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Updates From Summer Rewards Trips!
‘Elton’s Got Talent’ - Pictures & Report!
3G Fundraising Update: To date, we have
raised a fantastic £18,388.63 towards
our £50,000 goal!
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Welcome to this academic year's first issue of The
Elton Times, our fortnightly newsletter which provides
a regular update on events, activities and news here
from Elton. We are delighted to welcome parents of
our new Year 7 students who join our readership of
staff, governors, key primary schools and, of course,
our current students and parents.
We returned for the new academic year two weeks
ago following another strong set of GCSE results for
our departing Year 11 students. As you may know, the
exams are now all graded according to the new 1-9
system, with grade 4 being equivalent to an old 'C'
grade and grade 7 being equivalent to the old 'A'
grade.
There were some excellent sets of results, with
twenty per cent of all students achieving the very
highest grades (7-9) in at least three subject areas. In
Maths, 19% of students achieved the highest 7-9
grades, while 75% gained grade 4 or above. In English,
more than 70% gained grade 4 or above. In separate
sciences, 99% of students gained grade 4 or above,
95% achieved 5 or above and 45% achieved grade 7 or
higher. It is also worth highlighting that results in
Languages, RE and the Arts subjects were particularly
good, reflecting the traditional strengths of our school
in those subject areas.
While we were delighted that so many students
attained results that reflected their hard work and the
efforts of their teachers, we continue to reinforce the
message that our overriding motive as a school is to
support the children to develop into articulate,
confident, considerate young adults. We are regularly
told by staff who work in our post 16 colleges that
Elton students 'stand out' and we will strive to
reinforce this with our work across all current year
groups. We do wish our departed Year 11 students
the best of luck for their next steps in college, training
or apprenticeships and look forward to them
returning for one final time at their own Awards
Evening in December.
The new term has started extremely well with all
students arriving in school looking smart and well
prepared. Punctuality remains a big focus and thanks
for your support in ensuring that the children are at
school for 8.40am, with first lesson starting at 8.45am.
Arriving late usually means interrupting the first
lesson and also leads to a detention at break or lunch
- we really want to avoid having to give such sanctions

and ask for your continued support in helping to get
the students to school in good time.
This new issue of the newsletter covers some of the
events that took place at the end of last term while
also highlighting new updates such as our recently
appointed Head Boy and Girl. We were able to
appoint 130 new Prefects among our Year 11 group
and over thirty Senior Prefects. Daniel O'Brien and
Megan Wardle have been appointed Head Boy and
Girl, with Joseph Livesey, Isabel Whitham and
Madeline Derbyshire taking up the Deputy Head
posts. It is credit to that year group that we were able
to appoint so many Prefects and had such strong
candidates for the senior roles. They are fantastic
ambassadors for the school and really do promote
such an excellent level of support and positivity across
the whole school community.
I would like to take this opportunity to highlight the
first big celebration event of the year - our Attendance
Awards, which take place at 5.30pm (Years 8 and 10)
and 7pm (Years 9 and 11) on Thursday 26th
September. We hope that you are able to join us at
those events to recognise the achievements of those
students, with a review of the awards being published
in the next issue of this newsletter.
Finally, thanks again to all parents/carers for your
support in ensuring that the start of the new year has
gone so smoothly. It is a great boost for school staff to
know that we have your support and that you are
working at home to give the right messages regarding
uniform, equipment, homework and so on. We will
work our hardest this year to make sure that the
school continues to build on it’s achievements and
strong reputation. As always, if you have any
questions or queries about any aspect of school then
please contact me directly at my email address wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
Jonathan Wilton, Headteacher

GCSE Results Day
This year, 20% of all pupils achieved the highest grades, 7-9, in at least three
subjects.
The highest set of results belonged to Teresa Orr, who is celebrating seven grade 9s
and two grade 8s, a result that she said "didn’t feel real. It made me confident in
what I want to do.” Teresa is planning to study A-level Maths, Chemistry and
Physics.
Joining in the celebrations were Head Boy Che Tligui and Head Girl Anastasia
Anastassiou, who were thrilled with their outcomes.
Che said: "I could not walk as I arrived to collect my results; my legs were shaking so
much. I was still nervous as I opened them. It was really surreal. I was so surprised."
Che secured three 9s in English Language and Literature, and Spanish, five 8s in
History, Religious Studies, Maths, Chemistry and Physics, and a grade 7 in Biology.
Anastasia secured three 9s in English Language and Literature, and History, four 8s in
Maths, Chemistry, Physical Education and Spanish, plus a grade 7 in Physics and
grade 6 in Biology.
We were delighted to see our students return to collect such a fantastic set of
results. Their achievements do them credit and are also a testament to the support
of their families and of our strong team of teaching staff. Many students have
attained top grades, but we are equally proud of all our students — they may not all
leave with grade 9s, but they have worked hard, made great progress and taken
advantage of all our school has to offer. We wish them all the very best of luck for
their exciting futures.

Congratulations to our
New Senior Prefects 2019/20
Congratulations to our newly appointed Head and Deputy Head Boys and Girls. We were delighted to appoint Daniel O’Brien,
and Megan Wardle as new Head Boy and Head Girl with Joseph Livesey, Isabel Whitham and Madeline Derbyshire taking the
Deputy Head posts. With over 130 prefects and 30 senior prefects it is a fantastic achievement for these individuals to receive
this level of recognition.

“During my time at Elton I have always aspired to be
head boy; it means a lot to me to have been chosen
for this role, and I hope that I will have a positive
impact on the school and its pupils throughout the
next year. One way in which I would like to do this is to
offer more support to younger students that are
struggling with social interaction, whilst aiming to give
them the best possible experience from their journey
through high school. I believe that a head boy should
be judged by what they have done and what they are
able to do for the school, they should want to make
positive changes and I believe that I have the suitable
qualities to do this.”
Daniel O’Brien, Head Boy

“Throughout my time at Elton I’ve always strived to do
my best and provide my best. I really appreciate being
given the opportunity to take on the role of head girl
as it is something that I have always wanted to do. I
hope that I can give support to those who need it, be a
friendly face and help in every way possible. I’ve taken
part in many leading roles in school and I hope that
my experiences from them will help me to make a
positive impact on the school and the students. I know
that I am dedicated, respectful and responsible and I
am determined to fulfil this role to the very best of my
ability.”
Megan Wardle, Head Girl

...

This year will be our first full year using
HegartyMaths, the fantastic online learning
platform for Mathematics.
HegartyMaths
homework tasks will be set regularly, so it is really
important students get into a consistent routine for
its completion.
Homework consists of:
1. Logging on and watching a video tutorial on the
topic (typically 10 mins)
2. Completing fully worked-out examples in the
orange HegartyMaths exercise book.
3. Doing the online quiz, which follows the tutorial.
The ideal way to access HegartyMaths is on a laptop
or tablet. Watching on a phone is not recommended

a note to parents

owing to the limitation of the screen size.
Students can always complete the homework on
computers in the LRC, if there are issues with internet
access at home. It is advisable to bring a set of
headphones if using a school computer in order to
hear the commentary. Basic budget earphones are on
sale in the LRC for a pound.
I firmly believe that regular completion of
HegartyMaths
homework
tasks
will
help our students make accelerated progress in
Maths. Thank you for your support in making this
happen.
Mr Wilson – Head of Mathematics

Parents, students – follow us on Twitter!
Now that we are back at school and looking ahead to another
busy year in the Maths department, please take a moment to
follow us on Twitter. Look out for lots of useful tips, info and
resources being shared over the course of the year. Our Twitter
handle is @eltonmaths

Mathmagician’s Puzzle of the Week
Which two numbers must be crossed
out in the grid below so that every
row and every column adds up to a
multiple of 5?
Please email your answer to Mr
Wilson
(wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk). All
correct entries will gain an
Achievement Point and be put in a
hat. First name pulled out wins a £5
Trafford Centre voucher!

Elton’s Got Talent—July 2019

ELTON’S GOT TALENT 2019 was a huge success with a variety of
acts from students and staff entertaining the large audience.
Acts included dancers, roller-skaters, singers, musicians, a
magician and also a comedian. Staff acts included Mr Moxam,
Mr Wooliscroft, Mrs Johnson, Mrs Stopford, Mr Farnworth, Mrs
Rooks, Mrs Turbill and Mrs Parkinson. Ex-student Jack Johnson
also made a guest appearance performing “Yellow” by Coldplay.
This event was organised to raise funds for the 3G pitch which
we hope to have in place for later this school year. Many
students also helped backstage by serving refreshments,
managing the admissions, organising the raffle and helping with
equipment / staging.
At the end of the evening all members of the audience were
invited to vote for their favourite act from Key Stage 3 (Years 79) and Key Stage (Years 10 and 11). The winner from Key Stage 3
was Emma Halpin-Foden for her roller-skating performance and
Jamie Cookson (Key Stage 4) for his superb musical performance
on the piano.
It was a great evening to celebrate all the student and staff
talents and we hope that this will become a regular event in our
school calendar!.

Blackpool Reward Trip—July 2019

We were fortunate to enjoy a lovely day in
the sun at the end of the last term, as
hundreds of Elton students went on the
reward trip to Blackpool Pleasure Beach.
As usual, the trip was organised as a reward
for students who have achieved high
standards of attendance, punctuality and
behaviour throughout 2018-2019.
Many
students won cuddly toys which needed to
be accommodated on the way back to Bury
while others were keen to get food as soon
as possible!
Most went around in groups and just enjoyed
the rides and the sunshine with friends.
There will be further reward trips this year at
Christmas, Easter and Summer and we hope
that as many students as possible are able to
participate.

Art Summer School
Art summer school took place
on the first week of the school
holidays for students aged 711 years old. Throughout the
week there were lots of
different craft techniques to
take part in, all based on the
theme 'creatures'.
Students enjoyed their time at
Elton and produced some
fabulous work.

New Year 7 Summer School
August 19th to the 23rd saw Elton's seventh annual Summer School,
open to our new year 7 students, to help them to settle in effectively
to their new school.
Twenty six students participated in the week long event, the
highlights including: team building games: learning circus tricks:
meeting Stan the T Rex: cooking up a storm in the food room and
putting on a play as a grand finale. The students participated
impressively in all activities and developed in confidence across the
week. Many have made firm friendships that are clearly going strong
in to the new term.
With members of the community seeking out staff to praise the
students' conduct and courtesy whilst we were out and about in
Manchester, it is clear that our Summer School cohort are already
Elton Students and we could not be prouder of them.
Thank you to the students and their families for supporting summer
school so brilliantly. Watch this space for details of summer school
2020.

On The Road To Recovery!
Alaiba Shafiq (Year 11) has been suffering from serious illness and has recently had intensive daily radiotherapy
for six weeks. The ringing of the bell represents and marks the end of her treatment and celebrates her courage
and resilience during this painstaking journey. The entire medical team who have been involved with Alaiba's
treatment also showered her with individual gifts and tokens to support her fight against cancer.
Mrs Kapasi, from our staff team, participated in the ‘Race for Life’ on Sunday 14 July 2019 and raised £260.00
towards cancer research. Each time we have spoken to her and asked how she is, her response has always been
"I am alright Miss." Such positivity!!!

Attendance & Punctuality
ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY REMINDER
Our attendance target for 2019-2020 is 96% and we
want all students to aim for this as a minimum
expectation.
If your child is absent
Please contact the School Office (0161 763 1434) on
the first day of absence and provide daily updates if
your child is not well enough to return to school.
If your child is refusing to attend school
Please contact the School Office (0161 763 1434) and
ask for our Attendance Officer (Donna Alderson) who
will be able to offer practical support to parents and
students.
Our safeguarding commitment
If a child remains absent for three or more days we
routinely carry out a home visit for safeguarding
purposes.

Punctuality really matters
Please note that lessons being at 8.45am every
day and therefore students need to arrive in
school well before 8.40am to make sure that
they are not missing valuable teaching.
Students who are late for school will have a 15
minute break detention.

CELEBRATING EXCELLENT ATTENDANCE AND
PUNCTUALITY
There will be certificates and recognition for
form groups who achieve over 96%
attendance and the least number of late
marks each month.
Approximately 486 students from Years 8 – 11
students will be receiving rewards and
attendance
badges
for
outstanding
attendance during 2018/2019 in our special
celebration event at the end of September.

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME
Please note that in line with Local Authority
guidance, The Elton High School does not
authorise holidays during term time unless there
are exceptional circumstances. Where students
are absent for more than 3 days, school will do a
home visit in line with our safeguarding
procedures. If there is no response to our visit
(either face to face or by telephone within 24
hours of our visit) we will request medical
evidence to support the absence.

Fundraising Update
Elton Receives Tesco ‘Bags
of Help’ £1,000 Award
Elton’s Community Impact Project has received an award of £1,000 from
the recent ‘Bags of Help’ voting at Tesco Superstore in Ramsbottom,
where we secured third place. The award will go towards purchasing
football goals and nets for our new 3G pitch which is due to be built
during the Autumn Term 2019.

Fundraising Total to Date
Many activities took place during the Summer Term to
fundraise for our new 3G sports pitch including a
weekly tuck shop, Summer Fair, several Tesco Bag
Packing days, non-uniform days, an ‘Elton’s Got
Talent’ evening and the whole-school sponsored walk.
During the Autumn Term there will be lots more
fundraising activities going on to achieve our goal and
Elton have also been accepted to take part in the
Tesco ‘Bags of Help’ voting scheme at the Bury
Superstore, which will be communicated once we
know dates.
Elton have also applied, and been awarded, 210

wildlife tree / bush saplings from the Woodland Trust
to enable us to landscape around the 3G sports pitch
once built.
If there are any budding gardeners that would like to
get involved in planting them, then please contact
Joanna Filkins at filkinsj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk.

To date, we have raised a
fantastic £18,388.63 towards
our £50,000 goal!

Don’t Forget To Rent Your Locker!

Vaccinations
Year 8 Girls
HPV Vaccinations
Year 8 girls HPV vaccinations will be
taking place on Tuesday 8 October
2019.
Consent forms for the vaccinations
were sent out to all Year 8 girls during
the summer term for parents / carers
to sign and return.
If you have not yet returned your form
can you please return to the school
office as soon as possible.

Can You Help Identify This Student?
We often receive positive feedback from members o the local community about our students. The email below is one such
example and was sent at the start of the term. We still haven’t identified the students mentioned in the email so please let us
know who they are!
I felt it important to let you know that a student from your
school has just helped an older gentleman and his disabled
daughter get on the 9.15am 469 bus to Tottington. They
didn't have enough money for the daughter's bus fare and
your pupil (female, aged about 14-16, with another female
and 2 males, she has a black and white Off The Wall
rucksack) gave them the 40p they were short.

In a society where young adults are vilified and misjudged, I
find it heartening that our youth are disproving this
misconception. Please let her know that her kindness has
not gone unnoticed.
You and this young woman's parents should be proud.
Kind regards, Eileen Haveron

Bury Schools’ Athletics
Championships

At the end of the summer term our students entered
the annual athletics competition which takes place
amongst all Bury schools. Dozens of students from
Years 7-10 were selected due to their results from PE
lessons in the months leading up to the competition.
The sun was shining and all students acquitted
themselves very well. The day started with heats for
all of the events with the participants having be
placed in the top two so as to qualify for the finals in
the afternoon.
Some of the most eye-catching performances
included:Anna Gisbourne (Year 7) won the gold medal in the
200m and 800m and is shown in the picture above

celebrating with Grace Gibson (Year 9) who won the
bronze in the 200m.
In other events, Jay Cook (Year 9) won the gold in the
high jump competition while Joe Hamer (Year 9) won
the gold in the triple jump.
There were also impressive performances from Libby
Keown (Year 10) who won the silver medal in the
1500m and Hannah Shaw (Year 10) who won the
bronze in the long jump. The Year 7 relay team also
narrowly missed out on the gold, but performed
superbly to come second in their event.
Thanks to all the parents who came down for the day
to provide moral support. As always, it was very
much appreciated.

Callum Hunter Secures Place In
North Of England Cricket Squad

Congratulation to Callum Hunter, Year 11, who has secured a place
in the North of England cricket squad. Callum was presented with an
England Cap from Sir Alistair Cook and in August played in the Bunbury
Festival against three other regional teams - Midlands, South / West
and London / East. We look forward to Callum continuing his
cricketing progress over the coming months and years with a view to
regaining the Ashes as soon as possible!

Jay Cook, Year 9
Placed 9th Nationally!

Here are a few pictures from Jay's pole vault
at the English Schools’ Athletics Event.
Jay finished an amazing 6th place with a
height of 3m 15cm.
This now places him in 9th position in the
country for his age category and we look
forward to watching him progress in this
event.

Do you know about the gambling-like features in children’s online games?
For the vast majority of people, gambling never becomes a
problem, but it can have serious consequences when it does.
A report from The Gambling Commission in December 2017
found that 25,000 children in the UK are ‘problem gamblers.’
Many children learn to bet via social media, and video games,
particularly on eSports and through the trading of ‘skins.’
What are skins? Skins are in-game items, such as weapons or
accessories. They have effectively become currency that
players can collect, trade, buy and sell within games. Like chips
in a casino, some websites allow skins to be used to bet
instead of cash. Because players can then convert their
winnings back into cash, betting with skins is basically the
same as using real money, but you don’t have to prove
you are 18 to use them.
Questions to ask your children
Do they gamble? Under-18s aren’t generally allowed to gamble
(with some exceptions, including buying National Lottery
tickets) but the rise of online gambling via websites and apps
has made it easier for young people to do so. Your child may
worry they’ll be in trouble if they admit to gambling – make it
clear you’re asking, not accusing.
If yes, what do they like about it? Many people can gamble
responsibly without developing a problem. Learning the
strategy of a game or figuring out the best team to place a bet
on can be fun. But if your child mentions seeking the ‘rush’
that comes with placing a bet, it could be a warning sign that
they are at risk of future problems or are trying to deal with
some other problem by blocking it out with the excitement of
gambling.
Whose money are they using? When young people gamble,
often it’s with someone else’s money (possibly yours!) You
need to be aware that if you allow them to do this, you may be
helping them to commit a crime (and be liable yourself).
FAQs
Who is likely to develop a gambling problem? Anyone can
develop a gambling problem. Two factors that seem to put
young people at risk of developing a problem are a history of
gambling in their family and the age they started gambling
themselves. The earlier people start, the more likely they are
to experience gambling-related problems later on.
Should I be worried about gambling on social networking sites
and in free play? Social gambling games can teach you how to
play games like poker but it’s really important that players
understand that the odds offered are often not the same as

those of real gambling games; they’re usually at least a little
better. This means that you may be more likely to win on
social gambling games, but could lose much more frequently in
real gambling games. There is no clear research yet into
whether this activity is a gateway to gambling for money.
Is gambling an addiction like drugs? Being addicted to
gambling can seriously damage your physical and mental
health. Gamblers with a problem can miss out on exercise and
suffer from stress; they sometimes eat a lot while gambling. A
gambling problem can result in the loss of social relationships,
poor outcomes at school and, in severe cases, people commit
crimes in order to fuel the addiction.

Gambling is often called the hidden addiction: it can cause
people to think, feel and act differently although it has few of
the more obvious warning signs that come with alcohol and
drug abuse. A problem gambler might suffer from depression
and anxiety, be unable to account for money they’ve spent, lie
about their whereabouts, and spend less time with friends and
family.
What are the warning signs?
Significant interest in gambling and gambling-related activities.
Problems in school, such as a loss of interest or unexplained
absences.

Changes in personality or behaviour.

Changes in relationships (new friends and
acquaintances whilst ignoring old friends.)

Changes in mood.

Explosive bouts of anger.

Displays of anxiety and stress.

Spending more time and/or money gambling than
intended.

Wanting to stop gambling or betting but thinking it’s
too hard.

Telling lies about winnings.

Having arguments with family or friends.

Returning to win back money or possessions that have
been lost.

Regularly missing or being late for school or work.

Borrowing money and not being able to pay it back.
Further reading
Parent Zone has a dedicated Gambling Hub with more
information on topics like underage gambling, skins and
lootboxes.

The Doreen Blake
Learning Resource Centre
Opening Times
Before School: 8.20am – 8.45am
Break Time: 10.45am – 11.00am
The Learning Resource Centre is open every day for pupils to do homework and research,
use the computers, print out work, borrow library books or simply sit and read. A team of
Pupil Library Assistants help to run the LRC on a daily basis.

Books
The LRC is well-stocked with a wide variety of fiction and non-fiction
books suitable for all ages. Students can borrow up to two books at a
time for a period of two weeks and can renew them if they need
more time. If books become overdue, a reminder will be sent out to
students until the book is returned. If a book is lost or damaged,
students will be asked to replace or pay for the book.

Magazines
We subscribe to several magazines which students can read in the LRC.

Stationery
A small range of stationery items can be purchased in the LRC. These include
calculators, maths equipment and a variety of pens and pencils.

Homework Club
Homework Club takes place every Monday to Thursday from 3pm –
4pm in the Learning Resource Centre. Students from all year groups
are welcome to come along and do their homework or revision in a
quiet and relaxed environment. Mrs Barker is on hand to provide
help and support with homework.

Homework
Club

Accessit Library
Take a look at our new library management system. Find out more in the next edition of
The Elton Times. https://uk.accessit.online/thl02/#!dashboard

If you have any questions, please contact Mrs Barker, Learning Resource Centre Manager.

Staff Summer Reading
Challenge 2019
At the end of July, staff were challenged to read a book during the summer holidays that had been
recommended to them by students. Twenty-two staff took up the challenge and read a variety of books
ranging from comedy to young adult fiction. The aim of the challenge was to give staff a taste of the
books that students in the school are currently reading. Modern children’s fiction covers a range of
genres and many books deal with issues that young people are having to face on a daily basis. Staff were
asked to write a review of their book and these reviews will be displayed in the LRC for students to read.
Thanks to all the staff who took part.
Here are a few of the comments:

“A truly
inspiring story!”

“The characters are
laced with realism
making them relatable
to the reader.”

“It is a great page-turner
that I couldn’t put down.

“If you love to be
gripped by what you
read, then this is the
book for you!”

“This is a really interesting
book that made me really
glad I’m not a teenager!”

“What an
amazing
story!”

“Deals with some very
difficult themes and ideas
in a way that is enjoyable
to read.”

“This book is an amazing
escape into a world of
plausible possibilities.”

“It was gripping and
action-packed.”

The next edition of the Elton Times will be emailed on

Tuesday 1 October 2019

