Elton High—Week 2
Friday 3 April 2020

Headteacher’s Weekly Update
Welcome to the second issue of our new weekly
newsletter which provides the necessary updates
about Elton High during this period of general
school closure.
I think it is a fantastic reflection on our students and
on our staff that we have been able to put together
such a comprehensive update about the work being
done in this past week. We are keenly aware that
everyone has been gradually coming to terms with
the new way of working and the teachers are still
finding their feet with the new systems. However,
we are confident that a routine will develop over
time and reinforce our request that students should
try to stick to their daily timetable. It is clear that
hundreds of students are engaging with the
activities really well and the examples in this
bulletin illustrate only a small fraction of the
excellent work that has been received. I would also
like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Filkins for
her time in putting all this information together and
also to Mrs Byrne for her daily work on The Elton
Blog, which is proving a very engaging way of
enabling the students to share pictures and stories
and to keep in touch.
As we enter the Easter holiday period we still have

no indication about the possible reopening of schools
across the country. From what the government are
saying, we expect the current lockdown to remain in
place for the weeks immediately after Easter and a
possible return to school for sometime in May at the
earliest. We will obviously keep you closely updated
as soon as further information is released.
While school is open for a small number of students
after Easter, we offer a polite reminder that
government advice is for all children to stay at home
unless there is absolutely no alternative childcare
provision - we thank all parents/carers for your cooperation with this guidance.
Thanks again for your patience and support during
this difficult period. I know from first hand experience
how difficult it is to keep young children happy and
engaged when they are working at home (!) and
your efforts are really appreciated. We will continue
to do all that we can to make this situation as
manageable as possible and hope that you manage to
have a good Easter break. As always, if you have any
queries or questions about school then please contact
me directly as required.
wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk

General Notices:
Year 7 Grade Cards
The Grade Cards for Year 7 students have been completed and are being sent to all parents/carers today (Friday
3rd April). There are dozens and dozens of fantastic reports and we ask that parents go through the reports with
the children and carefully read the comments from staff.
As you may know, all students are given a grade for 'Attitude to Learning' in school and for homework, with the
maximum grade being 4. Three students in the year group managed to gain a maximum set of scores for every
single subject - an amazing achievement! Those students are : Jessica Heyes (7S), Matilda McGough (7L) and
Imogen Roddy (7T). Congratulations to those students and to the wider year group for their impressic reports - we
look forward to similar success as they move into Year 8 over the coming months.

Year 9 Peer Mentor Application
Information about this very important role has been emailed to all Year 9 students and an application form has also
been shared. The deadline for returning applications is Friday 24th April 2020.

Free School Meals
Supermarket Vouchers
We have purchased supermarket vouchers for all students eligible for
Free School Meals from a company called Wonde. Anyone on FSM
should have received an email / text to which you need to select which
voucher you would like. Once selected, your voucher will then be
emailed / text for you to use as necessary.
If you have any queries or issues with this scheme, please contact Mrs
Filkins via email at filkinsj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk or 0161-763-1434 for
further information.

LRC Online Resources
Even though school is closed you can still log on to Accessit, the library web app. The home page is now
full of resources and information to support students working from home. There are links to useful
educational resources to help with schoolwork, links to free e-books and e-magazines, as well as a variety
of fun and recreational activities to do at home. If you are worried about coronavirus, there are links to
resources which will help you cope with your anxieties. You can access the Elton Blog from here, too. I will
be adding further information every week, so keep checking Accessit to see what’s new.
If you have any questions, or would like to suggest websites, blogs or videos that could be added to
Accessit, please let me know by email: barkerc@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
Click on the link below, or go the The Elton High School website, where you will also find a link. https://
uk.accessit.online/thl02/#!dashboard
Mrs Barker, Learning Resource Centre Manager

Department Notices:
Department Update—PE
As we all adapt to our new daily routines it is more important than ever
that we all keep active and fit. To help and share ideas about how to
keep fit we have created a Keep Fit at Home Google Classroom. Please
join using the code 457u37f or follow us on twitter @eltonhighpe. We
have been uploading workouts for the whole family including
Grandparents (Vitality and Yoga). The PE department have all been
taking part in two daily challenges that can be found on darebee.com,
Iron Will and Arms of Steel. Don't forget if you are getting into running
for the first time as part of your daily outdoor exercise please do
consider using the Couch to 5K app which can also be found on the NHS
website.
We hope you sign up to our ‘Keep Elton Active’ initiatives and please
feel free to share ideas and feedback of your workouts.

Department Update—Maths
Well done to so many of our students for really showing how homeworking is working! We will
be regularly showcasing just some of the great examples of on-line work.

YEAR 7 – White Rose Maths

YEAR 8 – Hegarty Maths / SENECA Learning

YEAR 9 – Hegarty Maths / SENECA Learning

YEAR 10 – Hegarty Maths / SENECA Learning /
Corbett Maths

YEAR 11 – Hegarty Maths / SENECA Learning /
Past Papers/ On Maths

Keep up the good work, everyone!
From all in The Maths Department

Department Update—Geography
Google Classroom
Codes
Mrs Shepherd
10A1 - wsprcu
9W3 - hnee7ze
9W1 - 47ze3dj

Mrs Thompson
7E2 h3e5hct

8W1 - lwryei2

7W1 dun6mlu

8W4 - lu2mkvo

8E2 - rwwztif
8E4 - etpqmmz
7W2 - wcgqy3b
7W4 - umyqwvf
7E1 - m7e3sxc

8E1 fjfjbz5

8E3 i5fqxau
9E2 wkb22kj
9E4 mjpwsdb
9W4 mchex6r

Mrs Shepherd 8E Form sp25oon

Geography Ecosystems Project
Well done to Sofia Baker - what a fantastic project!

Well done to Molly McRory - what a
fantastic project!

Callum Spanner From 8E3 Geography has
worked really hard to produce a Mountain /
Alpine ecosystem, complete with annotations
about it—well done!

Department Update—English
Gangsta Rap—Book Review
By Daniel Rigby
‘Wonderfully raw and gripping and a
true representation of where talent
can take you.’
Gangsta Rap is a story about the struggles of being
both incredibly talented but also from a background
that would hurt even the strongest of people. The
story centres around Ray, a young man with issues
both at school and at home, and his dream.
The book starts with Ray joining his friends, Prem and
Tyrone (boys who have been kicked out of school, the
boys who were trouble wherever they went, the boys
who were an embarrassment to their families). But it
turned out all they needed was a chance to prove
themselves through their music. From then on, the
book takes you through their journey from recording
their first record to going on a full UK tour with
everything in-between from an amazing first gig to a
shoot-out on a tour bus.

balance. There is no doubt that anyone, who reads
the book and is interested in music, would love this
insight to the life of a young, talented but
controversial group of musicians.
This book is perfect for both teenagers and adults
alike who want to see what its like to be both a
musician and a gangster who lives their life on the
streets. In my opinion the book is fantastic, and you
could genuinely read it over and over again and not
get bored. This book is wonderfully raw and gripping
and a true representation of where talent can take
you.

This book is great as it shocks you but makes you
laugh at the same time.The story twists and turns at
every step of the journey that you can go along with.
Part of the books are quite tense and nerve-racking
but that serves as an antidote to some of the jokes
and hilarity that follows and provides a perfect

There is some superb work taking place on Google
Classrooms and Seneca Learning:-

Skye Mattocks

Knikita Nabb

Daisy Shenton

Ruby Rathmill

Aimee Brooks

Katie Rayner

Kian Grannell

Hannah Keown

Cai Williams

Ellie O'Neill

Harris Tottell

In Year 9 have made some insightful comments in the
online discussion about Of Mice and Men.

In Year 8 have been sharing great reads and fantastic
facts that they have learned from their reading.

Ready Player One Film Review
By Emily Dennis
Ready Player One is a futuristic film about an online
world called the Oasis, where everything people do
takes place. The plot follows a boy called Wade Watts
as he tries to find an easter egg left by the game’s
creator-James Halliday- just before he died. Whoever
gets the easter egg will win complete control of the
Oasis along with half a trillion dollars. Though it is set
in the future, the plot (like the book) revolves around
eighties culture, which gives it a different feel to other
films of the same genre.
The plot of Ready Player One is unique, as the time
period and culture in it contrast so much. Though
some plot points aren’t very well explained, the
storyline is easy to follow, but not so simple it is
unenjoyable. The plot in the film differs greatly to the
plot in the book, but this does not change the quality
of the film, it even makes it more interesting as you
aren’t just watching what you have already read, you
are watching a slightly different story. However, key
features of the story have been kept the same so that
the endings of the two are the same.
The music in Ready Player One is also extremely well
done, as all the songs in it are from the eighties, which
is true to the story as it revolves around pop culture
from this era. The music fills you with anticipation for
what will happen and it sets the scene very well. It
also makes you feel closer to the main characters
compared to the antagonist corporation IOI, as you
are getting a look into what they enjoy to listen to.
The acting is this film is very strong as you truly get a
feel for who the characters are. The protagonist
character’s actors convince you to root for them in
the race to the easter egg, and the protagonist’s
actors create characters which are truly detestable,
which makes you even more interested in the film and
the fate of each person. The extremely believable
performances make you wish you could visit this
dystopian world, step into Halliday’s Oasis and hunt
for the egg alongside the characters.
Overall, I would fully recommend this film to people
over the age of twelve. Though it can be enjoyed
more if you have knowledge of the eighties, and
probably more so if you lived through it, this
knowledge is not essential to enjoy the film. It leaves
you feeling pleased and satisfied as it comes to a
completely closed end and is good to watch if you
don’t want to have to concentrate too hard on
complex plots as it is easy to follow.

Year 10 have produced some
brilliant reviews:Heather Lansdale

Daniel Rigby

Jack Healy

David Chew

Jay Cook

Emily Dennis

Joe Hamer

Emma Halpin-Foden

Macy Kerr

Emma Wild

Milly Neary

Fatima Choudry

Noah Wright Veale

Harry Burston

Sienna Brown

Harry Duffy

Amy Turton

Dan Palfrey

Fantastic Beasts And Where To
Find Them—Film Review
By Emma Halpin Foden
This film is a fantasy film which takes you back to the
realm of wizardry from the Harry Potter series. It is set
in America with the quirky main character of Newt
Scamander. This film takes you on the journey of
Newt’s life in this foreign country where the riles of
magic are different to those in England. Its these
differences that could cause Newt to end up in a lot
of trouble.
I think that the story has a brilliant plot and its
rollercoaster like structure helps keep you wanting
more. It has lots of cliff hangers and unexpected
changes in event. It does have its more peaceful
scenes but that doesn’t last very long. The magical
adventure is one that shouldn’t be missed. Especially
when Newt accidentally ropes an ordinary person into
his shenanigans. Watch as the characters race against
the clock to locate and capture the evil before it
destroys the city and even the world. The story is a
never ending circle of excitement and fascination that
will keep you on the edge of your seat.
The music is magnificent and unique while still
keeping in line with the style used in the Harry Potter
Series. Along with the storyline the music helps to
build up the tension to the danger scenes and helps
show the evil that lurks around the corner. The music
has been cleverly planned to help explain the
characters feelings in the magical world.
The actors are exquisite at representing different
types of people in society that all come together to try
to protect the city. The actors are good at showing
their characters quirks and flaws as well as how they
build up a good relationship together.
I would say that the seeing this film in the theatre was
a magnificent experience and one that I would gladly
do again. It surrounds you in the fantasy world full of
magic and mystery.
To conclude, I would absolutely recommend this film
but I do agree with the age rating and would suggest
not showing it to young children. This film is really
exquisite and is a great way to forget about your day
and to engulf yourself in a magical world.

Some superb writing has been
produced by these students
using google classrooms:Amber Brown

Shannon Bates

Anisah Imran

Sophie Sandiford

Grace O’Brien

Hannah Shaw

Imaan Fatima
Lauren Heyes
Rachel Gunning

Lion King: The Musical
By Joe Hamer
It is not an understatement to say that I had had my
fair share of theatre experiences throughout my
childhood ranging from bad to worse. However,
‘blessed’ as I was with poor previous experiences I
decided to hold no grudges towards the Lion King,
which has a stunning film adaptation, as I took my
seat and blocked out thoughts of the waking
nightmare by Andrew Lloyd Webber, Starlight
Express.
Initially, I was pleasantly surprised to see a set which
was not only bold and striking, but also managed to
capture the essence of the pride lands prior to Scar’s
uprising. The bright lights imitated the sun playing
gracefully over the vivid plains, until in the scenes
after Scar took the throne, they dimmed and a ghastly
light was thrown over the set, to emphasise the decay
and horror which was to arise thanks to Scar’s poor
ruling. In addition to this, the costume choice made
for a spectacular performance as actors danced
gracefully across the stage while balancing dramatic,
over-sized headpieces. One such example of this is the
“Lioness Hunt”, where the actresses must perform an
extremely complicated dance, made all the more
difficult by the large headpieces present throughout
the show.
Next, I would like to talk about the phenomenal
dances performed throughout the show, as I have
already mentioned the actors had to perform these
with large headpieces which represented the animal
they were portraying. As I have already given an
example, I will generalise the dances as to not bore
you, the reader, with details. Overall, the dances
came thick and fast and although I am no dance
aficionado even my uneducated eyes could bask in
the glory of the meticulously practiced routines, none
failed to impress individually, however there is only so
much vibrant dancing one can take and as such I soon
found the fast pace monotonous and tiring to watch
for the umpteenth time.
Thirdly I will talk about the director’s choices
throughout the musical, for one, I view the choice to
leave the dance after the death of Mufasa as a poor
one from every adaptation I have thus far seen and
although this is standard across the board, I would
have liked to see more of this director’s influence in
this part of the play as it is a clear turning point as
Simba is tricked into leaving and Scar becomes the allmighty dictator, not dissimilarly to Macbeth’s rise to
power. However, I still feel prejudiced towards such a
upbeat dance scene after such a tragic moment. It

wouldn’t have been too much to ask to change this
scene or adapt it slightly to make it more appropriate
as the director has already shown he is willing to do,
as the “Lioness Hunt” is exclusive to the musical
performance of the book.
Finally, the musical score did not leave anything out,
to my great satisfaction. Fond childhood memories
took over and soon I found myself singing along to
each and every song which was ingrained in my head
from multiple viewings of the film adaptation. I was
not the only one however as most of the theatre
found their singing voice and sang loud and clear all
the lyrics to “The Circle of Life” leaving the mood in
the theatre very upbeat and as this was present
throughout the play it limited the damage of the poor
choice made to have a dance after Mufasa’s death.
Overall, a very unforgettable experience with
countless positives from individual and group
performances.
Lion King: The Musical is a wondrous experience and
not one to be missed if the opportunity to see it
arises.

Lord Of The Flies—Book Review
By Hayden Tucker
“Lord Of The Flies” is a unique book, where William
Golding wonderfully utilises character’s behaviour to
portray the message he is trying to show.
Firstly when I read this book I was immediately
entranced by it, often thinking of it days, even weeks
after I had read it. This is mainly because of its daring
content which is portrayed in the very best of ways by
the craftsmen that is William Golding. This reason was
one of the many that inspired me to write a review of
this novel - I want to share how great it is and the
issues within humanity that it addresses in clever
ways.
In the beginning of the novel, the reader is presented
with a group of British boys who have been stranded
on a tropical island. The boys are all juvenile, the
oldest ones not more than twelve, and the island is
(seemingly) serene and gorgeous. The stage seems set
for the boys to have a wonderful romp in paradise,
but as disagreement breaks out amongst them and
tensions rise, something may go wrong in their life of
paradise… but what is it?
On a symbolic level, the novel deals with the effects of
war on the human race and the ways in which it can
turn Earth, our own used-to-be-Paradise, into
something different…
The main characters that Golding effectively uses to
show emotion, and the different sides of humanity in
his book are: Ralph, Piggy, and Jack Merridew.
Ralph personifies a good intentioned leader who
struggles between upholding the law and his own
needs. Ralph soon realises the necessity for a
structured environment, but at the same time he
wants to give in to his own selfish desires. Moreover,
Ralph does not have the inborn charisma of a
“natural” leader, but he is the most capable leader
amongst the boys. He has the conch, which Golding
uses as a symbol of leadership and government.
Although - he is not perfect.
Piggy personifies a weak individual yet with
intellectual qualities. Sadly, his obesity and asthma
prevent him from playing and working with the other
boys. Furthermore, his isolation and alienation due to
his physical problems and his sheltered life with his
aunt mirror the separation and alienation of the
scientific/academic community from mainstream
world affairs. What is more, Piggy’s dependence on
his glasses — without which he is nearly helpless —
represents the reliance on an intellectual’s knowledge
for their “power and survival”.
Jack Merridew personifies both tyranny and the
destructive, reckless side of human nature. He has a

great deal of charisma but very little foresight; his
view of the world is centered on satisfying his own
desires for power and pleasure.
His insistence on being called by his last name in the
beginning of the book shows that he has a military
mindset and a distorted view of himself and his peers.
He doesn’t really see anyone, including himself, as
being a real person with a heart, soul and feelings.
However, most of the other boys can only see his
charisma, and his military persona makes him seem
like the natural leader to follow. But in reality Jack is a
very poor leader, providing only quick, superficial
answers to their problems.
The style of Lord Of The Flies is carefully crafted by
Golding, creating an abundance of tension (especially
at the end). This tension is effectively created because
of the inner turmoil and rise and fall within each
chapter. In addition, the book heavily references real
problems within society whilst maintaining its
fantastical fiction storyline.
To conclude, this 1954 engaging, hard-to-put-down,
and brilliant book is great at touching upon relevant
issues today, whilst still leaving you frantically turning
its pages and wanting to find out what will happen
next. Personally, I would recommend this book to an
individual who thoroughly enjoys reading and wants a
unique book to devour.
Happy reading!

Department Update—
Design Technology
The students in Year 9 who have opted to study GCSE Design
Technology have been set a task to watch an episode of the
popular BBC show The Repair Shop. We have set a series of
questions and encouraged them to watch with their family
members. The new series started last Wednesday on BBC1. It
must have had good ratings to move from BBC2 to BBC1!
Tune in and see what you think. This is picture of me watching!
Thanks and keep safe, Mr Murphy

Year 8 students have been set a Design Technology assignment
through Google Classroom.
The task is centred around a designer's responsibility to the
environment's natural resources, waste materials and the
manufacture of products.
With a submission deadline of 6th April, some students have
already responded and submitted some excellent work.
The students should be commended for their efforts as they have
clearly thought about the assignment task with detail. They have
decided what they should make, the materials they could
resource at home and how their product would spare natural
resources, help save the environment and protect wildlife.
The Design Technology department are very impressed with how
the students have managed their timetable at home and this
assignment at this difficult time.

Charlotte Whittle

Ellie Fish

Joshua Butler

Anna Gisbourne

Department Update—Science
The Science department set work this week whereby students had to go out and take pictures of images they
thought of when they heard the word Ecology. We were inundated with images, these were taken during their one
hour exercise opportunity, gardens or home. Some brilliant responses, keep it up Year 9,10 and 11. We will be
finding ways of rewarding excellent submissions. Special mention to Emily Dennis who made an excellent model.

Emily Dennis

Caitlin Small

Google Classroom Codes
Miss Martin's Biology classes:
Year 11:
11T1:6in3rrgrvn
11T2:4lyvpoxord
11T3:grx69t5otw
Year 10:
10C2: 5c20s81uft
10C4: op4h25kcsx
10C6: qj3o2cehv0
Year 9:
9C2: bnnykgi0gc
9C4:eykl3scv86
9C6:vje0q8dr09

Miss Alexander's
Chemistry classes:
9C5- vor6auh
11T1- y7e32o2
11T2- 2mxk5ol
11T3- gzupil4

Faith Parker

Spencer Bland

Department Update—Art
We have put together a project that you can
work on at home. You can access it on Google
classrooms using Year 8 Art Code shky3sn. We
will collect work in when you return to school.
Please email your art teacher if you have any
questions.
Good luck from the Art team
penfoldg@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
thomasg@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
buxtona@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
We already have work submitted!
Students have been fantastic. We have other
projects up our sleeves and will be holding
competitions in the future.

Art Department
Instagram Page
We will be using our new Art Department Instagram page to
showcase the outstanding current work being done by Art,
Photography and Textiles students from all year groups.
The account is
EltonHS_Arts
https://www.instagram.com/
eltonhs_arts
Students can also use the
hashtag #elton_arts on their own
work so we can view what they are
doing.

Department Update—History
We have been really impressed by
history classes, with a high work return
rate and the students working really
hard.
We are thankful to the students for their
efforts and look forward to continued
excellence over the coming weeks.

Department Update—MFL
We are really proud of how hard many of our
students are working and want to say a big
thank you to everyone who has completed
their work online over the past two weeks.
We are so impressed with the way many
students have embraced this new way of
learning.
It is vital that students sign up to the
appropriate google classroom for languages
as we will be setting work and giving
feedback via google classroom over the
coming weeks. We have posted some
exciting language related challenges on
google classroom for years 7, 8 and 9 to
complete over Easter. We would be grateful if
you could check that your child has signed up

to the appropriate google classroom as
currently only half of years 7, 8 and 9 have
signed up. Codes are given below (students
have also received these via their school
email). Please note that year 10 and 11
classes may have additional class codes from
their own teachers.
Year 11 French: 7364tne
Year 11 Spanish: dpivpty
Year 10 French: zugrfph
Year 10 Spanish: iucvycy
Year 9 Spanish: u256dz7
Year 8 French: cunxlux
Year 7 Spanish: 5zjo35x

Next issue of KIT will be on
Friday 24 April 2020

