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Rags to Riches 
Students showed their customary generosity 

at the end of term by contributing a 
mountain of old uniform to help raise £246! 

Senior Prefect Roles 
Che Tligui and Anastasia Anastassiou were 
appointed Head Boy and Head Girl, with a team 
of Deputy Head Boy and Girls also put in place.  

Maths Puzzle of the Week! 
Can you solve the total number of toes in the bus? 
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All of the students have returned to school in a very 
positive manner and the new uniform looks fantastic, 
clearly providing a visual reinforcement of our standing 
as a top quality school. Indeed, we have received 
numerous messages from visitors to the school and 
from the general public about the uniform, all speaking 
in glowing terms about the appearance of our students. 
Some samples are shown below; 

 
"Just seen your pupils walking on the way into 

school. Can I say how nice the uniform is! They all 
look so smart and the colours are lovely."  

 
“Some of our ex (primary school) pupils have 
visited us and I see many of your students at the 
bus stops. I think it looks incredibly smart and 
trendy!” 
 

“I have been at two different crossing points last 
week when pupils from Elton High have crossed at 

both points. I witnessed the pupils being well 
behaved and polite towards the patrol. A credit to 

the school” 

 
We particularly appreciate the support provided by  
parents and carers in making sure that they all started 
the new term so smart and well equipped, though do 
apologise for the frustration encountered by a small 
number who are still waiting for the blazers to be 
delivered to one of our suppliers, Top Form in The 
Rock.  
 
Unfortunately that supplier failed to order enough 
blazers and we have been as frustrated as yourselves 
about the situation, which will hopefully be addressed in 
the next couple of weeks. In the meantime we look 
forward to the students building upon this excellent 
start, wearing the uniform with pride to the envy of 
others across the Bury area.  

 
The summer break also saw the annual release of 
GCSE results and our former Year 11 students have 
again achieved a very strong set of outcomes which 
are significantly above local and national averages. Our 
highest   number of students ever (53%) attained the 
key measure of Grade 5+ in English and Maths, placing 
us at the top of the local authority, while we are 
confident that our 'Progress' measures will also put us 

in a positive position, proving that students who come to 
Elton make significant gains when measured against 
their standard targets and against other students 
nationally. It is worth highlighting the particular 
achievements of one student, Heidi Drinnan, who 
managed to gain a full set of Grade 9 scores, placing 
her in the top 0.1% of students in the country with only 
720 other students nationally managing to equal that 
achievement. Aside from the academic excellence, the 
most satisfying elements of working with that year group 
were the manners, polite nature and tolerance that they    
demonstrated on a daily basis. They were an excellent 
set of students and were a credit to their parents and we 
look forward to keeping in touch as they go on to 
college, university, or whatever path they have chosen.  
 
Our new Year 11 students have big footsteps to follow 
but we know that they can meet the challenges that lie 
ahead. The attendance at last week's GCSE Information 
Evening was excellent and a wide range of interventions 
and    strategies are now being set up for many students 
in the year group. If they embrace all the support that is 
being provided and work closely with ourselves, then 
they have every reason to look forward to this final year 
with confidence.  
 
This issue of the newsletter provides a useful snapshot 
of the events and activities that have taken place since 
we returned to school. Further to this, the first big 
celebration event of the year, Attendance Awards, takes 
place on Wednesday 26th September at 6pm and we 
look forward to seeing many parents and students at 
that evening. Further down the line we have our Open 
Days and Evening (October 3rd and 4th) and we know 
that so many of our students will be involved in 
promoting our school and anticipate huge numbers 
again for those events.  
 
Further updates will be given in the next newsletter and 
thanks again for your support in ensuring that the new 
term has started so positively. As ever, if you have any 
questions or queries about our school's work then 
please email me directly 
at  wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

 
Jonathan Wilton 
Headteacher  

 

 

We have been back at school for two weeks now and the summer holidays 
already seem a distant memory, but I hope that you all managed to have a good 
break with your families and the students had an opportunity to recharge their 
batteries.  
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 We have over 120 prefects in our new 
Year 11 cohort and they all attended 
training on the first day of term. From 
within that cohort we appointed over 
thirty senior prefects and were delighted 
to announce the final roles of Head Boy/
Girl last week. 

 

Che Tligui and Anastasia Anastassiou 
were appointed Head Boy and Head Girl, 
with a team of Deputy Head Boy and 
Girls also put in place.  

 

Congratulations to all these students. 
They demonstrate an outstanding 
attitude towards learning and are superb 
role models for our younger students. 

Picture: Che Tligui and Anastasia Surrounded by 

Deputy Head Boys and Girls.  

Year 7 students sorted through hundreds of old uniform items to check 

they were suitable for re-use 

ELTON students showed their customary 

generosity at the end of last term – by 

contributing a mountain of old uniform to help 

raise funds. 

In total, enough clothing was collected to fill 300 

carrier bags and raised £246 for school  

equipment, which will be chosen by the school 

council later this year. 

Thanks go to all pupils, parents and staff who 

contributed, and to Cash for Clothes in Bury who 

supported the collection. 

Rags to Riches 

Senior Prefect Roles 



 

 

Student Achievement 
September Update Congratulations to the following students who 

have currently earned the most Achievement 
Points in their Year groups.    

Forename Surname Reg 
Total Achievement 

Points 

Khadijah Kamal 7L 23 

Ellie Armstead 8H 20 

Hayden Tucker 9B 18 

Rodney Ndukongo 10L 18 

Athena Gregoriou 11S 40 

Jennifer Wylie 11E 40 

Students can be 
awarded points for 

many 
accomplishments, 
including random 
acts of kindness, 
excellent effort in 

class and excellent 
homework.  

The following students have been awarded Pupil of the Week certificates this week during 
our achievement assemblies:  

Olivia Gray Year  7 

Megan Howarth Year  7 

Alex Pheasey Year  7 

Evie Nield Year  8 

Keira Scholes Year  8 

Macy Wilkinson Year  8 

Georgia Pritchard Year 11 

Amber Reynolds Year 11 

As already stated we are extremely pleased with the overall design and     

appearance of our new school uniform. However concerns have been 

raised by parents and staff about the length of some skirts. It has been 

noted that some students have had the skirts professionally shortened 

and other students are rolling up their skirts.  

The length of the skirts needs to be reasonable and modest in the school’s 

working environment. We consider that 10 centimetres above the knee is    

acceptable and would ask parents to check your child’s skirt to ensure 

that it complies with this measurement. 

It is our intention to carry out checks on all skirts during Thursday and 

Friday September 19/20th September. 

New School Skirts 



 

 



 

 

We have been contacted by the Local Authority about an instagram 
account named, i_know_you_Radcliffe_2 

 
It would appear that young people are sending their names to the account holder and then the account 
holder responds with information including the street the child lives on, the school they attend, the friends 
they have in school and on their street, names of siblings, relationships etc.  

Initially none of the accounts were set to private, so anyone could see all this personal information, 
making the young person very vulnerable to any predators who may be accessing this site for the wrong 
reasons.  

The profile of the administrator and some of the “friends” they are following  are very suspect and 
suggestive of “friends” you would not want a child to be accessing.  

The account has now been changed to PRIVATE so you will not be able to readily see whether your child is 
following this account. 

However on further investigation it appears that there are a number of linked groups with similar names 
e.g. I know you Radcliffe and I know you Radcliffe 01.  

The message to parents is simple:- 

Please check the security settings on your child’s accounts.  

If you haven’t already checked the details that we keep on 
yourself and your child/children, please could you follow 
the instructions of how to sign up to the SIMS Parent app 
(found here). You will have also received an email from 
SIMS, with instructions of how to sign up to their app and/
or web portal that links directly to the school information 
management system. 

Having current medical information is essential for us to 
safeguard your child. Having current contact information is 
likewise essential in times of an emergency or where a 
school wide message requires your attention.  

Parent Information 

Safeguarding Concern 

Student Personal 

and Medical Details 
Please could you also review the parental consents section 
to ensure that your child/children have the best possible 
experience at Elton. 

To learn more about the General Data Protection Regulation, 
please visit the Information Commissioner’s Office website 
on http://ico.org.uk.  

Many thanks for your support with this. Please contact me 
(Mr Thompson – Data Protection Officer -                                        
thompsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk) if any further 
information is required. 

https://www.eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk/school-information/data-protection-and-privacy-notice/instructions-for-setting-up-sims-parent-app
http://ico.org.uk
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Our attendance target for 2018-2019 is 96% and we want all students to aim for this as a minimum expectation.  

If your child is absent 

Please contact the School Office (0161 763 1434) on the first day of absence and provide daily updates if your child 
is not well enough to return to school. 

If your child is refusing to attend school 

Please contact the School Office (0161 763 1434) and ask for our Attendance Officer (Donna Alderson) who will be 
able to offer practical support to parents and students. 

Punctuality really matters 

Please note that lessons being at 8.45am every day and therefore students 

need to arrive in school before 8.40am to make sure that they are not 

missing valuable teaching. 

Students who are late for school will have a 15 

minute break detention. 

CELEBRATING EXCELLENT ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY 

There will be monthly awards for individuals who achieve 100% attendance and/or 100% punctuality.  

We will also be looking to reward form groups monthly if they achieve an average of at least 96% attendance 

and/or 100% punctuality. 

Approximately 450 students from Years 8 – 11 students will be receiving rewards and attendance badges for 

outstanding attendance during 2017/2018 in our special celebration event on September 26th.  

Attendance Information 
Holidays During Term Time 

We would like to take this opportunity 
to remind parents that we are unable 
to authorise holidays during term time 
unless they are exceptional 
circumstances as described in Local 
Authority guidance to schools.  

We accept that it is much cheaper to 
take holidays during term time, but 
would ask you to consider the impact 
that absences can have on a young 
person's education.  

There is national research which clearly 
shows that absence from school 
impacts on GCSE performance and 
outcomes. 

Therefore we would kindly ask parents 
to refrain from taking time off during 
term time and plan holidays to take 
place during the school holidays. 

Attendance & Punctuality Update 



 

 

The first dose of these vaccinations which are designed to 
protect girls from cervical  cancer are scheduled to take 
place on Tuesday 16th October.  
If any students have not yet returned the consent form to 
the school, can they please do so as soon as possible. The 
Immunisation team cannot proceed without your consent. 
Please contact the school if you would like a consent form.  

Bethany Straccia  

Later this month The Elton Blog will be going live with it's very first 
blog post. In order to keep the content exciting and relevant I need 
a team of bloggers!   
As an Elton Blogger you'll get the chance to write about topics you 
believe are important to young people today. The club will meet 
once or twice a month after school to discuss and generate ideas for 
blog posts as well a discussing how to create quality content.  
If you want to get involved, show your interest by emailing me 
at hughesc@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk with a topic you would want to 
blog about along with your full name and form. This is open to all 
year groups and I am excited to see who wants to get involved.  
Miss C Hughes 

Many of you will be aware that the emotional 
wellbeing of young people is a key national focus and 
support for positive mental health amongst children 
and adults is of paramount importance. As a school 
we are committed to working towards the Wellbeing 
Award during 2018-2019.  

In order to achieve this award we will be completing 
some self-evaluation activities where staff, students 
and      parents can contribute by completing an online 
questionnaire which will help us to identify or 
strengths and areas for improvement.  

In a future newsletter we will provide an update and 
information about how you as parents can get 
involved in supporting us to gain the Wellbeing Award. 

General Information 

Year 8 HPV 

Injections 

Wellbeing Award 

mailto:hughesc@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

The Art Department would like to celebrate the hard work and superb 
achievements from all Year 11 students’ last year.  

We are delighted with the results and would like to share some of the amazing 
work produced. 

 

 

Jessica Massey  

Amanda Collins   

 

Reece Challinor  

Lydia Spike  

The Art Department would like to congratulate Mr Thomas on his own 
exhibition of work. As part of the Royal  Academy 250 celebrations, 
Salford Museum & Art Gallery launched an exciting opportunity open 
to all artists living, working, studying or born in Salford to show their 
work.  
The resulting exhibition is being shown at the Salford Summer Show. 
His work is a mixed media (print, acrylic, collage) piece and is available 
to view at the gallery.  
The gallery is also hosting a special Royal Academy Takeover 
exhibition, celebrating 250 years of the Royal Academy in London. 
Salford Museum & Art Gallery have selected a range of work to 
display by artists including LS Lowry, David Hockney and Elizabeth 
Frink. 

Art Department Information 

GCSE Art 



 

 

Music Department 

  Information 

If any students would like to learn to play a musical instrument, 

speak to Mrs Stopford or Mr Woolliscoft. We have lessons 

available for all instruments including singing, drums, guitar, 

string, woodwind, brass  instruments and keyboard. 

Year 7 Music Workshop

A number of Year 7 pupils tried out different instruments so that they could choose one to learn to play 
over the next year. Bury Music Service instrumental teachers ran the workshop and were amazed by the 
enthusiasm and impeccable behaviour of our students.  

Any pupils who did not attend the workshop can still pick up a leaflet or speak to Mrs 

Stopford or Mr Wooliscroft if they would like to take up an instrument. 

  

Music—Extra Curricular

All music extract curricular activities begin this week. Please come along and try one of our many clubs to 
see if there is one you would like to join.     

Achievement Points will be given on a regular basis for good attendance. Rewards will be given throughout 
the year for any club performances.          

Lunch passes are available for all music clubs in order for you to jump the queue.   

 Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1.10pm  Keyboard Garage Band Samba GCSE Comp 

1.10pm  Ukulele   GCSE Comp  

3pm Choir 

 Guitar Club  

  GCSE Comp GCSE Comp 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Last month, the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) published figures which showed that among 

learners aged 17 and older, the proportion of students obtaining a grade 4 in Maths has fallen. The 

drop is quite startling, as the following statistics show. 

 

Of the 161,139 entries this summer for students aged 17-plus taking GCSE maths, only 22.7 per 

cent achieved a grade 4 or higher – down 14.3 percentage points compared with 2017.  In short, 

more than 3 out of 4 failed to secure a grade 4 in resits, deemed to be a basic pass at GCSE. 

 

For students gaining a Grade 3 or below in English or Maths, the government has made it 

compulsory to continue to study those subjects post-16 and retake the GCSEs again at college.  

So why is the government’s policy clearly not having the intended impact? 

 

 



 

 

 

Since the introduction of this policy, post-16 colleges have had to provide for the high numbers of 

students arriving without a basic pass in English and/or Maths.  Against a general backdrop of budget 

cuts nationally in education, colleges have been under financial strain to fund the teaching and re-

examination of these resit students. Compared to Year 11, there are less hours dedicated to GCSE 

tuition, and the additional support which schools provide in the lead up to GCSEs after-school sessions, 

additional lessons in core time) cannot practicably be   replicated by colleges. 

The challenge to motivate a group of students, who have all shared a recent  experience of failing to 

get a pass in maths should not be underestimated either. Students at college are there primarily to 

study what their chosen course. A recent BBC report revealed that there is a perception among post-16 

students that GCSE resits are “an unwelcome distraction” Click here to read 

What is the takeaway for schools and students from this current unhappy situation with resits? 

Without doubt, the best prospect for students obtaining Maths and English GCSEs is in Year 11.  

Rather than improving on their GCSE grade, a high proportion of resit students actually get a lower 

grade second time around. We need to be realistic about these outcomes and ensure that students 

are motivated to realise their full potential while at Elton. The statistics show that colleges cannot 

guarantee students get a pass second or third time around. 

Maths Puzzle of the Week! 

Email your answer to: 

matherj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

Remember you can win a £5 Trafford Centre 

Voucher for the correct answer!  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-39142646
mailto:matherj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

Opening Times 

Before School:  8.20am – 8.45am 

Break Time: 10.45am – 11.00am 

Lunch Time: 1.00pm – 1.40pm 

The Doreen Blake  

Learning Resource Centre 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Learning Resource Centre is open every day for pupils to do homework and research, 

use the computers, print out work, borrow library books or simply sit and read. A team of 

Pupil Library Assistants help to run the LRC on a daily basis.  

Books 

The LRC is well-stocked with a wide variety of 

fiction and non-fiction books suitable for all ages. 

Students can borrow up to two books at a time for 

a period of two weeks and can renew them if they 

need more time. If books become overdue, a 

reminder will be sent out to students until the book 

is returned. If a book is lost or damaged, students 

will be asked to replace or pay for the book.  

 

 

 

 

Magazines 

We subscribe to three magazines which students can read in the LRC. 

The Week Junior How It Works  BBC Wildlife  



 

 

 

Stationery 

A small range of stationery items can be purchased in the LRC. These include 

calculators, maths equipment and a variety of pens and pencils.  

Homework Club 

Homework Club takes place every Monday to Thursday from 3pm – 4pm in the Learning Resource Centre. 

Students from all year groups are welcome to come along and do their homework or revision in a quiet and 

relaxed  environment. Mrs Barker is on hand to provide help and support with homework.  

If you have any questions, please contact  
Mrs Barker, Learning Resource Centre Manager 

Next edition of The Elton Times will be 

emailed on Tuesday 2nd October 2018 

(If any primary school parents would like to receive a digital copy of the 

Elton Times please contact j.filkins@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk) 
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