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19th December 2016 

Welcome to our latest edition of The Elton Times, a fortnightly bulletin for parents and carers to provide  

updates and  information regarding life at The Elton High School. 

 

It seems more than four months ago that we started the new school year in a new building with a new   

leadership team in place. The response from students and staff has been excellent and, despite obvious 

teething problems, the school is running smoothly and an excellent climate for learning has been                

established. 

It is natural at this point in the year to look back over previous months and review the events and issues 

which have taken place. As a school we have had Parent Guidance Evenings, Attendance Awards Evening, 

School Presentation Evening, Open Events for prospective parents, the trip to Holland, Languages Week and 

the Carol Service, all taking place in addition to the usual curriculum activities and sporting events during the 

term. 

It is also natural to review the year as a whole and a very telling indicator about the main ‘stories’ of 2016 

are the Google Search records for the past 12 months. The top news search was “Brexit” and the top            

individual search was “Donald Trump”. In terms of popular culture, the top showbiz search was “David   

Bowie”, the main ‘What is it?’ search was “What is Pokémon Go?” whilst the top search for a TV show was 

“Strictly Come Dancing”. However, the top trending search for the entire year from all categories was due to 

a national humiliation – “Euro 2016” was the most searched item of all! 

While there is understandable apprehension across the country about what the future holds after the events 

of 2016, we remain extremely positive as a school. The students and staff have worked incredibly hard this 

past term and thoroughly deserve a restful break. I remind you that we close at 1:00pm on Thursday 22nd 

December (there will be no school buses that afternoon, so students must make their own way home) and 

we reopen at 8:45am on Monday 9th January. I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a    Mer-

ry Christmas and Happy New Year, and thank you for the numerous messages of support during this past 

term.  

As ever, if you have any questions or concerns about any aspect of life here at Elton, please do not hesitate 

to get in touch wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 

Jonathan Wilton 

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

 

On Tuesday 6th December we welcomed our Year 11 Leavers into the new 

school building for their very own presentation evening. Awards included 

attainment in GCSE subjects, outstanding attitude to learning awards,   

attendance and other special prizes plus GCSE certificates.  

In the middle of the presentation of the awards, our previous School            

Improvement Officer, Clive Howlett, gave some good advice to our previous 

Year 11 students. He told them to work hard and have self-belief.  

To conclude the evening our previous Headboy (Christopher Birkenshaw-

Dempsey) and Headgirl (Alex Grice) gave the vote of thanks before all our 

guests retired for refreshments in the school canteen. 



 

 

Is Father Christmas bringing any digital presents? 

Parental controls are not a single solution to staying safe online; talking to your 
children and encouraging responsible behaviour is critical. However, controls are a 
vital first step to helping to protect your child online, and here are seven simple 
things you can do to use them effectively: 

1. Set up home broadband parental controls and make use of controls on your 
home broadband. 

2. Set controls on your search engine; encourage your child to always use child-
friendly search engines, and  activate and lock the safe search settings on the 
browsers and platforms they use. 

3. Make sure every device is protected. Controls should be installed on every      
device your child uses, such as their mobile phone, tablet and games consoles 
(both home and handheld). 

4. Use privacy settings.  Activate the safety measures offered by different sites;   
social networking sites like Facebook have privacy settings that will help prevent 
your child seeing unsuitable advertising or sharing too much with other people. 

5. Block pop-ups. If you’re worried about your children accessing inappropriate 
content though accidentally clicking on adverts in pop-ups, follow the advice from 
BBC Webwise on how to stop these. 

6. Find good sites and agree on them as a family. By talking to your child about 
their interests you can help them find suitable sites to visit and apps to use.        
Review these sites as they get older. 

7. Manage use and access. Children may be very worried that your response to a 
problem will be to take away their internet access.  Whilst this may be an            
appropriate response in some cases, the threat may be a barrier for a child who 
needs help.  Be aware of this when talking to them about their internet use, and 
reassure them that they can talk to you or a trusted adult whenever they need to. 

For further information and guidance on internet safety visit the following       

website.  

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ 



 

 

 

Year 8 took part in a whole day of       

workshops looking at their Personal      

Safety.  

The children received presentations with 

question and answer sessions from the 

Police, Fire Service, Road Safety Team and 

a lesson on E-Safety.  

Presentations covered issues such as   

walking to and from school, crossing the 

road, what to do in the event of a fire and 

how to keep safe when online either using 

the Internet, Facebook or other social     

media  applications.  

Well done to our Year 8 who demonstrated 

a very mature attitude towards the day 

and provided some insightful questions to 

our guest presenters. 

On Monday the 5th December our Year 7 took part in a 

whole day of Enterprise activities as part of their Personal, 

Social, Health and Economic Curriculum.   

They were tasked with a design project where by they had 

to create a product to be sold at the next Olympic Games. 

The students worked in groups and represented different 

countries which they have previously researched with their 

form tutors.  

Once they had designed and made a prototype of their 

product they then had to pitch their idea 'Dragon Den' style 

to the rest of their form group even having to answer tough 

questions about the costings of production and profit    

margins!  

After a democratic vote each form produced a winning 

team which were sent to represent the form in a Dragon 

Den final with a stern judging panel consisting of Mr Wilton, 

Mr Moxam, Miss Jones, Mr Murphy and a member of the 

Enterprise delivery team.    

The children were very impressive all day, working together 

developing their group work skills and speaking skills during 

the pitches.  

Congratulations to the winning team representing China 

who each received a £25 gift voucher just in time for    

Christmas.  



 

 

Year 10 took part in a whole day of decisions making activities as part of their Personal, Social, Health and 

Economic Curriculum. 

In the morning our Year 10 students were introduced to the Human Blood and Organ Donation society and 

they looked at the facts of this topic. Students also looked at case studies where young people had received 

an organ or blood donation which resulted in saving a life.  

The morning was spent allowing the students to ask questions and state their opinion on such practice. 

In the afternoon the students listened to guest Speaker, Kevin Mincher, who spoke about the power of the 

mind and how if you believe it you can achieve it! 

On the 7th December 30 students had the opportunity to 

attend the Bolton Science Convention at Bolton Sixth 

Form College.  

Bolton Sixth Form College held its fifth Science Convention 

for year 10 and 11 pupils who want to pursue a career in 

science, engineering, medicine and related professions 

which was attended by around 200 pupils.  

They enjoyed workshops and talks on the different        

careers fields including psychology, nursing, engineering, 

medicine, forensic science, mental health, computer      

science and physiotherapy. Guests included student 

nurse, Scarlett Stanley. 

The students learned about the realities of working as a 

paramedic and used specialist equipment including a 

medical dummy which is used for practising resuscitation     

techniques.  

A special session on dementia and the brain led by David 

Carter, head of biology at the sixth form college, gave   

pupils the opportunity to actively investigate the       

symptoms of dementia by studying a real brain. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Tackling Underachievement in Maths - New Year’s Resolutions (for Parents) 

As we approach the holiday season and the New Year, some parents will have learned from Grade Cards that their 

son or daughter is underachieving in Maths.  In practical terms, what can parents do to help them close the gap 

between current attainment and target?   Here are a few suggestions for New Year’s Resolutions to provide the 

best support for your child. 

Positive talk 

Be positive about maths!  Avoid saying things like "I can’t do maths" or "I hated maths at school"; your child might 

start to think like that themselves. Even if this was your experience at school, be aware of the power of your 

words. This ‘self-fulfilling prophecy’ passed on from parents is a real barrier to progress in maths, as it can          

prejudice attitude to the subject.  

 

Point out the maths in everyday life.   

Include your child in activities involving maths such as using money, cooking and     

travelling.  I’ve provided lots of detailed examples over this term in this ‘Maths At 

Home’ article.  Watch this space for more in the New Year! 

 

Praise your child for effort rather than talent 

This shows them that by working hard they can always improve. 

 

 Take an interest in their homework 

 Homework is set weekly in mathematics, so there is always something for 

 your child to show and explain to you. Even if it is something you don’t   

 understand yourself, your interest and their attempt at explanation will    

 reinforce their learning and motivation. 

 

Encourage your child to seek help when needed 

This might just be a quick chat with their maths teacher if they are struggling with homework or it might involve 

doing some lunchtime or after-school booster sessions to get back up-to-speed. As a department, we are           

responsive to the needs of our students and additional help will be provided, where necessary. 

 

Encourage independent learning, using online resources 

It has never been easier to get help at home with maths, thanks to the many websites containing video tutorials, 

practise questions and worked solutions.  In the last edition of Elton Times, I listed my ‘magnificent seven’ sites.  

Please email me at wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk if you don’t have this list. 

 

I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 

Mr Wilson 

mailto:wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Previous question:                

“Vowelless”  

Vowels have been taken out of eight mathematical words. Can you recognise them? 

     Plygn    dvsbl 

     nmrtr   sscls 

     qltrl    frqncy 

     Pythgrs   vl 

Solution:  

Polygon, divisible, numerator, isosceles, equilateral (not quadrilateral!), frequency,            

Pythagoras and oval (or value). 

Many correct entries this time - well done to Edward Russell (7H) and Luke Gisbourne (7E)!  

Please come to room 14 to collect your £5 Trafford Centre vouchers! 

Everyone who submitted an entry has been awarded an Achievement Point. 

 

This weeks puzzle: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email your answer to me at wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk for a chance to win those  

vouchers.  

Thank you. 

Mr Wilson. 

mailto:wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

 
'About Time Acoustic' Gig 

 
On the 29th of November two ex pupils, James Hulston and 
Arthur Cottam, delivered a composition workshop to our KS4 
music pupils. Both students have been performing around 
the north west and are working towards cutting their first  
album. They also performed their acoustic set to all pupils 
during lunchtime which was enjoyed by all who attended.  
 If you would like to listen to their music and subscribe to 
their you tube channel then please go to the You Tube     
website  and type 'About Time Acoustic'. There you will find 
lists of great covers of well known songs performed in  their 
own unique style as well as some of their own new material. 
 
 

What a performance! 
 

Members of choir attended the matinee performance of the 
opera 'Hansel and Gretel' performed by the students from 
Holy Cross. This was part of a reward for all the time and 
effort choir have put in to working towards various concerts, 
including the presentation evening performance and the  
Carol Service.  Choir have also been issued with their very 
own choir badge.  
We practice every Thursday from 3pm until 4pm and new 
members are always welcome. 

 
 

Carol Service 
 
Once again our annual Carol Service was a resounding success. Highlights of the evening included 
the debut performance by the Ukulele group and soloists by members of the guitar club. As always, 
the staff choir were on top form and performed four songs to the delight of the audience. A special 
mention to our year 11 pupils, Lucy Hayes and Maddison Kirk, who both performed solos for the last 
time at the Carol service and of course to our Junior Choir, who sounded amazing as always. The 
performance ended on a high note with the school rock band performing Merry Christmas Everyone 
by Slade. Thanks again to all the students involved. This was the best Carol service yet!!!!!! 
 

Future Events 
 
Year 10 rock bands are performing on the 15th December at Holy Cross.  
 
Battle of the Bands competition is being held in the Music Department  during the first week of the 
new term. Winners will then perform at Salford University as part of the Bury Battle of the Bands 
competition in February.  



 

 

Congratulations to our Year 7 Indoor Athletics Teams who after practicing at lunchtime 

become the Bury North Champions 2016! It was a fantastic team effort in both the 

track and field activities with a number of students winning their individual events. 

The team now go head to head against the Bury South Champions. Good luck team!  

Year 8 came second in our heats which also puts us into the finals! 

Year 8: A great result against Woodhey 13-12! 

Well done to all players. 

Players' player was Hannah Gugneiwicz . 

Year 7: Their first game was against Woodhey. 

All girls played really well but unfortunately lost 2-7. 

Players' player was Leah Reynolds. 

Well done to all players for your first ever game as a 

team!  

Our Year 9 &10 netball teams played against St Monica's on 13th December and had a very tough game. 

Everyone played at their best and were determined to do themselves justice but were unfortunately  

outplayed and both teams lost. 

The players' players voted by the other team for Year 10 were Emma Rayner and Sophie Snell. 

For Year 9 the players' players were Ellie Storey and Lissy Hill. 

Well played nevertheless to all players and thank you as always for all those parents who were able to 

come along to support. It is very much appreciated!  



 

 

The next edition of The Elton Times will be emailed on 

Monday 16th January 2017. 

    

www.readingcloud.net 

Don’t forget to visit the Reading Cloud where you can: 

 Browse the latest additions to the school library 

 Find books and websites to help with homework 

 Write or record book reviews 

 Recommend new books for the school library 

 Blog about your favourite books and authors 

 Pick your next book with “Who Next” 

 Catalogue and share your home library 

 Find out what’s happening in the LRC 

 See what’s popular in other schools 

 Create your own avatar 

Come and get your log-in details from the LRC. 

You can also 

download 

the free app 

for your 

smartphone 

or device. 

Simply go to 

your app store and search for 

iMLS by Microlibrarian. 

A special mention to Emma Rayner, Louis 

Allan and Ben Plimley who have started 

their GCSE PE course with a bang! The three 

students have performed at the top level in 

the recent practical activities of               

trampolining, badminton and more recently 

table tennis. These students are top           

performers and are on track to achieve a 

very high grade in their practical unit.       

Well done!  

http://www.readingcloud.net

