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Update—Coronavirus
Further to the letter which was sent to all parents / carers yesterday, there have been further
announcements from the government which require subsequent responses from a school perspective.
1. Daily routine
I am leading assemblies to all year groups to reinforce the
main facts about the virus and to remind the students
about how they should act so as to minimise their own
personal risk - the most obvious point being the proper,
regular washing of hands. We have increased the hours of
cleaning across the school and will now have a member of
staff working throughout the school day to keep the key
areas of the building as clean as possible.

2. Student Illness
The updated guidance emphasises that children should not
attend school if they are showing any symptoms of the
virus - the main symptoms being regular, continuous
coughing and/or high temperature. Further to this, if any
member of their family is displaying such symptoms the
child needs to remain at home. The government advice is
now that all members of the family should self-isolate for
fourteen days (even if they are not showing signs of the
illness). If this is the case, please ring the school office on
0161-763-1434 and give notice of the forthcoming two
week absence.
If any students start to develop these symptoms during the
school day, then parents/family will be contacted and we
will ask that they are collected from school at the earliest
opportunity.

3. School Trips and Events
We have taken the decision to cancel this Thursday’s Year 8
Parents’ Evening so as to reduce the possibility of infected
individuals spreading the virus. The Parents’ Evening has
now been rescheduled for Thursday 2 July 2020 and we will
be in touch nearer that time about arrangements for the
event.
We were also left with no option but to cancel the
forthcoming Geography trip to Iceland. We are really sorry
about this cancellation and realise that it will leave many of
the students feeling disheartened and upset. We will do all
that we can to ensure that full compensation is provided to
parents and will be aiming to hold the trip again in the
future.
There is also a History trip to London scheduled for
weekend of 27th-29th March. Based on current guidance
this trip is still going ahead but we are obviously taking
advice on a daily basis and it may need to be cancelled
nearer to the event.

4. School Closure
At present the government has no immediate plans to close

schools. Their view is that children are least affected by the
virus and that by sending children home there will be
greater strain on families and less people available to work
in healthcare establishments.
However, even while schools are directed to stay open we
have to consider the prospect that if staff absence increases
to particularly high levels we will not be able to run our
normal timetable effectively. In that situation our priority
will be to keep Year 10 and Year 11 students in school and
cancel the timetable for other students.
If we are compelled to make this decision parents / carers
will be informed in the usual manner (as in a snow closure)
by text and email. The school website will also be updated
on a regular basis with new information. Those year groups
who would not be in school would be required to work
from home, with activities / tasks set on a regular basis by
staff. Those tasks would be done through the Seneca and
GoogleClassroom programmes, with all students having
been given login details.
Aside from our own staffing situation, if the government
stance changes and schools are closed, we have made
necessary preparations to deal with this.
 We have reminded students that it will not be an
extended holiday and that they are expected to do work
at home. As mentioned, staff will be setting work and
checking the work on a daily basis, with activities being
done through Seneca Learning and GoogleClassroom.
All the students have login details for these
programmes and they have all been reminded about
how to use these systems. Further to this, paper
resources have been prepared by many departments
and they will be taken by the students if we do close the
building.
 While the building would be closed, staff remain at work
and can be accessible by email and, where necessary, by
phone. It is important that the students realise they
must continue to work and they will be being checked
on a daily basis. For our Year 11 students, it will be vital
that revision activities are being completed throughout
each school day and they work as productively as
possible with the exams being only a few weeks away.
I do hope that this clarifies our school position and our
readiness to deal with this matter. As mentioned
previously, we really do appreciate your support in dealing
with this in a sensible, measured manner.
As always, please contact me directly if you have any
questions about any of this information or indeed about
any
other
school
matters
my
address
is wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk

Getting Started with Seneca
Learning
Step 1: Go to www.senecalearning.com
Step 2: Create an account using your school email, which is
username@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk – for the purposes of Seneca, please
remember we are called “The Elton High School”.
Step 3: Join the relevant classes, which requires you to enter codes.
For years 7, 8 and 9, we have created year group classes where we will set
assignments for English, Maths and Science.
The codes for these are:
Year 7: 1mjz5kgxq7
Year 8: aax5bfjoa0
Year 9: Isz931rekq
For years 10 and 11, your teachers will send class codes to you by email for all
relevant subjects.
Step 4: Start learning!
It is very important that you click onto “Classes and Assignments” whenever
you log in to Seneca, so you can go into your class and work through the
specific assignment your teacher has set you. This will allow your teacher to
track your progress and give you feedback on your work.
It is also possible to work independently on Seneca, and some of you may
wish to do this for fun, but your teacher can only see the work you do as part
of an assignment.
Problems? Seneca Learning has a YouTube channel with step-by-step
instructions to get you started.

Google Classroom
In addition to setting work on Seneca Learning, your teacher may set up a Google Classroom so that they
can post work for you on a regular basis.
If they decide to do this, you will be sent an invitation, or a class code, via your school email address. It is
important that you check your school email regularly.
This provides a “stream”, like a social media page, for your class, like this:

Your teacher may post links to documents, websites or videos to support your learning. You can comment
on these links with questions or replies.

Other Learning Methods
You may also produce work, such as extended pieces of writing, in response to tasks set on paper or
online. These should be brought into school on your return. Some subjects, such as Maths, already use a
range of online resources and you should continue to access these while you are at home.

Key Messages



Check your school email regularly
Make sure you have a Seneca Learning account

Maths Department
Dilly & Dally
Dilly is 7 years younger than Dally. In 4 years’ time she will be
half Dally’s age. What is the sum of their ages now?
Send your full working out and answers to
Entwistle-WilkinsonJ@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. All correct entries
will gain an Achievement Point and be put in a hat. The first
name pulled out wins a £5 Trafford Centre voucher!

As the prospect of school closure draws near, I want to remind
parents and students of the many useful GCSE revision sites that
we have access to.
https://hegartymaths.com/
The place to revise and improve in Maths! HegartyMaths has excellent videos in every topic of the GCSE
curriculum. Elton H.S. subscribes to HegartyMaths giving all students their own personalised logon and password.
Students can access anytime and attempt the quiz questions which follow every video tutorial, getting instant
feedback on how they have done.

www.pinpointlearning.co.uk
Produces personalised booklets for students to work through targeting their weaker topics, based on mock results.
Also shows RAG matrix of topics.

schoolexams.co.uk
Click on this link to register today and begin using this high quality revision tool. Remember to give your school
email address.
Contains exam questions, model answers, and video solutions to exam questions. The quality of the videos is the
best we have seen. They are professionally shot by a TV production team.
You will also be able to search for exam questions on any topic area you are struggling with, and practise them with
high quality feedback and solutions.
You will notice that the questions are from Edexcel maths papers. Don't worry about this. The difference between
AQA and Edexcel is tiny. Both exam boards follow the same maths curriculum, so you will get the same benefit.

https://corbettmaths.com/
An excellent collection of tutorial videos, practise questions and solutions. The ‘5 A Day‘ resources (make sure you
select GCSE 9-1) provide a very useful, ready-made revision resource complete with answers for checking.

https://www.senecalearning.com/
Multi subject learning platform with app available for mobile phones.

http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html
Another collection of tutorials categorised by topic and by GCSE number grade with linked exam questions and
worked solutions.

https://www.mathedup.co.uk/gcse-maths-takeaway/
Scroll down the page for a comprehensive list of topic links categorised by Foundation/Higher tier and – yes – more
videos, worksheets and solutions!

Year 7 Halle Orchestra Trip
On Wednesday 3rd February all of Year 7 attended a
concert provided by the Halle Orchestra. This
interactive concert, held at the Bridgewater Hall in
Manchester, provided an opportunity for pupils to
explore orchestral music relating to different moods.
Pupils were introduced to the instruments of the
orchestra through a variety of performances, from the
Halle, including music from Tchaikovsky's 'Swan Lake'
and Bizet's 'Carmen'. Year 7 also joined in singing a
song learnt during lessons and accompanied by the
Halle. All of Year 7 were very well behaved and were
fantastic representatives of the school.
Well done Year 7!!!

Here are a few facts about the Bridgewater Hall:
• The building stands on a set of huge steel springs
so that it floats like a magic carpet
• Inside a sculpture ripples through all four floors,
it represents billowing lengths of Manchester cotton
and waves of sound, light water and music.
• The auditorium can seat 2,400 people, which
includes a choir of nearly 300
• The organ is the size of a four storey house and
weighs 22 tonnes and cost £120,000 to build.

Science Department
Science week: This year, the theme
of Science week was 'Our diverse
planet', celebrating the amazing
diversity we see across the world.
From biodiversity to cultural and
societal diversity, from the diversity
of knowledge to STEM careers and
subjects.
Last week Year 7 and Year 8 students
carried out Science week activities.
In class they had to design and build
an Antarctic Research Centre, each
class had to research and build a
model so that Scientists would be
able to carry out vital climate
research in the harsh conditions
faced in the Antarctic.

ICT—Just Our Cup of Tea!

Year 8 have been working on an image editing project. This
group made new animal species in their image mash-ups. Mia
Lomax created a "Girzebra" .
Traditionally you would have your work displayed on the wall on
school or parents would stick it up on the fridge at home. These
pupils will be able to enjoy a drink whilst showing off their hard
work and creativity for many years to come. Well done Year 8!

Geography—Year 7 Update

Year 7 have been learning about the
chocolate industry and how unfair working
conditions are on the Cocoa farms. Below is
some of the work completed by them
showing a diary extract of what is like to be
working on one of the farms—Great work
Year 7!

Geography—Year 9 Update
Year 9 students have been learning about war and conflict and how it is linked to Geography of the
world. In particular students have learnt about the Falklands War and have planned out their own
attach to be able to take back Goose Green—Great work Year 9!

Year 11 Netball

Last week our Year 11 team entered their last ever netball rally in which they represented the school. The weather
was awful, with storm-like conditions, high wind and bitterly cold. At one point one of the netball posts was blown
over! The girls were a real credit to our school and battled on despite the terrible conditions. They finished fifth
place in the tournament out of the thirteen Bury schools that participated.
Well done to you all and it has been my pleasure taking you to all your netball matches over the last 5 years! Thank
you to all the parents who have been able to come along and support us over that time and indeed this evening.
A number of the girls now play for teams outside of school in their own time and we wish them luck in continuing to
play netball in and around Bury in the Active Netball league and the Bury league. Thanks to all the girls for their
participation over the last five years and regular support provided by parents.

Year 9 Netball Victory

The Year 9 team played their last game of the season last week against St Gabriel’s. The team were extremely
sharp and stormed to a 35-6 victory, with players’ player being Katie Rayner!
Well done girls, and keep training so we are ready for the rally later on this month.

Leading The Way,
Tag Rubgy
Sixteen young leaders from Years 8-11 recently
took part in a tag rugby training event in
preparation for leading at the Bury Primary Schools
Rugby Festival. The initiative is part of the Bury
Schools Games and our students officiated all of
the games and handed out the medals during the
final presentations. The primary school staff praised
our students for their supportive and caring
manner when officiating the Year 5/6 teams. Our
young leaders will be rewarded with a Big Breakfast
back at school! Congratulations to all our students
on doing an excellent job at the festival.

Well done to all the teams competing at this afternoons Tag
Rugby tournament @woodheyhigh and a big thanks to the
sports leaders from @eltonhighpe who did a great job
referring the games. 1st place Lowercroft, 2nd place
Holcombe Brook #buryschoolgames.

Holly Calvert, Year 7 Completes
Grade 5 Royal Academy of Dance Exam
Holly Calvert Year 7 completed her Grade 5 Royal
Academy of Dance examination today at her dance
School Mclaren in Rawtenstall. She has worked
exceptionally hard to prepare for this exam.
The RAD ballet examination includes Barre work,
Plies, Battements Tendus with Transfer of Weight,
Battements Glisses and Petits Retires, Battements
Fondus a terre and ronds de jambe a terre
Developpes with fouette of adage, Grands Battements
and
Port de Bras. Centre work including pirouettes,
allegro and dance. It also included a Polish national
dance.
Holly works exceptionally hard currently training 16
hours per week (not including her competitions). She
was recently reassessed for her Northern Ballet place
and has been offered further training academic year
2020/2021 including moving up to an older class.

In recent competitions she has won Miss Lancashire
for the second time along with several trophies. Last
weekend she had another successful competition
winning 5 gold medals, a silver medal and several
trophies including most promising inter dancer,
adjudicators choice and C Aggregate Award.

Self-Defence Workshops
A selection of Year 7-11 boys and girls will have a work shop in self defence in their PE
lessons this week to help them gain in confidence if they ever found themselves in a
difficult situation. All pupils really took on board the effective strategies to help keep them
safe and tried their best to replicate the correct techniques with their partner in different
scenarios.

“Teens to Toddlers” Awards
Well done to Ashleigh Gallagher, Grace Minta
Robinson and Mia Gatenby who successfully
completed the NCFE Level 1 Award in
Interpersonal Skills through participation in the
‘Teens to Toddlers’ programme.

Tesco Bags of Help

Tesco blue token voting update: Tesco have
provided a statement for projects that are currently
running in store. The voting will be removed due to
the coronavirus as follows:
“The local causes we support are hugely important
to us and we remain committed to them. However,
in order to reduce physical touchpoints for
colleagues and customers, we are temporarily
removing the blue tokens from our checkouts. We
will continue to award grants through our Bags of

Help programme, splitting funds equally between the
three charities in each voting region; and we’ll get
back to normal as soon as we can.
We do hope you will understand that Tesco have not
taken this decision lightly and are continuing their
community and charity support in all the ways they
can, despite the circumstances.”
This means that Elton will be awarded £1,166 towards
our 3G pitch project. Thank you to everyone who
took the time to vote for our project.

End of Year and Mock Exam
Timetable—Summer 2020
Year 8 End of Year Tests
Date

Time

Subject

Length

Friday 5th June

Form & Period 5

English

1h 20

Monday 8th June

Period 5

Maths

1h

Wednesday 10th June

Period 5

Science

1h

Year 9 End of Year Tests
Date

Time

Subject

Length

Friday 12th June

Period 4

Maths

1h

Monday 15th June

Periods 3 & 4

English

1h 30

Friday 19th June

Period 5

Science

1h

Year 10 GCSE Mock Exams
Date

Period 1

Period 2

Period 3

Period 4

Monday 8th June

Computing & ICT 1hr30

Wednesday 10th June

Music 1h30

Form

Period 5

Friday 12th June

French L&R 1hr20

Monday 15th June

Spanish L&R 1hr20

Tuesday 16th June

Biology – 1h15 &
1h45

Maths P1 – 1h30

Wednesday 17th June

Business & RE 1h30

Chemistry – 1h15 & 1h45

Thursday 18th June

Maths P2 – 1h30

Geography – 1h30

Friday 19th June

English Lit. – 1h45

Physics – 1h15 & 1h45

PE – 1h

History – 1h15
DT & Food –
1hr

The next edition of the Elton Times will be emailed on

Tuesday 31 March 2020

