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As we enter the final days of this first half term, we 
can reflect on a very busy but also extremely positive 
last couple of weeks. The open events during 2nd and 
3rd October were a fantastic success, really 
showcasing all that is good about our school. We 
estimate that over four hundred families came to the 
Open Evening, while more than sixty sets of parents 
took the opportunity to look around the school for the 
Open Days. The feedback was extremely positive, with 
parents and primary school children who visited 
during the days all commenting on the calm, 
purposeful atmosphere around the school and the 
excellent levels of teaching and learning apparent in 
so many areas. Some of those comments of the 
visiting parents are highlighted later in this newsletter 
and our students were a real credit to themselves and 
their parents.  
Some of the questions that arose from the recent 
visits by prospective parents and students centred 
around our canteen and lunch facilities. We are keenly 
aware that space is very limited in the canteen and 
that lunchtimes can get rather overcrowded. To help 
address this, from last Monday we have put all Year 7 
students in for an early lunch, ten minutes before the 
other year groups. This has helped to improve the 
situation and means that the youngest students can 
all get their dinner in good time. However, the set up 
is far from perfect and we will continue to pressurise 
the local authority to try and get more funding to 
improve the canteen services for the coming months 
and years.  
Although we strongly feel that the services provided 
by our own canteen staff are excellent, there has been 
a real focus on the quality of 
school dinners and children's 
meals in recent years, starting 
with the campaign work of 
Jamie Oliver and developing 
more recently with the 'sugar 
tax'. Early last month there 
was also lots of publicity 
about the terrible case of a 
teenager from Bristol who lost 
his sight and hearing due to a 
poor diet over many years. His 
mother had said that her son 
had been a fussy eater since 
aged about seven and would 

only eat chips, crisps, sausages, processed ham and 
white bread. By the age of fourteen he was diagnosed 
with a severe lack of vitamins but his health got even 
worse as he refused to alter his diet. He is now 
nineteen and legally blind and deaf, all due to the 
terrible food that he has stuck to over the years. It 
may be an extreme case, but it brings home the need 
for students at school age to have a healthy, balanced 
diet which promotes good learning and concentration 
but more importantly, keeps them fit and well.  
Linked to the above, there have been some requests 
made by parents about getting access to their 
children's canteen records, so they can check their 
account balance and also what the children have been 
ordering to eat and drink. We do hope to develop our 
system so that these checks can be made, but in the 
meantime you are welcome to contact the canteen 
managers directly and they will provide you with that 
information on request - they can be emailed 
at m.simpson@bury.gov.uk  
The articles and information in this issue of the 
newsletter only start to reflect the amount of events 
and activities that have been taking place. The 
students have all engaged so well with the new term 
and deserve a well earned rest over the coming half 
term break.  We return to school at the normal time 
of 8.45am on Monday 28th October and I would like 
to thank all parents/carers for your support in 
ensuring that we have made such a strong start to the 
school year. As always, if you have any queries or 
questions then please contact me directly at the usual 
email address - wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  
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Open Days / Evening 

We welcomed hundreds of visitors to our recent Open 
Days and Open Evening, with some fantastic feedback 
from prospective parents and their primary school 
children. 
The events showcased everything that is good about our 
school.  Excellent learning taking place in lessons, strong 
standards of behaviour and the friendly, welcoming 
manner of our staff and our students. 
Some of the comments received from the parents who 
visited during the Open Days are shown below:- 
 
“Great school and staff.  They were all willing to talk about 
the school and provide lots of information (Greenhill 
Primary)” 
 
“Really impressed, loved the school and hope I get to come 
here.  The guides were great and did a great tour! 
(Lowercroft Primary)” 
 
“Pupils were extremely friendly and helpful – organised, 
structured.  Full understanding of what to expect!  Enjoyed 
the tour immensely.  (Tottington Primary)” 
 
“We loved the school, very impressed with students 
behaviour around the school.  Staff very friendly and 
helpful (Our Lady of Grace)” 
 
“Lovely atmosphere, very helpful guides that showed us 
round. We felt very comfortable. Very impressed, thank 
you. (Old Hall)” 



Year 11 Mock Interviews 

The Mock Interview event was again a great success. 
Seventeen local "employers" came in to school to 
interview all two hundred and five of our Year 11 
students over the course of the day. The response 
from the students was excellent and they were 
unanimous in their thoughts about "employers" 
coming to school to carry out the interviews.  
 
The feedback was very positive and our students felt 
they gained great insight into what the future will 
hold for them once they leave the school 
environment. It was felt that the mock interviews 
helped the students get a better understanding of 
what employers are looking for and what to expect in 
college interviews.  
 
The interviewers were very impressed as shown by 
some of the following comments:- 

"Very Impressed with the approach the students 
have taken to the interviews."   

Kathryn Chorlton - Bolton Sixth Form College 
 
 
"A wide range of very pleasant pupils who all 
engaged in the process.  All pupils seemed 
enthusiastic about the session and it was good to 
hear a wide range of answers, ambitions etc,"  

Ian MacKay - School Governor/Civil Servant 
 
 
"The pupils I interviewed all came across so well; 
polite, motivated young people with clear goals 
for their future.  A credit to the school!"  

Lynne Hainsworth - School Governor /  
Primary School Teacher 

 
 

"The students were very prepared and took things really 
seriously with well prepared answers.  Very impressed 
with all students and I wish them well."   

Helen Whittle - Bury EST 



Manchester Indoor 

Athletics Championships 
On Friday 12th October our Year 10/11 indoor 
athletics team went to The Regional Indoor Athletics 
Centre, Eastlands in Manchester to compete in The 
Manchester Indoor Athletics Championships. 
It was a fantastic opportunity to take part in a 
competition in such an amazing venue.  All pupils had 
a great time and performed really well.  Thought 
special mention needs to be given to the following 
participants:- 
 Grace Gibson came 2nd in the 300m (44.15 sec) 
 Zak Younis came 4th in long jump (5.40 metres) 

 Libby Warren came 4th in the 60metres (8.50sec) 
 Callum Hunter came 4th in shot putt (10.14 

metres) 
 Girls relay team came 4th  
 
We finished a very creditable 9th place which was a 
wonderful achievement.  Thanks to all the parents 
and grandparents who came along to offer their 
support, it was very much appreciated.   

Join Our Maths Club! 

If you feel you need a little extra help in Maths, why not drop in to 
our weekly Maths Club?  Details are below.  It is run by four talented 
student Maths Mentors in Year 10 - from left to right - Maryam 
Amin, Emma Halpin-Foden, Bailey Withington and Jacob McDade.   
Feedback from the students who have attended is very positive, so 
why not try?   
Mr Wilson will be on hand if there is any tough stuff! 



Mathmagician’s Challenge 

Problems with Primes  

This week is a prime number special, with two problems to get stuck into 
with prime numbers! 
 
1. If you add the prime factors of 2019 together, what do you get? 

 
 

2. This year a grandmother, her daughter and her granddaughter 
noticed that the sum of their ages is 100 years. Each of their ages is 
a power of 2. How old is the granddaughter? 

Send your full working out and answers to Entwistle-WilkinsonJ@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk.  All correct 
entries will gain an Achievement Point and be put in a hat.  The first name pulled out wins a £5 Trafford 
Centre voucher!  

"The winner of the Mathmagician's Challenge from Edition 57 is Dan Clayton from 9N.  

Please come to Room 14 to collect your £5 Trafford Centre gift voucher"  

Last week, our Year 11 students were given their shiny 
new AQA Revision Guides.  They are a superb revision 
resource, packed with colour diagrams, practice questions 
and answers.  Remember! It's only useful, if you USE IT!! 
Please follow us on Twitter @eltonmaths for all updates 
and news from the Maths Department. 



The dates below indicate when information about your child’s progress will be shared. One of the grade cards will 
include written comments about your child’s strengths and areas for improvement. The other reports will contain 
assessment data and scores for attitude to learning and homework.  
 

 

  GRADE CARD 1 GRADE CARD 2 GRADE CARD 3 PARENTS’ EVENING 

YEAR 7 Dec 20th 2019 Apr 3rd 2020 Jun 5th 2020 Jul 9th 2020 

YEAR 8 Dec 6th 2019 Mar 6th 2020 Jun 19th 2020 Mar 19th 2020 

YEAR 9 Nov 8th 2019 Feb 7th 2020 May 15th 2020 Nov 28th 2020 

YEAR 10 Nov 22nd 2019 Feb 28th 2020 Jul 3rd 2020 Apr 1st 2020 

YEAR 11 Oct 11th 2019 Jan 24th 2020 Mar 20th 2020 Nov 7th 2020 

Key Dates for Parents 

Mr Farnworth has been leading 
assemblies during recent weeks and 
promoting our Student Council.  
Students are invited to self-nominate 
via their form tutors. Should there be 
more than two reps from one form, 
there will be a vote to decide the 
outcome. 
We will have the following Student 
Council Groups; 
 Year Council Groups (2 reps from 

each form)  
 School Council Groups (Year 

Council Reps elected to meet with 
other year groups). 

Any student who is interested 
should speak with their Tutor and let 
them know they want to be a 
Student Council Representative. 
Tutors will then run a vote in form 
time to find two elected reps. 
The Student Council Reps should be 
nominated and voted in by Friday 1st 
November 2019. 
Further details to follow in future 
newsletters. 



Year 8 Boys  

HPV Vaccinations 
HPV Vaccination forms have been sent out in registers to all Year 8 boys 
last week.   
If parents / carers could please ensure that they sign the form and 
return to school as soon as possible.  Vaccinations will take place on 
Tuesday 17 December 2019. 
If any Year 8 girls have missed their recent HPV vaccination, there will 
also be a catch-up for them on this date.   
Spare consent forms are available at Reception if needed.   

Date Periods 1 & 2 Periods 3 & 4 Period 5 

Thu 5th Dec     Spanish Listening 
Foundation 35min 
Higher 45min 

Mon 9th Dec English Language – 1h45 Computing 
Business  all 1h30 
RE 
 

French Reading 
Foundation 45min 
Higher 1h 

Tue 10th Dec Geography – 1h30 English Literature – 2h15 History – 1hr15 

Wed 11th Dec Science (Core Physics) – 1h15 
Physics – 1h45 

Maths Paper 1 (non-calc) – 
1h30 

Spanish Reading 
Foundation 45min 
Higher 1h 

Thu 12th Dec Food Technology 
Design Technology 
both 1h45 

Science (Core Chemistry) – 
1h15 
Chemistry – 1h45 

PE – 1h15 

Fri 13th Dec Science (Core Biology) – 1h15 
Biology – 1h45 

Maths Paper 2 (calc) – 1h30 French Listening 
Foundation 35 min 
Higher 45min 

Year 11 Mock Exam Timetable 

YEAR 7 MEET THE TUTOR EVENING is taking place on Wednesday 
October 16 from 4.30pm until 6pm.  During the course of the evening, 
parents will be able to attend a short presentation about the Year 7 
curriculum and the school’s assessment and reporting system.  
 
The parent guidance sessions will take place at 5pm and 5.30pm to 
enable as many parents as possible to attend.   

Year 7 Meet the 

Tutor Evening 



Calling all boots sitting unused in your homes! As you 
will be well aware The Elton has suffered from poorly 
drained playing fields for many, many years and this 
has a negative impact upon our outdoor sports 
provision both during lessons and after school clubs/
fixtures. We are aware that families have purchased 
boots in the past for the outdoor lessons and they 
have got very little use due to the fields quickly going 
out of action due to flooding. If this has been the case 
and the boots are sat unused in your homes please 
can you donate them to school to support our new 
'Football Boot Swap Shop'.  
With the new field at the front of the school and the 
forthcoming 3G pitch we are hoping that boots in the 
immediate future are going to get more use. Every 
student has one outdoor lesson a week as part of 
their curriculum, (weather dependent) and the more 

Football Boots Swap Shop and 

Outdoor PE Lessons 

DID YOU KNOW that more than 137,700 girls 
missed school during 2018 because they couldn't 
afford sanitary products? A report identified that 
as many as 7% of girls (aged 10-18) have been 
forced to skip school during their period. The 
average amount of time missed was 5 school days 
within the school year.  
At The Elton High School we are keen to support 
our girls and ensure that they are not missing out 
on an education. We are grateful to The Red Box 
Project who provide us with a range of sanitary 
products and brand new underwear. These items 
are available from the Main Office for any 
students who are in need.  

WHEN A STUDENT IS ABSENT we expect 
communication from parents to inform us of the 
reason for the absence and also the likely 
duration of the absence.  
IF WE DO NOT RECEIVE COMMUNICATION FROM 
HOME we will be unable to authorise the 
absence.  
IF A STUDENT IS ABSENT FOR 3 OR MORE DAYS 
we routinely carry out Home Visits as part of our 
safeguarding routines. This is simply done to 
check the welfare of the student and to see 
whether school can provide any further support. 
IF YOUR CHILD IS REFUSING TO COME TO 
SCHOOL or you are concerned about them 
attending, please contact the Main Office (0161 
763 1434) and ask to speak to our Attendance 
Officer, Donna Alderson. She will be able to offer 
support, advice and guidance. 

students with boots and waterproof jackets the more 
lessons we can safely run outside. Waterproof 
jackets can be purchased through the school kit 
website skschoolkits.co.uk or a plain black waterproof 
jacket can be worn.  
Plastic studs or blades are a better buy as metal studs 
cannot be used on the astroturf once it is built.  

The Red Box  

Project 

http://skschoolkits.co.uk/


Year 9 & 10 Netball Results 

Year 9 & 10 netball teams completed fixtures against 
St Monica’s last week despite the poor weather 
conditions.  Although the Year 10’s were beaten, 
they performed strongly with the player’s players 
being Gemma Foy and Amy Sunderland.   
The Year 9’s were victorious in their game, winning 
17-9 and Ellie Armstead was voted the player’s 
player award.   
Both teams played the following week against Bury 
Church.  Although Year 10’s again failed to win they 
performed well and Gemma Foy was again named 
player’s player.  The Year 9 team won again 
storming to a 33-5 victory.  Ellie Holland was named 
player’s player.   
Many thanks to the girls and their parents for 
providing support.  A reminder that practice is every 
Tuesday lunchtime for Years 9 and 10 and Monday 
lunchtime for Year 7 and 8—all are welcome!  



Year 10/11 Girls Football 
The senior girls team had a solid start to the season with three wins and three draws in the Bury Schools 7-a-side 
Cup. Fantastic performances from all but a particular mention to Amy Sunderland who scored a number of 
important goals. Well done to both Libby Keown and Gabby Kean for Captaining the side during the tournament.  

It was another muddy, wet day for our second 
schoolrun last Friday, though it didn’t put off 
some of our pupils and newly appointed sports 
captains.   
All runners supported each other in the true 
spirit of the event and didn’t get too wet—
congratulations to all participants! 
Reminder that schoolrun is open to all students 
and staff on a weekly basis.  Participation is 
recorded and after a number of events runners 
will be eligible for sports bands and t-shirts.   
We also need volunteers to ensure the safety of 
our school runners so please see Miss Jones in 
the PE department if you are interested.   

Weekly Schoolrun  

Results: 
Luke Gisbourne (11B) 8.34 

Ben Pickford (11B) 8.43 
Isabelle Oxley (7G) 9.40 

Corinne Newton (7G) 10.17  



Jessica Heyes Year 7 has just returned from competing in the Artistic Roller 
Skating Cup of Europe International Championships which was held in Roana, 
Italy. 
Jessica was selected to skate for Great Britain following her success earlier in 
the year at the British Championships, becoming the Mini Girls Free Skating 
British Champion and silver medalist at the Dance Skating British 
Championships. 
Jessica competed in both disciplines in Italy, finishing 13th place in Europe for 
Free Skating and 9th place in Europe for Dance Skating. 
Jessica is also due to skate for Great Britain again in a few weeks at an 
International competition which will be held in Hettange, France.  
Congratulations to Jessica for her fantastic achievements! 

Jessica Heyes, Year 7, 

International Skater 



The next edition of the Elton Times will be emailed on 

Tuesday 5 November 2019 


