
 

 

The Elton Times 
Newsletter No 5 

21 November 2016 

Welcome to our latest edition of The Elton Times, a fortnightly bulletin for parents and carers to provide  

updates and  information regarding life at The Elton High School. 

 

One news item that was publicised last week was the annual report about wealth and social mobility across 

England. The report, which was published on Thursday, found that for the first time since World War Two 

people at work are earning less than the previous generation. The report claims that more and more people 

are “running harder and harder but are standing still” and that it is getting more difficult for large groups of 

the population to achieve ‘high earning’ jobs.  

The report concludes that the main way to address the situation is through education. Only by being trained 

effectively can more young people hope to bridge the gap that is developing between those who are better 

off and the rest of society. The positive news for Elton students is that our school is continuing to promote 

high rates of student progress so that our young people can be prepared for the increasingly competitive 

jobs market. The most recent GCSE results showed that Elton students achieve 1/3 grade better than they 

are predicted – the best rate of student progress in Bury. However, there is in no doubt that GCSE exams are 

becoming more rigorous and this is a challenge that we must address as a school by coaching our young  

people to perform at their very best in these situations. The forthcoming mock exams for Year 11 (see details 

on page 11) will be a key   element of this process, and there will be additional exams set for Year 9 as we 

move into the January term.  

The last few weeks of this term will be typically busy with reward trips, Bronze Award assemblies, the Carol   

Service and Year 11 Presentation Evening, and you will be updated with details of all these events in      

forthcoming issues of this newsletter. I would also like to take this opportunity to remind you that the       

vacancy for Parent Governor is currently advertised on the school website, with applications to be made by 

this Friday (25th November). 

In the meantime, if you have any questions or concerns about any aspect of life here at Elton, please do not 

hesitate to get in touch wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 

Jonathan Wilton 

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

One in seven parents have not spoken to their children about online safety. Experts at the NCA are 

encouraging parents to talk to their children about online safety, as new figures show that 15% have 

never had a conversation about it with their children at all. The figures come from a recent NCA    

survey which highlights that many parents do not feel confident talking to their children about online 

risks and are unsure where to go for help and support. Almost half – 46% - said that although they 

had discussed it with their children they hadn’t done so recently. The NCA CEOP Command’s 

#Thinkuknow programme offers advice about having those conversations, with guidance on        

managing childrens’ safety online and minimising the risks they may encounter.  

 

The NCA’s top tips include:  

1. Build your confidence in how to have a conversation with your child about their online life. Open and  

on-going conversations with your child will help you to understand how they are communicating 

online and who with.  

2. Find out what your child is exploring online. Ask them to show you their favourite sites to get you   

started.  

3. Set up parental control on your internet connection. Customising your settings will help you to limit 

harmful content from being accessed.  

4. Share Thinkuknow advice with your friends and family. Sharing our advice will help the parents and  

carers you know support their children online.  

5. Review privacy settings on the apps and the sites your children use. Make sure that settings are set to 

‘friends only’ and that they know these friends in their offline life.  

6. Explore our parents and carers site Thinkuknow.co.uk, which has useful information and advice for 

you and your child.  

 

Marie Smith, Head of Education at the NCA’s CEOP Command said: “Apps and sites are a great way 

for children and young people to connect with each other online but dating apps for teens and      

location based social media can leave them exposed to inappropriate content and contact from 

strangers online if they don’t know how to manage their safety. At the NCA, we increasingly see    

reports of young people who have been groomed into sharing nude or nearly nude pictures or films 

of themselves online. We also see an increasing number of adults with a sexual interest in children 

targeting the same applications that young people use in a bid to build relationships with them. 

“Although this survey represents a relatively small number, it highlights a wider issue in the UK that 

parents don’t always feel confident bringing up sensitive issues with their children. “Talking to a child 

about sex, relationships and the internet does not have to be difficult and we are here to help. We’d 

encourage parents to consider our safety advice and visit the Thinkuknow website for further        

information and a place to report.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our theme this week is the ‘beautiful game’, as described by Pelé. Yes, football is rich in numbers , shapes 

and statistics, and can be a useful way to engage young minds with maths. Let’s start with the ball itself. 

What shape is it? Spherical? Maybe that fly-away ball you play with on the beach is. The traditional      

football is actually mathematically known as a truncated icosahedron, made up of 32 tessellating panels 

stitched together – 12 pentagons and 20 hexagons. Our Y8s have an enrichment task where they construct 

these from the cardboard nets of the 3D shape.  

If one striker scores 5 goals in 17 games, and another scores 8 in 30 – which is the better statistically? For 

this you would have to look at the goals-to-game ratio, which reveals that the former edges it.  Probability 

is a key concept in football coaching and strategy. Pep Guardiola has famously brought in a new            

goalkeeper, Claudio Bravo, at Manchester City who does not simply drive the ball upfield to safety when 

he receives it off his defenders.   Under orders, instead he calmly passes it (mostly!) to another player. 

Guardiola recognises that occasionally mistakes will be made, but it is more likely for possession to be  

controlled using this tactic.  Does possession guarantee victory? No, but over the long run, there is a high 

correlation between successful teams and those who are dominant in possession.  “Playing a               

percentages game” is a well-worn phrase in football circles.  Ottmar Hitzfeld, only one of three managers 

to win the Champions League with different clubs, is a trained mathematician and part-attributes his     

success to the application of mathematical analysis on the field. 

Occasionally, even the most high profile managers get the maths 
wrong. Guardiola’s predecessor, Manuel Pellegrini, misinterpreted 
the away-goals rule in 2013 which cost City the chance of topping 
the Champions League qualifying group. Ctrl +Click here for the   
story.  The madcap world of player salaries is certainly a good way 
to test ability to estimate with large numbers.  Wayne Rooney is 
reported to earn £260 000 a week.  How much is that                    
approximately a year? 
 
The precision needed to score from a free-kick is very high.  The 
vast majority miss or hit the wall. Ctrl+Click here to see a wonderful BBC site which analyses the           
mathematics behind three famous FA cup goals from Stuart Pearce, Didier Drogba and Kevin Sheedy. 
As the season draws to a finale, the football media becomes a frenzy of calculations.  How many points 

teams need to win the title?/avoid relegation?/secure Champions League football? Furthermore, goal 

difference may come into the reckoning, if points are level. 

Football manager games have been around a long time.  I used to play one devotedly back in 1982 on my 

ZX Spectrum (showing my age now!) They certainly promote number handling (transfer funds, player    

statistics), and decision-making skills based on probability.  Might be a good stocking-filler as we approach 

Christmas. Much more educational than a ‘shoot-em up’ game!  

There have been countless books written on the subject of football and mathematics.  Hopefully, I’ve given 

you some food for thought, so that the next time a footy conversation crops up, you can put a bit of maths 

in!  

Mr Wilson.  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/football/teams/manchester-city/10509964/Manuel-Pellegrinis-blunder-costs-Manchester-City-chance-to-top-Champions-League-group.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/zgxdwmn


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Previous question:               Solution: 

 

   A = 1 

   B = 4 

   C = 8 

 

 

 

A swathe of entries again, and all were correct!  Lucky winners this time,     

however, are Fatima Chaudhry (7S) and Dominic Griffiths (11N).  Please come to 

room 14 to collect your £5 Trafford Centre vouchers! 

 

This week’s puzzle:  

 

 

Email your answer to Mr Wilson at wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk for a chance 

to win those vouchers.  

mailto:wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

Science Club have been building water powered rockets that 

will be being tested next week.  

Over the past 3 weeks the students have experimented with          

aerodynamics and thrust using paper rockets and balloon 

rockets.  

They have now put this knowledge to the test in the design of 

their own bottle rockets. They will also be producing some 

other resources to go along with their rocket in the form of a 

presentation or 'YouTube’ style video and will hopefully be 

entered for the BP 'Ultimate STEM’ Challenge. 



 

 

The winner has not yet been decided but here are some of the entries for the  

‘Why I Want To Be A Scientist’ competition.   

Sophie Sandiford Year 8 

Earth is a fascinating yet peculiar place!  Until I started high school, I never really realized what this brilliant place is capable of! 

Who knew that some organisms get their energy from a process called chemosynthesis? Or that yeast is a living organism? I find it 

crazy that a small world can do such big things.  Now I can appreciate our surroundings and understand how fortunate we are a to 

be living in a safe environment.  

I find science both exciting and fun! It’s actually one of my favourite subjects and since I started high school I have learnt so much. 

I can’t imagine a world without science. We would be living our lives differently and be totally different people, not understanding 

how we survive. Science also helps in medical issues such as cancer.  Even though, at this moment in time, there is no cure for  

cancer.  Everyday scientists are working tirelessly to hopefully find a breakthrough for this terrible disease. People don’t realise 

how science has changed our lives for the better. We now have a better understanding of how our bodies and vital organs       func-

tion. It helps us to live a healthier lifestyle and people are living much longer these days. 

Science is an extremely fun subject, using bunsen burners, dissecting or just working in pairs to figure out a question is               

invigorating. 

There are many scientists who are famous for their work. For example Francis Crick, who discovered the structure of DNA 

(deoxyribonucleic acid) in the early 1950’s. This was a life changing discovery that has helped us within law. DNA has helped in 

criminal cases, solvimg terrible crimes and mysteries and leading us to many further discoveries. 

Stephen Hawking is famous for the discovery of black holes not being completely black— instead, they should emit radiation and 

eventually disappear. This famous scientist has motor neurone disease which paralyzed him at the young age of just 21 years old. 

However, his disability and sheer determination didn’t hold him back from doing what he loved.  Stephen was determined even 

though no one believed in him, he proved many people wrong in the world of science. 

Science, even though some people don’t realise it, is an extremely important subject it can change peoples’ lives, especially ones 

who are in desperate situations. Over many years our knowledge of science has massively increased. 

Science fascinates me. Hopefully one-day people like me can help to change the world for the better.   
And who knows, I may be the next Stephen Hawking or Francis Crick!  

Jessica Alderson Year 8 

Since I was little I have been watching the science experiments on YouTube and on television. I was always imagining about what 

it would be like in high school in a lab and doing experiments in real life. I finally had my very first science experiment on my 4th 

day at high school. We were using Bunsen burners, we got out all of our equipment, put on our goggles- my teacher really made 

me laugh when she said goggles because she pronounced it as googles. Then we set up our equipment at the gas tap at the side of 

the room. We collected some magnesium from the front desk and picked it up with some tongs. The person I was sat next to was 

scared to put the magnesium into the roaring flame so once we had seen other people do it I placed it into the flame. The teacher 

told us not to directly look at the flame because it could damage or even blind ours eyes. This gave me the message that science 

was also very fun but also very dangerous and that is what I like about the subject. It was the most amazing thing I had ever seen - 

the room glowed with light from the green/yellow flame. It was so inspirational because I had never done a practical in a lab be-

fore so it was really interesting and fun. Science is really good fun and you get to do some amazing experiments and you are learn-

ing something at the same time. I am now in Year 8 and am still enjoying science as much as I did when I did my first  experiment. 

I have not done many dissections yet except from looking inside a chicken leg to find different bones and muscles. I would like to 

do more practicals in the future and I am thinking of taking Biology as an option for my GCSEs and will hopefully get good enough 

grades to be able to be a surgeon, vet or a forensic scientist when I am older. I am still watching science videos now on my laptop. 

I like doing explosions in science because you learn about what chemicals, gases, liquids or solids mixed together can cause some-

thing very dynamic. I also like using the periodic table of  elements symbols in my word equations in class. I am inspired to do 

science because of Jane Goodall. She has worked with chimpanzees and studied their behaviour. She is a primatologist and      

anthropologist and she has received many rewards and her work continues through the Jane Goodall Institute. I am truly inspired 

by her because she proves to younger people that you can be  a scientist at any age. 



 

 

Luke Bunting Year 7 

I would like to be a Palaeontologist; I have an interest in this because it’s a way to discover new species of extinct 

creature: Dinosaurs. Many are interested in these magnificent creatures which died over 65 million years ago.  

This type of scientist can travel around the world discovering dinosaurs. They also do tests to see what category of 

creatures it came from: Carnivore? Herbivore? Pterosaur?. When they discover, they can group it and show it to the 

world. 

All scientists discover new things every day and Palaeontologists do too. They discover things from the soft tissue in 

the bones to analyse it of the age of it. How it lived and even when it lived and  what impact it would have had on the 

world. The truth is out there. 

Palaeontologists make discoveries matching DNA strands to other known dinosaurs. If a strand out of one drop of 

blood (which contains billions of strands) matches, and the rest don’t, then a new discovery has been made. I would 

like to see how these DNA strands would match from one sample of blood or tissue. 

If these results come to the right conclusion and confirm a scientist’s theory, then this may change ideas in the       

museums around the world, making more people to do this job.  These discoveries would show us how the food chain 

worked over 65 million years ago.  

Many things undiscovered are out there in the dark ready to come out of the shadows. The leftovers are in the 

world’s crust. Many tests will be harder than others to get a positive answer to decode the DNA codes in the genome. 

Palaeontologists are still on the hunt for new fossils and are often successful on these adventures because of the   

advances in modern science. Many want to take part.  

And that is why I want to be a Palaeontologist more than anything else. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

In English we have been studying ‘persuasive 

writing’ and part of this work was to look at the ‘To 

Be A Girl’ campaign from WaterAid. We think that it 

would be a good idea to donate some items to an 

orphanage in Gambia.  

We believe we are really privileged to have safe, 

clean toilets, and an education. We think it is       

important to donate because we take things for 

granted. A child dies every two minutes from poor 

sanitation and a lack of basic needs. We feel        

especially moved by this campaign because the girls 

don’t have a childhood like we do. They are left  

vulnerable to attack when they go to collect water, 

or go to the toilet.  

We would like to donate some items to the         

orphanage in Gambia to help them and try to make 

a small, positive difference. Safaa Chaudary, in our 

class, managed to make links with the orphanage Al 

Atharee in Gambia and helped to start this        

promising project. After meeting with one of the 

orphanage workers in school, we’ve learned that 

even though the children have nothing, they’re 

happy with the little they have. We were told that 

the children at the orphanage are frightened of  

cartoon characters and pictures of Disney            

characters/eyes – so we’ll only be donating 

patterned or basic items! Intrigued by the stories of 

how they live, we would like to make this project a 

success. 

Here are some of the items required by the          

orphanage that we’re hoping to donate. 

Thank you for your kindness and generous          

contributions. 

8E3 - Miss Iqbal’s Y8 English Class 

 Chubby wax crayons 

 Pencils 

 Rubbers 

 Sharpeners 

 Pencil cases 

 Exercise books  

 -standard size 

 -wide lines and margin 

 -plain covers  

 Plastic exercise book covers  

 White chalk 

 Coloured chalk 

 Powder paint in tins 

 Children size scissors 

 Afro combs 

 Hand mirrors 

 Metal bangles 

 Plastic toilet bags with hanging 

cords 

 Bath towels  

 Small cars 

 Skipping ropes 

 Medium size Lego 

 Tennis balls 

 Flotation boards (for swimming) 

 Strong washing lines 

 Strong pegs (no hinges) 

 Mosquito nets white- with ties 

 Bicycle repair kits  

 Bicycle pumps with attachments 

 Sewing threads 



 

 

Geography 

Well done to the Year 8 students that have completed their models in Geography. They have been 

learning map skills in order to escape a zombie apocalypse. Their books are full of survival tips; how 

to use grid references, how to use scale on a map and work out the real life distance and which city 

locations would be best to get supplies from. 

The final project was to decide which natural place survivors could go to once they have escaped the 

city.  

Students chose at least three features to make up their model. Their models are to scale and in pro-

portion to real life features. Finally, they annotated their models to explain how each feature could 

be useful in survival. 

Now you know where to go when there is a zombie apocalypse! 

Ellie Aspinall (Year 8) has produced 

the winning card to be used as the 

Elton High School Christmas card. 

Congratulations to Ellie for her    

fantastic piece of work.  



 

 

Year 8 were set a History homework challenge to produce a piece of work about the 

lives of Henry VIII and his six wives.  Their only instruction was to produce some-

thing interesting and original.  The results were amazing!  Year 8 should feel very 

proud of their work and creativity - well done!  These are just some of the high-

lights... 

Natalie Fern, Hannah Melia, Jessica Holroyd,  

Charlotte Tomlinson, Caitlin Smith & Lauren Pope 

Megan Wardle (and Tudor biscuits!) 

Iona Hanson & Hannah Shaw 

Caitlin Taylor 

Joe Livesey, 

the singing 

town  cryer 

Maddie Derbyshire  

& Harriet Bentley 

Nakeisha Hall, 

Jessica  

Alderson & Abi 

Scholes as Henry 

Luke Gis-

bourne & 

Ethan Jackson 

as Henry VIII 



 

 

Congratulations to the gymnastics team 

who travelled to Preston on Saturday 

12th November to compete in the NW 

Novice Floor and Vault                       

Competition.  With over 60 gymnasts 

from all over the North West competing 

in each age group the team did              

extremely well to finish with three 

bronze medals.  

Gymnastics practice takes place on     

Friday after school in the Activity        

Studio with everyone welcome.  



 

 

The next edition of The Elton Times will be emailed on 

5th December 2016. 

I am delighted to inform you that the school has   

recently made a significant investment in our library 

with the introduction of a new online version of our 

library catalogue. The new system allows pupils, 

staff and parents to view our school library                 

catalogue online and pupils are encouraged to use 

this to help with research, to write reviews about 

books they have read and search for and reserve 

new books and other library resources.  

Year 7 pupils have had an introduction to the         

Reading Cloud as part of their library induction     

lesson and have been given their username and 

password. Year 8 pupils will receive their log-in    

details before the end of term.  Pupils in other year 

groups need to see Mrs Barker in the LRC if they 

wish to access the Reading Cloud. 

You can access the Reading Cloud via the E Moodle 
link on the school website or directly using the      
following link:  
 
https://www.readingcloud.net/?&site=U006700. 
 
If you have access to an iPhone, iPad, iPod touch or 

Android phone, then you can also download a new 

app called “iMLS” to access the library from those 

devices. The free app is available from the App 

Store and Android Market. 

I hope you find the Reading Cloud useful and would         

welcome any feedback. 

Mrs C Barker 

Learning Resource Centre Manager 

The Christmas edition of the Scholastic Teen 

Book Club has arrived and is full of gift ideas for 

teenage readers, including the latest titles by 

some of the most popular authors. If you are 

looking for books for younger children, the      

Scholastic website has a vast range of books for       

children of all ages. Copies of the magazine will 

be distributed to all pupils in Years 7 and 8. Pupils 

in other years can collect a copy from the LRC. 

The simplest way to purchase books online is 

through our Elton High School Book Club at: 

http://schools.scholastic.co.uk/elton-bl8  
 
Orders should be placed by Friday 25th November 

and will be delivered free to school within ten 

days of this closing date. 

If you do not wish to order online, simply        

complete the order form on the back of the Teen 

Book Club leaflet, place the form and payment 

(either cash or cheque payable to The Elton High 

School) in an envelope with your child’s name 

and form clearly marked, and return to Mrs   

Barker in the Learning Resource Centre. 

The school receives commission on all orders 

placed, which is used to purchase new books for 

the library. Every £1 you spend on this month’s 

Book Club will earn 20p for our school in         

Scholastic Rewards. 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate 

to contact me. 

Mrs C Barker 

Learning Resource Centre Manager 

https://www.readingcloud.net/?&site=U006700
http://schools.scholastic.co.uk/elton-bl8

