
 

 

The Elton Times 
Newsletter No 8 

16th January 2017 

Welcome to our latest edition of The Elton Times, a fortnightly bulletin for parents and carers to provide  

updates and  information regarding life at The Elton High School. 

 

I hope that you had a restful, enjoyable Christmas break and may I take this opportunity to wish you all a 

Happy New Year. The students have returned to school with a positive mind set and there has been a       

fantastic working atmosphere around the building.  

At this time of the year many people are trying to follow resolutions that have been made in the New Year. 

Many of those resolutions are based around making better use of time and it is interesting to consider some 

recent research that records the different ways by which the average person spends time during his/her   

lifetime. For example, we will spend 9.1 years watching television – this is about 10% of our entire lifespan. 

We will spend 1.5 years in the bathroom and apparently we will spend 1 year choosing what to wear before 

leaving the house! 25 years of our lives are spent asleep and only 4.8 years are spent socialising with our 

families and friends. It is also revealing that we spend 5 months of our lives moaning and only 115 days 

laughing! As a reflection of modern lifestyles, it is also interesting that the average person will spend 29 

years of their lives ‘online’ – on phones/computers, scrolling through Instagram, updating Facebook etc. 

There are perhaps some lessons to be learned about how we could make better use of our time. 

The next few weeks include a number of events which are crucial to the continuing development of your 

child. On Tuesday 17th January, Year 11 students will receive their mock exam results and their second Grade 

Cards, providing a clear picture of where they are in relation to May’s GCSE exams. On Thursday 19th January 

we have Year 10 Parents’ Evening, while Year 9 Options Evening is scheduled for Thursday 2nd February.   

Further to these events, on Tuesday 24th January we are holding a specific information evening for Year 7 

and 8 parents with regard to our new assessment system – this will provide crucial information about the 

changes that we are making to the assessment processes and further details will be communicated prior to 

that important session. We appreciate your attendance at all these events so as to ensure that your child is 

supported through a firm partnership between school and home.  

In the meantime, if you have any questions or concerns about any aspect of life here at Elton, please do not 

hesitate to get in touch wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 

Jonathan Wilton 
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Here are some students from 7E1 displaying their    

homework project for the last half term. The project was 

called Book Blast and it gives students an opportunity to 

tell others about their favourite book but in an original 

way. 

Many made interactive quizzes on PowerPoint while 

some made models, board games, and collages. 

The students were awarded gold, silver or bronze        

certificates according to the standard of their project. 

The top three were given any extra prize. Dan Palfrey 

was rewarded with an Airfix Starter Kit, Heather         

Lansdale was  rewarded with Milk Tray chocolates while  

Bailey Withington was rewarded with a science book. 

Our annual Bronze Awards Ceremonies were held on 21st-22nd 

December for all Year groups.  The awards celebrate the hard 

work and positive attitudes that our students put into the first 

term's work. 

 

This year students with the highest number of achievement 

points in each form received a special gift to say well 

done.  Students can earn achievement points for wide range of 

positive contributions to school life. 

 

All the awards ceremonies finished off with the now traditional 

form singing competition, a fantastic way to celebrate such a 

brilliant first term! 



 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year! 

Bringing the correct, full equipment to maths lesson is a school expectation.  As a policy, we do not give out equipment.  This 

is a fact a small number of students have found to their cost, when they forgot to bring a calculator for their calculator test! In 

this edition, I want to remind you what items need to be brought to each lesson.   

1. Calculator  

Basic, non-scientific calculators - these are not suitable in secondary school. 

We strongly recommend purchase of the CASIO FX-83 Model of calculator (see 

picture). This is sold in the LRC for £6.00. (We make no profit on equipment, it is all sold at cost). 

Students need to familiarise themselves with the functions on this calculator as soon as possible. 

Two of the three Maths GCSE Papers are now calculator examinations. Another reason we          

recommend this particular model, is that all maths teachers have a large on-screen version of this 

model on their interactive whiteboard.  This makes it easier to show students what keys need to be 

pressed.  Different models have different key layouts, so we strive for consistency to ensure speedy, efficient learning. 

 

2. Ruler 

A 30cm ruler is required in Maths.  A 15cm ruler is not long enough for some drawing. 

 

Trendy ‘bendy’ rulers.  The purpose of a ruler is to measure accurately and to draw a 

straight line.  These pliable rulers often do neither reliably! 

3. Protractor 

A simple, clear 180° is recommended as shown below. 
Coloured plastic ones, as they can be difficult to read and those with gaps, as they can make angle            

measurement more tricky.  
 

 

 

4. Compasses – any of the following types are ok. 

 

 

 
5. Pencil 

6. Pencil Sharpener 

7. Eraser 

8. Pens. Black – for general writing. Green – for reflection. Blue – for peer marking. 

 

In addition to calculators, geometry sets in a tin can also be bought from the LRC. They contain items 2 – 7 listed above.  The 

sets cost £1.50. 

Please encourage your child to reach their full potential in mathematics by reminding them to turn up to lessons fully 

equipped.  Thank you for your support! 

Mr Wilson 



 

 

 

Previous question:                

Solution: 

£667.95 assuming it is not a leap year (which it isn’t) 

Some did this with a spreadsheet (which they owned up to) – 

fair enough! There is a neat mathematical way to work it out, 

however. 

There are an odd number of days in the year, 365.  If we pair up 

the first day with the last day, we will get a total of £3.66.  We 

will get the same sum by adding the second day to the          

penultimate day (2p + £3.64 = £3.66), and so on. There are 182 pairs of days whose sum will be £3.66. So 182 x 

£3.66 = £666.12. Left over is the 183rd day, which is the middle day, which has no pair. So if we add £1.83 to 

£666.12, we get our correct answer which is £667.95. 

Everyone who submitted an entry has been awarded an Achievement Point. 

Winners this time, though, are Sophie Sandiford (7H) and Paige Owen (7H). Well done, girls! Please come to 

room 14 to collect your £5 Trafford Centre vouchers! 

This week’s puzzle: 

 Email your answer to me 

 at wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk for  a 

 chance to win those  vouchers.  

 Thank you. 

 Mr Wilson. 

On the 17th November a group of 13 students 

attended  Bury Art Museum and Sculpture Gallery 

to study the work displayed in Simon Morris'     

exhibition. 

The exhibition was an exploration of our             

interaction with words through sight and sound. 

The students enjoyed the calm setting of the      

gallery where passages from novels and texts, on  

display, could be read and interpreted in         

different ways. Each student completed a questionnaire which encouraged them to observe each exhibit and to 

decide on their favourite written pieces. 

It was a very informative and enjoyable morning. 
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Last term Year 7 and 8 students attended the 

first geography pop-up club. They learnt about 

the  devastating effect of tornadoes and how 

they are formed. Students then built their own 

3D tornadoes (using a number of different size 

biscuits), fluffy clouds (marshmallows) and 

pieces of debris (Rowntree’s randoms).  

Student feedback: 
“It is a practical activity so it made learning more fun”. 
“I enjoyed it because we made the tornado out of food 

and then we got to eat it”. 

“I enjoyed it as I got to make something with my 

friends from other classes”.  

  

 

 

The intervention/revision timetable for Year 11 geography students starts the week beginning 16th        

January 2017. Intervention will be on each week until the final exam in June. Students have been allocated 

to  either group A, B or C. If they are unsure which group they are in then they can ask their geography   

teacher. Students should bring their revision folder and work books. They will receive further revision   

materials before the end of January.  

Group A sessions will run each Wednesday lunch time (1-1:45pm). The first session is on the 18th January.   

Students in this session will need to bring a packed lunch, as the session will run for the full lunchtime. If 

students still wish to buy school dinners, then they can collect a lunch pass from their teacher by   

Wednesday break time at the latest. This is to ensure that they don’t miss out on intervention time.   

Group B sessions will run each Thursday after school (3-4pm).  First session is on the 19th January.  

Group C sessions will run each Friday after school (3-4pm).  First session is on the 20th January.  

If there are any questions regarding intervention then please feel free to contact Miss Windsor (Head of 

Department) or Ms Greer. 

Students are to pass their answer to Ms 

Greer. The first two correct answers will 

gain two achievement points.  

‘I have a mouth but do not eat. I have a bed but do not sleep. I have a head but I do 

not talk and I always run but I never walk. What am I?’       



 

 

This term’s homework project for Year 7 is from the    
Languages Department and aims to relieve some of the 

cold of winter with a blast of sunshine… 

   

Imagine your ideal school trip……. 

Did you know that 28 countries apart from France speak French as their main             

languages? Now is your chance to create the school trip of your dreams to France or 

another French speaking country. You need to convince us how fantastic would be! 

This half term, some of your homework will be project based and you will be expected 

to complete this to an excellent standard. The grid below shows the different levels 

you will be awarded for your efforts, achievement points are available for those who 

work hard. 

The deadline to hand in your completed project will be Monday 13th February 2017 

BRONZE SILVER GOLD 

You have: 

 Fulfilled the brief completely and 
done everything you were asked 
to do. 

 Shown satisfactory literacy and 
numeracy skills. 

 Put in the effort which would  
normally be expected for home-
work. 

 Handed your work in on time. 

You have: 

 Shown some independence and 
originality. 

 Included some creative ideas and 
paid consistent attention to   
detail. 

 Shown good literacy and   nu-
meracy skills. 

 Put in a good level of effort. 
 Handed your work in on time. 

You have: 

 Developed highly refined ideas, 
produced an original project and 
worked independently. 

 Shown exceptional attention to 
detail and some flair. 

 Shown excellent literacy and 
numeracy skills. 

 Put in excellent effort. 
 Handed your work in on time. 

YOUR CHALLENGE: the work you produce should show us WHY your trip is worth going on . What 

is so special about the area that you have chosen and the activities that want to do? Make it            

entertaining! It is up to you to make this trip look like the best experience in the Universe and to  

convince other students that your trip is the one to pick! Remember that your trip must be to a 

country where French is spoken as the main language. 

 

SUGGESTED IDEAS: 

 Create a guide of the place that you plan to visit  

 Create a collage using images and places from your trip to bring it to life. 

 Create an i-movie advert to convince other pupils to go on your trip.  



 

 

Year 9 have been working on their independent projects in History 
to research, design and create something linked with Trench    
Warfare during WW1. The task was deliberately broad to give   
students the scope they needed to really make it their own. As a 
result, we have had trench shoebox dioramas, cakes made into 
trenches, props like care packages home, weapons, diaries and  
research walls. The students have been commended on their 
efforts and we have enclosed a number of the projects in two  
comic style posters for you to enjoy.  



 

 



 

 

Here are some amazing pieces by some of our Year 10 Art students; Zak Frost,                           

Emily MacFarlane, Bryony Currie,  Hannah Hashmi, Leah Guliding, Robert Blacklock, 

Lauren Maudsley, Ben Read, Oliver Johnson and Chloe Hurst-Shaw. 



 

 

There are places still available on the 
school ski trip to Austria for February 1/2 

term 2018 (Friday 16th - Saturday 24th 
Feb). The cost is £880 and includes 

transport by executive coach and ferry, five 
day lift pass and ski hire, full board en suite                  
accommodation and comprehensive travel 

insurance.   
 

For further details please see Mr Meighan. 

There will be a launch meeting on Tuesday 24th 

January at 6.00pm, in the main hall, where an area  

manger for InspireSport will lead a brief meeting to 

outline all the information relating to this trip. The 

expected cost of the trip is £800 approx tbc. Five 

days / four nights, price includes flights from    

Manchester airport, transfers, four nights full board 

accommodation at 4* Axis Ofir Beach Resort Hotel 

and comprehensive travel insurance.  

 

For further details please see Mr Meighan or          

Mr Thompson. 

The next edition of The Elton Times will be emailed on 

Monday 30th January 2017. 


