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As we approach the Christmas break we can reflect 
on a successful term which has seen the school 
continue to move forwards and develop in a 
positive manner. Our GCSE results were again 
strong and confirmed our position in the very 
highest bracket of all Bury schools. The open events 
in early October were probably the most successful 
that we have ever held, with many hundreds of 
primary school children and parents taking the time 
to see the school in operation during the open days 
and then attending the evening open event. Our 
new Year 7 students have settled well into the 
school and have particularly embraced the focus on 
oracy as a weekly slot in their timetables, while the 
new uniform has been praised from so many 
different people and there can be no doubt that the 
students do now have a uniform that fits the high 
profile of the school.  
Our two Presentation Evenings were also a great 
success, with Tony Walsh proving an inspiring 
speaker in November and then David Frost, 
Principal of Holy Cross, speaking in a similarly 
positive manner at last week's Leavers' Evening. 
Details of that recent Leavers' Evening are 
highlighted later in this issue of the newsletter, but 
it was striking that David Frost talked about the way 
that so many Elton students stand out at his college 
for their maturity, excellent conduct and 
consideration of others. This is something that we 
constantly reinforce to the students and is another 
reason for our current focus on promoting oracy. It 
is crucial that when they leave Elton High, our 
students can speak confidently and in an articulate 
manner to others. This was underlined in a recent 
study which was released earlier in the month 
which showed that students who attend 
independent, fee paying schools are still much more 
likely to go to the top universities than students 
who attend state schools.  
The study revealed that 21% of university 
applications from private school students were for 
Oxford or Cambridge while only 5% of state school 
applications were for those top two universities. 
While university is certainly not for everybody, we 
do feel that the many Elton students who get strong 
results should aspire to go to the best universities - 
it is not right that students from private schools 
dominate those places and it is up to our school to 
support the students to be confident and have the 
belief that they too can attend places like Oxford or 

Cambridge. I have said on many occasions that I 
would not swap the high standard of staff that we 
have here for any other school in the area, be they 
state school or a private school. We have outstanding 
teachers and fantastic facilities here at Elton, with 
everything in place for our students to be pushed to 
the highest levels and they should be supported to 
reach those top universities and colleges. The other 
issue with university applications is that state school 
students are less likely to get through the interview 
and selection process than private school students 
and again, this is another reason for our focus on 
oracy, so that our students can be supported to 
present themselves in the best possible manner.  
The final week of term began with our Christmas Fair 
which took place on Saturday and was a fantastic 
success. Further to that, the reward trips have been 
taking place for all year groups and the Bronze Award 
Assemblies are also scheduled to recognise the 
achievements of the students from this first term. 
The final big event of the term is the Christmas 
concert which is scheduled for this Thursday evening 
(20th December) at 6pm. As ever, all these events 
take a lot of planning and organisation but are a 
crucial part of Elton's calendar and reports will be 
provided in the next issue of the newsletter. In the 
meantime, we do hope that you all have a lovely 
Christmas and New Year, with the students returning 
to school on 7th January suitably refreshed and ready 
for that next term. As always, if you have any queries 
or questions about any element of the school then 
please continue to contact me directly  through   
wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


Christmas Fair 

Last Saturday’s Christmas Fair was a great success, with 

dozens of stalls, activities and Father Christmas even showing 

up to meet children in his grotto! 

Many thanks to the students, parents, governors and staff 

who supported the event and made it such a success.  Very 

few high schools hold events such as this and it is a fantastic 

reflection on ourselves that such an event can be held on a 

weekend and reinforces our profile within the local area.  

Overall, we raised £2,489.48, which will help contribute 

towards the 3G football pitch facility. 

Thanks again to all those who made the event such a success 

and a special mention to Mrs Filkins, our Business Manager, 

who organised it with such energy and imagination! 





Thank You to All our 

Event Sponsors! 
Thank you to our Year 8 students Alisha Crawford, Rachael Filkins and Sophie Bebbington for collecting raffle prizes 

around Bury and delivering sales pitches to receive even more than anticipated! 

Thank you to The Chinese Buffet—£60 Voucher; Ian Filkins, IJF Property Consultants Ltd—Fitbit Versa; Greenhalgh’s 
Bakery—Sponge Cake; Marks & Spencer—£20 Voucher; Peter Jackson Jewellers—Diamante Earrings; The 
Entertainer—£15 Voucher; Bury Football Club—Two League Match Tickets, a signed football and providing a 
‘Penalty Shoot-Out’ at the Fair; Iain Mackay, Parent Governor—Signed Bury FC Shirt; James Bentley—“The 
Forgotten Fifteen” book; Alex Fletcher Year 10 Student —Slattery’s Chocolate Snowman and Christmas Tree; Paul 
Hayman, Fire Extinguisher Rentals—Fire Blanket and Fire Extinguisher; Lee Thorn, Parent Governor—Redbank Cider 
and Wine Box; Norman Rosindale, Chair of Governing Body—Hotel Chocolat Box; Shelene Plumbley, Staff 
Member—£210 Gym Vouchers; Tesco Superstore—Two Boxes of Cupcakes; Janice Hayman, School Kitchens—Bottle 
of Bailey’s; Roger Burgess, Vice Chair of the Governing Body—Bell’s Whiskey; JumpXtreme—Free Jump Sessions; 
Pizza Express—Two main course meals; The Perfume Shop (Superdrug)—Ten designer wash bags; Nando’s—Spicy 
Sauces; Quayside Bakery—Monster Muffins; Mobberley Cakes—Christmas Cake Slices; Ralph Livesey Ltd—Roast 
Turkey; David Wilde, DD Exhibitions Design & Build—Muffins. 
 

Not forgetting the huge support from all students who brought in so much chocolate and 
gifts for the tombola stalls from the non-uniform day! 



Year 11 Leavers’ Presentation 

Evening 

On Tuesday 4th December our annual Presentation Evening 
took place for the Yr 11 leavers from 2018. This event 
provides an opportunity to recognise those students' 
achievements in attendance and academic excellence, while 
they also receive their official GCSE certificates. It is also a 
final opportunity for those students to see some of their 
teachers and to be together as a year group, and the 
turnout for the evening was excellent with lots of support 
from parents and carers.  

The guest presenter was David Frost, Principal of Holy Cross 
College, and during his speech he expressed the view that 
"something very special is happening at Elton High", with so 
many of our students performing so well and standing out 
for their manners and positive attitudes. He reinforced the 
point that students should have the highest aspirations and 
should make the very most out of the numerous 
opportunities that our school provides. We have very strong 
relationships with Holy Cross and with Bury College and it 
was very pleasing that David was able to attend and meet so 
many of our recent students.  

We wish all of our Year 11 leavers the very best of luck and 
do hope that they keep in touch as they develop their own 
careers and explore the wider world! 



Santa and Study 

Most of our students will be looking forward to a fortnight away from school for 
Christmas, giving more thought to turkey than times tables and enjoying quality 
time with loved ones. 
 
However, some of our year 11 students will want to spend a little time this 
Christmas preparing for the exams to come in the New Year, so here are five 
twinkling tips: 
 
1. Ask Father Christmas for useful items: A luxury coloured gel pen or a set of 

highlighters in unusual shades can help motivate you to get working. 
2. Curl up in front of a classic: Use the opportunity of being off school during 

icy weather to hunker down and watch film versions of each of your set 
texts for English Literature. 

3. Beat the Boxing Day Sales: Do some online research for any revision 
materials you want to purchase. Amazon and eBay are both excellent 
places to source “nearly new” resources such as quiz cards used by last 
year’s students. 

4. Give yourself a Midwinter Midterm: American students call them 
“midterms” – but that’s just a way to explain the purpose of a test which is 
intended to identify what you do and don’t know and give you time to act 
on the results. Use online or paper tests over the holidays to help you 
identify your areas for development in next year’s revision.  

5. Make some New Year’s Resolutions: If you haven’t begun revising in 
earnest yet, sort out your own rescue package while there is still time. 
Make a resolution to do three 20-minte sessions a day from January 1st, 
put it into a revision timetable and promise to stick to it!  

 



Student Development Day 

Year 7 The World of Business and Enterprise 

During our most recent Student Development Day, 
Year 7 students focused on The World of Business and 
Enterprise! Students were asked to design, produce 
and pitch a product that could be sold during a World 
Cup match. All students participated extremely well 
and the work produced was phenomenal!   



InSight is sitting in a rock-free “hollow” - a depression 
created by a meteor impact that later filled with sand. This 
landing spot, part-planned, part-fortuitous will make it 
easier for one of its instruments, the heat-flow probe, to 
bore down 16 feet (5 meters) below the surface. 
Speculation still persists about whether Mars ever hosted 
life, and indeed whether simple life forms may still be 
present under the surface. This Mars Orbiter image was 
taken of a crater wall in the southern hemisphere of Mars 
from an altitude of 450 kilometers. It shows the exciting 
evidence of water gullies flowing downhill from the top left 
to the lower right. 
In 2015, NASA published its strategy for human exploration 
and colonization of Mars. Later that year, one of NASA’s top 
Administrators, Charles Boden reaffirmed the goal of 
sending humans to Mars.  He laid out 2030 as the date of a 
crewed surface landing.  The work being undertaken by 

On Dec 6 2018, NASA’s InSight Mars Lander sent back it’s first selfie 

from the surface of the red planet. Here it is… 

InSight and the Mars Rover mission planned for 2020 will 
pave the way for the human mission. 
Given the time-frame, today’s students can dream of a 
future where they can aspire to become one of the 
pioneering astronauts in the first wave of Mars missions.  
 
What skills will these chosen few need? 

Let’s hear the advice from this man, 

Harrison Schmitt 

 
“You may be forgiven for not knowing who he is. Mr Schmitt is 
the twelfth and last person to set foot on the Moon.  He also 
took one of the most iconic photographs of the Earth, which 
has become known as ‘The Blue Marble’. 
I would give them, their teachers and family the same advice - 
that is to provide the opportunity for their children to get the 
broadest and best education they possibly can, and 
particularly in mathematics. Mathematics is absolutely the 
language of science and engineering, and it is the language 
more and more of almost everything that is being done in the 
modern economy. Children really need to find ways to develop 
an understanding of mathematics as they would a language, 
and that’s the main advice I try to give.” 
Wishing everybody a happy holiday and a prosperous New 
Year! 
Mr Wilson, Head of Maths 

Maths at Home 



Key Stage Three  
Year 7 students have been working hard this term in 
their Oracy lessons to produce speeches to interest 
their listeners. Students are looking forward to a 
festive singalong to help them with their volume and 
projection next week.  
Year 8 students have been working on their spy skills 
creating some fantastic characters and plots.  
Year 9 students have been transported back into the 
times of the Industrial Revolution learning all about 
the famous Manchester Scuttlers and writing all about 
their interesting escapades.  
 

Key Stage Four  
Macbeth and Shakespeare has been the focus for Year 
10 this term with lots of fantastic work being 
completed on forming our own opinions, context, 
language and structure.  
Whilst Year 11 have been focusing on the skills 
needed for GCSE English Language and Literature 
papers and completing Mocks.  

 
Book Fair  
Thank you for all the support with the book fair that 
was a great success in raising £75 in books for our 
school. Hopefully, the students are enjoying their new 
literary treats. Thank you so much to Ms Lyth for 
organising it.  
Don’t forget our school LRC has lots of great reads 
that students can enjoy over the winter break.  

English Department Update 

Book Blast  
Once again the English has been blown away by the 
high standard of Book Blast projects. These projects 
have become more and more exciting; they are really 
encouraging students to enjoy a new book.  
 

Is your child struggling to find a new 
book?  
If like many students your child has outgrown the ever 
popular Diary of a Wimpy Kid or raced their way 
through Harry’s magical adventures and is looking for 
that next reading adventure, then you may want to 
visit the Book Trust what to read after webpage. This 
is a great search tool that helps readers to search for 
that next great read.  

Movie Magic  
Who doesn’t love a good movie? Many of our 
students have been enjoying lunch at film club. Mrs 
Hassal has been holding the club for all students in 
school at lunch were students have been enjoying 
festive favourite such as: Elf and The Grinch. Thank 
you so much to Mrs Hassal for holding this club.  
Don’t forget to check out Year 9’s reviews on some 
great Christmas reads and films for the Christmas 
break.  
 

Year 11 key dates  
As a revision activity that many students have 
commented have helped them in the past, 
Manchester Actors Company will be in school to 
perform Macbeth, An Inspector Calls and Jekyll and 
Hyde on:  
Thursday 21st March  
Thursday 25th April  
Thursday 9th May 
Please remember we need a donation of £3.75 to 
cover the cost of the performances.   
 

Year 11 Revision Guides  
If you have decided to take advantage of the half price 
offer on Revision Guides and have not received them 
yet please see Mrs Stone in room 20 at the start of 
lunch or let your English Teacher know.  



Student Film Review 
Fed up of festive films? Looking for a great movie to enjoy with the family? Why not try the fourth film in the 
Indiana Jones’ series: Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull? Without a doubt, this adventurous film is 
an absolute blast! This film, which stars Harrison Ford, is a brilliant way to finish of the adventures of Dr Henry 
Jones Jr and the friends he has made along the way.  
What’s it all about?  
So Indy and his British partner Mac (played by the cool Ray Winstone) have been captured by a Russian leader, 
agent Irina Spalko (played by Oscar winner Cate Blanchett). The villainous Spalko, who plans on finding a mystical 
crystal skull and if they return the skull she could get anything she wants in the world, needs the help of Dr Jones.  
Join Indy as he ventures with his new sidekick Mutt Williams (played by Transformers’ and Holes’ star Shia 
Labeouf); his old teacher Professor Harold Oxley (John Hurt) and the return of his first love Marion (Karen Allen) to 
stop the Russians from returning the skull and gaining a power beyond anything!  
Top Moment  
One of my favourite parts of the film is when Indy and his friends have been captured by the Russians and are 
traveling through the Amazon jungle using high powered jungle cutters. Indy, Mutt and Marion must find a way to 
rescue Oxley and take back the crystal skull. They must use their driving skills, RPG’s, rapiers, vine swinging skills 
and the power to hit people on the head with a crystal skull. 
This is a must see film that is sure to give you a break from singing 
Elves, dancing Santas and grumpy Grinches.  

By Kriston Chadwick 



Christmas is a busy time in the world of books, with a 
third of the book market’s annual volume being sold 
in the run-up to Christmas Day. In 2017 book sales in 
the week before Christmas were the highest for ten 
years, with £83.3 million worth of print books sold, 
according to Nielsen Bookscan UK. This year, over 540 
new titles were released on “Super Thursday”, 
traditionally the first day of the Christmas publishing 
season, with authors ranging from Sir David 
Attenborough to Jacqueline Wilson competing to 
become the Christmas No 1 in the book charts.  
The Christmas season can often be hectic and stressful 
and it can be difficult to find time to enjoy a moment 
of peace and quiet. In Iceland it is traditional for 
families to give books to each other on Christmas Eve 
and to spend the night curled up reading books and 
drinking hot chocolate. This tradition, known as 
Jolabokaflod, or “Yule Book Flood” started after the 
end of the second World War, when paper was one of 
the few commodities not rationed and people could 
afford to buy books as gifts. Since then, Iceland has 
become a nation of book lovers, with more books 
published and more books read, per head, than 
anywhere else in the world. 
There are many reasons why we like to give books as 

Starting from Monday the 17th December 
1. Borrow a gift-wrapped book from the LRC. 

2. Unwrap it at home and read it during the Christmas holidays. 

3. Fill in your details on the bookmark. 

4. Return the book and bookmark during the first week of term for a chance to win a prize. 

Open to all year groups 

Get Wrapped Up in a  

Good Book this Christmas 

gifts at Christmas. When we choose a book, we think 
about the person we are buying for and take time 
choosing something they will enjoy and cherish. There 
are literally millions of books to choose from with 
something to suit everyone: fantasy, adventure, 
romance, science-fiction, humour. There are books 
written for every hobby and interest imaginable – 
sport, music, cookery, birdwatching, trainspotting, 
extreme ironing (yes, the book really does exist!). You 
can keep a book forever and return to it many times 
over the years, finding something new and interesting 
each time you read it. Buying books need not be 
expensive. Many bookshops offer half-price deals and 
the internet provides access to discounted books 
online. Local second-hand bookshops and charity 
shops also sell good-quality books at bargain prices. If 
you are struggling to think of a last-minute gift, you 
can’t go wrong with a book! 
This Christmas season, with its dark nights and cold 
days, with the hustle and bustle of shopping, cooking 
and entertaining, why not take a leaf out of Iceland’s 
book by creating your own Jolabokaflod and make 
time to curl up on the sofa with a good book and a 
cup of hot chocolate?  



When we break for Christmas 2018, I will be taking voluntary redundancy 
from my role as ‘Community Arts Manager’ after starting at Elton High School 
in February, 2007. 
During my 11 years, it has been a true honour to fly the Community Art and 
‘Art to Heart’ flag as I have been blessed with the opportunity to pursue my 
passion of ‘taking art to the people’ for its wider social, recreational and 
therapeutic benefits outside of the traditional art establishment, especially 
with ‘Art to Heart’ - our unique intergenerational, participatory art scheme, 
which is also a charity registered to our school. 
Thousands of pupils and hundreds of care home residents and older people 
in our local community have participated and some of its key moments have 
been; a £10k lottery win in 2011, three exhibitions at formal art venues, a 
10th Birthday Party & Exhibition Event in 2015 kindly hosted by The Fusilier 
Museum, two Workshops delivered at two National School Conferences and 
invitation as guest speakers at The Creative Dementia Arts Network 
Conference in 2017. 
I have also been privileged to work with our main link primary schools, their 
pupils and staff have always been so welcoming and supportive when I have 
worked as an 'artist in residence / specialist art teacher' to deliver art 
projects for their Year 5 & 6 classes.  
Alongside this provision has been our ever popular weekly Saturday Art Class 
for art enthusiast and talented children aged 7-14. In addition, two adult 
classes ran on a weekly basis - drawing and painting taught by John Hassall 
who has since retired and art textiles taught by Lynn France for adults to 
develop their own creative talents. Each group has regularly exhibited their 
work alongside Art to Heart participants and Saturday Art Class pupils in 
annual community art exhibitions / arts award evenings. Perhaps the 'Art 
textiles' groups greatest achievements is being the Winners of the 'Inspired 
by...' exhibition of artworks created by adult learners inspired by Manchester 
Art Gallery's collections back in 2010. They also produced and sold arts and 
crafts on their own stall at the Bury Art Gallery Christmas market of the same 
year.  
I now pass on the baton to Miss Perry who will be taking on the Community 
Arts Provision in a renewed format in 2019. I’d like to express a huge thank 
you to all school staff and pupils – Elton High and partner primaries, parents, 
Community Venue Staff who have supported the Community Arts Provision 
in one way or another over the years. 
To celebrate the significant moments and achievements of Art to Heart since 
its creation in 2005, a legacy board has been created in school. 
If you’re not quite into the Christmas spirit, then these pictures of my last Art 
to Heart ‘Make a Pinecone Elf’ sessions with some sprightly Year 8 Pupils 
volunteers and with support from Miss Perry, should get you into a festive 
frame of mind!  To sum up my memories of Art to Heart, a student once told 
me that “I learnt that when you help someone out, you always get something 
back – like a feeling of goodness that goes straight to your heart!” 
 

Miss Emma Long 

Goodbye & Thank You 

from my Heart! 



Art to Heart 



If you haven’t already checked the details that we 
keep on yourself and your child/children, please could 
you follow the instructions of how to sign up to the 
SIMS Parent app (https://www.eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk/
school-information/data-protection-and-privacy-
notice/instructions-for-setting-up-sims-parent-app). 
You will have also received an email from SIMS, with 
instructions of how to sign up to their app and/or web 
portal that links directly to the school information 
management system. 
Having current medical information is essential to us 
being able to safeguard your child. If a certain medical 
condition is not available on the drop down menu, 
please email Mr Thompson and this will be added. 
Having current contact information is also essential in 
times of an emergency or where a school wide 
message requires your attention.  
Please could you also review the parental consents 
section to ensure that your child/children have the 
best possible experience at Elton. 
To learn more about the General Data Protection 

Student Personal & Medical Details 
Regulation, please visit the Information 
Commissioner’s Office website on http://ico.org.uk.  
Many thanks for your support with this. Please 
contact me (Mr Thompson – Data Protection Officer - 
thompsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk) if any further 
information is required. 

As you will be aware, there are occasions when staff may sometimes wish to photograph students as part 
of lessons, to record assessments and to record the achievements of students in sporting and various 
extra-curricular activities. We also record photographs of students on our school information system for 
student safety and security purposes and photographs may sometimes be used for school displays or 

newsletters.  We are currently updating our 
records and are keen to ensure that parental 
permission has been given as appropriate for 
these photographic images. We ask that you 
check the permissions statements 
found here and complete the form. 
In the meantime, if you wish to look at a copy 
of the Photographic Images of Children 
Guidelines, please do not hesitate to contact 
us directly at school. 
Many thanks for your support with this 
matter.  

Mr Thompson, Data Manager 

Photograph Permissions 

Next edition of The Elton Times will be emailed 

on Tuesday 15 January 2019 

https://www.eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk/school-information/data-protection-and-privacy-notice/instructions-for-setting-up-sims-parent-app
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