr@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

Food Technology – Mrs Chapman – Assistant Head of Technology – 

chapmanv@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

Media Studies – Mr Farnworth – farnworthb@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

Music – Mrs Stopford – Head of Music – stopfordk@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

Photography – Mr Thomas – Assistant Head of Art – thomasg@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 
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ART AND TEXTILES YEAR 9 SKILLS TRAINING 
 

 

Why study Textiles?   

Fabrics are used to form beautiful works of art using a wide variety of textile techniques such as 

sewing, dyeing and weaving. It is a highly creative and expressive art form. Students will produce 

practical and critical/contextual work in one or more area(s) including fashion and costume, 

printed and/or dyed fabrics and materials, domestic textiles, constructed and/or stitched and/or 

embellished textiles. 

 

Why study Art?   

Art and design enables students to express their own ideas creatively, using a wide variety of 

media whilst understanding and appreciating the work of artists around the world. This is a broad 

course exploring practical and critical/contextual work through a range of 2D and/or 3D 

processes and new media and technologies. It is an unendorsed course where students can work 

in appropriate art, craft and design materials and processes. 

 

What is the content of the course? 

 

SKILLS TRAINING  

 

Students will spend the year following a skills training programme. They will work 

to a theme and explore a variety of images to produce drawings/paintings and 

design work resulting in experimenting with various art & textile crafts and 

techniques. They will develop their skills to the highest standard in preparation for 

the GCSE course. Students will be expected to relate their work to that of a relevant 

Artist and to study styles of art & textiles.   

Students will also be expected to keep a record of their thoughts, ideas and 

influences as they work through the techniques using annotation.  

By the end of the course they will have a portfolio of work showing evidence of 

exploring techniques. 

 

 

Students will produce an independent project based upon a theme. 



Year 9 Design Technology 

 

Why study Design Technology? 

Design Technology is a STEM (Science Technology Engineering Maths) subject 

which are the job sectors predicted by the government to offer the majority of job 

opportunities in the UK and the world over the next twenty years. After studying the 

subject at GCSE it offers excellent pathways to A-level or vocational courses in 

design technology, product design, graphic design, CAD design, 3D design, 

mechanical engineering, electrical engineering, manufacturing/production 

engineering and automotive engineering. Careers opportunities are wide and could 

include aeronautical, chemical, mechanical, electrical, automotive, manufacturing 

and space engineering industries or within the design and construction sectors such 

as product design, game design, interior design, furniture design, 3D/CAD design 

and industrial design. Additionally pupils considering a career in medicine/surgeon, 

dentistry and veterinary science would benefit from the hands-on practical approach 

to learning which will assist them in their career choice.  

What is the content of the course? 

Skills training 

Students will spend the year following a skills training programme. The format of this 

will be focussed practical tasks, design and making tasks and focussed technical 

drawing/CAD tasks. 

The topics of study will be timber, metals, polymers, mechanisms, electronics and 

technical drawing skills including the use of CAD.  

Students will complete one extended design and make task during the year this will 

mirror the NEA format studied at KS4.  

 

Additional useful information 

It is recommended if students wish to study Design Technology at GCSE is that they 

choose to study this subject during Year 9. 

 

 

  



Year 9 Food Preparation and Nutrition 

 

Why study food preparation and nutrition?  

We all need food to survive: it's a product that will be forever in demand. So it's not 

surprising that the sector is Europe's largest and most diverse industry. 

 

Diet, nutrition, food and health have never been discussed so much in the media, food is 

often found at the centre of debates on human health and disease, food security, 

sustainability, food quality and nutrition. Through studying food preparation and nutrition, 

students can explore these current issues and make informed choices about the food 

they eat, whilst learning the practical skills needed to be able to prepare dishes that 

allow them to feed themselves affordably and nutritiously, now and later in life. 

 

If you have an interest in food science, nutritional health and learning how to cook this 

course would be beneficial to you.  

 

What is the content of the course? 

 

Students focus on skill development and will develop a range of different practical skills 

based around the different food groups: 

🞇 Cakes and biscuits 

🞇 Fruits 

🞇 Vegetables and Salads 

🞇 Pastry 

🞇 Bread 

 

In addition to this, students will learn about food safety, British and International 

cuisines, sustainable diets and nutrition.  

Finally, students will present their work of topics relating to food, nutrition, diet and 

health in our new nutrition fair. As part of the assessment, students have to prepare all 

of the information and materials for their stalls and display it in an imaginative and 

engaging way.  

 

Additional Information  

Please note that in the majority of lessons, students will be required to bring in 

ingredients to cook therefore the cost element of this course should be considered 

before opting for this subject.  

 



 Year 9 Media Studies 
 

Why study Media Studies?  
We live in a digital age and consume vast quantities of media from television and cinema 

through radio and podcasts, right up to social media, vlogs and everything else in between. 

There is a booming job market within Media and as Media City is on our doorstep, the 

opportunities to work within Media are too. Within this course, learners will study a range 

of media forms such as newspapers, television, music videos and online and social media. 

Learners will develop their media knowledge, applying correct terminology, understanding 

representations, discovering media industries and applying audience theories. 

What is the content of the course? 

Students will: 

● Develop skills of enquiry, critical thinking, decision-making and analysis 

● Acquire knowledge and understanding of a range of media industries and issues 

● Develop a critical understanding of the media and their role historically and currently 

in society, culture and politics 

● Understand and apply subject-specific terminology to analyse a range of media 

products 

● Develop practical skills by providing opportunities for creative media production. 

 

Students wishing to opt for GCSE Media Studies will find the course beneficial as it provides 

a foundation of key knowledge, theories and terminology that are imperative for accessing 

the higher grade boundaries at GCSE level. 

 

Additional Information  

 

Students will be expected to complete regular learning 

tasks outside of the lesson. Students should expect to 

receive regular homework. This could, for example, 

involve watching a short clip or an episode of a program, 

reading through an article or advert or accessing the 

lesson materials to familiarise themselves with themes, 

topics or theories in advance. 

 



YEAR 9 MUSIC SKILLS TRAINING 

 

Why study MUSIC?  

Studying this subject is not only creative and rewarding but will develop important 

transferable skills such as team work, good communication and self-management. 

The course is focused on exploring music performance and composition through 

film, pop and fusion. Students will be able to form bands and focus on areas of 

musical interest. 

You do not need to read music or already play an instrument in order to choose this 

subject as we will find the right instrument for you. 

Below are some the different topics that will be studied: 

Band Skills/Pop music 

Students will improve their performance skills through getting together and forming 

bands. This will show them how to play band instruments including the drum kit and 

the bass guitar. Students will rehearse together and perform songs in lots of different 

styles including Pop, Rock, Reggae and Blues. 

Garage Band 

Students will learn how to use the garage band app and how to create their own 

music in their chosen styles. Students will compose their own chord patterns and 

loops as well as use the pre-recorded patterns on the app. 

Film Music 

Students will learn about how music enhances drama.  Students will look at different 

types of films and how the music is different, e.g Horror and Action.  

World Music 

Students will look at fusion music through performance and analysis. Students will 

learn about Samba and Bhangra through performance and composition. 

  



YEAR 9 PHOTOGRAPHY SKILLS TRAINING 
 

 

Why study PHOTOGRAPHY?  

Photography is an exciting form of producing Art using digital imagery and 

photo manipulation. Students will produce practical and critical/contextual 

work in one or more area(s) including theme-based photography (portrait, 

landscape, still-life, reportage), documentary photography, photo-journalism, 

narrative photography, experimental imagery, photographic installation and 

new media practice. 

 

What is the content of the course? 

SKILLS TRAINING 

Students will spend the year following a skills training programme. They 

will work to a theme and be expected to take their own photographs 

based on the theme. They will then explore the basic principles of 

photography and experiment with Photoshop techniques to create 

highly developed and imaginative images.  

Students will also be expected to keep a record of their thoughts, 

ideas and influences as they work through the techniques using 

annotation.  

By the end of the course they will have a powerpoint presentation of 

work showing evidence of exploring techniques and ideas. 

 

 Additional useful information. 

 

It is recommended that pupils purchase or have access to a digital camera 

or camera phone for this course. Access to Photoshop would be beneficial. 

 
 

Students will produce an independent project based upon a theme 
 



YEAR 8 TO 9 PREFERENCES       
 

Student’s Name:                                    Form: 

You will have the opportunity to focus upon two of the following subjects during Year 

9 and will experience 2 hours curriculum in each subject per week. 

Please indicate the order of the subjects listed below and we will do our best to 

match your curriculum to the top preferences.  

Use numbers 1-6 (1 being top choice) 

 

Art / Textiles 

 

 

 

Design Technology 

 

 

 

Food 

 

 

 

Media Studies 

 

 

Music 

 

 

 

Photography 

 

 

 

Form to be returned to the Main Office by Friday 5th June 2020 

 

Additional information section. How do your preferences match with your future 

plans? 


