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On our return to school last week there was an 
increasing amount of media coverage about the 
various remembrance services for the D-Day landings 
from World War Two.  D-Day was when millions of 
British, American and Canadian soldiers formed the 
biggest invasion force in history, launching an attack 
against the Nazis in France and gradually starting to 
turn the tide of the war against Hitler. 6th June 2019 
was the 75th anniversary of the D-Day landings and 
there were services in Britain, France and across the 
world.  It was expected to be the last time that many 
of the surviving soldiers who took part in those 
landings could attend the remembrance events and 
our Year 9 students, who have recently been studying 
World War Two in their History lessons, are always 
taken aback by the actions of those young men who 
took part in such critical moments in world 
history.  Indeed the very youngest of those soldiers 
was a similar age to our Year 9 students when he 
joined the army at the age of fourteen. He was called 
Robert 'Bobby' Johns and his story has been 
publicised in the recent run up to the D-Day 
anniversary events.  
Bobby was the youngest of Henry and Daisy Johns' four 
children. They lived in Portsmouth and Bobby had run 
away from home at 14 to enlist in the Army, 
hoodwinking the commander in his local recruitment 
office by claiming to be an adult. Unsurprisingly, his 
parents were beside themselves with worry when they 
discovered that Bobby was missing. They contacted his 
friends, the police and the local authorities before 
finally visiting the Army recruitment office, where they 
lodged a report which highlighted that their son was 
missing and had probably joined the army.  The War 
Office did order a search for Bobby, but it was not 
regarded as a priority at a time when men and 
resources were in short supply. In particular, it was very 
difficult to follow up enquiries about missing young 
men when the armed forces were focussing on secret 
preparations for D-Day. 
As the months passed and D-Day approached, Bobby 
was still not traced by the authorities and he continued 
to stay with his fellow soldiers in his regiment. At the 
age of 16 he was on board one of the first planes that 
dropped thousands of paratroopers into Normandy 
during the night of June 5th, just hours before the huge 
invasion fleet landed on the beaches. A week later, the 
War Office finally discovered Bobby’s location and his 

parents were informed in a letter that their son had 
been discovered and that he was serving in France. 
Tragically, by the time his parents received their letter 
it was too late to then get to their son.  On July 23rd, 
1944, Bobby was shot dead by a German sniper in Le 
Mesnil, a small village in Normandy. Lieutenant 
Watson, one of Bobby's fellow soldiers in his unit, later 
said of the youngster: ‘He was quite a big lad when he 
did his training, and it was only when he died that we 
found out he had lied about his age.’  Watson recalled: 
‘I remember him well.  He was always ready to help 
people and was fearless. He loved being a paratrooper. 
But I never suspected that he was underage and it was 
not until after his death that we were informed that he 
was just 16. I was shocked and saddened.’ Last week a 
small ceremony was held to commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of D-Day at Ranville War Cemetery, where 
Bobby Johns’s headstone has a short inscription:  

‘He lived as he died, fearlessly.’ It is sobering to think 
that he was one of so many young men who died in the 
war, at an age not much different to hundreds of our 
own students.  
 
This final half term of the year is amongst our most 
busy, with the completion of exams, sports day, reward 
trips and induction activities for our new Year 7 
students. However, it is also a very exciting period and 
we are focussed on ensuring that the students finish 
the year in a very positive manner. We continue to 
value your support during these final weeks and please 
continue to contact me directly if you have any queries 
or questions - wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


D-Day 75th Anniversary  

Events in Portsmouth 

ICT Notice 
You may have been told by your child 
that we have recently been suffering 
some serious issues with our IT system 
within school. On returning from the half 
term break a sizeable proportion of our 
IT system had to be repaired. This meant 
that earlier last week we had no access 
to computers or IT equipment during 
lessons, while the canteen staff have also 
had to record all purchases on paper 
rather than use the usual cashless 
system.  
We hope that the matter has now been 
addressed and that our systems are back 
to normal from this week. The students 
and staff have responded superbly and, 
considering all the problems, the school 
has been extremely settled with a really 
positive learning climate.  
The problems also meant that this issue 
of The Elton Times has been  delayed a 
week. We will now return to the usual 
schedule of regular, fortnightly issues 
and thank you for your patience and 
support.  



Bowling Reward Trips 

As a reward for outstanding 
attendance and attainment before 
half-term the Year 7 students went 
bowling.  All had a fabulous time 
and their behaviour was 
impeccable and a credit to parents, 
carers and the school.  We a now 
looking forward to the end of year 
reward trip to Blackpool Pleasure 
Beach in July.  Many thanks to Miss 
Cowsill and Mrs Johnson for 
organising the trip!   

Ms Uttley  
(Year 7 Learning Coordinator)  



Bowling Reward Trips 



The following students have won the planner designs for each year 

group for next year:- 

Hannah Keown’s design will be used for Year 7 
Emily Schofield for Year 8 

Molly Rivers for Year 9 
Liv Hamilton for Year 10 

Lucy Rigg for Year 11 

2019 Planner Design Winners 

Congratulations to these students for their fantastic efforts! 



How To Get Your Child To 

Enjoy Reading 

Expert Advice From Children’s 

Laureates Past And Present 

This year sees the 20th anniversary of the creation of the 
Children’s Laureate. It was the brainchild of children’s 
author Michael Morpurgo, who was concerned at the lack 
of attention shown to children’s books in comparison to 
books for adults. He came up with the idea of having a 
Children’s Laureate for books, similar to the historic role of 
Poet Laureate. The aim of the role of Children’s Laureate is 
to "promote and encourage children's interest in books, 
reading and writing" and it involves a range of duties, from 
visiting schools, writing articles, promoting children’s 
literature in the media, giving speeches and attending 
events, along with a salary of £15,000. Quentin Blake 
became the first Children’s Laureate, taking up the two-year 
post in May 1999.  Nine authors and illustrators have 
followed in his footsteps, each having a slightly different 
approach to the role. The eleventh Children’s Laureate is 
yet to be announced, but will take over from Lauren Child in 
June of this year. 
 
To celebrate the 20th Anniversary, the Guardian newspaper 
asked each Children’s Laureate to talk about the books that 
inspired them and to suggest ways in which to encourage 
and inspire children to read.  Some of the books that 
inspired them were classic children’s books such as Just 
William, Treasure Island and Pippi Longstocking. Comic 
books were a big influence for Anthony Browne, while Julia 
Donaldson was hooked on The Book of a Thousand Poems 
at the age of five. Quentin Blake was nearly put off reading 
altogether when he was given a copy of Oliver Twist to read 
when he was too young to enjoy it. However, they all agree 
that one of the best ways to encourage children to read is 
to start when they are young and to make it a fun and 
shared experience, where parents read to children and look 
at the pictures together, giving children the chance to 
become familiar with handling and using books. Older 
children can also have books read to them, or take it in 
turns reading chapters of longer books together. Take them 
to the local library where they can become immersed in a 
world of books and borrow them for free. 



The Learning Resource Centre (LRC) has recently add-
ed to its range of magazines available for students to 
read. 
As well as the weekly current affairs magazine, The 
Week Junior, we subscribe to the monthly magazines 
How It Works and BBC Wildlife. In order to increase 
the range of non-fiction reading material available in 
the LRC, we have added another six monthly maga-
zines to our collection: Top Gear Magazine, Four Four 
Two, Shout, Empire, Digital Photographer and All 
About History. The titles chosen aim to cover a variety 
of hobbies and interests, giving students the oppor-
tunity to keep up-to-date with and learn about the 
latest news, topics and events. 

Reading non-fiction material such as magazines can be 
just as beneficial as reading fiction books, especially 
for reluctant readers and boys in particular. Research 
has shown that boys are more inclined to read infor-
mational texts, newspapers and articles and that they 
like to read about hobbies and sports and things they 
are interested in doing.  Reading magazines can also 
help with the development of reading, thinking and 
problem-solving skills, as well as being a good way to 
relax and unwind. 
Students (and staff) are welcome to come and browse 
the magazines when the LRC is open before school, at 
break and during lunch. 

Mrs Barker, LRC Manager 

“Studies show that children who are read to every 
night do better in school – even in maths.” Anne Fine 
(Children’s Laureate 2001 – 2003) 
“Give them half an hour a day of totally 
uninterrupted reading – and start young.” Anne Fine 
“Bedtime reading fosters security, intimacy and 
understanding.” Anne Fine 
“Reading is not a medicine. There isn’t one book 
that works for every child because every child is 
different.” Michael Morpurgo (2003 – 2005)         
“Reading aloud to small children is a way to get 
them to associate a book with fun and pleasure and 
attention. Most toddlers love to cuddle up on a lap 
and point at the pictures and join in with a well-
loved text.” Jacqueline Wilson (2005 – 2007) 
“When children can read for themselves, it’s still a 
delight to read an exciting long challenging book 
they wouldn’t want to tackle alone” Jacqueline 
Wilson 
“Reading in school must involve the whole school 
community including parents, grandparents and 
carers – a cultural in-school and out-of-school 
policy.” Michael Rosen (2007 – 2009) 
“A book can be as engaging as a toy or a screen if 
they are part of a shared experience. Most picture 
books can produce fascinating conversations 
between adult and child if approached in an 
interesting and interested way.” Anthony Browne 
(2009 – 2011) 

You can read the full article at https://
www.theguardian.com/books/2019/may/11/how-
do-you-turn-kids-into-bookworms-all-10-childrens-
laureates-share-their-tips                                              

 
Mrs Barker, LRC Manager                                 

“Reading aloud to children of any age can be hugely 
enjoyable for all concerned, so I think a serial story at 
bedtime is a good idea.” Julia Donaldson (2011 – 
2013) 
“We must encourage them to read for pleasure. Let 
your children see you reading. Read to them. Let them 
read to you. Don’t criticise what they are reading or 
how long it may take them.” Malorie Blackman (2012 
– 2015) 
“Encourage them to read more of what they like as 
well as suggesting other books just waiting to be read 
and loved.” Malorie Blackman 
“School librarians are there to guide, to advise, to 
recommend – they are the gatekeepers to new worlds 
and initiate an introduction to new friends on the 
page…..their knowledge is absolutely fundamental to 
reading for pleasure.” Chris Riddell (2015 – 2017) 
“Children need to get in to the habit of hearing stories 
and of having books around them. They need to be 
confident in spaces where books are a familiar thing 
and to have opportunities with books and look at 
illustrations.” Lauren Child (2017 – 2019) 

Top Tips From The Children’s Laureates 

New Magazines in the LRC 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2019/may/11/how-do-you-turn-kids-into-bookworms-all-10-childrens-laureates-share-their-tips
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Year 7 Oracy 
We are delighted to be hosting our first round of 
Year 7 Oracy speeches in the week beginning the 
17th June, 2019. Parents and carers will be invited 
into school to watch the Year 7 students deliver 
their speeches on a topic they have chosen that 
they feel particularly passionate about. We are very 
proud of the students for working so hard in their 

English Department Update 

The Year 9 Work Shadow Day is scheduled to take place on Tuesday 25th June.  Students have already taken home 
details for parents including a reply slip which must be signed to provide permission to attend the Work Shadow 
placement. This reply slip must be returned to myself before the placement starts, preferably by Monday 17th 
June.   If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me at the school - Mr Moxam.  

Oracy lessons, and hope that as many parents/carers 
as possible can join us for this wonderful event.  
Letters have been given to students this week to 
inform parents and carers of which particular date 
students will be performing; please return the reply 
slip as soon as possible. 

Mrs Cooper 

Year 9—Work Shadow Day 

Year 8 Maths success! 
The UK Mathematics Trust (UKMT) is an organisation whose aim is to 
advance the education of children and young people in mathematics. 
The UKMT organises national mathematics competitions and other 
mathematical enrichment activities for 11-18 year old UK school pupils. 
Last year, over 600,000 pupils from 4,000 schools took part in the three 
individual challenges, the UK's biggest national maths competitions.  The 
questions set are notoriously challenging, and you cruelly marks are 
deducted for giving an incorrect answer!  
We recently got back the results from our Year 8 entrants to this year’s 
competition, and we are pleased to announce that Harrison Hill in Year 8 
achieved a Gold award!  To recognise this outstanding achievement, 
Harrison has been rewarded with a £10 Trafford Centre voucher for his 
efforts.  In addition, the following students achieved a silver award: Alex Yates, 
Harry Burgess, Ans Rashid, Saul Crawley, Jack Tatters, Molly Rivers, Alisha Khan 
and Olivia Hamilton. 
Gaining a bronze award were: Katie Rayner, Kathryn Livesey, Macy Wilkinson, 
Mia Davenport and Ellie Armstead. 
Well done to everyone who took part. We will present all winners and 
participants with their certificates in Y8 assembly over the next fortnight.  
Mr Wilson 







In Geography this week……. 

Year 8 Chester Zoo Trip 

Miss Winsor took 40 Year 8 students to Chester Zoo on the 13th May.  A fantastic 
day was had by all with amazing weather and lots of sunshine! 

Photo competition entries by participating students:  

Winner to be 
announced 

later this half 
term! 

Geography Editors 

Over the next few editions of this newsletter there will be 
features written by students about the issues that matters to 

them.  Our chief editors are: Olivia Edge and Leah Morrow (Year 8) 
 

Feature writers are welcomed to submit pieces for the Geography 
Elton News about topics within school or the wider world, please 

see Mrs Shepherd as necessary and earn achievement points!!! 



Year 11 
Exam dates are below for the different papers and immersion sessions will take place     

before the exams. 

Paper 2 = Wednesday 5th June 

Paper 3 = Thursday 13th June 

Year 10 End of Year Exam 
End of year exam for Geography will be on Monday 17th June Period 3 and 4. 

It will contain questions on all the topics we have covered so far including: Water 
(Rivers) and Ice, Resources and Tectonics. 

All revision material already given will be useful so please make sure you are getting 
you revision folders in order and have for all topics: exercise books, Theory ladders, 
Case study ladders, Formation cards, revision cards, A3 sheets and 100% challenges. 

If you are missing any of the above for the topics please see your class teacher. 

Where in the World?? 
Can you guess where in the UK Ronny 

the Rhino is visiting? 

Bring your answers to Mrs Shepherd in 
Room 21 and if you are right then you 
will be given a raffle ticket, end of 

each term a winning   raffle ticket will 
be drawn for a PRIZE!!!!  

Catch up vaccinations for 
any student in Years 8, 9 
and 10 who previously 
missed one, will take place 
on July 2nd.  If you have 
any queries, please contact 
Mr Moxam.   



Our Year 10 team recently entered the rounders rally at Philips High School and it was a great event being 
one of the last competitions before the end of this academic year. 
We played against St Monica’s, St Gabriel’s and Bury Grammar School. All games were incredibly close but 
we just missed out by one or two rounders in those games which unfortunately meant we did not 
progress to the next round. 
It was a lovely evening , the sun was shining and all the girls played with a fantastic attitude and were a 
real credit to our school! 

Year 7 Football Champions! 

Year 10 Rounders Rally 

The Year 7 Boys’ football team followed the recent 
success of our Year 10 and Year 11 teams by also 
winning the Bury Metro Cup Championship! 
The boys faced Bury Church in the final and powered 
to a 2-1 victory, with both goals being scored by 
Harvey Harrison.  It concluded an outstanding season 
for our football teams and we are going for a clean 
sweep of all five year group trophies next year!  



Whole School Sponsored Walk 
On Thursday 28th June we will be holding a 
sponsored walk and hope to involve all members of 
our school community. This has proved to be a 
popular event in the past and a really enjoyable day 
for all involved.  
The target for each student is to raise a minimum £10, 
with our overall target being £8,000 so as to 
contribute to the 3G football pitch fund. Obviously we 
would like to surpass this projected target and in the 
past we have had many children who collect very 
impressive amounts! For those families with more 
than one child at school, we only expect one 
contribution per family.  
Students and staff will follow a circular route along 
the school field onto Leigh Lane, Owlerbarrow Road 
and then Walshaw Road. A lap is approximately 0.75 
miles and the intention is for students to complete as 
many laps as possible in the allotted time. We expect 
everyone to take part in the event but for those 
students unable to participate in the walk there will 
be the chance to gain sponsorship for a range of 
supporting roles including stewarding and tuck shop.  

It is important that children are sensibly dressed for 
the walk and wear clothing appropriate for the 
weather that day.  Standards of behaviour should 
reflect our usual school expectations and this is 
always an enjoyable event for both students and staff. 
Students will be supervised along every stage of the 
route by marshals and staff will also be walking with 
the children. Drinks and a tuck shop will be available 
at the completion of each lap. 
Lessons 1-3 will run as normal so students will need 
usual equipment for those lessons. Lunch will be 
brought forward to 12.00pm. After lunch students will 
return to form to be registered, leave bags in 
classrooms, with the walk then lasting from 12.50pm-
2.50pm. After the walk they will again return to forms 
to be registered and collect their belongings, with the 
school day finishing as usual at 3.00pm.  
Please complete and return sponsor forms by Friday 
21st June.  We will of course be in touch before the 
event to confirm details and should you have any 
questions or queries do not hesitate to contact us 
directly.  

Just a reminder that voting for the Tesco Bags of Help scheme (potentially £4,000) is open in the Ramsbottom Tesco 
Superstore (BL0 9AS) from 1 May 2019 until 30 June 2019 and customers will cast their vote using a token given to 
them at the check-out in store each time they shop.   
 

Please support us in-store and vote with as many blue tokens as you can! 



Non-Uniform Day 

Friday 14 June 2019 
To support our Summer Fair on Saturday 22 June 2019, we are organising a non-uniform day to collect donations 
for our tombola stalls.  Instead of asking for a monetary contribution, we would like to ask that Years 7 and 8 bring 
in an item of ‘sweets’.  This could be a tub of sweets or family sized bag—examples shown below. 

Years 7 & 8 

Years 9 & 10 

We are also in desperate need of main raffle 

prizes and would welcome donations! 

We would like to ask that Years 9 and 10 bring in a ‘gift’ item.  This could be any unwanted Christmas / birthday 
gifts (must be new / unopened) such as make-up bags, new toys, beauty / hair products etc.—examples shown 
below. 





The Scholastic Book Fair will be arriving in school on 
the 19th June for one week and will also be available 
at our school Summer Fair on Saturday 22nd June.  
There will be hundreds of new children’s books to 
browse and buy and many at half price. There are 
over 200 titles for you and your child to choose from, 
and with prices starting from only £2.99, there’s sure 
to be a book for everyone.  
Books can be paid for in cash or by telephone on the 
secure scholastic payment line by entering the school 

Celebrate Reading At Our Book Fair! 

ID number which you can get from the book fair 
organiser on the day 
If you can’t make it to our Book Fair, try our 
discounted Gift Vouchers available at 
www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/parents. They’re a 
great way to ensure your child doesn’t miss out.  
Don’t forget that every book you buy can help to get 
FREE BOOKS for our pupils 
 

Come and join us! 



On Wednesday July 17th
 we will be 

holding a talent show in School to 
celebrate the great talents of our 

students and also raise money for our 
new 3G pitch. We have £50,000 to raise 

before the project can go ahead and 
hope that this venture will bring the 
school community together to help 

make a significant contribution towards 
the amount needed. 

Some students can contribute by 
registering to perform in the show - 

sing, dance, play an instrument, 
perform magic, act out some drama  

……..  
Other students can contribute by 

supporting backstage, running a raffle 
or helping with refreshments. 

 
Parents can support us by coming along 
to celebrate Elton’s talented students or 
providing raffle prizes and donations to 

the cause.  
 

Further details will be provided as we 
approach the end of term. 

 

ELTON’S GOT 

The next edition of the Elton Times  

will be emailed on Tuesday 25 June 2019 


