
Friday 15 May 2020 

Elton High—Week 6 

You will have watched the Prime Minister's address 
last Sunday which described the next steps in coming 
out of lockdown. While he stated that primary schools 
should aim to reopen from June 1st for reception/Year 
1/Year 6 classes, there was no mention of students at 
high school.  
However, when the government then released more 
details on Monday evening, they did include more 
guidance about older students. They stated that 'from 
1st June we will ask secondary schools to offer some 
face-to-face support to supplement the remote 
education of Year 10 students who are due to take key 
exams next year'. While there will not be a return to a 
full timetable for Year 10, we are aiming to offer 
sessions in school that can support their learning and 
start getting them back into some kind of routine 
before the summer.  
In making these plans, I have spoken with other 
Headteachers across Bury so as to make sure that 
there is a generally consistent approach across the 
borough. It is important that the return for our Year 
10s is similar to that of other high schools, with us not 
asking for anything radically different for our children 
or our staff.    
We are also working closely as a staff team to ensure 
that any sessions which take place have the core 
principle of reinforcing the safety and wellbeing of 
both students and teachers.  As such, the plans are still 
being developed and I will send further details to 

parents / carers of Year 10 students by next Wednesday. 
We will also be sending a googleform to collect parental 
views and concerns about the proposed return to school 
and we will make further plans based on your responses. 
I emphasise that the key consideration will be the need 
to protect the health and safety of students and staff.  
Further to this, it does seem unlikely that students in 
Years 7, 8 and 9 will be returning before the summer. 
With that in mind, all our teachers are being supported 
to further develop the learning plans and resources for 
these students, while more phone calls will be made 
over the coming weeks to ensure that we keep in touch 
and are made aware of any issues. It is important to 
emphasise that these younger students are equally as 
important as the Year 10 students. It is our duty as staff 
to ensure they are able to still work effectively and, 
more importantly, that we develop processes to help 
them settle quickly back into school when they return in 
September.  
Further details about all of this information will be sent 
out in the coming days, with the final KIT of the half term 
emailed as usual next Friday. In the meantime, please 
feel free to contact me directly if you have any questions 
about any of these matters, while the relevant Heads of 
Department and Learning Co-ordinators are also 
available for support through their email addresses. 
Thanks for your continued patience and support.  
 wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

Headteacher’s Weekly Update 

General Notices: 
FSM Supermarket Vouchers 
 
We have purchased supermarket vouchers for all students eligible for Free School Meals.  
So far parents / carers will have received the following vouchers:- 
 
Week beginning 23 March to 3 April 2020—£23.50 per student 
Week beginning 6 April to 17 April 2020—£30.00 per student 
Week beginning 20 April to 1 May 2020—£30.00 per student 
Week beginning 4 May to 15 May 2020—£30.00 per student 
 
The next vouchers are scheduled to be purchased on Monday 18 May 2020 - however, 
this will be dependant on the Government’s announcement over the weekend and 
whether some students return to school.  Please contact Mrs Filkins via email at 
filkinsj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk for any FSM voucher queries.   

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Year 11 Hoodies 
The Year 11 hoodies are nearly ready. The hoodie company has requested the home addresses for those students 
who ordered their hoodies before the lockdown so their hoodie can be posted home. Due to GDPR laws, we need 
permission from parents to share addresses with the company. Please can parents check emails and complete 
the google form by Sunday 17th May. If we don't have your permission to share this information, your child's 
hoodie will be sent to school and will need collecting.  

Year 11 Prom 
Thank you for the payments that have been made so far. Any payments made before the lockdown will be carried 
forward to the new date for our Prom (Friday 25th September). If you would like to attend the Prom and haven't 
already paid, please can you make your payment by next Friday (22nd May). The online instructions are below: 
 

 
 
Please contact Miss Alexander if you have any problems making the payment.  

e-payments for school trips and events 
Web payments: www.bury.gov.uk/payforit ,then select “School pay-

School name: The Elton High School 

Pupil name: Forename and Surname 

Reference number*: If you are not sure of your UPN, please email Miss Alex-

School DfE number 4004 

Leah Minshull (Year 9) recently took part in the 2.6 challenge for Annabelle’s Challenge. The link to her Just Giving 
page is https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/my-2-6-challenge-6173ec5c-eb53-40c9-bc1e-e82c8daf3183  where 
Leah has documented her activities & updated those who donated to her.  

Annabelle’s Challenge 

http://www.bury.gov.uk/payforit
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/my-2-6-challenge-6173ec5c-eb53-40c9-bc1e-e82c8daf3183


Coronavirus is a tough time 
Its been quite a climb 

Sitting inside with nothing to do 
With something that came just out of the blue 

  
With work set from schools 

With very strict rules 
Us all working together 

With mostly bad weather 
  

Most jobs needing to be done 
Trying to work together and have some fun 

Staying away from friends and family 
Most things ending in a catastrophe 

  
NHS working hard 

Sending good luck cards 
Hoping they will stay safe 

Them wearing extra equipment just in case 
  

We all respect what they are doing 
With them still achieving, still pursuing 

Because coronavirus is a tough time 
And we all know it has been quite a climb 

Poem by Kitty Raynor 



Year 8 Preference  

Curriculum Process 

In Year 8 students experience a full range of creative subjects. 
However in Year 9 students are provided with the opportunity to 
specialise in two chosen subjects, enabling each student to develop 
skills and broaden knowledge. 
 
To help students to decide which subjects to choose, a page has been 
created on the school website with further information. There is an 
Information Booklet, a PowerPoint Presentation, and a link to an 
online form that all students need to complete before Friday 5th June 
2020. Students need to rank order their subject preferences (1 most 
favoured to 6 least favoured).  
Further instructions can be found on the webpage and the form. 
 
If you have any further questions about this process,  please email Mr 
Thompson. Any subject-specific questions can be directed via email to 
the relevant teachers found in the information booklet. 

This is an event that should have taken place before the school closed due to 

lockdown. This affects all students currently in Year 8 who are moving into 

Year 9 from September 2020. 

https://eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk/pathways-year-8/
https://forms.gle/oqQzeQaqvG4hFDwV6
https://eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk/pathways-year-8/
https://forms.gle/oqQzeQaqvG4hFDwV6
mailto:thompsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
mailto:thompsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Department Notices: 

Science Department Update 

KS3 this week have been 
making ice  cream in the 
warm weather. They looked at 
the Chemistry behind ice 
cream and how the properties 
of the different components 
used.  

Year 9 Biology have been making 
models of DNA to look at its 
structures and its shape.  

Year 10 Biology have been 
creating a naked egg to 
look at cell structure and 
the effects of Osmosis  



Art Department Update 







Maths Department Update 

Get Snapping! 
Many students are continuing to produce wonderful examples of 
note-taking and written work to accompany their online tasks and 
uploading this to their Maths Google class. It is important not to 
neglect this aspect of work. Research shows that work that is purely 
done on a keyboard is far less likely to be remembered in the long 
run.  Keeping a portfolio of your written work during this 
homeworking period, either on paper or in an exercise book, will 
provide an especially useful revision tool for the time when we 
return to school. 
We do ask and encourage students to take pictures of the written 
work they do.  They should attach these pictures, when they mark a 
task as ‘done’, in Google class. This provides further information to 
the teacher about the progress they are making over this period, as 
well as useful insights about common errors. 
In normal times, we would expect homework to be written in 
HegartyMaths exercise books as well as being completed online.  In 
most cases, it is difficult to complete online work without doing the 
working out on paper first. It would helpful for us if parents could 
check that students are making notes and doing the written working 
out when completing their online assignments. 
To date, teachers have primarily been setting tasks which 
consolidate on prior learning, As the period of homeworking 
extends, teachers are beginning to set tasks which students may not 
have encountered in lesson. For students to successfully digest this 
new learning, it will be essential that they: 
 Watch the accompanying video tutorials 
 Contact their teacher through Google classroom if they are stuck 

or unsure 
 Attach evidence of written work when submitting their tasks 

online 
If these elements are followed, students will be helping themselves 
to grow their knowledge and avoid stagnation while homeworking 
continues.  Please see below some more exemplar work being done 
currently by our students. 
 
Take care and stay safe, Mr Wilson 



Languages Department Update 

Whilst our KS3 classes are busily getting on with their cultural projects, we thought we would take the 
opportunity to give an insight into the work our KS4 classes are doing. 

All of the languages teachers have been setting work from the GCSE syllabus, following the scheme of work 
we would be delivering if we had been in class.  Each assignment has been carefully planned so that the 
students feel like they are still in the lesson, with videos attached which offer clear explanations, when we 
feel that students require more clarity and guidance. 

It is an understatement to say that the work our French and Spanish students have been producing has been 
of an extremely high standard – and we would go as far to say that the quality of the work is at the same 
standard we would expect if we had taught them face-to-face.  So this is a HUGE THANK YOU to all of the Year 
10 students who have been consistently sending back work, and for the effort and high quality work you are 
submitting to your teachers.  We have included some examples below, but this is just a small sample and we 
think you are ALL wonderful. 

Writing about his town (Jay Cook) Practising the superlative (Billy Barnes) 

An extended sentence game (Owen Self) Combining the future tense with the weather and 

free time plans  (Gurleen Kaur) 

Writing about sports (Fatima Chaudhary) Practising a key verb in different tenses (Jack Booth) 



Mrs Hallsworth’s stars of the week are….. 

Year 7 

* Lilah Capps 

* Max Chamberlain 

* Maia Galloway 

* Tom Gibson 

* Joseph Smith 

* Zak Walsh  

Year 8 

* Oliver Bates 

* Imogen  

Haworth 

* Imogen Smith 

* Alex Wild 

* Mia Wilde 

Year 9 

* Katy Buggie 

* Olivia Edge 

* Olivia Hamilton 

* Jasmine Holt 

* Matthew Jackson 

* Charlie Richards 

Year 10 

* Kieran Chesworth 

* Kristian Forrest 

* Paige Naylor 

* Amy Turton 

Pupil of the week 
Albert Cottam in Year 8 for his excellent slavery source analysis and exam question 

Miss Ryder would also like to give a special mention to these year 9 students who have 

consistently sent in amazing work online since we have been working from home. 

 

 Ellie Armstead 

Reece Bates 

Francesca Cusack 

Mia Davenport 

Harley Hutchinson 

Ethan Jones 

Leah Minshull 

Knikita Nabb 

Katie Raynor 

Emily Schofield 

Haariss Fiaz 

Ellie McCullock 

Charlie Teale 

Lucy Gibbs-Lomax 

Sam Kirkby 

Ethan McCullough 

Chloe Prescott 

James Rothwell 

History Department Update 



May 1940 - a hard month for us pilots. We were 
overpowered by the Germans and we struggled to stay 
alive. So many of my friends had died. We were teamed up 
with the French to try and take our power back from the 
Germans but it just could not be done. This time they were 
stronger than ever - I was scared for my life. I had wanted 
to be in the army since I was little, but i never dreamed of it 
becoming this hard and I had never once thought of the 
extreme dangers that this World War could have given us. 
Towards the end of May we were told that we were going 
to have to attempt to rescue 300,000 British and French 
soldiers from the beaches of Dunkirk. It was dangerous and 
threatening. With the Germans being this strong, there was 
a chance that everyone would die and we would never see 
our families again. With the unexpected overpowering from 
Germany in the sky, France had surrendered but I knew 
that Britain would not. We had heard that Hitler was 
surprised that we would not be surrendering and so he 
ordered an invasion plan: Operation Sealion - to take 
Britain’s land. 
In the sky, Germany was stronger than they had ever been. 
Compared to our 600 fighter planes, they had 824 and 1017 
bombers. Looking back at these digits now it frightens me. 
Us soldiers were living in fear and terror, our lives were at 
stake and Germany had the upper hand. We feared for our 
lives. The German planes were much faster than ours - it 
only took them 5 minutes to fly to Britain from France and 
it took us 15 minutes to even get in the air. Their advantage 
was not only shocking but it made us extremely vulnerable 
as a country. You can’t even imagine how scared we were 
but the longer we feared for our lives, the easier it was for 
the Germans to win. By us living in fear it allowed them to 
control us and that was not what we wanted. Luckily, I was 
well trained but there were many British pilots that were 
most definitely not, they had very little training due to the 
war coming on as quickly as it did and it was hard for them 
to pick things up, especially under pressure. We managed 
to train around 200 new pilots a month but again, Germany 
were succeeding with 800.  
Throughout the month of July, the RAF managed to recruit 
many more pilots from allied countries. However, we were 
not winning yet. Throughout the Battle of Britain, over 3000 
pilots fought for us and 2000 of these were from Britain. 
But the war was not over yet, Germany was still striving for 
success and they were achieving it. Churchill was not going 
to allow us to lose, no matter how terrified we were. We 
knew that we were fighting for our country and knew that 
we were already doing them proud back home. However, I 
knew that we had to work that much harder to defeat the 
Germans and take back our power in the skies. We were 
joined by pilots from all over the world, our allies of course, 
By this time I had met so many people and we all wanted 
the same thing - to defeat the Germans. 
Everything has gone wrong. It is now August and we have 
been trying to take back power in the sky for around 3 
months now. It's hard. It feels like we are getting nowhere. 

Last week, Year 9 learned about the Battle of Britain.  They then wrote a diary for a pilot 

who fought in the battle during the summer of 1940.  The diaries were fantastic, but this 

one written by Ellie Armstead was both a particularly good read.  Well done, Ellie! 

The Germans have wiped out our airfields and we all feel so 
defeated. Nobody wants to lose and nobody wants to die, 
but at the moment, that's exactly what’s happening.  We 
don’t have nearly enough pilots and we are struggling to 
stay safe in the sky. No one knows what to do.  
Maybe our luck is finally changing. Us Britains have 
managed to produce this new radar technology that allows 
us to see the enemy aircraft before it has even reached our 
skies. We might just be taking back our land. At the 
moment, we have installed 51 radar stations that i've 
recently heard about and it is now so much easier to attack 
the German planes in minutes. Even if they are faster than 
ours and they have many more than us. For the first time 
ever, the Germans are actually struggling and are losing 
more planes than us! Also, we are making so many more 
planes than the Germans. They're only making 150 a month 
compared to our 550. This new technology is bringing 
everyone's spirits up and the morale seems so much better. 
We aren’t out of danger yet. Even though we may be taking 
over the skies again, I just heard that when Winston 
Churchill asked what British planes were available other 
than the ones in the air. The answer was none. Maybe, we 
spoke too soon and we are nowhere near to defeating the 
Germans. It seems like many of our planes are being 
destroyed and I'm now getting more scared by the day. I 
miss my family and my children. I just wish that I could go 
and see them but at the moment it looks like I won’t be 
seeing them for a while, 
We are still controlling the Germans in a way, they are 
losing around 60 planes a day compared to our 25 in one 
day. Even though the 15th will be our final engagement of 
the Battle of Britain I’m still not sure what’s going to 
happen. Has Hitler got a plan? Nobody knows. 
It is not over. We have heard that Hitler may be postponing 
his Operation Sealion but we all know that he is going to 
have more tactics.  
Hitler has decided that he is going to bomb British cities at 
night. I'm now extremely scared for my family's life. I have 
no idea what is going on at home. Hitler seems to be quick 
at changing his tactics and we have no idea what may come 
next. Throughout October the Germans have been 
bombing cities at night and coastal towns during the day. 
No one is safe. However things may be going our way. We 
believe that Hitler may be calling off his invasions and we 
may have won.  
October 31st 1940 - I think we may have won the Battle. 
The RAF may have just won. We may have suffered terribly 
and there is an extreme amount of fatalities and destroyed 
aircrafts but we prevented the Germans from achieving air 
superiority and the Germans can do no more.  



Design Tech Department Update 
Year 8 completing a technical drawing task. In the form of a one point perspective drawing. 



KIT will be sent every Friday during the current lockdown.   

Next issue to be sent Friday 22 May 2020  

ICT Department Update 

Pupils in KS3 have been completing the Inspiring Digital Enterprise Award, known as iDEA.  
It covers a whole host of digital skills and is recognised throughout industry.  It’s the digital 
version of the Duke Of Edinburgh award and perfect for the current climate! 

Pupils need 250 points for a Bronze Certificate, which they can either print at home or 
request a copy to be posted to school, they are very nice certificates too! The can add 
these to their portfolio for future applications to college or employment.  The can then 
move on to the Silver Certificate, for which they need 400 points.  Gold is currently under 
development.  

 

Congratulations to our new Bonze Award winners! 

Alabama McClear – Year 8 

Luca Kneale – Year 9 

Emma Broome – Year 9 

 

Fantastic achievements, were so proud of you! 

Mr Arshad, Mrs Gagne & Mrs Bajwa 


