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Welcome to our latest edition of The Elton Times, a fortnightly bulletin for parents and carers to provide  

updates and  information regarding life at The Elton High School. 

One of the strengths of our school is the number of extra-curricular activities that are offered throughout the year and 

this has been demonstrated  through some fine example over the past couple of weeks. The half term break saw a 

number of students participate in a highly successful trip to Holland (details included in this newsletter); we also saw 

many Year 11 students participate in further Duke of Edinburgh expeditions. Whilst academic achievements are       

immensely important, it is crucial that children take the opportunity to develop their experiences outside of the    

classroom – the ability to speak confidently and have a measured understanding of the wider world is just as            

important as having good exam grades, and we ask you to continue to support your child to access some of the       

activities and experiences that we offer. 

From a school perspective we continue to look for ways to improve our performance and a key way to do this is 

through monitoring and accountability. We currently have a vacancy on our Governing Body for a Parent Governor 

and invite applications from interested candidates. We are ideally seeking an individual who has strong links with the 

local community and businesses, with a skills set that will further improve the Governing Body and will rigorously hold 

the school to account. If you are interested in applying for this role, please apply for a nomination form through the 

school website (under ‘Vacancies’  heading).  

We have a busy half term ahead and the new homework projects, which encourage students to develop independent 

study skills and routines, have now begun for Year 7. We ask for your support with these projects (further details are 

included in this newsletter and on the school website). We are aiming to roll out these projects into Year 8 and Year 9 

over the forthcoming months.  

We also have two key events taking place next week: from Monday 14th November, the school will be promoting the 

annual Anti-Bullying Week, during which we will reinforce our policies to students and hopefully gather their views so 

as to make those processes even stronger. On Thursday 17th November , we hold our annual Presentation Evening in 

which we recognise the most outstanding achievements of students from the past academic year. Our Guest Presenter 

at the event will be Mr Neil Scruton, our former Headteacher. He led this school for over twenty five years and       

transformed the fortunes of Elton High during that time. He will always be welcome in our school and is looking       

forward to presenting at the event and seeing some familiar faces!  

In the meantime, if you have any questions or concerns about any aspect of life here at Elton, please do not hesitate to 

get in touch wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 

Jonathan Wilton 

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

On October 18th and 19th we welcomed students, parents and governors into school for our  Attendance 

Awards celebrations. These awards, which started in 2003, are presented to students who achieve 100% 

(Gold), 99% (Silver) and Bronze (98%) in each school year. We also recognise  students who make 5% or more 

improvement in attendance from year to year. A number of these students will now be wearing additional 

badges on their school blazers as a consequence of this event.  

Year 11 students with their commemorative 

mugs for 3 years at 100% attendance.  

Year 9 students get improved attendance 

awards. 

Some of our current Year 11 students 

with 100% awards. 

Year 10 students with 100% awards.  

Guest presenters for these award ceremonies are always former students. This year Bradley Stone (2004-2009) 

and Adam Brogidan (2005-2010) presented the awards and also participated in a Question and Answer session 

with our current students. Both provided a wealth of excellent advice about the importance of school,                

extra-curricular involvement whilst also informing us of their respective careers, hobbies and interests.  

Entertainment was provided by two bands from Year 10 and a “Gogglebox” video featuring our students.  To  

conclude the evening, students with two or more years at 100% attendance were presented with additional 

prizes (keyrings with torches, engraved pens and special commemorative mugs). 

Adam tells students about the novel        

he is writing. 
Bradley responds to the Q & A Session. 

Year 8 ask Bradley Stone some questions as 

part of the Q & A session. 



 

 

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME 
 
Since September 2013, legislation concerning term-time holidays has changed. Previously, schools 
were allowed to grant leave for family holidays of up to 10 days per year. Now, however, 
Headteachers cannot grant any authorised absence during term-time, unless in exceptional                    
circumstances. Those circumstances are determined by the guidance provided by the Local           
Authority but essentially, term-time holidays can no longer be authorised. 
 
If your request for leave is unauthorised and you still choose to take your child out of school for a 
holiday or another reason, you may be issued with an offer to pay a fixed penalty of £60 per child 
per parent, rising to £120 per child per parent if not paid within 21 days. If the penalty is unpaid 
after 28 days, court proceedings for the offence of “truancy” can be initiated. 
 
Though one parent has successfully argued in court that his daughter's perfect school attendance 
record meant that he should not be prosecuted after a family holiday, the Government have not 
changed their stance on this issue based on this individual ruling (in October 2015) and a successful 
prosecution could lead to a criminal record, a very large fine or even jail. 
 
From September 2016 the system in Bury LA is as follows:- 

 

If a student has more than 10 days unauthorised absence (including holidays) during a specific        

period, a penalty warning notice will be issued by Bury LA. If a penalty warning notice is issued then 

parents will have an opportunity to evidence ‘regular’ school attendance in the next 15 days before 

a Penalty Notice is considered. Please remember that attendance is the key to progress and           

achievement.  

Millie Greatbanks (Year 7) has participated in competitive Freestyle 

Dance as an out of school activity since she was 7 years old. She works 

exceptionally hard, training several days a week and competing during 

most weekends. As a result of her dedication she achieved Premier        

Championship dancer status which is the highest level in her age       

category & section.  

In 2014 and 2015 Millie has qualified & competed at the World Freestyle 

Championships and on both occasions became a World Champion   

finalist in the pairs section with her partner. This year they ranked 

World Champion runners-up, competing against dancers from all over 

the world including South Africa , Norway and Iceland. 

Millie has been recognised for all her hard work and  represents two    

companies by way of sponsorship. On October 8
th

 2016 Millie was one 

of a very select number to be invited to compete in Norway where she 

reached the final in both her dance categories. Being placed 2nd in her 

fast solo & 5th in her slow solo was a fantastic achievement.  

She was also lucky enough to attend a dance workshop with a top  
Swedish dance choreographer. 
 
We are always keen to hear about the outstanding achievements of our 
students. Please share your stories with us so that we can share and 
celebrate success within our school community.  

http://www.theschoolrun.com/term-time-holidays
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-hampshire-34543101
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-hampshire-34543101


 

 

   To support all our Year 7 students with working independently, project-based homework will 

be set by one subject every half term for the remainder of the year. All student projects will be 

marked as Gold, Silver or Bronze according to the same criteria in every subject. These criteria, 

along with the project details, will be  available via the school website. The first project, which 

has a December deadline, has been set by the English Department; the details are as follows... 

BRONZE SILVER GOLD 

You have: 

 Fulfilled the brief completely and 
done everything you were asked 
to do. 

 Shown satisfactory literacy and 
numeracy skills. 

 Put in the effort which would   
normally be expected for      
homework. 

 Handed your work in on time. 

You have: 

 Shown some independence and 
originality. 

 Included some creative ideas and 
paid consistent attention to    
detail. 

 Shown good literacy and         
numeracy skills. 

 Put in a good level of effort. 
 Handed your work in on time. 

You have: 

 Developed highly refined ideas, 
produced an original project and 
worked independently. 

 Shown exceptional attention to 
detail and some flair. 

 Shown excellent literacy and nu-
meracy skills. 

 Put in excellent effort. 
 Handed your work in on time. 

Do you have a favourite book? A favourite character or person? A favourite story that has to be told? 

Well, now is your chance to ‘blast’ your book out of its pages and take it on a journey to show the world 

how fantastic it is.  

This half term, your homework will be project based and you will be expected to complete this to an       

excellent standard. The grid below shows the different levels you will be awarded for your efforts,    

achievement points are available for those who work hard.  

The deadline to hand in your completed project will be  Monday 19th December. 

YOUR CHALLENGE: the work you produce should show us WHY this book is worth reading. Don’t tell us 

why it should be read- SHOW us. Make it entertaining! It is up to you to make this book look like the best 

in the Universe. Blast that book into the imaginations of those in your class and year group. Ask your 

teacher for inspiration – Ms Ogden has examples of excellent projects from last year. 

SUGGESTED IDEAS: 

 Create a stop start Lego animation of one of the key points in the book. 

 Create a collage using images and quotes from the book to bring it to life. 

 Turn your book into another form – a poem, a documentary, a newspaper or a model. 

 Create models of characters or settings from the book. 

 Rewrite the ending or create an alternate universe for it – rewrite Winnie the Pooh as a superhero 

comic or Oliver Twist as Sci-fi. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Smart Shopping  

It’s a great feeling when you save money by shopping around and taking advantages of offers and 

deals. Like the advert, if the savings go into the hundreds of pounds you don’t just feel good, you 

feel epic! What better way to demonstrate to our children the importance of mathematics than 

to show, in money terms, the savings if you shop intelligently. 

Take the following example. Over the half-term, a plumber visited our house to quote us for a 

new bathroom and downstairs W/C. They recommended we use a particular supplier for the    

fixtures and fittings, so we went to the showroom, indicated our preferences and got a quote.  

We’d budgeted for a certain amount and their price significantly exceeded it.  Hmmm. 

We spent the next day in and out of the big DIY stores, and by doing so we saved over a thousand 

pounds, sourcing alternatives which were of the same, and in some cases, higher quality.  One 

store had a half-price deal on tiles, which ended the next day, and a further 15% off on bathroom 

supplies.  As everyone knows, convenience costs.  Yes, we spent a day of our holiday researching 

prices, but it paid off handsomely. 

I’m sure we can all think of instances where we saved a lot of money by shopping around. Annual 

car insurance, holiday deals, home improvements are obvious ones.  We might not always share 

the good news with our children, believing that they are not interested in how these decisions are 

made.  I would challenge this.  Try asking a question like ....”I renewed my car insurance today, 

how much do you think I saved?” At minimum, it is likely to impress on your children the         

monetary gains of scouting competitor offers.  It may prompt a deeper discussion about the other 

factors you need to take into account. For example, with holiday bookings: 

Choice of resort? 

Which airline? Budget or more upmarket? 

Star-rating of hotel 

Self-catering, half-board or fully inclusive? 

Holiday dates, time of the year 

Exchange rates with destination country 

Promotions/deals 

 

Parents will often ask me about which revision guides I recommend. I can point them in the       

direction of a couple, but I always add that involving their son or daughter in the everyday maths 

we do is just as important to promote their thinking and appreciation of the subject. Next time 

you save a packet on a purchase, let your children know! 

 

Mr Wilson. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Previous question: 

It takes 2 minutes for the cold water tap to fill the bath and 3 minutes for the 

hot water tap to fill the bath. If I turn both taps on, how long will it take to fill 

the bath?  

 

Solution: 

In one hour, the cold water tap can fill 30 baths.  In one hour, the hot water tap 

can fill 20 baths. Together they could fill 50 baths. Time to fill one bath = 60 ÷ 50 

= 1.2 mins = 1 minute and 12 seconds. 

A lot of entries for this challenge, and several were correct.  Lucky winners this 

time, however, are Kate Hainsworth (9N) and Joseph Hamer (7T).  Please come 

to room 14 to collect your £5 Trafford Centre vouchers! 

 

This week’s puzzle:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email your answer to Mr Wilson at wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk for a chance 

to win those vouchers.  

mailto:wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

Elton High students have been asked to enter a           

competition to design a Christmas card  

for the Mayor of Bury.  

The shortlist of pupils are as follows; 

Megan Wardle, Milly Kenyon, Natalie Fern,                   

Harriet Bentley, Annabelle Gray, Lauren Dewhurst,                  

Chloe Fisher,  Anastasia Anastassiou, Athena Gregariou 

and Kyle Fisher. 

We will keep you informed of the final winner!  

Mrs Penfold 



 

 

                 A Waterfall Of Cake 

Year 10 have made an excellent start to their Geography GCSE; they are working hard and demonstrating 

want to do well. They have also shown their creative side this month... 

Investigating how a waterfall forms is definitely more fun when cake and sweets are involved. They built 

up layers of soft rock (cake) with layers of hard rock (chocolate bourbons) and watched the water flow over 

the top (strawberry laces). Each student could then explain the steps to how a waterfall is created. Once 

they cracked the case, they were able to eat the evidence.  

The behaviour during this task was outstanding and the classes can look forward to future experiments in 

Geography. 

Student feedback: 

“I found this lesson interesting and        

exciting”. 

“I like doing the practical lessons as it 

helps me picture how the geography 

works”. 

On Friday 28th October, our Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh students          

continued their skill competencies by undertaking their practice          

expedition. Leaving school in the morning, the students put into practice 

their bag packing, map reading, hiking and navigation skills. 

The rucksacks were clearly very heavy containing tents, sleeping bags, 

roll mats, trangias, clothing and food. 

Arriving at Ashworth Valley camp site, the students then had to           

construct their tents and cook a hot meal before spending a night under 

the stars! 

The weather was mainly fine, but a light rain was present throughout 

the night which didn't dampen spirits, but certainly dampened tents, 

clothing and boots. 

The following morning, students again had to prepare a hot breakfast 

before packing away all their equipment prior to hiking back to Burrs 

Country Park. 

The final expedition will be held in April, but in the meantime students 

will continue with the volunteering, physical and skills section of the 

award. 



 

 

On Thursday 20th October, 43 students left Elton by executive 

coach and travelled to Holland. 

After a banquet fit for a king and a night in a luxury cabin on the 

overnight ferry from Hull to Rotterdam, the students' first day was 

extremely emotional following a visit to Kamp Vught, which is the 

site of a former Nazi forced labour camp.  

As well as the buildings and reconstructed watch towers , there are 

memorials to people who died at the camp and to the children 

who were transported en masse only , to be killed. 

The students then travelled to Oosterbeek to visit the War        

Cemetery –as one would expect, another  very emotional site. It 

was truly sad to read the ages of each of these brave young         

soldiers. To add a further emotional dimension, many of our       

students share surnames with some of the fallen and stood by 

their graves. 

A brief visit to Arnhem followed which included seeing the John 

Frost Bridge and a presentation in the Museum. 

The following day involved a visit to the Royal Burgers' Zoo at       

Arnhem. The atmosphere provided by the planting and layout was 

relaxing and natural; the enclosures were excellent due to the   

separation planting; the rainforest and desert and safari were    

fantastic. The visit provided some welcome respite following the 

emotional visits to the Concentration Camp and the Cemetery. 

On Saturday, students visited the NEMO Science museum and were 

hands-on with exhibits which  included Energy, Forces and Space. 

There were also interesting displays of genetics and reproduction! 

Lunch was eaten on the roof terrace where magnificent views of 

Amsterdam could be enjoyed. 

The highlight of the trip for many was the visit to Anne Frank 

House. From the time we entered the museum until we left, one 

could feel the presence of Anne Frank and her family. The 

tour took us into the ground floor factory then into the secret    

annexe. We went behind the bookcase into the attic where Anne 

and her family were in hiding for two years. Pages of her diary 

were on display. 

On Sunday the students headed home and after dancing the night 

away on the ferry, arrived back at school on Monday exhausted. 

This was a truly wonderful trip which was informative, emotional 

and which will be memorable for years to come. 

Mr Collier 

Combined Religious Studies and Science Tour to the Netherlands 



 

 

Students involved in extra curricular music activities are preparing for 

our annual Carol Service which is on Tuesday 13th December.  It's not 

too late for new members to join Choir and Guitar Club so that they too 

can be involved. Choir practice is every Thursday 3:00pm until 4:00pm 

and Guitar Club is every Tuesday at the same time. 

New music clubs that begin this half term are the Ukulele Group and 

Garage Band Club.  Numbers are limited so see Mr Woolliscroft or Mrs 

Stopford if you would like to be involved. 



 

 

A huge thank you to all our staff and students for their contributions 
to the raffle. Congratulations to our lucky winners: Mrs Penfold, Ellie 
Carter, Michael the caretaker, Miss Plumbley, Katie Hall, Kirsty 
Wragg, Athena Gregoriou and Matthew Allwood.  
 
Watch out for some incredible ‘Children in Need’ chocolate prizes in 
the coming weeks. Prepare to be amazed! 
 

Halloween has proven to be very successful for our current       
fundraising campaign. Due to the ‘Spook’tacular chocolate prizes, 

donated by Alex Fletcher and family, we were able to raise 
£172.70, which will go towards some outdoor seating benches.  

Thank you once again for your                           
continuous support. 

Mrs Turbill  Learning Co-ordinator Year 11 



 

 

Our Year 11 netball team competed in the Bury schools Year 11 Netball Rally last week and had a 

great time! We came up against Bury Church in our first game and played amazingly,  drawing  9-9. 

We then played Bury Grammar School and we were expecting the worst,  but had a great game, 

losing to marginal defeat. We then played against St Monica’s, who are another strong side,  but 

we lost only 2-4. Next we were up against St Gabriel ‘s and stormed away with a 8-2 win!! We then 

played  Woodhey - a force to be reckoned with - and lost 8-0. All in all , a great pre season rally and 

the students were a real credit to our school. Well done girls and thank you to the parents that 

were able to come and support us. 

Congratulations to the U15 girls’ football team as they knock   

another school out of the English Schools Cup. The girls, with a 

few players missing from the squad, still managed to beat     

Clitheroe Royal Grammar School 3-0 away from home. A          

fantastic team performance, brilliant attitude and—as always— 

the highest level of conduct both on and off the pitch.  

A well deserved victory to the Elton girls. 



 

 

The next edition of The Elton Times will be emailed on 

21st November 2016. 

Year 9 have been learning about e-safety.  One of the areas we are looking at this week are     

passwords.  Smart and safe passwords have the following characteristics:  

1) Have at least eight characters. 

2) Use a combination of letters, numbers, and symbols—These are harder to crack than regular 

words because there are more combinations to try.  

3) Aren’t easy for other people to guess! such as their nickname or their pet’s name.  

4) Isn't  a word in the dictionary . Hackers use programs that will try every word in the dictionary 

to guess passwords. 

5). Passwords should NOT have private information in them, such as your full name (first and 

last), date of birth, mother’s maiden name, street address, school name or address, credit card 

number or phone number.—Identity thieves can use this information to pretend to be them.  

AVOID using passwords using common words e.g. password, 1234, “let me in” and qwerty. 

Try using the first initials of a song. For example, Twinkle twinkle little star, how I wonder what 

you are,  could become 

Ttl*hiwwya or ttl*hiwwUR  

Letters could also become numbers 

Ttl5hiwwUR 

These examples could take a computer years to crack. Just in time for you to change your                                 

password again! 

  Mrs Gagne 


