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The students have returned from the half term 
break in a very positive manner and we now 
anticipate a very busy couple of months as we 
move towards Christmas. We have our two 
Presentation Evenings in mid November and 
then mid December, while there are also two key 
Parents' Evenings scheduled - Year 11 Parents' 
Evening is later this week (Thursday 8th) and 
Year 9 Parents' Evening is Thursday 29th 
November. Thanks in advance for your support 
in attending those crucial events.  
As well as the gradual acceleration towards 
Christmas events, this season sees the annual 
Remembrance services centred around 
Remembrance Sunday which this year falls 
directly on 11th November. There has been an 
increased focus on the remembrance events as 
2018 also marks the centenary of the end of 
World War One. There have been various events 
during the past four years, starting with the 'field 
of poppies' at the Tower of London in 2014. The 
renowned film maker Danny Boyle, who was 
born and brought up in Bury, is now taking a lead 
role in the remembrance events with his Pages 
of the Sea project. This project will see giant 
portraits of casualties of the war carved by sand 
artists on to beaches around the UK at low tide 
on Remembrance Sunday. More than thirty 
beaches across the country are taking part, with 
the nearest location to Greater Manchester 
being Formby beach. Members of the public will 
be invited to create their own silhouettes of 
people important to them in the sand, before the 
tide sweeps the beaches clean again. Danny 
Boyle has said of this project: "The tide goes out 
and with a bunch of volunteers we create a 
hughe portrait, and when the tide returns - we're 
all at the mercy of the tides - it will be washed 
away. It is a way of saying a final goodbye, and a 

tremendous thank you for all the people who 
sacrificed so much."  
Within Elton, we do try to pay due focus onto the 
remembrance events and encourage students 
across the school to wear poppies, holding 
assemblies throughout the week so as to 
highlight the remembrance theme. Further to 
this, our current Year 9 students are doing an in 
depth study about the events of the First World 
War, while all students in Years 7 and 8 have 
been asked to contribute to a project where they 
choose one person from the First World War to 
research and write about. The project is based 
around the website 
www.everyoneremembered.org/ and the 
support of parents would be welcomed in 
helping the children to carry out this research for 
such an important topic.  
On a final note, you may have seen the article in 
last week's Bury Times about our project to raise 
money for a brand new, full size 3G sports pitch 
to the rear of the school building. This will 
obviously be a fantastic resource for all of our 
students and also for the wider community and 
we are working to hard to secure the required 
funding. We are campaigning to raise additional 
funds through the Aviva Community Fund and 
are asking as many people as possible to vote for 
the sports pitch project. The link can be found 
through https://community-fund.aviva.co.uk/
voting/project/view/4-2930 and we welcome 
your support in taking a couple of minutes to 
visit that link and make the vote.  
Thanks for your continuing support at this busy 
time of the school year. As ever, please contact 
me directly if you have any queries or concerns 
about any element of your child's education -
wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

http://www.everyoneremembered.org/
https://community-fund.aviva.co.uk/voting/project/view/4-2930
https://community-fund.aviva.co.uk/voting/project/view/4-2930
mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Aviva Community Fund 

Please vote for us! 

Please share our unique project link far and wide with supporters  

to secure as many votes as possible:  

https://community-fund.aviva.co.uk/voting/project/view/4-2930 

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/new-community-3g-all-weather-pitch  

In partnership with The Lancashire FA and the Football 
Foundation, The Elton High School is involved in an 
amazing project to build a new 3G All Weather Pitch 
here within the school grounds.  With this project we 
want to place our school at the heart of our community, 
offering people of all ages the opportunity to share in 
our facilities - it is a community project, not a school 
project. It will contribute to the health and wellbeing of 
all those that use it from our 1031 students and 110 staff 
to the football clubs that will be partnering us with their 
30 plus teams. There will also be numerous holiday clubs 
which will involve hundreds of children from outside our 
immediate community area. 
Whilst the Football Foundation grant application is for 
£500,000, the actual cost to build the pitch will be 
around £700,000.  The School will be contributing a 
significant amount of capital funding and will also be 
supported by the Local Authority.   
However, we have committed ourselves to raising 
£50,000 through applying for small grants and through 
hosting events for students and their families to support 
us. 
One grant we have applied for is the ‘Aviva Community 
Fund’ for £25,000.  We have successfully been accepted 
through the first round and now need to gain as many 
votes as possible to help us reach the final.  If we can 
reach the final and secure this funding it will mean that 
we have met half of our target and will be closer to our 
goal!   
This is where we need your help.  Our project needs to 
obtain as many votes as possible to gain a place in the 
final.  We need to get our project in the public domain, 
ensuring everyone we know votes for us and that the 
word is spread. 
The impact of this project being successful will be 
significant, not only for our school and our ten football 
teams but also our wider local community. We have 
already received commitment from two of the largest 
junior clubs in Bury, Walshaw Sports and Ramsbottom 
United, who would be our main partners for the facility. 

They would be able to expand their leagues and develop 
grassroots community football by having all year round 
training and ultimately bring people together through 
football. There will also be opportunities for the facility 
to be used by other agencies such as Bury FC & 
Community Trust who host an after school football club 
focusing on mental health, Bury Local Authority who run 
the I WILL IF YOU WILL initiative and Bury FC post 16 
careers through football. In the past we have had to turn 
down these sessions but with our new facility we would 
have the capacity for them to run on a regular basis. We 
also see our site offering walking football sessions and 
also evening “pay and play”. Our students would have 
the opportunity to participate in more lunch time and 
after school activities enabling us to enter and host 
football fixtures and leagues and greatly increase 
participation for girls, boys, and students with 
disabilities. We would be able to host the Bury Schools 
Girls & Boys Football Tournament and the English School 
Football Association Cup which we have in the past had 
to decline due to inadequate facilities.  
The link to our project is detailed below and anyone 
aged 13 or over can vote.  Our project is also linked to 
‘Crowdfunder’ if you would like to make a donation. 

Remember once you have registered your 

10 votes, please pass the link on! 

The Elton High School are currently applying for a £1/2m grant through the 

Football Foundation to build a new all-weather 3G pitch facility for our school and 

local community.   

https://community-fund.aviva.co.uk/voting/project/view/4-2930
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/new-community-3g-all-weather-pitch


Elton’s Christmas Fair 

Saturday 15 December 2018 

Fundraising Event for New 3G Pitch Facility 

We are in the initial stages of organising our first fundraising Christmas Fair for many years 

and would like to know if any of our parents / students / staff / suppliers would like to host 

a stall at the event.  Stalls must be appropriate for a school environment and will cost £15 

per stall.  For further information please contact Joanna Filkins for an application form by 

email at filkinsj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk.   

Further details about the event, along with timings, will be communicated once finalised.   

Please ensure you put the date in your diaries! 



Children in Need is taking place on 
Friday November 16th and at The 
Elton High School we are planning a 
non uniform day along with other 
fundraising events which will be 
shared with staff, parents and 

A Square Triangle 
I've just drawn a triangle where all the angles are square. 
No, I don't mean right angles or 900 - that's impossible! What I do mean is 
that each angle, measured in degrees, is a square number. 
Can you tell me how many degrees each of the angles is? 

Email answers to matherj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk to be in with a chance of 
winning those Trafford Centre vouchers! 
 
Answer and winner will be announced in the next issue of the Elton Times. 

Maths Puzzle of the Week!!! 

students at the beginning of the 
week beginning November 12th. 
Students can wear their own clothes 
or attend in fancy dress if they pay £1 
which will be collected in aid of 
Children in Need.  
 

mailto:matherj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Last week, I was watching my son play an X-Box game. 
He was finding a particular part very tough to progress 
in. I noticed how, rather than giving up, he kept at it. 
He had to try several different approaches, in doing so 
demonstrating patience, determination and some 
ingenuity. After about 20 minutes he succeeded.  It 
was funny watching him punch the air, pleased as he 
was with his breakthrough. There have been other 
times, when after trying dozens of different strategies, 
he realised that he would need to look at a ‘walk-
through’ video on YouTube to get on to the next level.  
Not as satisfying, but he realised that he needed help, 
if he was to continue with the game. 
At Elton, we encourage students to use the same skills 
of persistence, creativity and resilience when stuck on 
a problem or question.  
Here are some things to think about when you find 
yourself stuck: 
1. Read the question carefully. 
At least three times, I would say.  Underline or 
highlight key words and information. Sometimes a 
single word, if overlooked, can be the stumbling block. 
2. Don’t panic! In fact, get excited!  
When you’re not sure what you are supposed to do 
next - congratulations, you’re about to make a 
breakthrough in your own learning!  Expanding your 
mind and your knowledge only happens when you’ve 
reached the limits of your current understanding. 
Getting stuck is a necessary part of the learning 
journey: don’t fear it, accept it. 
3. Give yourself time.   
When teachers ask a question in class which involves 
problem-solving, they will give thinking time before 
seeking an answer.  This is very important.  Problem-
solving isn’t simply a case of instantly recalling a fact.  

It needs time to mull over the information that has 
been given, and to make a decision on the best way to 
tackle the problem. Sometimes, with homework in 
particular, if a solution doesn’t come to mind after 5-
10 minutes, it might be better to look at it later on, or 
the following day.  Some research indicates that your 
brain continues to work on a problem in the 
background, and that you will be more likely to find a 
solution after taking a break 
4. Ask yourself: “What can I do for myself to help 

me?”  
Let’s consider an example. A student is struggling with 
a homework question on solving equations. The 
following might be good points to think about… 
 Have I looked at the work/notes I’ve done in my 

exercise book on this topic? 
 Have I looked at the relevant video tutorial clips 

on MathsWatch / HegartyMaths to 
 help me in this topic (solving equations)?  
 Have I discussed this with my classmates? 
 Note:  I would expect students to talk to each 

other from time to time about homework that has 
been set.  This does not mean, however, getting 
someone else to do it for you! If a friend can give 
you a pointer in the right direction, though, that 
can be helpful.   

 If none of the above prove fruitful in helping you 
solve the problem, speak to your teacher. Do all 
of the above first, as this will have demonstrated 
tenacity and initiative, on your part.  

 
The following article from the Mathematics NRICH site 
gives further tips on problem-solving approaches.  
https://nrich.maths.org/10218 

There is no greater feeling in Maths than overcoming a tough, 

challenging problem as a result of applying your own knowledge and 

skills. Don’t miss out on this experience by giving up too soon! 

https://nrich.maths.org/10218
https://nrich.maths.org/10218


In an earlier edition of this school newsletter we alerted you to the fact that we want to work towards the 
Wellbeing Award during 2018-2019. The first stage of the Wellbeing Award is to complete a range of self-
evaluation activities to 
identify what we do well and 
what we can further improve 
in this particular area of 
work. 
 
Before the school holiday we 
asked all of our staff to 
complete an online survey 
and last week all students 
have been provided with 
information about the Award 
so that they are all in a 
position to complete the 
student survey during this 
coming week. 
 
As part of the self-evaluation 
process we also need to 
collect views from parents 
and will be sending the 
following email link to you 
(https://
app.awardplace.co.uk/
stakeholder-evaluations/user
-survey/5bb74c73bf1f8). 
 
Your views and opinions 
really matter to us and will 
help to shape the school 
action plan so that we can 
develop our mental health 
and wellbeing strategies even 
further.  

Wellbeing Award 

https://app.awardplace.co.uk/stakeholder-evaluations/user-survey/5bb74c73bf1f8
https://app.awardplace.co.uk/stakeholder-evaluations/user-survey/5bb74c73bf1f8
https://app.awardplace.co.uk/stakeholder-evaluations/user-survey/5bb74c73bf1f8
https://app.awardplace.co.uk/stakeholder-evaluations/user-survey/5bb74c73bf1f8


If you haven’t already checked the details that 

we keep on yourself and your child/children, 

please could you follow the instructions of how 

to sign up to the SIMS Parent app (https://

www.eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk/school-information/

data-protection-and-privacy-notice/instructions-

for-setting-up-sims-parent-app). You will have 

also received an email from SIMS, with 

instructions of how to sign up to their app and/

or web portal that links directly to the school 

information management system. 

Having current medical information is essential 

to us being able to safeguard your child. If a 

certain medical condition is not available on the 

drop down menu, please email Mr Thompson 

and this will be added. 

Having current contact information is also 

essential in times of an emergency or where a 

school wide message requires your attention.  

Please could you also review the parental 

consents section to ensure that your child/

children have the best possible experience at 

Elton. 

Student Personal and Medical Details 

To learn more about the General Data 

Protection Regulation, please visit the 

Information Commissioner’s Office website on 

http://ico.org.uk.  

Many thanks for your support with this. Please 

contact me (Mr Thompson – Data Protection 

Officer - thompsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk) if 

any further information is required. 

As you will be aware, there are occasions when staff may sometimes wish to photograph students as part 
of lessons, to record assessments and to record the achievements of students in sporting and various 
extra-curricular activities. We also record photographs of students on our school information system for 
student safety and security purposes and photographs may sometimes be used for school displays or 
newsletters.  We are currently updating our records and are keen to ensure that parental permission has 

been given as appropriate 
for these photographic 
images. We ask that you 
check the permissions 
statements 
found here and complete 
the form. 
In the meantime, if you 
wish to look at a copy of 
the Photographic Images 
of Children Guidelines, 
please do not hesitate to 
contact us directly at 
school. 
Many thanks for your 
support with this matter.  

 
Mr Thompson 
Data Manager 

Photograph Permissions 

http://ico.org.uk
mailto:thompsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
https://goo.gl/forms/OPP7igj1ZqnjtS0j1


Art / MFL Cross-Curricular 

DÍa de los Muertos 

Pupils joined the Art and MFL Departments to 
participate in a cross curricular Día de los 
Muertos (Day of the dead) workshop. Pupils 
learned about this fascinating tradition, with 
Spanish songs and videos from the vibrant 
celebrations. We also learned Spanish 
vocabulary relating to this festival, as well as the 
symbolism and origins of the customs. We were 
very impressed with their precise execution of 
the screen printing, and the incredible and eye 
catching results of their prints onto fabric.  

Final results of their work on T-shirts and bags 
to follow!  



La Salle des Énigmes  

On Thursday 1st November, a selection of 
Year 9, 10 and 11 students watched a 
production by a French theatre group 
called, “La Salle des Énigmes”. The play was 
designed specifically for teenagers learning 
French and told the story of a pair of friends 
trying to crack a series of codes to break out 
of an Egyptian themed escape room. The 
actors needed lots of help from our 
students to search for clues and complete 
puzzles and a number of very brave 
students went up on stage to help out!  

A big thank you to all of our students for 
their participation and exemplary behaviour 
whilst watching the play. Many thanks as 
well to all of the families who contributed 
towards the cost of the play.   



Congratulations to the following students who have earned the most Achievement Points in their Year groups over 
the last fortnight.  Students can be awarded points for many accomplishments including random acts of kindness, 
excellent effort in class and excellent homework. 

Achievement Points 

Student of the Week 

Forename Surname Year Achievement 
Points Earned 

Millie Cunningham-Cooper 7 29 

Caitlin Nowell 8 38 

Emma Halpin-Foden 9 30 

Charlotte Dawson 10 27 

Sam Heywood 11T 31 

The following students have been nominated by their teacher for the Student of the Week 
achievement.  Certificates will be awarded this week during achievement assemblies. 

Year 7 Elleisha Smith 

James Berry Luke Sykes 

Sophia Cutt Neve Watt 

Charlie Gilmore Luke White 

Olivia Gray James Woods 

Ella Greenhalgh Year 10 

Imogen Haworth Freya Carr 

Lucy Lindsay Eleanor Devine 

Kennedy McLean Connor Farrelly 

Libby Ratcliffe Iona Hanson 

Holly Reevell Anisah Imran 

Gerad Roberts Abdur-Rahim Khan 

Faith Rogers Daniel O'Brien 

Charlotte Smith Zakaria Younis 

Harris Tootell Year 11 

Harris Tootell Connor Chrisp 

Harris Tootell Faizan Dogar 

Lola Williams Emily Greally 

Year 8 Athena Gregoriou 

Benjamin Ainsworth Sam Heywood 

Harley Hutchinson Freya Hollos 

Ella Marsh Cameron MacGregor 

Ellie McCullock Neha Patel 

Knikita Nabb Hamzah Qureshi 

Ellie Rothwell-Ledger Megan Thorne 



How we Learn… 
Interesting facts about how the brain works 
Do you still remember your childhood phone number? 
Or the cost of a Mars Bar 10 years ago? 
Every day, we accumulate new memories and, 
especially during the five years of high school, lots of 
new knowledge is acquired every day. So much so, 
that some students worry that their brains will 
become “full” or that they cannot hold any more 
information. 
Luckily, neuroscientists currently believe that the 
capacity of a human being’s long term memory is 
limitless.  
As a school, we are focusing on supporting students to 
ensure that key information is learnt for the long-
term, through repetition and careful spacing out of 
learning. We are also providing opportunities to 
practise regular retrieval of information, so that 
students are able to recall relevant facts when 
needed. 

Parents and carers can help by joining in with 
homework, and providing regular, fun opportunities 
to test that important information learnt at school has 
been memorised. This might be particularly useful 
when helping Key Stage 3 students learn spellings, or 
joining in with revision for exams at Key Stage Four. 

All Key Stage Three students are given a project to work on independently at home each half term and, this year the 

standard of projects produced so far has been excellent, with imaginative interpretations of the briefs and some 

very thoughtful work. 

For the current half term, from now until Christmas, these will be organised by the following subjects: 

Year 7 English—Year 8 English—Year 9 History 
All projects are marked with Gold, Silver or Bronze, using the criteria below: 

BRONZE SILVER GOLD 

You have: 

 Fulfilled the brief 
completely and done 
everything you were asked 
to do. 

 Shown satisfactory literacy 
and numeracy skills. 

 Put in the effort which 
would normally be 
expected for homework. 

 Handed your work in on 
time.  

You have: 

 Shown some independence 
and originality. 

 Included some creative 
ideas and paid consistent 
attention to detail. 

 Shown good literacy and 
numeracy skills. 

 Put in a good level of effort. 
 Handed your work in on 

time. 

You have: 

 Developed highly refined 
ideas, produced an original 
project and worked 
independently. 

 Shown exceptional 
attention to detail and 
some flair. 

 Shown excellent literacy 
and numeracy skills. 

 Put in excellent effort. 
 Handed your work in on 

time. 

Project Update 



 

Year 8 homework projects 

Henry VIII & his six wives 
This half term, Year 8 completed a homework project 

about Henry VIII and his six wives.  The brief was to 

conduct their own independent research and then 

present their findings in any way they chose—as you 

can see, they were very creative!  From presentations 

to Tudor houses filled with scrolls to cakes and 

biscuits in the shape of Henry and his wives, nothing 

was too much effort for these outstanding students!  

Here is just a small selection of some of the fantastic 

work.   

Well done! 





Year 8 
This week Year 8 have been learning about contours and 
have been using this knowledge to build their very own 
3d models of a zombie island—Great work Year 8! 

In Geography this week……. 

Year 10 
This week Year 10 students have been learning about all the different factors that lead to 
flooding by completing experiments within the classroom. Guess we needed a umbrella 
inside for these lessons! 



The week before half term 32 Year 9 students had an adventure out to White 

Scar Caves and Malham Cove. The students and staff had an amazing time and 

they conducted themselves impeccably. 

We had feedback from White Scar 

Caves to say that the students were so 

well behaved and polite that the staff in 

the shop and café didn’t realise they 

were a school group.  

White Scar Caves and  

Malham Cove 



Geography—Important Notices 
 Don’t forget to enter the Ronny the Rhino challenge for your chance to win prizes. 

 Year 10 students are completing mid unit assessments at home which need to be 

completed and brought back into class for the date given by class teacher. 

 Pop-up clubs will be announced later this half term for different year groups.  Make 

sure to sign up quickly as each will have restrictions on numbers. 

 Year 11, make sure you are keeping your revision folders up to date and intervention 

sessions will be updated shortly. 

Where in the World?? 

Can you guess where in the UK Ronny the 

Rhino is visiting? 

Bring your answers to Mrs Shepherd in 

Room 21 and if you are correct then you 

will be given a raffle ticket.  At the end of 

each term a winning   raffle ticket will be 

drawn for a PRIZE!!!! 

Next edition of The Elton Times will be emailed on 

Tuesday 20th November 2018. 


