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As indicated in the last issue of this newsletter it 
has been an extremely busy period across the 
school. Student Development Day took place last 
week and details are in this issue, while we really 
appreciate the excellent turnout from students/
parents at last week's Year 9 Pathways Evening and 
the constructive, discussions that took place with 
so many of our Heads of Department. Just a 
reminder that the Pathways Forms need to be 
returned to school by Monday 10th February at 
the latest, so that the timetable and staffing can 
start to be organised for next year.   On a similar 
note, can I please bring your attention to the 
calendars for 2020/21 and 2021/22 which have 
been agreed by governors and are attached later in 
this newsletter.  
At the recent Student Development Day, one of 
the themes shared with our Year 8 students 
centred around hate crime and prejudice, 
particularly of minority groups. This is obviously a 
topic that is particularly relevant this week with 
the scheduling of the annual Holocaust 
Remembrance Day taking place yesterday, on 27th 
January. This date marks the exact day when the 
main Nazi Death Camp, Auschwitz, was discovered 
and freed by Soviet soldiers. Indeed, it is exactly 
seventy five years since Auschwitz was discovered 
and there were various events taking place across 
the world yesterday, including a remembrance 
service in Westminster and a memorial service that 
took place in Israel which was attended by various 
world leaders. Two of our own students, Neve 
Kelly and Spencer Bland, took part in Bury's 
Holocaust Memorial Event last Thursday evening 
and assemblies to all year groups will be based 
around the theme of the Holocaust during this 
week.  
One of the stories that has been publicised in the 
past few days has been the case of a survivor of 
Auschwitz named Renee Salt. For decades, she 
never spoke about what happened even to her 
immediate family, and only told her story in 2005, 
when she accepted an invitation to speak to school 
children. Since then, she started to open up about 
her experiences and even went back to the death 
camp herself, saying "I was shaking. I was so 

frightened, it was terrible. But I sort of buried the 
ghost by going back."  
Renee recalls that she had just turned fifteen 
when she arrived at the death camp, following a 
journey on the train that took 24 hours, wedged 
in with hundreds of other Jews with no food or 
water. On arrival, the men were separated from 
the women and children: Renee's father was 
taken away and she never saw him again. She was 
sent to go to the work block rather than to the gas 
chambers - "God's will, I suppose" - and says that 
she can remember everything that then 
happened. "We were taken to a hall, everyone 
was stripped and had their heads shaved. They 
took all our possessions, jewellery, watches, 
everything." Renee then worked in the camp for 
the next few months and recalls the terrible 
conditions. "We were taken to the toilets once a 
day. Also once a day they brought soup in a pan, 
one for five people. We were not allowed to talk. 
We had to sleep as we were sitting. Very often 
people collapsed from weakness and often they 
would die. "We were treated just like animals."  
From a huge extended family who were sent to 
Auschwitz - including both parents, aunts, uncles 
and grandparents - only Renee and three aunts 
survived, with the rest of her family a very small 
part of the six million who were killed by the Nazis 
during the Holocaust.  She is now ninety and was 
at Auschwitz yesterday as part of the memorial 
service. Obviously as the years pass by, there will 
be fewer and fewer survivors and witnesses about 
what took place, and this places greater 
importance on schools teaching about these 
events in a balanced, measured manner.  
We continue to appreciate your support and 
communication at this busy time of the term and, 
as always, I can be contacted directly as required 
through wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk.  

International Holocaust  
Remembrance Day 27 January  

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


At last week's annual Holocaust Memorial Event 
at the Longfield Suite in Prestwich, both Neve 
Kelly and Spencer Bland did a superb job in 
representing our school.  Neve and Spencer 
have been involved in weeks of preparation for 
this event, which is attended by religious 
leaders, council leaders and other prominent 
Bury officials. They both had to read to the 
audience and did so superbly. Feedback from 
the evening included the following description 
of their contribution: 
"They were so professional, courteous and a 
credit to Elton in a challenging, emotional 

environment. 
I found Neve after the event chatting to some 
elderly ladies from the Jewish community who 
had been in the congregation and were very 
emotional. She was comforting them and telling 
them about Elton and how proud she was to be 
involved and it had been an honour. The ladies 
said 'she is an absolute credit to you and the 
school'." 
 
Thanks to Neve and Spencer for their hard work 
and for being such outstanding ambassadors for 
our school.  

Holocaust Memorial Event  



Work Commences on Building 

the New 3G Sports Pitch 
Work has now commenced on the build of our new 3G 
sports pitch and representatives from the School’s Council 
have been on-site meeting the contractors.   
The build is a 14 week programme and due to be 
completed around Easter 2020. Tiger Turf are our 
contractors and the site compound and access road have 
been installed while next week will see the drainage system 
being installed.   
There is still a significant amount of fundraising required 
with nearly £25,000 raised to date.  The weekly tuck-shop 

will continue and there is Tesco bag-packing scheduled for 
Saturday 29 February and Saturday 15 March 2020 (please 
let Mrs Filkins know if you are interesting in taking part).  Of 
course, the Tesco ‘Bags of Help’ voting is still running in the 
local Tesco stores across Bury and Prestwich so please 
ensure that you vote for us with your blue tokens! 
The Student Council will be brainstorming ideas and 
implementing other fundraising activities over the coming 
weeks.   

Keep voting with the Blue 
Token Scheme at your 

local Tesco stores! 



Last week saw our third student development day of the 
academic year take place.  The whole school came off their 
usual timetables to focus on a PSHE/STEM theme.   

One half  of Year 7 participated in a STEM day whilst the other 
half were exploring issues of love and relationships.  Building 
positive relationships and understanding the characteristics of a 
healthy relationship is so important.  Students had the 
opportunity to discuss what was important to them in a 
relationship (whether that be friendship, family or romantic.)  
The concept of love was explored, giving consideration to the 
different ways people can feel love for someone or something.  
The day also included further consolidation and discussion 
about puberty and the physical and emotional changes that this 
can bring.  

The theme for Year 8 was based around Hate Crime.  The 
students focused on learning about prejudice and 
discrimination, the law, and the four strands of hate crime; race 
and religion; disability; sexuality; alternative sub-culture.  
Members of the Sophie Lancaster Foundation came into school 
to support the delivery of the day including Sophie’s brother, 
Adam Lancaster.  Students were very engaged with the various 
discussions surrounding these issues.   

Year 9 spent their day learning about our law system with the 
main focus being the Magistrates Court.  They looked at the 
differences between a Magistrates and a Crown Court, testing 
their knowledge on which types of crime would be sent to 
which court.  Students then studied a case that had been sent 
to a Magistrates Court, role-played and freeze-framed the 
different parts of the case, analysed witness, defendant and 
prosecution statements and wrote closing speeches leading to 
a conclusion about the guilt or innocence of the defendant. 

Organ and tissue donation was the theme of the day for Year 
10.  They discussed their initial views and knowledge on the 
subject before investigating it further.  Students found out 
about the organs and tissue that could be donated and the 
primary functions of each.  They read and watched case studies 
of people who had been the recipients of organ donation, 
those who were on waiting lists and the families of those who 
had tragically lost loved ones, and whose decisions to proceed 
with organ donation had brought them comfort in such terrible 
times.  There were discussions about the various religious views 
regarding organ and tissue donation so that students have an 
understanding of where people’s different beliefs are based.  
Students should have received a leaflet explaining the changes 
to the law that come into effect in England this spring.   

Year 11 were primarily engaged with English intervention to 
offer as much support as possible in the build up to their GCSE 
exams, with the whole year group working extremely well with 
their English teachers throughout the day. 

Mrs Parkinson, Head of PSHCE 

Student Development Day 



Student Development Day 

Year 7 STEM 



Art Department: 

Year 11 Photography Trip 

The Art Department took forty-five Year 11 Photography 
students to Salford Quays on Friday 17th January. The 
students were able to take quality images for their exam 
theme. They also visited The Lowry art gallery where 
they viewed both Photography and Art. We completed 
the day with a visit to Buile Hill Park where the students 
could focus on nature. They were very enthusiastic and 
have taken some fantastic shots to use back at school.   
It was an excellent trip and all students were a credit to 
our school.  



Maths Department:  

Maths At Home – Book Review 

Humble Pi – A Comedy of 

Maths Errors by Matt Parker 
Published by Allen Lane. ISBN 9780241360231 (2019) 
Also available as an audiobook on Audible 
 

Matt Parker describes himself as a recreational mathematician.   Mr 
Thompson and myself have been fortunate enough to see him 
perform onstage and can vouch for his talent of communicating 
maths in a humorous and engaging way. If you saw this year’s Royal 
Institution Christmas Lectures, Matt was Dr Hannah Fry’s comedic co-
presenter. 
Humble Pi (A Comedy of Maths Errors) is a fascinating collection of 
true stories from around the world, where mathematical error led to 
some embarrassing, expensive and catastrophic mishaps.  The book is 
certainly not aimed at maths graduates – it is accessible to anyone 
over the age of 10. What is surprising about several of these cases, is 
that the mathematical blunder is quite plain to see.  Reading this book 
leaves you thinking that the compiled stories are just the tip of an 
unseen iceberg of mathematical calamity.  Being found guilty of ‘bad 
maths’ is negative publicity for any company or organisation, and you 
do wonder how many instances have been covered up over the years. 

 
  Here are three stories to give you a flavour: 

2000 – Millennium Bridge UK  
Poor engineering and planning led to huge crowds of people creating an unnerving sideways 
wobbling movement as they walked across this 320m-long, £18 million bridge on the day of 
its opening. The bridge was quickly closed.  Had it reached its resonant frequency; the bridge 
would have been at real risk of collapsing into the Thames.   

1999 – Mars Orbiter USA 
NASA lost its $125-million Mars Climate Orbiter because spacecraft engineers failed to 
convert from imperial to metric measurements when exchanging vital data before the craft 
was launched.  A decade of planning and preparation lost for this one simple oversight – 
oops! 

2014 – SNCF France 
SNCF – The French National Railways Operator discovered that 2,000 new trains it ordered at 
a cost of 15 billion euros were too wide for many regional platforms. The embarrassing 
blunder cost over 100m euros as work needed to be done to 1000 platforms in France to 
allow the new trains through.  

Mr Wilson, Head of Maths 



Maths Department Challenge 

Awkward Angles 
 
An equilateral triangle is surrounded by three squares, as shown below. What is the value of x? 
 

The answer to the New Year, New Pattern question was a 
perimeter of 4042cm. You could find the nth term by identifying 
the first couple of perimeters e.g. 4, 6, 8 etc. and then use 2020 to 
find the larger perimeter. 
Send your full working out and answers to Entwistle-
WilkinsonJ@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. All correct entries will gain an 
Achievement Point and be put in a hat. The first name pulled out 
wins a £5 Trafford Centre voucher! 

 

Year 9 Vaccinations  

6th & 7th February 2020 
The whole of Year 9, both boys and girls, will be having their School Leaver Booster vaccination (DTP and 
MenACWY) on 6th / 7th February 2020.  Consent forms have been sent out in advance, but we still need 
some returns from a number of students.  Please could students ensure that they return their signed 
consent form as soon as possible to the main school reception.  The contact number for the Immunisation 
Team with any questions is 0161-724-2132 or email pcn-tr.buryschoolimms@nhs.net.   

Unable to call school regarding your child’s absence? 

You can now email in your child’s absence using: 
attendance@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 



History Department: 

Year 9 First World War Project 
Year 9 have been learning about the 
First World War and for their 
homework project they carried out 
their own research into the 
experiences of those living through 
and fighting in the war.  Our students 
produced amazing work about a 
variety of topics including conditions 
in the trenches, underage soldiers, 
advances in medicine and even the 
women's football league! 
 
Here are just a few examples. 
 
Well done Year 9! 



Geography Department 

Information 
 Year 11 intervention and focus group session groups are below. Any issues please see 

Miss Windsor to arrange a swap 
 Year 11 February mocks will be based on paper 3 statistics, resources and tectonics. 



Day 1: 
 Arrive 
 Bridge between the continents 
 Krysuvik Mud puddles 

Day 2: 
 Secret lagoon 
 Gullfoss waterfall 
 Geysir Geothermal 
 Ice cream farm 
 Thingvellir National Park and 

Mid Atlantic Ridge 

Day 3: 
 Heimaey day with walk up to 

Eldfell 
 Reykjadalur Hike 
 Quake Exhibihat ShakeHase 
 Mariuhellar (Lava Cave) 

Day 4: 
 Skogafoss waterfall and  
 Reynishverfi beach 
 Solheimajokull glacier and 

glacier walk 
 Seljaklansfoss waterfall and 

lava centre 

Day 5—Home 

Iceland Trip Itinerary 



GCSE Music students went to the Bridgewater Hall Friday 24th January in order to listen 
to the Halle Orchestra who were performing orchestral pieces from different eras.  Pieces 
they listened to included their set work, 'Minuet and Trio' from 'Eine Kleine Nacht Music' 
and the Star Wars Theme.   

Music Department: 

GCSE Bridgewater Hall Trip 



Last week our Year 7 and 8 netball teams played against Bury Church. After a slow start our Year 8 team improved dramatically 
but were not able to close the gap and ended up losing 7-15.  Our Year 7 team played extremely well and secured a 4-1 victory.  
Players’ players voted by the other team were Isobel Oxley and Abigail Trayner.  

Year 7 & 8 Netball Results 

Parent Forum Meeting 

A reminder for all parents and 
carers that the first Parent 
Forum meeting will be taking 
place in school on Tuesday 
February 4th at 5.30pm.  

The Elton Blog Club is making a come back for 
2020! The club is a great opportunity for 
students to practice their writing and ICT skills as 
well as sharing information on topics they feel 
are important to them. I would be delighted to 
have some year 7 students join the team to 
share some stories about their experience of 
high school so far.  
The club is on every Tuesday after school from 
3:05pm until 3:45pm in the LRC and students 
from all year groups are welcome. Feel free to 
come along to see what it is all about. Anyone 
attending must make sure they inform parents/
carers that they will be leaving school later. If 
you have any questions, speak to Mrs Byrne - 
Cover Supervisor. 

The Elton Blog Club  



The Elton High School Student Council completed 
their training with members of the Local Authority 
just after Christmas.  Over seventy students took 
part in the day that allowed them to explore the 
importance of the Student Council and to learn key 
skills for their role.  The day ended with the Student 

Student Council Training 
Council delivering a letter to Mr Wilton about their 
priorities following discussions with their peers. Year 
team council meetings will take place this week at the 
times below with representatives from each Year 
forming a whole school council team that will meet 
with Mr Wilton to discuss their ideas and proposals. 

Year 7: Tuesday 28th January Period 4 12:00 - 12:30 ICT4 
Year 8: Tuesday 28th January Period 4 12:30 - 13:00 ICT4 

Year 9: Wednesday 30th January Period 4 11:00 - 11:30 LRC 
Year 10:  Wednesday 30th January Period 4 11:30 - 12:00 LRC 

Year 11: Wednesday 30th January Period 5 14:00 - 14:30 Rm 28 





 HOLIDAY PATTERN 2020-2021  

  PUPIL DAYS   PAD DAYS 
SCHOOL DAYS PER HALF TERM   BANK HOLIDAYS   CLOSURE 

  SCHOOL HOLIDAYS     

  Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri AUTUMN OPEN 

Sept 2020   1 2 3 4 

39 

  7 8 9 10 11 

  14 15 16 17 18 

  21 22 23 24 25 

October 28 29 30 1 2 

  5 6 7 8 9 

  12 13 14 15 16 

  19 20 21 22 23 

  26 27 28 29 30 AUTUMN HALF TERM 

November 2 3 4 5 6   

  

  

35 

  9 10 11 12 13 

  16 17 18 19 20 

  23 24 25 26 27 

December 30 1 2 3 4 

  7 8 9 10 11 

  14 15 16 17 18 

  21 22 23 24 25 
AUTUMN CLOSE 

Jan 2021 28 29 30 31 1 

  4 5 6 7 8   

  

28 

  11 12 13 14 15 

  18 19 20 21 22 

  25 26 27 28 29 

February 1 2 3 4 5 

  8 9 10 11 12 

  15 16 17 18 19 SPRING HALF TERM 

  22 23 24 25 26   

  

29 

March 1 2 3 4 5 

  8 9 10 11 12 

  15 16 17 18 19 

  22 23 24 25 26 

April 29 30 31 1 2 
SPRING CLOSE 

  5 6 7 8 9 

  12 13 14 15 16 

29 

  19 20 21 22 23 

  26 27 28 29 30 

May 3 4 5 6 7 

  10 11 12 13 14 

  17 18 19 20 21 

  24 25 26 27 28 SUMMER HALF TERM 

June 31 1 2 3 4 

35 

  7 8 9 10 11 

  14 15 16 17 18 

  21 22 23 24 25 

July 28 29 30 1 2 

  5 6 7 8 9 

  12 13 14 15 16 

  19 20 21 22 23 

  26 27 28 29 30 

 TOTAL PUPIL DAYS 

  

 195 



 HOLIDAY PATTERN 2021-2022 

  PUPIL DAYS   PAD DAYS 
SCHOOL DAYS PER HALF TERM   BANK HOLIDAYS   CLOSURE 

  SCHOOL HOLIDAYS     

  Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri AUTUMN OPEN 

Sept 2021 30 31 1 2 3 

 38 

  6 7 8 9 10 

  13 14 15 16 17 

  20 21 22 23 24 

October 27 28 29 30 1 

  4 5 6 7 8 

  11 12 13 14 15 

  18 19 20 21 22 AUTUMN HALF TERM 

  25 26 27 28 29 

35 

November 1 2 3 4 5 

  8 9 10 11 12 

  15 16 17 18 19 

  22 23 24 25 26 

December 29 30 1 2 3 

  6 7 8 9 10 

  13 14 15 16 17 

  20 21 22 23 24 
AUTUMN CLOSE 

  27 28 29 30 31 

Jan 2022 3 4 5 6 7   

  

29 

  10 11 12 13 14 

  17 18 19 20 21 

  24 25 26 27 28 

February 31 1 2 3 4 

  7 8 9 10 11 

  14 15 16 17 18 SPRING HALF TERM 

  21 22 23 24 25 

30 

March 28 1 2 3 4 

  7 8 9 10 11 

  14 15 16 17 18 

  21 22 23 24 25 

April 28 29 30 31 1 

  4 5 6 7 8 
SPRING CLOSE 

  11 12 13 14 15 

  18 19 20 21 22   

  

28 

  25 26 27 28 29 

May 2 3 4 5 6 

  9 10 11 12 13 

  16 17 18 19 20 

  23 24 25 26 27 SUMMER HALF TERM 

June 30 31 1 2 3 

35 

  6 7 8 9 10 

  13 14 15 16 17 

  20 21 22 23 24 

July 27 28 29 30 1 

  4 5 6 7 8 

  11 12 13 14 15 

  18 19 20 21 22 

  25 26 27 28 29 

 TOTAL PUPIL DAYS  195 

  



The next edition of the Elton Times will be emailed on 

Tuesday 11 February 2020 


