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BBC Bitesize Deliver Career
Sessions to Year 8, 9 and 10

Whole-School Ice Skating
Reward Trips
Our Talented Year 7s Excel in
Football, Dance & Water Polo!
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This final newsletter of the term seems to have
come around really quickly with it only seeming a
few weeks ago that we began the new school
year in September. As usual, the run up to the
Christmas holiday has been extremely busy with a
full set of reward trips and assemblies, as well as
mock exams for Year 11, Geography fieldwork
trips and the annual Christmas concert that takes
place this week at 6pm on Thursday evening. I
would also like to offer a reminder that our
Christmas Grand Raffle will be drawn on the
evening of that school concert, with dozens of
fantastic prizes on offer this year (details are
provided later in this newsletter). We really
appreciate your support in buying those raffle
tickets and please ensure that the money is
returned to school by Thursday afternoon at the
latest.
The Christmas festival has been celebrated in this
country since the sixth century, but it was the
Victorians who really shaped Christmas as we
know it today. They started the practice of carol
singing, decorated trees and began the tradition
of exchanging cards. The first Christmas tree was
brought from Germany by Prince Albert to the
royal household in 1834 and these days about
seven million trees are sold in the UK each year,
while over one billion Christmas cards are sold in
the UK every year. The Victorians also introduced
the familiar sweet tasting mince pies and the
average Briton apparently eats 27 mince pies
over the holiday period, but 20% of the 370
million that are bought each year are thrown
away. Unfortunately the theme of waste and
indulgence is part of the modern Christmas and
each year an estimated £355m worth of
unwanted presents will be returned after the
holiday. In recent weeks we have tried to
encourage the students to think about those
people in our community who are not as
fortunate as ourselves, with form groups across
the school putting together some fantastic gift
hampers which will be sent later this week and
which are shown later in this newsletter.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you
all a very merry Christmas and thank all parents
and carers for your support during this first term.
School closes for the Christmas holiday at 1.00pm
this Friday (20th December) and we have been
informed that the only the following bus services
will be arriving to take the students home: 810,
896, 898 and 905. Aside from these services
students will need to make their own
arrangements to get home in the afternoon.
Further to this, we are due to return to school at
the usual time of 8.45am on Tuesday 7th January,
following a staff training day on Monday 6th. As
always, if you have any queries or issues about
any element of our school, please feel free to
contact me directly at:
wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk

Presentation Evening

Our recently departed Year 11 students (from Summer 2019)
returned to school in early December for their Presentation
Evening. There were specific rewards for Attainment / Attitude to
Learning across all curricular subjects, certificates and prizes were
distributed for outstanding attendance, while they all received their
GCSE certificates.
The awards were presented by Councillor Charlotte Morris who
represents the Elton Ward at Bury Council and works on the school
standards group at that level.
It was a lovely evening that gave us a final opportunity to see that
year group in school as a collective cohort.
We look forward to keeping in touch as they move on to college,
university or whatever the future holds.

Whole-School
Ice Skating Reward Trips

Hundreds of students have taken part in our termly
reward trips to Blackburn Ice Rink. Feedback from the
students was fantastic and our staff have commented
on the excellent behaviour of the students.
Here are just a few pictures from the trips...

Christmas Grand Raffle
The draw of the ‘Christmas Grand Raffle’ has been extended until Thursday 19 December to enable us to
showcase the fantastic prizes and sell additional tickets. The final draw will take place during our festive
Christmas Concert that is scheduled for this Thursday (19 December) at 6:00pm. Warm mince pies and
mulled wine will also be served on the evening!
Only a few more days to return your tickets for a chance to win the following:

Prize
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41

£100 Cash Prize
£50 Cash Prize
£50 Cash Prize
£25 Cash Prize
£25 Cash Prize
£50 Marks & Spencer Voucher
£30 JD Sports Voucher
£30 JD Sports Voucher
£30 River Island Voucher
x4 Tickets to Cirque du Soleil on Ice (MEN Arena 1st April 2020)
x4 Tickets to Cirque du Soleil on Ice (MEN Arena 1st April 2020)
Pudsey Movie Night In
Case of Plazo Centro Prosecco
Case of Argentina Malbec Red Wine
Case of Mud House Sauvignon Blanc White Wine
Tower of Chocolate
Tower of Chocolate
Ted Baker Gift Set
Bolton Wanderers Football Club Family Match Ticket
Everton Signed Photo
Large Box of Milk Tray
Manchester City Family Tour Voucher
Manchester United Signed Pennant
Jameson Whiskey
Chocolate Hamper
Sweet Hamper
Costa Coffee Hamper
Cheese & Wine Hamper
Red Bank Cider and Wine Box
Shellac Manicure Voucher from Beauty Basement Edenfield
£25 voucher for The Chakra Room Holistic Therapies, Ramsbottom
Giant Slattery's Chocolate Christmas Pudding
Giant Slattery's Chocolate Christmas Pudding
Avon 'The Eternal Collection' Heart Diamante Earrings
Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire Illustrated Book
Stack of Board Games
Monopoly Board Game
Large tin of Quality Street
Large box of Lindor Chocolates
Large box of Lindor Chocolates
Giant Slattery’s Chocolate Snowman

BBC Deliver Careers
Presentations To Years 8, 9 & 10

We were delighted to welcome the BBC to school last week for a series of presentations with our
Year 8, 9 and 10 students. The presentations were based around the promotion of careers in the
media industry, while students were also able to take part in a question and answer session with the
presenters.
It was an extremely positive experience, while feedback from the BBC team was also excellent!

“Lovely School and students. We really enjoyed visiting with BBC Bitesize - thanks for
having us!”

Mock Elections Take Place
Across the School

Students across the school took the opportunity to discover what the
General Election felt like. They took to the polls to elect Elton's next
MP. Over the short campaign, students had formed parties, written
manifestos and planned campaigns to convince fellow students that
they should be their choice at the ballot box. Policies included longer
lunch breaks, an end to plastic bottles and free bus travel for under-25s
- not a single mention of Brexit!
At the same time, a group of students took the responsibility of
ensuring a free and fair election, by registering students to vote and
running a polling station throughout the day. They even managed to
count the result within 30 minutes, which puts the real election counts
to shame!
The three parties and candidates who stood included: Libby Fraser (Year
7), Transform Party; Jacob McDade (Year 10), Vision Party; Gabrielle
Moldauer (Year 11), Progress Party. All three took part in pre-election
hustings during assemblies as well as running very impressive
campaigns within school.
The results where:
McDade, Jacob - Vision Party = 286 votes (WINNER)
Moldauer, Gabrielle - Progress Party = 127 votes
Fraser, Libby - Transform Party = 121 votes
The campaigns are keen to share their priorities and policies
with the real MPs for Bury and are looking to continue the
excellent work on speech writing and campaigning through
the Debate Club, which meets every Monday after school
from 3pm to 4pm in Room 16. If you are interested in getting
involved with similar events in future, please come and speak
to Mr Entwistle-Wilkinson.

Student Development Day

The second student development day took place on Friday 6th
December and was an opportunity for students across the
school to experience a number of activities.
Year 7 focussed upon the theme of anti-bullying, they learned
about the forms that bullying takes, it’s impact and what to do if
they witness it or experience it. Students had the opportunity
to work in groups and organise a dramatisation/campaign,
showcasing everything they had learned in a creative manner.
Mrs Turbill said that the Year 7 presentations were absolutely
fantastic “every single one of them was top quality, very moving
and totally inspiring. It is testimony to the brilliant planning and
delivery of the teachers and the student’s engagements with
the tasks that were set. I felt proud to be associated with them
all.”
Year 8 were focusing on relationships and sex education. They
explored the nature of positive relationships with family, friends
and beyond, as well as learning about contraception, discussing
sexuality, aspects of law and pressures that people can face in
relationships.
Options and Careers was the theme of the day for Year 9
students. They had various opportunities to explore what kind
of options and / career path might be best suited to them.
Representatives from Year 10 spoke with them about the reality
of the different GCSE subjects that they could pursue.
Year 10 had an input from counter terrorism police as their day
was focussed upon the Prevent agenda and British Values. Each
form created a campaign against hate, based on what they had
learnt during the day. Some of the students went on to deliver
presentations to a panel of staff members and they showcased
some fantastic design ideas.
Year 11 students worked on revision skills and had some
intensive English support in preparation for their GCSE exams
including a two hour support session in the sports hall which
was extremely well received.

“Thank You!” To Our
Christmas Tree Decorators

A big thank you to Zoe Diamanti, Zac Barnes, Leon
Hempel-Swyers, Kyle Lockey, and Sienna McGilligan for
decorating our Christmas Trees and helping wrap the
Christmas Grand Raffle prizes!

Year 7 – Rewarding Success

Year 7 students have made an excellent start to Elton
High School and they have settled in well to the day-to
-day routine of school life. The culture of reward is
high on the agenda and students are recognised in the
Learning Coordinator assemblies for their academic
achievements; quality homework; best form
attendance/punctuality; service to the school and
students can even recommend other students for
being supportive and helping each other.
Here are some students recognised this half term:
including the winners from the Music project; Service
to the School and their own supportive student
awards. Look out in the next addition for our Best
Form Attendance/Punctuality winners and, of course,
our 100 Club winners for this half term.
The Year 7 team would like to wish all parent, carers,
students and staff a very Merry Christmas!

Year 10 Maths Trip to
Salford University
Last Thursday, 33 year 10 students enjoyed a day of entertaining, memorable and thought-provoking presentations
from eminent speakers highlighting the power and application of mathematics in today’s world, hosted at the
University of Salford.
Dr James Grime is a mathematician, maths communicator and YouTube
star. His talk ‘Bits and pieces: secrets of a digital world’ focused on how
messages and photos are transmitted on the internet, and the secret
messages that tell a film studio when movies are being shared illegally. He
also revealed the way messages are transmitted without mistakes, even
from space!
Dr Emily Grossman is a broadcaster who
appears regularly on TV and radio explaining
science and maths in an engaging and
accessible way to everyday people. Her amusing
talk ‘Lies, damned lies, and newspapers’,
challenged some widely-held beliefs and
statistics presented as ‘facts’ in the media,
debunking a few myths.
Aimi Elias is a software engineer with a
passion for communication. She recently
began working at NOWTV, and previously
worked as a civil engineer on London’s
Crossrail project. She gave a fascinating talk
entitled ‘Engineering the Future’.
Mathematician and physicist Dr Mark Lewney posed some pretty deep questions in
his talk “Are We Made of Maths?’. He asked what is maths? Does it exist independent
of human minds? Is it invented, or discovered? Was there such a thing as ‘maths’ in
the age of the dinosaurs? Mark introduced the maths of guitars, telecoms, ocean
waves and life itself, using all kinds of strange animations in order to ‘imagineer’ the
amazing concepts one might meet after A levels.

The final presenter was perhaps the
most highly qualified person on the
stage, Dr Matthew Scroggs. He has a
PhD in Maths from UCL, a Masters in
Maths from Oxford and is currently
doing postdoctoral research at Cambridge! In between, he even
managed a stint as a Maths teacher in a secondary school. His talk
‘Over-analysing video games’ apply some mathematical thinking to
Pac-Man and other video games. The shortest possible route to
complete a Pac-Man level was worked out, and the audience learned
about the 2-, 3- and 4-dimensional shapes that video game characters
live on.
All in all, a thoroughly enjoyable and educational day. Many thanks to the Year 10 parents who supported
attendance at this event. A big thank you to Ms Smith and Mr Simpson who accompanied the students on this trip,
too. Mr Wilson

Maths Challenge
Boris’ Bike Tour
Boris Biker entered the Tour de Transylvania with an unusual bicycle whose back wheel is
larger than the front. The radius of the back wheel is 40 cm, and the radius of the front
wheel is 30 cm. On the first stage of the race the smaller wheel made 120000 revolutions.
How many revolutions did the large wheel make?
Send your full working out and answers to Entwistle-WilkinsonJ@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk.
All correct entries will gain an Achievement Point and be put in a hat. The first name
pulled out wins a £5 Trafford Centre voucher!

Ex Student Amy Lewis,
forging career in animation and
filmmaking

Ex student Amy Lewis is continuing to forge a strong career in animation and filmmaking. In
recent months Amy has been working on a project with Factory in Altrincham, making a film
called 'Mimi and the Mountain Dragon', based on the book by Michael Morpurgo. Amy has
created the majority of the adapted artwork, backgrounds, characters for the film and it will
be broadcast on BBC One on Boxing Day at 3.20pm.

Join The Spanish
Language Link Programme
HAYDN ROYLE
Mobile:
07836 346 290
E-mail:
haydn@languagelinkintl.com

The Elton High School will be inviting a number of Spanish
boys and girls to attend classes again towards the end of the
summer term.
A number of host families are required to participate in this
year’s Language-Link programme commencing from around
the last week of June, 2020. Our Spanish students are looking
for ‘buddies’ of their own age, who may share similar hobbies
and interests and with whom they can stay and accompany to
The Elton High School.
Families would be paid to accommodate students for either
three or occasionally four weeks. British students often get the
opportunity to travel to Spain in the future should they wish.
The programme can be great fun and is both enriching and
educational for everyone who participates. Language-Link has
proved to be extremely successful over the last few years,
forging many student and family friendships.
We are currently looking for a number of caring host families
for Spanish boys and girls aged between 11 and 16. This is a
fantastic opportunity for students who are studying Spanish as
this programme would be very beneficial to their progress in
the language.
All the Spanish students are from lovely families in Madrid,
Toledo and Valencia, attend reputable schools in Spain and
are polite, educated and well mannered.
Interested families are encouraged to contact me at the
earliest for further information regarding the programme. This
can be via e-mail on haydn@languagelink.com or by
telephone.
Alternatively, families wishing to be considered can also
complete the reply slip below. Please return this as soon as
possible to Mrs Bardsley at the school, Head of Modern
Foreign Languages.
A SUBSTANTIAL ALLOWANCE WILL BE PAID TO
SUITABLE FAMILIES WHO PARTICIPATE.

NAME OF STUDENT: ………….………………………………..………….. SCHOOL YEAR: ...............

CONTACT DETAILS OF PARENT/GUARDIAN:
NAME:

……………………………………………….……………………………………………………......

TELEPHONE: ……………………………………………….……………………………………………………......
E-MAIL:

……………………………………………….……………………………………………………......

Gracie Driscoll, Year 8,
Signed with Blackburn Rovers!

For the past few weeks Gracie has been trialling at
Manchester United and Blackburn Rovers. She was
offered contracts at both United and Blackburn and
decided to sign with Blackburn.
Congratulations to Gracie and we look forward to further
updates over the coming months and years!

Neve & Holly, Year 7, Dancing in
Northern Ballet Production
Neve Cross and Holly Calvert (Year 7) are currently
dancing in the Northern Ballet’s production of
‘Christmas at The Dancehouse’ in Manchester. For
the second year running both girls have danced in the
professional production which is a fantastic
achievement and includes performing on stage with

Northern
Ballet
third
year
students.
Both girls train exceptionally hard and the show has
received outstanding reviews.
Congratulations to both girls on this achievement!

Tilly Amer, Year 7, Selected for
North West Water Polo Team

Year 7’s Tilly Amer was recently selected to represent the North West
girls under 14s water polo team as the first choice goal keeper.
During the tournament Tilly’s North West team topped their group
with four wins against Scotland, East Anglia, West Midlands and the
South West. This earned the team a semi-final place along with
Scotland, Ireland & the North East.
Unfortunately the North West lost in the semi-final to the North East
(who were the eventual winners), but won the third place match
(bronze medal) with a 5-2 victory over Scotland.
Tilly only started playing water polo competitively around 12 months
ago when she was asked to join the local Radcliffe (Bury) team. Since
joining the team Tilly has won two other tournaments and we look
forward to hearing of further successes over the coming months and
years.

Year 8 Boys Challenged
With ‘Insanity’ Session

Year 7 Netball Update
Our Year 7 teams enjoyed their first game of the season against Hazelwood High last week. Our A team were
pitched against Hazelwood’s Year 8 team and won 10-5, while our B team played against their Year 7 team and
stormed to a 9-0 victory. Players’ players were Heidi Aspinall and Isabelle Whitworth. It was a fantastic start to the
season and congratulations to all the girls that placed. A reminder that practice takes place every Wednesday
afternoon from 3pm until 4pm and any Year 7 students are welcome.

Student Council—Charity
Hampers

This year at Elton High School, the students have
been busy creating hampers for three different
charities. The Student Council Reps have been
busy coordinating the efforts of their form groups
to create Helpful Hampers for Age UK, Bury
Homeless Project and Bleakholt Animal Sanctuary.
This has been a huge success and many hampers
are bursting with supplies for the three charities.
Later this week the hampers will be delivered in
time for Christmas where I am sure they will make
a huge difference.

Porch Box Charity Food
Donations
This Christmas, The Elton High School are supporting Porch Boxes. They’re a local food bank charity that
help support those living in poverty.
There are lists up around school with items that are needed. Any donation no matter how small will be
greatly appreciated. You can bring your donations to room 3 or to the staffroom right up until Friday 20
December (they will be delivered Friday evening).
For more information or to help out, see Mrs Byrne (Miss Hughes).

Elton Needs Your Support!

We could bag up to £2,000 from Tesco!
Simply VOTE FOR US when doing your Tesco shop
at any of the below stores
BURY - BL9 5BY Superstore
BURY EXPRESS - BL8 2NZ Express
BRANDLESHOLME EXP - BL8 1HS Express
PRESTWICH - M25 3TG Superstore
BURY TOTTINGHM RD - BL8 1TS Express
PRESTWICH BURY - M25 1NL Express

Voting Opens 1 January 2020 until 31 March 2020
Tesco shoppers will be given a token with every transaction.
Use the token to vote for The Elton High School

“Elton’s Community Impact Project”
If they don’t give you a token—ASK FOR ONE!

The next edition of the Elton Times will be emailed on

Tuesday 14 January 2020

