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Children and Families Act 2014 – SEN Information Report 
 
The Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice (June 2014, updated May 2015) places a duty on local authorities to publish a 
Local Offer, setting out in one place information about provision available across education, health and social care for children and young 
people who have SEN or who are disabled. This document has been taken from Bury Council, Children Services framework and sets out the 
Local Offer at The Elton High School. 
 
1. What kind of special educational needs (SEN) is provision made for at the school? 
All children in school receive quality first teaching; this means that a range of teaching and learning styles and appropriate learning 
objectives are set for all children with a curriculum matched to their needs. Some children may present with difficulties in accessing 
learning, and may need provision that is additional to and different from the whole class differentiated teaching approach, in order for 
them to access the learning and make progress. This may mean they have a Special Educational Need or Disability (SEND) which are 
categorised into four areas according to the ‘Code of Practice’: 

• Communication and interaction 
• Cognition and learning 
• Social, Emotional and Mental Health 
• Sensory and/or physical needs 

 
 
2. How does the school know if a child or young person has SEN?  
Pupils are identified as having a SEN initially through liaison with feeder primary schools. The SENDCo also attends transitional reviews, 
and where appropriate, will meet prospective students’ families. 

 
Students at Elton at may be identified as having SEN in a number of ways: 

 
• Data is collected from KS2 results 
• All pupils in year 7 are tested to determine their reading and spelling age using GL assessment online NGRT and an in house 

spelling test. 
• Older pupils transferring schools will also be tested to determine their reading and spelling age. 
• Departmental baseline tests 
• WRAT scores 
• Edinburgh Reading Test scores 
• Access Reading Test scores 
• MALT scores 
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• Liaison with families, staff and outside agencies 
• On-going assessment throughout the students’ time at Elton High School, using grade card data. 
• Observations in lessons 
• Liaison with staff e.g. Behaviour Mentors, Learning Co-ordinators, Form Tutors, Teaching Assistants 
• Annual review meetings 
• Social Services/CYPiC (Looked after) team/TAF meetings 
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3. What provision will be made for pupils with SEN? 
The Elton High School has a child centred inclusive approach to education. The school is committed to ensuring all students receive a high 
quality education and realise their academic potential regardless of any challenges they may face. Students with SEN(D) are educated in 
the class room as part of this inclusive strategy, but will receive intervention and support on a personalised and individual level.  
 
• EHCP students receive the necessary support as recommended in their plan. They have a personalised support programme with focus on 
their specific needs. This can be through in class support from a teaching assistant, one to one with a specialist teacher, SPLD specialist 
teaching, group reading intervention with a HLTA, peer reading, homework club, social skills training, counselling, mentoring and referral to 
outside agencies. EHCP students receive the support set out in their plan, many receive more than this. 
 
• All students in year 7 are tested on entry to determine their reading and spelling age. Results from these tests, along with Key Stage 2 
data and information from the primary school, are used to identify where support is necessary. The same support programmes are used for 
students with an EHCP which are offered on a personalised need level.  If a need is identified, the student will then be added to the SEN list 
at SEN Support. The SEND department uses a graduated approach to support, which happens through a four stage process of assess, plan, 
do, review (APDR). It draws on more detailed approaches, more frequent review and more specialist expertise in successive cycles in order 
to match support programmes to the individual student.  
 
• The support programme is overseen by the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Co-ordinator (SENDCo), and is supported at 
leadership level by Assistant Head, Mrs Rooks. Student’s progress, behaviour and attainment are regularly monitored by Heads of 
Departments and Learning Co-ordinators using Grade Card data. Referrals are made to the SENDCo by staff, parents and outside agencies. 
The SENDCo also has a wide range of assessment to monitor progress: WRAT 4, MALT Test, NGRT, Access Reading test, an in-house spelling 
test and Edinburgh Reading test. Students with an EHCP have a formal annual review during the school year. Support allocation is provision 
mapped to identify any gaps in need. 
 
• The department has a supervised resource base which has a nurturing environment.  Vulnerable students can access this room at break 
and lunch, taking part in social activities. Interventions and mentoring take place before school, during the day and after school. 
 
• From year 9 onwards, all SEN students all receive support with option choices, careers guidance, further education and employment or 
training from the Connexions service.  
 
• Every young person has an important role to play in the school community and staff work to remove any barriers that may stop them 
fulfilling their potential. Students are set according to ability in English, Maths and Science. Pupils are banded in years 7 – 9 for other 
subjects; this allows support to be placed with students who will need it. All staff are made aware of which students are on the SEN list and 
also provided with information about each students’ individual need. Some students also complete a person centred pupil profile which is 
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4. The name and contact details of the SEN Co-ordinator (SENCo) 

 Mrs Claire Rafferty (Temporary SENDCo) raffertyc@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 
 Mrs Donna Rooks (Assistant Headteacher) rooksd@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 
 

 
 
5. How is expertise and training of staff secured for those who work with children and young people with special educational 
needs? 
• Our staffing structure includes SENDCo, 2 HLTA posts and 8 Learning Support Assistants at level 3.  
• The school is part of the Bury Secondary Learning Collaborative. The SENDCo attends meetings with other SENDCos in the authority six 

times a year. This ensures they are aware of any local and national updates and also provides opportunity for sharing of good practice. 
There is a collaborative training day that takes place each year that the SENDCO and some teaching assistants attend. 

• The school has access to SEN training delivered by Bury Additional Needs Team (ANT). 
• Internal training is delivered by the SENDCo. The training needs of staff are identified by the Assistant Head, Robert Moxam. Who then 

liaises with the SENDCo to plan staff training for the year. Recent training sessions have been about Autistic Spectrum Conditions, The 
new Code SEN of Practice and Quality First Teaching. 

• The department has regular contact with the Visual Impairment (VI) team, Hearing Impairment (HI) team and  ANT who can offer advice 
about supporting pupils as required. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

passed to all staff and provides detailed information about their difficulties and strategies the teacher can use to support them to make 
progress.  Subject teachers use this information to differentiate work according to individual students’ need. 
 
• There is a comprehensive Student Support system in place at Elton High School. Students are placed into forms and have a form tutor 
who is responsible for day to day pastoral care. Each year group is overseen by a Learning Co-ordinator and linked to the Student Support 
Manager (Miss Alexander) and Assistant Head (Miss Helme). The Student Support team use a structured cycle of support system of APDR 
to provide a graduated response to support students with Social Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH). They work closely with the local 
authority bodies who can offer advice or work with a student. There is also a rewards and sanctions system that sets out how students 
should behave in school.  
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6. Information about how equipment and facilities will be secured 
•  The Elton High School has excellent safeguarding procedures embedded to ensure that all students, staff and visitors have a safe 

environment.  
• In September 2016,  the school moved into a new building which is accessible for wheelchair uses. There a number of disabled toilets, 

wet room with hoist and lift for access to all floors of the building. 
• The school has all classrooms fitted with projectors and interactive whiteboards.  
• Laptops, ipads and alphasmarts are available for students with SEN as appropriate. Coloured overlays and exercise books are provided 

to support pupils with irlen syndrome and visual stress 
 

 
7. Arrangements for consulting parents of children with special educational needs about, and involving such parents in, the 
education of their child. 
• Parents are informed of any support that is provided for their child, and are given feedback on the progress that their child is making 

three times over the year through the grade card system. 
• Parents are given the opportunity to meet with staff and discuss the progress and attainment their child is making at parents’ evening. 
• The SENDCo is also available at parents’ evenings. 
• Parents are able to make appointments with staff at other times in the school year as appropriate. 
• Pupils with an EHCP meet with the SENDCo at a formal annual review.  
• Parents are free to make appointments with the class teacher, student support staff or SENDCo if they have a concern about their child. 

 
8. Arrangements for consulting young people about, and involving them in, their education 
• Students’ views are sought though the student council and through student voice, enabling feedback on the effectiveness of support 

provided. 
• Students are also able to provide feedback at parents’ meetings and annual reviews  
• Many students have a key worker or mentor allocated to them who is another point of contact for them to voice any concerns they have. 
 

 
9. Arrangements made by the Governing Body in relation to complaints from parents of pupils with special educational needs 
concerning the provision made at the school 

• The school’s complaints procedure is published on the schools website   
 
 
10. How the Governing Body involves other bodies, including health and social services, local authority support services, and 
voluntary organisations, in meeting the needs of pupils with special educational needs and in supporting families of such 
pupils 

• There is a link SEND governor who has oversight of the procedures in the school. 
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•   School has access to a range of services. These include the school nurse, speech therapy, visual impairment service, hearing impaired 
service, social care and HYMs. 

 
11. Contact details of support services for parents of pupils with special educational needs, including those for arrangements 
made in accordance with Section 32 (mediation) 

• This information will be set out in the local authority’s Local Offer 
 
12. Transition 
The Elton High School has an extensive transition programme in place both for students joining the school, and those moving on to further 
education. Once a student has been accepted on roll the transition process begins and can include the following: 

• A member of staff will visit all primary schools. 
• Data and information is collected about assessment, progress, attendance, friendship groups, behaviour and other learning needs. 
• The SENDCo attends the annual review of any child with a statement or EHCP. 
• Transition days are arranged so pupils can meet other members of their form, form tutor and experience a day in school. 
• An extra transition day is also arranged for students that have been highlighted as vulnerable, have additional needs or have an 

EHCP. 
• Further visits to school can be arranged on an individual basis, as required. 
• Students are welcome to attend Summer School activities which take place in the Summer Holidays. 

 
For those pupils in KS4 with SEND preparation for Post 16 may involve the following: 

• Year 10 taster days at college. 
• PHSE student development days include mock interviews, college applications, CV writing. 
• Careers interviews with a personal advisor. 
• Annual review meetings. 
• Transition visits to college. 
• SENDCo liaison with the college. 

 
13. Information on where the local authority’s local offer is published. 

 
https://www.theburydirectory.co.uk/kb5/bury/directory/localoffer.page 
 

 


