
 

 

The Elton Times 
Newsletter No 9 

30th January 2017 

Welcome to our latest edition of The Elton Times, a fortnightly bulletin for parents and carers to provide  

updates and  information regarding life at The Elton High School. 

Dear All, 
 
As you may be aware, last Thursday saw the commemoration of Holocaust Memorial Day, with various events and  
services taking place across the world so as to remember the suffering and persecution of millions during World War 
Two. Two of our students, Hannah Bostock and Sam Hollis, were involved in the local service, reading to the             
congregation along with other representatives from the local community. 
 
One of the most famous pieces of writing about the Holocaust is the poem by Pastor Martin Niemoller, a Protestant 
priest who lived in Nazi Germany:  
 
First they came for the Communists 
And I did not speak out 
Because I was not a Communist 
Then they came for the Socialists  
And I did not speak out 
Because I was not a Socialist 
Then they came for the trade unionists 
And I did not speak out 
Because I was not a trade unionist 
Then they came for the Jews 
And I did not speak out 
Because I was not a Jew 
Then they came for me 
And there was no one left 
To speak out for me. 
 
While the poem is about a horrific situation that is far removed from our daily experiences in 2017, it still has            
relevance to us all – particularly as a school community. It serves to remind us about the importance of personal     
responsibility and of doing the right thing. This is a theme that we are constantly promoting to our students: the need 
to care for and respect others, arrive to school on time, to conduct themselves appropriately; to have the right     
equipment etc. It is too easy for  students to simply let themselves be taught – what we are trying to do as a school is 
make them have more  responsibility for their learning, to go beyond the basic work of the classroom and to learn 
more independently.  
 
This is particularly important for the new GCSEs which require much more effective revision and study skills than in the 
past. We are trying to reinforce to our students that they must take ownership for their learning and take                  
responsibility for doing the right thing with regard to their work so as to have every chance of fulfilling their academic 
potential. The role of parents and carers is crucial in this area, and we appreciate your continued support in checking 
your child’s exercise books, monitoring the work that they are doing and signing their planner on a weekly basis.  
 
With regard to GCSEs, Year 9 students are approaching their ‘options’ process and the Options Information Evening 
takes place this Thursday at 6pm. As always we appreciate your attendance and support at events such as this so as to 
reinforce the working partnership between school and home. 
 

In the meantime, if you have any questions or concerns about any aspect of life here at Elton, please do not hesitate to 

get in touch wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 

Jonathan Wilton 
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Thank you to all those parents who were 

able to attend our information evening 

on Tuesday January 24th. If you were  

unable to attend you can now find the     

relevant information on our school   

website  under the ‘Curriculum’ section. 

When you click on these hyperlinks you 

will be able to download the leaflet and 

the powerpoint slides which were 

shared with parents at this meeting. 

If you have any queries or concerns 

about the new assessment information, 

please contact Mr Neil Parkinson 

(parkinsonn@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk) or 

Mrs C Johnson        

(johnsonc@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk). 

NEW ASSESSMENT SYSTEM 

PERSONAL SAFETY           
REMINDER 

 
 If your child is              

travelling to and from 
school independently, 
please encourage him/
her to walk in a group. 
Most recently we have 

had some separate    
reports of students    

being approached by 
strangers.  



 

 

At the end of July 2016, when our 
old school building was closing its 
doors for the last time, 
a collection was made of 
"unwanted" items such as old     
furniture and equipment. 
 
It was collected for The Peace and 
Hope Trust which is a UK based 
charity which works for the poor 
communities of Nicaragua. 
Nicaragua is a country in Central 
America regularly affected by           
natural disasters, hurricanes,  
earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, 

floods and landslides and still suffering from the after effects of a civil war. It remains one of 
the neediest in the world. 
 
Items are collected from schools, hospitals and various other sources (such as tables, chairs, 
hospital beds, mattresses, vocational equipment such as tools and sewing machines,       
household wares, clothing and shoes). 
 
A truck arrived at school and was filled with many different things including the stools shown 
in the photograph. 
 
After being stored in a warehouse it was loaded into containers and shipped across to          
Nicaragua. A team of volunteers working there now distributing the treasure from Elton to 
schools there. 
 
Pupils may recognise the stools from the dining room waiting to go into the school! 

This is a very important evening for all Year 9 students and parents which 

will take place on Thursday 2nd February 2017 from 6pm – 7pm.  

Attendance at this event is vital. There will be a short presentation from 

Mrs Johnson followed by the opportunity to speak to the relevant Heads 

of Subjects. Options booklets and personalised options forms will be      

distributed at this meeting.  

Completed Options Forms will need to be signed and returned to school 

by Friday 10th February 2017. 



 

 

On Monday 16th January 2017, our annual Primary Arts Day took place for pupils from our main feeder primary 
schools. There were thirty one in attendance representing Christchurch Walshaw, Greenhill and Lowercroft! Eight 
of our Year 8 dance enthusiasts were also invited to take part due to their hard work of choreographing and 
teaching routines to the primary children. 
 
The theme was 'Charlie and The Chocolate Factory' as a celebration and tribute to Gene Wilder who sadly passed 
in 2015 and played the first Willy Wonka in the original (and best!) film produced in 1971, long before Johnny 
Depp in the 2005 version. 
 
The children were split into three groups and rotated throughout the day to design and paint their own giant         
lollipops in the art workshop, learn and play songs and perform dance routines - all of which was showcased in 
the celebration performance at the end of the day for mums, dads, brothers, sisters, grans, granddads and  
teachers! 
 
It was a 'fudgemallowy delightful' day, with 'everlasting gobstopping' effort put in by the children which          
positively 'fizzy lifted’ the audience! 
 
Special thanks to Mrs Stopford (Music Workshop Leader), Mrs Jones (Dance Workshop Leader), Mrs Simpson and 
the canteen staff for refreshments at break time. Thanks also to the Year 10 GCSE Dance Students who were on 
hand to escort the pupils between rooms and provide support as necessary! 
  
Miss E. Long - Community Arts Manager 



 

 

 

 

 

Conversation at a recent Parent’s Evening: 

Mr W: Your grade was low for the last test. Did you honestly revise? 

Student: Yes! 

Mr W: What did you do?   

Student: I took my exercise book home and read it.  (D’oh!)  

Tip 1: Simply reading from a text book or exercise is far too passive.  Revising means DOING 
MATHS.  So you need some questions to attempt and some solutions to look at if you get 
stuck.  Use the excellent revision websites highlighted in edition 6 of the Elton Times or email me 
at wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk for a list of them. 

 

Tip 2: Target your revision intelligently.  After every assessment, you do a reflection activity to identify areas 
of strength and weakness.  Your revision should focus on the topic areas you are less confident in, as this 
will gain you more marks.  Revising what you already know is pointless. 

Tip 3: Start your revision early and do a little, often. Better to do 20/30 minutes a 
day for 10 days before a test for example, than to try to cram several hours of 
revision in the day or the night before.  Cramming is the least effective form of 
revision.  Studies show that after an hour of continuous study, there is a huge 
drop-off in what we later recall.  

Tip 4: Time is your most precious resource. Plan your time effectively by making a revision timetable.  
Set aside time daily to revise, and reward yourself for sticking to it (eg: meet friends, or go to the 
cinema)  

 

Tip 5:Choose an appropriate time to revise ie. when you are at your most alert – you will remember 

more. At weekends, this will most likely be the mornings.  Revising late into the night, when you are 

tired is very ineffective.  

 

Tip 6: Revision requires concentration.  Distractions will reduce the effectiveness of you revision, as they 

break your concentration. Turn off your phone or tablet. Text and social media messages will still be there 

after your revision session! In discussion sessions, students themselves have highlighted this as one of the 

greatest threats to effective revision at home. 

 

Tip 7: Choose the right environment.  Sit your self at a desk or a table, ideally. You need space for            

revision books, exercise books, maths equipment, paper to write on.  If your environment gets too             

comfortable (eg. lying down on a bed, or in an armchair), you won’t be in the right frame of mind to   

revise. 

Tip 8: If it works for you, try revising with a friend for some of the time. You will 

find that one of you understands one topic more, whilst the other is a bit of an expert on another. 

Just by explaining things to a friend, you will find that your understanding increases, and likewise you 

might learn a different way of thinking about and understanding a topic.  

Mr. Wilson 
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Previous question:     

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solution: 

The combined cost of the drink, the hotdog and the burger is £5.95. 

One drink is £1.95, one hot dog is £1.75 and one burger is £2.25. 

Record number of entries this time - well done to Lewis Chadwick (9L) and Anisa Imran (8O)!  Please 

come to room 14 to collect your £5 Trafford Centre vouchers! 

Everyone who submitted a correct entry (everyone this time!) has been awarded an Achievement 

Point. 

This week’s puzzle: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email your answer to me at wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk for a chance to win those  vouchers.  

Thank you. 

Mr Wilson. 
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Our two Year 10 bands, 'Two and a half Souls' and 'Unicorn Tears' performed at Holy Cross in         

November.  If you would like to listen to their performances there is a link below or just go to You 

Tube and type in Holy Cross. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPF7YZtKndIVfIDH0tugKPqXZRqmK9qOz 

 

 Extra-Curricular Reminder 

New members are welcome to all attend all our extra-curricular activities. Below is a reminder of the 

groups they can join. 

Lunch passes are available for all clubs that are on at lunchtime. 

Clubs with * begin after half term.  

 

Instrumental Lessons 

We have available slots for drum lessons and guitar lessons.  Please contact Mrs Stopford if you are 

interested in learning to play one of the above instruments. 

 

  MON 
TUES WED THURS FRI 

  

  

1.15 

p.m 

  

Keyboard 

for             

beginners 

  

Keyboard 

advanced 

  

  

  

  

  

Choir 

  

  

Samba 

  

1.15 

p.m 

  
  

Band 

Skills 

* 

Ukulele 

* 

Garage 

Band 

  

3p.m   
Guitar 

Mu2 

  Choir 

  

Band Skills 

KS4 

GCSE    

Comp 

  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPF7YZtKndIVfIDH0tugKPqXZRqmK9qOz


 

 

Our Year 10/11 badminton girls and boys teams played at the Almaechi centre in 
Manchester on Wednesday 25th January 2017. 

The girls got through to the quarter finals where they lost to                                      
Altrincham Grammar school. 

Unfortunately the boys didn't go through, but all had a great day.                            
Seeing such a high level of badminton played by some of the top pupils in    

Manchester was a fantastic opportunity. 
Well done to all concerned.  

We are always keen to know about the outstanding achievements of our 
students in and outside of school. Four of our Year 9 students have got 
through to the final of the prestigious Lancashire FA Football Trophy, 
beating Wigan Champions Cherrybrook 3-1 in a brilliant semi-final. Scott 
Johnston , Adam Gunel, Michael Berko and Jake Roche have played key 
roles in the success of this football team and are now looking forward to 
playing in the final later this term. We wish them the very best of luck.  



 

 

    

More than one hundred exciting new fiction books have been added to the library stock, 

including titles by popular authors such as Michael Morpurgo, Sally Nichols, Marcus            

Sedgwick and Sarah J. Maas. There are books for all age ranges and whether you like            

fantasy, adventure, horror, comedy or books about friendship, there is something for you 

to enjoy. 

Football fans can enjoy reading Secret FC by Tom Palmer or Skills From Brazil by Dan    

Freeman. The Oracle Sequence by Catherine Fisher is a trilogy of fantasy novels set in an     

ancient land ruled by a High Priestess. Chris Priestley’s Tales of Terror will keep you in      

suspense right to the very end. The Ruby Redfort series by Lauren Child takes you on the 

adventures of a thirteen-year-old secret agent and Morris Gleitzman’s novels depict the   

story of two children during the Second World War.  

In addition, we now have a new collection of Marvel Pocket Books including the exciting 

adventures of The Amazing Spider-Man, The Uncanny X-Men, The Mighty Thor and The 

Avengers. 

Pupils may borrow two books at a time for a period of two weeks and can renew them for 

longer if more time is required. Overdue books need to be returned as soon as possible. 

We now subscribe to this very popular monthly   

science and technology magazine full of exciting  

information about the world around us. With topics 

such as Science, Environment, Space, Transport, 

Technology and History, the magazine is ideal for 

people with curious minds and is written in a style 

that makes even the most complex subjects          

interesting and easy to understand. Pupils can come 

to the LRC and enjoy reading the magazine at break, 

lunch and before school. 



 

 

There are places still available on the 
school ski trip to Austria for February 1/2 

term 2018 (Fri 16th - Sat 24th Feb).  
 

The cost is £880 and includes transport by 
executive coach and ferry; lift pass and ski 
hire; full board en suite accommodation.  

 
For further details please see Mr Meighan.  

 

Letters are now available for this trip.  

The cost of the trip is £825.   

5 days / 4 nights, price includes flights from      

Manchester airport, transfers, 4 nights full board 

accommodation at 4* Axis Ofir Beach Resort Hotel 

and comprehensive travel insurance.  

 

For further details please see Mr Meighan or          

Mr Thompson.  

The next edition of The Elton Times will be emailed on 

Monday 13th February 2017. 


