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This is the final newsletter of this half term and I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank parents/
carers for your continuing support, particularly with 
the disruption caused by the snow closure in recent 
weeks. As stated elsewhere in this issue, school 
closure is not taken lightly and we do realise that it 
can cause great inconvenience to so many families. 
However, when we anticipate difficulties in safely 
staffing the school and also concerns about transport 
to and from school, then difficult decisions such as 
this are sometimes taken. We do hope that the worst 
weather is now behind us and will strive to avoid any 
further closures over the final weeks of winter.  
One of the biggest changes to the day to day process 
of working in schools has been the ever increasing 
influence of mobile phones and social media - 
Facebook, Instagram, SnapChat, and so on.  There has 
been a great deal of publicity in recent months about 
the actions taken by the French Government to deal 
with the problems of mobile phones in schools. 
President Emmanuel Macron had promised in his 
election campaign that he would outlaw children's 
phones in all nurseries and schools, up to the age of 
15. Last June a law was then passed in France to ban 
mobile phones being used by children anywhere on 
the school premises during the school day, with 
President Macron saying that children now had a legal 
"right to disconnect" from digital pressures during 
their school day.  
The movement against phones in France has been 
mirrored in this country in a report by the Children's 
Commissioner that says many children are not ready 
for the emotional challenges of social media when 
they move to high school in Year 7. The report says 
that children feel under pressure to remain constantly 
connected, often at the expense of other activities, 
while many worry about their online image and some 
are almost addicted to how many "likes" they are 
getting on social media. The commissioner notes that 
we are at risk of children "growing up chasing 'likes' to 
keep them happy, worried about their appearance 
and image as a result of the unrealistic lifestyles they 
follow on Instagram and Snapchat."  
These warnings have also been outlined by famous 
individuals who themselves have had key roles in the 
growth of technology and social media. The head of 
Apple, Tim Cook, has said that "I don't have a kid but I 

have a nephew that I put some boundaries on. There 
are some things that I won't allow - I don't want 
children in my family on a social network." His 
comments were followed up by Sean Parker, the 
founder of Napster, who said of Facebook - "God 
knows what it is doing to our children's brains." 
While all of the comments and information raises 
some interesting questions about the role of parents 
and of schools in managing the dangers and 
opportunities of new technologies, we try to follow a 
simple, logical system at Elton so that mobile phones 
do not negatively affect our daily routines or learning. 
As you should be aware, our policy is very clear about 
mobile phones - we ask that they are turned off 
during school hours and if they are seen being used 
then they are confiscated and returned the following 
day. It is a policy that works effectively and ensures 
that there is minimal disruption or fuss caused by 
mobile phones. All parents are told of this policy from 
the first Transition Evening in Year 6, and it is a 
message that is reiterated on a regular basis and that 
has the full backing of governors. Our school works 
well because so many parents  are keen to work with 
us and we do appreciate your continued support in 
ensuring that mobile phones do not negatively affect 
the culture of our school.  
As we head into our half term break I would like to 
reiterate our thanks for your ongoing support and 
your help in ensuring that the children have a good 
break and return in preparation for a productive 
Easter term. As ever, if you have any queries or 
questions about any aspect of the school, please 
contact me directly at wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk   

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Many thanks to parents/carers for your support 
during the recent snow closures of the school - 
the early finish on Tuesday 29th January and then 
the full day's closure the following day.  
We are fully aware of the inconvenience that 
such closures do cause and apologise for having 
to make such decisions. However, on the Tuesday 
we were informed that a number of buses would 
be unable to pick up the students and that the 
forecast was for snow to continue into the 
afternoon. On the Wednesday morning there was 
further snow and further disruption to bus 
services, while we would have been unable to 
staff the school effectively with dozens of 
teachers and non teaching staff struggling to 
travel in from their homes across Greater 

Manchester and the wider region.  
We have been informed that there were some 
issues in receiving the text message that was sent 
at 1pm on the Tuesday and we hope that this has 
now been resolved. Again, many thanks to all 
those parents/carers who have proved to be so 
understanding about the recent closures and we 
hope that with temperatures forecast to improve 
(certainly in the short term) we will avoid any 
further closures. 

Snow Closure 



The Science department have been making the 

most of the recent snow fall. We've tested the 

electrical conductivity of snow and looked at the 

energy required to melt snowballs.  

Making the Most of the Snow 

Science Experiments 



On Monday 28th January we were delighted to 
receive the Mayor of Bury, Cllr Jane Black, to Elton 
High. The Mayor spent the morning visiting a number 
of classes across the school and then had tea with 
Senior Prefects who were able to ask a number of 
questions about her role and duties as Bury's Mayor.  
She thoroughly enjoyed her visit to the school and 
sent this message following the conclusion of her visit: 
“I was very pleased to visit Elton High School on 
Monday and would like to thank you for the warm 
welcome I received.  I really enjoyed my visit and was 

glad to be able to see the pupils at work in classes.  I 
also enjoyed the meeting with your prefect group and 
hope I answered all their questions!  Do consider 
arranging a visit to the Council Chamber so that pupils 
can practice their speaking skills, as discussed, either 
with me or with next year’s Mayor.  Thank you for 
inviting me to join you; I was delighted to be able to do 
so.” 

Cllr Jane Black, Mayor of Bury,  

Visits Lessons 



We are happy to announce that our Art to Heart 
sessions have started again.  Art to Heart began 
over 10 years ago as a community charity taking 
our students out to work with the elderly in local 
care homes providing therapeutic art sessions 
and bridging the gap between the old and young.  
Miss Perry, our new Community Manager has 
started taking out Year 7 students twice a week 

Community Art to Heart 

into the community. She has been particularly 
focused on developing their communication skills 
and confidence. They have been excellent 
ambassadors for the school.  Well done to the 
students who have taken part so far!  Year 7 
pupils are still able to sign up for the scheme, so 
please collect a letter from Miss Perry in the Art 
to Heart Office.  



Making HegartyMaths Work For Your Child 
There have been several mentions of HegartyMaths in the last few editions of the Elton Times.  Moving to this 
platform is certainly a step forward for the school, and if used effectively will raise outcomes, as it has in schools 
up and down the country.  All students have now been informed what the new homework requirements are using 
HegartyMaths: 

Students login to HegartyMaths and watch the video tutorial clip, making 
neat notes in their orange HegartyMaths homework book of all the 
examples shown in the clip. 

  
Example below: 

 

  

          
  
  

   
Students complete the online quiz following on from the video tutorial. 
  
      

HegartyMaths will give instant feedback on whether answers given are 
correct or wrong. Students should re-attempt the questions they got 
wrong, watching the video again if necessary. 

  

This combination of writing down the Maths and working online achieves the best results, and this is the standard 
we now expect from students.  
HegartyMaths also provides teachers with a much fuller picture of the work done at home, such as: 
 Time spent watching the video tutorials 
 Time of login (homework should be done at an appropriate hour, not very late at night, for example) 
 Amount of time spent on HegartyMaths 
 Accuracy of work completed 
Students who do not have access to the internet at home are encouraged to use the computers in the LRC.  As 
there are video tutorials, earphones are needed. The LRC now sells some for £1 each. 
Although HegartyMaths is viewable on mobile phones, I would discourage this as the screen size is too small.  
Laptops or tablets are preferable. 
If you have any further questions about HegartyMaths, please email at wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  
Thank you, Mr Wilson 





 

Challenge 1 

 

 

 

Challenge 2. 

 

 

 
Send your answers to Miss Mather at 

matherj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

Mathemagician’s   

Challenge(s!)! 



The Elton Blog is now live! You can find the site 
at: https://elton.home.blog.   
After months of technical issues we have finally 
got everything up and running and our posts are 
now live for everyone to enjoy. The Elton Blog is 
place for pupils to feature exciting content, 
reviews, stories, works of fiction and opinion 
pieces they think matter to young people today. 
The content on the blog is a little different from 
the information you find here in the Elton Times. 
The pieces are all written by pupils and they 
choose what they want to write about. There will 
be reviews, creative writing, opinion pieces, 
advice and much more.  
The club is open to all year groups so if you want 
to get involved, please send an email to Miss 
Hughes - hughesc@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk - with a 
few sentences on a topic that you really want to 

The Elton Blog Is Now Live! 
blog about. This club is a great way to improve 
your writing skills and a fantastic way to share 
what you think is important with your peers.  

Year 7 Bridgewater Hall Trip 

The music department have organised a trip to the Bridgewater Hall 
on Tuesday  5th March 
Students will be learning about the elements of music and be guided 
through the instruments of the orchestra. The orchestra will perform 
music from ‘Return of the Jedi’, ‘Mars’ by Holst and ‘Ride of the 
Valkyries’ by Wagner.  
This a great trip that happens every year for Year 7 students.  
Please make sure reply slips are returned by Friday 15th February.  

https://elton.home.blog
mailto:hughesc@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


In Geography this week……. 

Year 8 

This term the topic that Year 

8 are studying is extreme 

weather. Recently students 

have looked into lightning 

storms and also places which 

experience extreme cold.   

Students have been set a     

research homework to be  

completed. 

Year 10 

This week Year 10 will be starting a new topic where they will be looking at the 

inequality of the supply and demand of resources across the world and the 

impact of this on people and the environment.  

Year 11 

Year 11 will be starting a new topic of Economic Future and will be looking 

specifically at the Ivory Coast and Nigeria, the divisions between different 

coutiries and between the North and South of the UK. 



Year 7 
 

COMING TO AN ASSEMBLY CLOSE TO YOU!!! 

 

The Geography department are running a trip to 

Cadbury’s World to have a tour of the factory and to 

see the surrounding area of Bournville.  

 

This fits in with the topic that they are currently 

studying about the Chocolate Industry. 

Details to follow, including the date, time, cost and   

number of places available. 



Where in the World?? 
Can you guess where in the UK  

Ronny the Rhino is visiting? 

Bring your answers to Mrs Shepherd in Room 21 

and if you are right then you will be given a raf-

fle ticket, end of each term a winning raffle 

ticket will be drawn for a PRIZE!!!! 

Important Notices 

 Year 10 Students will be notified if they are to be completing a re-sit of 

the end of unit assessment after the February Half Term break. 

 Year 11 Intervention has begun and groupings are available on Miss   

Windsor and Mrs. Shepherd’s door. Any clashes with other intervention 

please discuss with Miss Windsor. 



Our year 7&8 netball teams recently went to St 
Gabriel’s to play their scheduled netball fixtures.  We 
had the opportunity to give all the girls the experience 
of playing in different positions across the team and 
the results were very positive! 
Our Year 8s played first and won the game 25-8.  A 
very strong result that left the Year 7s with a difficult 
act to follow! 

However, they also played well and powered to a 6-4 
victory, despite some of the girls representing the 
school for the first time.   
Well done to all players and thanks for Kathryn’s  
grandparent for helping with transport and for all the 
parents who came to watch and support us, it is very 
much appreciated!   
 

Year 7 & 8 Netball Fixtures 

The players’ players were Freya McGinty,  

Izzy Cross and Abi Traynor!   



Year 9 student, Jay Cook, is a multi event 
athlete who regularly competes for Bury 
Athletic Club.  He trains at Sports City in 
Manchester.  Jay competes in Pentathlons , 
Octathlons and Decathlons. 
As part of Octathlons and Decathlons Jay is 
required to Pole Vault. He recently travelled 
to Nevers in France with his training squad, to 
take part in an international Pole Vault 
competition called Top Perche. He finished 
19th in his pool and 1st in his age category 
with a best height of 2m 67cm. 
Jay has also just won silver medal at the 
North of England Championships in Sheffield. 
Jay is currently ranked 7th in the UK for Pole 
Vault in the U15s boys.   
A fantastic series of achievements that are 
testimony to his hard work and training. 

International  

Athletics Competition 



Greater Manchester County Schools FA  

Under 16 Football Team 

We are pleased to announce that Libby Keown, 

Year 10, has been selected to represent the 

Greater Manchester County Schools FA Under 16 

Football Team.   

The players that are selected for the squad have 

come through rigorous trails and have been 

selected not only for their football ability but also 

for reaching the high standards of behaviour and 

attitude towards their coaches, officials and 

opponents.   

Well done!  



Please encourage your child to revise over the next few weeks for the Science Paper 2 
mock exams which are due to take place immediately after half term. Students will need to 
ensure that they are fully prepared and have the relevant equipment for these 
examinations e.g. black pen, pencil, ruler, rubber and calculator. 

Monday February 25th - Biology 

Wednesday February 27th - Chemistry 

Friday March 1st - Physics 

Any students who still need to purchase a revision guide should see the Science staff 
before half term.   

Important Information For 

Parents of Year 11 Students 



Well done to the students from Year 9 who 
represented Elton in the annual Hate Crime day as 
part of Greater Manchester’s Hate Crime Awareness 
week.  The training was led by Greater Manchester 
Police and Bury Council, providing an opportunity for 
the pupils to learn about hate crime and how to 
report it. 
 

Greater Manchester’s  

Hate Crime Awareness Week 

In addition to the Year 9 pupils who attended the 
training session, our current Year 10 ambassadors 
created posters about the six strands of Hate Crime 
which will be displayed in the Millgate Shopping 
Centre to support the campaign against Hate Crime. 



Congratulations to the following students who have earned the most Achievement Points in their Year 
groups over the last month. 

Year Group Forename Surname 
Achievement Points 

Earned 

7 Megan Howarth 38 

8 Katie Rayner 34 

9 Emma Halpin-Foden 24 

9 Timothy Scialpi 24 

9 Hayden Tucker 24 

10 Eleanor Mehers 25 

10 Isabel Whitham 25 

11 Annabelle Gray 16 

11 Max McGinty 16 

Students can be awarded points for many accomplishments including random acts of kindness, excellent 
effort in class and excellent homework. 

The following students have been nominated by their teacher for the Student of the Week 
achievement.  Certificates will be awarded this week during achievement assemblies. 

Student of the Week 

Year 7 Year 9 

Callum Fitton Harry Burston 

Oliver Grannell James Chao 

Lauren Hainsworth Emily Dennis 

Oliver Hart Jacob Doughty 

Oliver Hart Thomas Hartley 

Mohammed Hashmi Heather Lansdale 

Megan Howarth Zain Mirza 

Ashton Jones Dan Palfrey 

Adam O'Donnell Jessica Walker 

Kitty Rayner Ethan Wallace 

Holly Reevell Bailey Withington 

Gerad Roberts Ross Wray 

Gerad Roberts Noah Wright-Veale 

Harris Tootell Year 10 

Harris Tootell Yassal Alyas 

Harris Tootell Jake Eardley 

Lola Williams Kayla Le Roux 

Year 8 Courtney Riley 

Usman Ali Year 11 

Rachael Filkins Dorra Bayfield 

Katie Rayner Brandon Booth 

Usmaan Saddique Lauren Dewhurst 

Bradley Sullivan Robert Dougherty 

    Emily Greally 

    Cameron MacGregor 

   Sean Mortimer-Briggs 

      

        

Student Achievement 





 £   50,000    TARGET!  
 £   47,500       

 £   45,000       

 £   42,500       

 £   40,000       

 £   37,500       

 £   35,000       

 £   32,500       

 £   30,000       

 £   27,500       

 £   25,000       

 £   22,500       

 £   20,000       

 £   17,500       

 £   15,000       

 £   12,500       

 £   10,000       

 £      7,500       

 £      5,000       

 £      2,500    Christmas Fair Raised£2,489 

 £             -         

Every Pound Counts   

3G All-Weather Pitch  

£50,000 Fundraising Target 
We now have a fundraising strategy in place to enable us to raise £50,000 towards our new 
3G all-weather pitch.  Many ideas are being put in place in the coming months including 
sponsored activities and events, weekly tuk-shop, Summer Fair, as well as applying for 
numerous small grants.  Our first events include:- 
 Asda Foundation Green Token Giving is currently running at the Asda Radcliffe store—

please support when you visit by voting with the tokens available.   
 Lunchtime Tuck Shop will take place every Friday starting 1st March 2019.  (Student 

volunteers needed to run the tuck shop!). 
 Bag packing at Tesco Superstore Bury on Saturday 2nd and 30th March 2019 (student 

volunteers needed!).  Please come and support students in store. 
 Tesco Bags of Help Programme two applications have been submitted and accepted—

details of when voting will be in store via the token voting (Bury and Ramsbottom) will 
be announced when confirmed.  First prize for each store is £4,000, second prize is 
£2,000, third prize is £1,000.   

 
If any parents/carers have experience in fundraising or have any good ideas, please contact 
Mrs Filkins at filkinsJ@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk.   

Elton have also set up a crowdfunding page to enable 
our staff, students, parents, governors, as well as the 
general public / businesses to make donations to our 
cause.   
The project title is ‘Community Impact Project’ and the 
weblink is https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/community-
impact-project. Any donations would be greatly 
appreciated.   

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/community-impact-project?tk=ef82675cab2649349e4716331d37c3d4519ea2eb
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/community-impact-project?tk=ef82675cab2649349e4716331d37c3d4519ea2eb


https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/eltonhs/  

Comic Strip by Thomas Dentith and Charlie Locke, Year 7 

Valentine's Day Offers and Donations 
Raise a donation for Elton when buying Valentine's Day gifts 

If you're buying a Valentine's Day gift online remember to use #easyfundraising 
and raise money for us at the same time! There's loads of retailers you probably 
might not realise are on there such as Moonpig, Hotel Chocolat, Thorntons, 
Interflora, Pandora & tons more. There's also some great voucher codes so you 
could save money as well.  Visit: http://efraising.org/ty6NgCnuib 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/eltonhs/
http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h1c7f700c,55422632,55531d88&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=engagement-2019&utm_content=cause_engagement_engaged_raised_retail_20190207&origin=CER22






Walshaw Sports Club U13s reached the final of the LFA County Cup yesterday with a 6-0 win at Blackpool in the semi final.  105 
teams from Barrow to Wigan entered.  The team included five Elton High School Year 8 students: Isa Afzal, Alfie Stringer, Brad 
Sullivan, James Thewlis and Alex Yates.  Clarke Keenan appeared in some earlier rounds of the competition before he recently 
signed a 2 year contract at Wigan Athletic.  

Walshaw Sports Club U13s 

Reach Finals of LFA County Cup 

Lost Property 

There remains a large amount of lost 

property in the school office including 

many coats. 

Can you please ensure that personal 

items are collected before the end of half 

term—Friday 15 February 2019.   

At this point, all lost property will be 

disposed of and sent to charity. 



Compliments from Bus Driver 
Andy Rigby, Tyrers Coach Company, complimented Elton High School students stating that Elton are 
“Some of the best we do!  Don’t even have to clean the bus afterwards!”. 

We are always looking to review and strengthen 
the personnel of our Governing Body as it plays 
such a key role in supporting the school's 
leadership and driving us towards the highest 
possible standards. At present there are two 
vacancies for Co-opted Governors on the 
Governing Body - this means that these vacancies 
are open to any interested parties who think they 
could make a valuable contribution. 

Vacancies - Governing Body 

If you feel that you could make such a 
contribution and have a strong work background 
and skills set, then please let us know by 
contacting the Clerk to the Governors, Miss 
Plumbley. She will then provide further details 
and an application form as necessary. 
Miss Plumbley can be contacted through the 
main school office on 0161-763-1434 or by 
email plumbleys@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

mailto:plumbleys@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


If you haven’t already checked the details that we 
keep on yourself and your child/children, please could 
you follow the instructions of how to sign up to the 
SIMS Parent app (https://www.eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk/
school-information/data-protection-and-privacy-
notice/instructions-for-setting-up-sims-parent-app). 
You will have also received an email from SIMS, with 
instructions of how to sign up to their app and/or web 
portal that links directly to the school information 
management system. 
Having current medical information is essential to us 
being able to safeguard your child. If a certain medical 
condition is not available on the drop down menu, 
please email Mr Thompson and this will be added. 
Having current contact information is also essential in 
times of an emergency or where a school wide 
message requires your attention.  
Please could you also review the parental consents 
section to ensure that your child/children have the 
best possible experience at Elton. 
To learn more about the General Data Protection 

Student Personal & Medical Details 
Regulation, please visit the Information 
Commissioner’s Office website on http://ico.org.uk.  
Many thanks for your support with this. Please 
contact me (Mr Thompson – Data Protection Officer - 
thompsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk) if any further 
information is required. 

As you will be aware, there are occasions when staff may sometimes wish to photograph students as part 
of lessons, to record assessments and to record the achievements of students in sporting and various 
extra-curricular activities. We also record photographs of students on our school information system for 
student safety and security purposes and photographs may sometimes be used for school displays or 

newsletters.  We are currently updating our 
records and are keen to ensure that parental 
permission has been given as appropriate for 
these photographic images. We ask that you 
check the permissions statements 
found here and complete the form. 
In the meantime, if you wish to look at a copy 
of the Photographic Images of Children 
Guidelines, please do not hesitate to contact 
us directly at school. 
Many thanks for your support with this 
matter.  

Mr Thompson, Data Manager 

Photograph Permissions 

Next edition of The Elton Times will be emailed 

on Tuesday 5 March 2019 

https://www.eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk/school-information/data-protection-and-privacy-notice/instructions-for-setting-up-sims-parent-app
https://www.eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk/school-information/data-protection-and-privacy-notice/instructions-for-setting-up-sims-parent-app
https://www.eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk/school-information/data-protection-and-privacy-notice/instructions-for-setting-up-sims-parent-app
http://ico.org.uk
mailto:thompsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
https://goo.gl/forms/OPP7igj1ZqnjtS0j1

