
Newsletter No 60— 5 November 2019 
The Elton Times 

Year 7’s Max Reynolds 

Recognised By Pride Of Bury 

For Snowdon Climb  

Children In Need Non-Uniform 

Day 15 November 2019 

Year 11 Basketball Win Their 

Division Title 



The Elton Times 
Newsletter No 60—5 November 2019 

With the half term break now behind us, we look 
forward to a very busy new half term which includes 
Presentation Evenings for current students and  for 
departed Year 11, two sets of Parents’ Evenings and 
also the mock exams for our Year 11 students.  There 
are also the usual Christmas activities and various 
additional events such as the Year 8 pantomime.  As 
always, all such activities will be reported in future 
issues of this newsletter. 
Much of the wider national reporting in recent days 
has covered the Rugby Union World Cup, which has 
been taking place in Japan.  While England were 
ultimately unsuccessful following their defeat at the 
hands of South Africa last weekend, most of the 
recent media coverage actually focussed on their semi
-final victory over New Zealand (All Blacks).  The All 
Blacks were described by many experts as one of the 
best teams in the history of world sport and they were 
strong favourites to win their third World Cup in a 
row, yet they were comprehensively beaten with 
England achieving a 19-7 victory. 
Yet it was not the actual game but what happened 
afterwards which got so much attention in the world’s 
media.  Rather than celebrating their win, the England 
players merely shook the hands of their opponents 
and quietly left the pitch.  The England coach, Eddie 
Jones, emphasised the need for his players not to 
grow over confident, saying “We’ve got to play better 

next week.  It’s about making sure no one gets too far 
ahead of themselves…  All the victory has done is give us 
another week in the competition.”   
Equally as impressive was the New Zealand response to 
their defeat.  Rather than look for scapegoats or blame 
the referee, the New Zealand coach, Steve Hanson, said 
“Winning is easy.  You don’t get too much poked at you.  
But when you lose you are gutted but at the same time 
have to show humility and do it gracefully and be honest.  
This England team are a pretty formidable side and 
deserved to win.  We now need to deal with it.”  It was 
encouraging to hear such messages come from such a 
high profile match and they reinforced the consistent 
messages that our school gives about not being 
complacent and always learning from mistakes.   
As mentioned earlier, this term’s first full Parents’ 
Evening is scheduled for Year 11 and takes place this 
Thursday 7 November from 4:30pm.  It is obviously a 
crucial opportunity to get feedback from subject 
teachers during the year group’s final few months and 
we anticipate a strong turnout for the evening.  If you 
are unable to make specific appointments then please 
contact Mr Meighan directly via email at 
meighank@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk and we will do all we 
can to make necessary arrangements.   
Thanks again for your ongoing support and please 
continue to contact me directly with any queries or 
concerns—wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 

Jonathan Wilton, Headteacher 



Student Development Day 
students and went through a rigorous mock process.  
Students also researched apprenticeships and other 
post 16 options that may be open to them.  They 
finished the day with some time for independent 
study ahead of their mock exams. 

At the end of last half term we held the first student 
development day of the school year.  The day was 
focussed on a PSHE/Careers theme and included a 
wide variety of external agencies and support so as to 
give our students the best experience possible. 
 
Year 7 worked through the Be Safe programme which 
was delivered with the prison service and the NHS.  
The day began with a theatrical production from Bury 
College performing arts students, raising awareness of 
personal safety issues and what do to/who to contact 
should students have any concerns.  The students 
were addressed by the Counter Terrorism Unit, 
followed by three workshops about healthy 
relationships, safety in the community and prison life.  
All the visitors to school remarked at how impressed 
they were with our students, saying that they were 
amongst the best that they have ever seen from all 
their work with schools across the North West. 
 
Year 8 were focusing on Body Image and Eating 
Disorders and the links to mental health.  Students 
reviewed the ways in which the media often distort 
body image in an unrealistic manner while facts were 
shared about anorexia, bulimia, night-time eating 
disorder and obesity.  Students were able to work 
collaboratively and independently on many aspects of 
these issues and it was reinforced about how closely 
they are linked to self-esteem and confidence. 
 
The year 9 programme for the day was centred 
around exploitation of young people.  The focus was 
about exploitation within relationships with a 
particular emphasis on the dangers of online practice. 
By the end of the day, students were able to identify 
characteristics of healthy, positive relationships and a 
number of safety points were reinforced. 
 
Our year 10 students were also focusing on personal 
safety, sex and relationships.  Virgin Care employees 
spoke to the students about sexual health, 
contraception and consent.  Lessons were delivered 
on the issues of knife crime, drink driving, sexting and 
sexuality. 
 
Year 11 students were focused on their next steps in 
education after The Elton High School.  Speakers from 
Bury College, Holy Cross and Bolton College gave 
information about college life and the array of 
qualifications and courses that students could 
potentially embark upon.  All students also took part 
in our ‘Mock Interview’ process.  Guests from 
different professions came to interview all of the 



Last week all students in Year 10 attended a 
performance and interactive educational 
workshop commissioned by Public Health to 
promote healthy relationships and the dangers of 
alcohol. 
The drama performance was delivered by the 
Oldham Theatre Workshop and focused upon the 
risks of drinking alcohol during pregnancy. This 
work is part of Greater Manchester’s innovative 
approach to reducing alcohol in pregnancy and 

Oldham Theatre Workshop 

Public Health Workshop 

ensuring no more children are born with Foetal 
Alcohol Spectrum Disorders (FASD). 
Our students were an absolute credit to the 
school as they watched and listened attentively 
to the actors and then participated well in the 
workshop session which followed. Informally 
students have told staff that they thought that 
the drama production was good and that the 
important safeguarding messages were delivered 
effectively. 



Max Reynolds, Y7 – Nominated 

for Pride of Bury Award 

Last May, I heard about a young boy needing money 
for a sensory garden.  Instantly I wanted to help.  
Zachariah is a four year old boy who was born with a 
very rare gene mutation (a change in the TUBB2B 
gene) and therefore has various life limiting 
conditions, including epilepsy.  I thought of many 
ideas that could help raise enough money for him, 
from bake sales to marathons but eventually thought 
of the most challenging, climbing Mount Snowden.  At 
first, I researched relevant information and began 
spreading the word.  Once I received the sponsors I 
completed the huge task of climbing Mount Snowden 
with my mum and Zachariah’s cousin (my mum’s 
friend).   
It was very challenging but I felt very proud because it 
was such a big achievement.  I collected all the 
sponsors and gave the money, which was £355, to 
Zachariah. 
A few weeks passed and I found out that Zachariah’s 
mum nominated me for a Pride of Bury Award ‘our 

little fundraising hero’.   
It was such a special occasion, having all of Bury’s 
most amazing and thoughtful people in one place that 
always go above and beyond when they don’t have to.  
Even though I didn’t win in my category, it was more 
about doing the good deed for Zachariah.   

Max Reynolds, Year 7 



Once again, the voters in United Kingdom are off to 
the polls on Thursday 12 December 2019, two and a 
half years after the previous general election in June 
2017. It will be the third general election in five years, 
and the first to be held in December since 1923. 
Citizens must be aged 18 or above to cast a vote. In 
the previous 2017 general election 46.8 million people 
were eligible to vote. However only 69% chose to 
vote, meaning that 31% (almost a third) did not 
exercise their democratic right.  This was significant 
because the election resulted in a hung Parliament 

Historically, older people are more likely to vote than younger people. For example, in the 2001 general election 
only 40% of the UK electorate aged 18-24 casted a vote. In the same General Election, 70% of those age 65 or over, 
voted. This should concern young people because their voice in the running of the country is just as important as 
anyone else's. Younger people tend to have stronger views and opinions relating to issues like the environment and 
student debt.  However, if politicians believe that older voters are more likely to turn out and cast their vote, it is 
natural that policies and manifesto promises will favour their interests instead. 
For the last 100 years, the two main political parties in the United Kingdom (Conservatives and Labour) have 
dominated the political scene and, between them, have won each of the general elections that have been held. 
Two of the most successful Prime Ministers in recent history have been Margaret Thatcher and Tony Blair.  

Maths At Home - Crunching The 

Numbers On General Elections 
with no single party having an outright majority. The 
entitlement to vote is not an automatic right. It is 
something that has been campaigned for and 
achieved over many years. There are many countries 
in the world - even today - where democratic 
elections do not take place.  
Australia, on the other hand, believes that its citizens 
do not merely have a right to vote, but a duty to do 
so. Failure to vote in an Australian election results in a 
financial penalty, which probably accounts for why 
they achieve very high turnouts (over 90%).  

Voting Patterns 

Margaret Thatcher won three general elections for the 

Conservatives and was in power between 1979 and 1990.  Tony 

Blair also won three general elections for the Labour Party and was 

in power between 1997 and 2007.  



This time around, the leaders of the four main political parties (in voter share) will be : 

Boris Johnson 
(Conservatives) 

Jeremy Corbyn 
(Labour) 

Nicola Sturgeon 
(Scottish National  

Party) 

Jo Swinson 
(Liberal Democrats) 

    

Number of MPs 
The United Kingdom Parliament has 650 Parliamentary constituencies, each electing a single Member of Parliament 
(MP) to the House of Commons, ordinarily every five years.  The size of each constituency is determined not by 
area, but by a number of factors, with the number of resident voters being the most important.  On average, there 
are 72 000 voters in each constituency. 

Largest and smallest constituencies by area 
The largest constituency is Ross, Skye and Lochaber in Scotland.  It measures 
approximately 12,000 square kilometres. The smallest constituency is Islington North 
in London at 7.35 square kilometres. 

Local MP in Bury  
James Frith MP (Labour) is the current MP for the constituency of Bury North.  

Fastest result 
At each election, there is a competition to see which constituency can declare the 
results first. A general election is a huge media event, so the first to constituency to 
declare gets a lot of  national media coverage.  At the last election, Newcastle Central 
announced the results within one hour of the polling booths closing!  

How much does the election cost? 
Elections are not cheap to run! The UK has spent hundreds of millions of pounds on them in recent years.  The cost 
of the May 2015 General Election was almost £115 million.  In a time of financial constraint, some argue that this is 
a major diversion of money, time and resources.  

Let’s hope the General Election in December will be the last one  

for the next five years!  Mr Wilson 



Mylo got 75% on section A of his maths exam, but 
he only got 35% on section B. 
 
He says this means he should score 55% overall, 
but his teacher said he only scored 50% overall! 
How can this be? 
 
Can you find an example of when Mylo’s maths 
teachers calculation is correct? 

Maths Challenge—Marking 

Madness 

Send your full working out and answers to Entwistle-WilkinsonJ@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk.  
All correct entries will gain an Achievement Point and be put in a hat. The first name 
pulled out wins a £5 Trafford Centre voucher! 
 

Congratulations to Danielle Griffiths in 9L for her correct answer to the previous 
challenge that won the voucher and all the other submissions. 

We will be holding a non-uniform day on Friday 15 
November 2019 to fundraise both Children in Need 
and our Christmas Grand Raffle.  Students will be able 
to wear whatever they like (suitable clothing for a 
school environment!).    

We request that a £2 donation is made by students 
and the money raised will be split 50:50 between 
Children in Need and our Christmas Grand Raffle for 
our new 3G all-weather pitch.   

We would also welcome your support in ensuring 
that students are dressed sensibly for a usual school 
day and wear appropriate clothing.   

Non-Uniform Day—£2 Donation 

Friday 15 November 2019 



Y8 History Homework Project - 

Henry VIII and his Six Wives 

During last half term, Year 8 students completed a homework project 
about Henry VIII and his six wives.  The brief was to conduct their own 
independent research and then present their findings in any way they 
chose—as you can see, they were very creative.  From presentations 
to delicious cakes, interactive Lego models to a wooden Tower of 
London complete with amazing research, nothing was too much effort 
for these outstanding students - not even an original (and quite 
brilliant) song performed live to the class!  Here is just a small 
selection of some of the fantastic work.  Well done, year 8! 



In Geography this week……. 

Welcome back! 
Keep your eyes open for new and exciting 

clubs being launched in the Geography        
department and competitions running with 

great prizes to be won!!! 

Year 8 
Students in class have been using their knowledge of 
contours to make models using a different type of   

material—Flapjack and icing! 

Students had to mould the shapes and then using icing 
to then put the contour lines on. They produced great 

work and the students enjoyed eating them 
afterwards! 



High Ropes at Haigh Hall 
Before half term GCSE students where given the opportunity to go and visit one of their case study 
places—Haigh Hall. Students found it very informative being able to see actually how the ecosystem in 
Haigh Hall works. They then got the opportunity to complete the high ropes at the park. Fun was had by 
all, with the students engaging brilliantly with the activities. 



Year 11 Mock 
Geography mock is taking place on 10th December and the paper will 
be for 1hr and 30 minutes.  Details of the topics will be told to the 
students in due course but will include topics from both year 10 and 

year 11.  Students needs to be using their revision folders to 
complete revision on all units. 

Year 11 Drop in Sessions 
These are 30 minute sessions every Tuesday lunchtime. 

Year 11 
Salford Trip 
Final fieldwork trip 

for the GCSE paper 3 
are due to take place 

on 17th and 19th 
December. If there 
are any concerns on 

the dates please 
speak to Miss    

Windsor. Groups will 
be announced shortly. 

Date Room 26 Room 21 

5th Nov Food insecurity: cause and effect Water: surplus/deficit/transfer/
quality 

12th Nov UK energy mix: adv/dis and 
change and impact 

Cockermouth: Cause/
management/impact 

19th Nov Flooding + hydrographs + maps LDNP: attraction / effect /   
management 

26th Nov Glaciation formation River formations 

3rd Dec 9 marker magic—how to get your 
level 

Short answer savvy—pick up the 
extra marks on 1/2/3’s 

Interested in the 
planet? 

Want to help your 
school become more 
eco friendly? 

Then look out for 
information in 
assemblies about 
the new Geography     
eco-group! 



Year 11s and Mrs Gagne received certificates from Buckingham Palace 
this week! They have gained their Bronze IDEA Awards. IDEA is the 
digital version of the Duke of Edinburgh Award but with less mud. Emily 
Little 11L said, "I feel like I’ve learned more about real life skills.  
Hana Solyman Abuomar 11N said that "Silver is challenging but 
achievable."  Alfie Garside 11S said "You learn things with IDEA you didn’t 
know before! I’ve really enjoyed it." 
The Bronze Awards are being completed at a high rate and now the 
challenge is on to see who can join Mrs Gagne in achieving the Silver 
awards! 

iDEA Awards 

We would like to inform parents and carers that we will be closing the school 
driveway at 2:45pm each day due to the increasing number of parents that are 
driving into the school grounds to collect students.   
This creates the risk of accidents, with vehicles using the same driveway as hundreds 
of our departing students. 
The only vehicles allowed on the driveway between 2:45pm and 3:00pm will be those 
parents / carers that are collecting students with mobility issues. 
We hope that you can appreciate and support the changes and recognise that the 
health and safety of our students is paramount.  Thank you. 

School Driveway Closure / 

Collecting Students After School 

Year 8 PGL TRIP-July’20 
The online payment system has reopened to confirmed participants of the trip.  You may 
pay as much or as little as you like though the interim payment of £40 is due by 1st 
December 2019.  



Art to Heart volunteers have been busy making friendly Halloween bats with 
the residents of our local care homes. The participants and students had 
great fun giving their new pets names!  

Art to Heart  

Glittery Halloween Bats   



We were delighted to be able to take part in the 
judging of the Royal Society Young People’s Book 
Prize. The Royal Society Young People’s Book 
Prize aims to inspire young people to read about 
science and promotes the writing of excellent, 
accessible STEM books for under-14s. The prize is 
unique in that the winner is selected by judging 
panels made up of young people across the coun-
try and for the first time Elton has taken part. 

Our judges were, from Year 10, Bailey Withing-
ton, Noah Wright-Veale, Emma Halpin-Foden and 
Y8 students, Rebecca Chadwick, Rhys Bailey and 
Megan Howarth. 

The panel met once a week to discuss the books. 
We submitted our final verdict before half term 
and are awaiting to hear whether we agree with 
other panels from around the country. 

Our judges chose Planetarium! 

Here are Bailey’s thoughts on taking part in the 
judging panel: “I think that the book review 
helped me to understand how good non-fiction 
books are. Although not many people agreed 
with my views, I still loved the experience. 
I'm happy to take other reading explorations and 
dive into new goodies.” 

All of the books are now available to borrow 
from the LRC. 



Year 7 Health & Safety Projects 

Year 7 students have completed a 
project to promote Health and Safety 
in a Technology Workshop. These are 
some  wonderful examples.  



Grand Raffle 
Elton will be organising a Christmas Grand Raffle  
this Christmas to help fundraise towards the 
build of our new 3G all-weather pitch.  The 
Football Foundation are currently finalising 
details of the grant and it is hopeful that the 
build will commence early January 2020, with 
completion around Easter 2020.   

We still have a significant amount of money to 
raise.  Students will be sent home with two 
books of raffle tickets in the next few weeks 
and we welcome your support in helping them 
sell the raffle tickets to friends and family.  

To enable the event to be a success, we would 
also welcome raffle prize donations.  If any 
parents can offer donations, have any contacts, 
or can obtain prizes from the companies they 
work for under any ‘charitable donation 
schemes’ then please let Mrs Filkins know via 
email: filkinsj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk.    

We will organise students to collect any 
donations for charitable publicity if needed.   

Any donations would be greatly appreciated! 

Christmas  



Jessica Heyes (Year 7) has just 
returned from competing in the 
Hettange Grande Open International 
Competition which was held in 
France. 
Jessica was selected to skate for 
Great Britain following her success 
earlier in the year at the British 
Championships becoming the Mini 
Girls Free Skating British Champion 
and silver medalist at the Dance 
Skating British Championships. 
Jessica competed in Solo Dance and 
Freedance, finishing in 8th place 
against some of the top artistic 
skaters in the world.  
Congratulations Jessica!   

International Event 

Jessica Heyes, Year 7 



During a recent Year 8 assembly we were joined by Go 
Digital, a company based in Manchester. The guest 
speakers presented a very informative talk about the 
changing jobs and opportunities that are now 
available in the digital sector. There are over 1.2 
million unfilled job opportunities ranging from social 
media to programming, 30,000 - 50,000 digital jobs  
are being created in Manchester over the next 5 years 
alone and the salary scales are more attractive than 

Future Events@EHS 
 

Digi Hive Deep Dive 
A three day challenge where eight selected 

students can look more deeper into all aspects of 
digital making and marketing.  

Innovate Her 
An award winning industry-led eight week 

programme dedicated to giving girls aged 12-16 
the skills, self-belief and confidence to pursue a 

career in technology. 

Sharp Futures Visit 
A chance for thirty Year 8 students to go to The 

Sharp Project for a half day experience! This 
includes a tour of The Sharp Project, a 

creative digital careers overview and two 
workshops run by industry professionals. This may 

include photography, VR & AR, graphic design, 
social media, web development and much more! 

Challenge Event 
There will be a final Challenge Event for all 

winning students to celebrate their achievements 
and meet their peers from across Greater 

Manchester whilst collaborating to solve an 
industry challenge.  

some more traditional roles. The aim of Go Digital is 
to inspire young people aged 11-13 to consider a 
career in STEM and following the assembly a number 
of our students joined them for a Design Sprint for 
making and marketing. We would like to thank the Go 
Digital team for a most inspiring assembly and exciting 
day, where students were using robots, other 
technological devices, making a web site and video for 
a given business scenario.  

http://www.thesharpproject.co.uk/
http://www.thesharpproject.co.uk/


Congratulations to the Year 11 basketball team who maintained their 100% winning record in claiming the 
Bury Schools’ Division 2 title.  Having dominated their division by winning all six groups games, they met 
Parrenthorn High School in the semi final, winning a feisty encounter 28-14. This led to an outstanding 
performance in the final where they comfortably beat St Anne’s High Academy, Middleton by 24-10. 
Great credit to a fantastic group of young men who are a pleasure to work with. Excellent work boys!  

Year 11 Basketball Win  

Bury Schools Division 2 Title 



Year 9 Netball Results 

Our Year 9 team 
continued their fantastic 
undefeated run with a 
recent 34-0 victory over 
Parrenthorn High School.  
Congratulations to all 
involved and thanks to 
the parents who continue 
to support the girls. 

CHRISTMAS REWARD TRIPS to Blackburn Ice Skating Arena are due to take place on December 12th , 13th and 
16th. Letters will be distributed before November 15th and will be based upon those students who have good 
attendance, excellent punctuality and a positive behaviour record for this term.   

Christmas Reward Trips 



The next edition of the Elton Times will be emailed on 

Tuesday 19 November 2019 


