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17th July 2018 

This final newsletter of the year covers details of the many events that have taken place in the final stages of this 
term and is perhaps our biggest ever issue.  The wide range of activities are a clear demonstration of our school's 
focus to provide support and enjoyment to the students in all levels of school life - both inside and outside the   
classroom. This is a major element in our school's success and we can again reflect on an excellent year for Elton 
High. Many of you will have read the recent report in the MEN highlighting our award as the best high school in Bury 
for the second year running. The article can be found through this link and was based on a range of criteria in which 
we again achieved a five star overall rating. It is just reward and recognition for the superb efforts of our students 
and our staff.   

We recognise that in a position such as ours we cannot afford to be complacent and must continue to develop the 
school and reinforce these standards. Part of this includes a focus for students to avoid a 'summer dip' - while it is 
important that they have a good break and recharge their batteries, there are details in this newsletter about the 
weekly emailed work from core subjects which requires the year 10 students to keep in touch with aspects of their 
learning. The intention is for this year group to return to school in September hitting the ground running, so that they 
can quickly get into the routine of their final year's learning and we thank parents/carers for your support in ensuring 
that the  weekly tasks are completed over the coming weeks.   

With regard the return to school in September, the following arrangements have been made for the start of the new 
term.  

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, we do recognise that for our school to perform at it's current level we are fortunate to have the support of 
parents and carers. The support that you provide by communicating with us on a regular basis, checking the        
students' uniform, equipment and homework, and buying into our culture of high expectations, has been crucial in 
helping us to attain the highest standards. We look forward to working with you closely over next year so that we 
can continue to provide the best possible experience for the students. We hope that you have a lovely summer 
break and, as ever, if you do need to contact me directly then please write to wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

Jonathan Wilton 

 

 

-The first day of the new term is Tuesday 4th September. 
-Year 7 students, Peer Mentors (approximately thirty Year 10 students) and Prefects (approximately ninety 
Year 11 students) are expected to start at the normal time of 8.45am. 
-On that first day all other year groups and students are asked to come in at the slightly later time of 11am.  
-All students in Years 7 to 10 are to wear the new uniform, while Year 11 still have the option of wearing the 
older    uniform if they wish.  
- After the first day, all students then attend school from Wednesday 5th September at the usual time of 
8.45am.  

These details will be put on the website and a reminder will be sent to all parents at the start of September. I have 
also included the key dates for next year within this newsletter, highlighting Parents' Evenings, Guidance Evenings 
and other relevant events where we welcome your attendance.   

As we reach the end of this year I would also like to take this opportunity to recognise the excellent work and       
support of those staff who are leaving us this summer. Our SENCO, Mrs Barlow, and SEN teacher, Mr Woollan, have 
both been with us for many years and have provided superb support for thousands of students over a long period of 
time. Mrs Parker, who has been on  sabbatical for the past year, has confirmed that she will be leaving and again, has 
been an outstanding teacher in the Art Department. Mr Heaton is leaving his role as IT technician after 5 years of 
excellent support, and we also wish Mrs Holt every success as she moves to a Maths teaching position in another 
school. Dr Redwood is also leaving the Science Department for a year's sabbatical work and we wish her every      
success. All of these staff will be missed by so many people and they have played a big part in our school's              
development in recent times.   

https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/local-news/the-elton-high-school-7540047
mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 students have made a flying start to their GCSE courses this year, and to keep their 

studies airborne over the summer, teachers in key subjects will be providing resources for   

holiday work. 

Since we recommend the “little and often” approach to studying independently, teachers in 

English, Maths and Science will send work home via email once a week. 

Study tasks will be emailed to students and parents and carers each Sunday at 5pm, and we 

would ask families to discuss how students might organise their time so that tasks are       

completed conveniently. 

We are also aware that the holidays provide an important opportunity for relaxation and for 

time with friends and family, and so the length of time for which students are expected to 

study will be limited. It is particularly important that year 10 also take plenty of time to enjoy 

the holidays to their full advantage, since year 11 will focus on final exam preparation. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mock exams will take place in October next year for the incoming year 11 students. These will 

provide an important preparatory experience for the real GCSE exams in Spring next year. 

To support students and families in preparing for these, an information evening will be held at 

6pm on Monday 10th September. Detailed information about what to expect from school, 

how to revise and how to identify and manage exam-related stress will be available, along 

with hands-on workshops in English, Maths and Science. 



 

 

       

 

 

 

 
 

 

       

OUT WITH THE OLD! 

DONATE OLD UNIFORM TO RAISE FUNDS FOR SCHOOL 

As we look forward to starting a new year with a new uniform, we are appealing to families 

to donate old clothes to raise money for school equipment. 

On Friday 20th July to mark the end of term and the end of an era of navy blue, students can 

donate old uniform items (with the exception of branded items such as blazers and ties) in 

return for the chance to wear their own clothes. 

Students and their families will also be able to donate other items of unwanted clothing, 

which will add to the total raised for the school. 

The unwanted items will be taken by VPR Clothing to be re-used abroad, mainly in African 

countries, so as well as making money for school, students will be avoiding unnecessary 

waste and providing useful clothing for students who may not be able to afford new 

garments. 

Unfortunately, blazers, ties and branded PE kit cannot be donated because of the school 

branding. The advice we have received is that these can be recycled at Household Waste 

Recycling Centres. 

All items should be brought to school in bags, and students donating any items, whether 

uniform or not, may wear their own clothes for the day. We would like to thank families in 

advance for supporting school with their donations. 

 

DONATE: PLEASE DO NOT BRING: 

Clothes (children’s and adults’) 
Shoes 
Trainers 
Shoes 
Handbags 
Belts 
Swimwear 
Sleepwear 
Bras 

School-branded blazers or ties 
Socks 
Underwear 
Stained or ripped items 

 



 

 

Science Enrichment Summer Term 

Energy Quest—Year 7 

On Friday 22nd June, over 130  Year 7 students got the opportunity to take part in 

an energy quest.  They learnt about engineering and were tasked with designing 

and making electric cars to make it travel as far as possible! 



 

 

MARs Quest 
MARSBalloon is an exciting project for UK school       

students to carry out Mars science experiments      

without having to put on a spacesuit! 

The balloon carries 100 student experiments to an    

altitude of 30km, more than twice the height of       

commercial airliners, where they will are above 99% of 

Earth’s atmosphere. Along the way they experience conditions very similar to the surface of Mars 

including temperatures of -50°C, pressures 1/100th that of 

sea level and an increased radiation dose. 

Students from Elton High School Science club (Harry Burgess, 

Nina Jones, Josh Calvert, Luca Kneale, Emily Schofield, Erin 

O'Donnell and Amara Usman) sent three experiments 

which launched on the 19th June.  We were able to track 

our experiments as they travelled up into the atmosphere 

and then descended and got stuck in a tree!  When our     

experiment pods return we will be able to complete our 

testing. 

 

Follow the mission at: https://twitter.com/

futuremartianUK https://www.thalesgroup.com/en/



 

 

Holy Cross Challenge Day 
On Monday 9th July, twelve Year 8 students were invited to take part in a Science 

Challenge Day at Holy Cross College.  During the day, the children took part in    

various challenges in teams of four consisting of  students from two different 

schools.  Students were judged on their performance, planning and                     

communication for each challenge.  All of our students demonstrated excellent 

communication skills, determination and resilience.  Additionally, Jay Cook and 

Joe Hamer managed to win the vehicle challenge with their team! 

 



 

 

 

We have had an excellent time at Science Club this year, making 

fireworks, chip pan fires and entering the copper alliance poster 

competition to name but a few of our projects. 

To celebrate the last Science Club of the year we set off some 

coke and Mentos fountains and had a party! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further to this, thanks to the following students who were      

excellent ambassadors whilst leading demonstrations for Year 6 

students at Elton Primary on July 5th:  Ansbin Rashid, Nina 

Jones, Luca Kneale, Ammara Usman, Emily Schofield, Erin 

O'Donnell, Harry Burgess, Ruby Chapman, Josh Calvert and   

Ben O'Brien. 



 

 



 

 

All our Year 7 students recently participated in the ‘Race for the Line’ competition.  This was run by the 
Bloodhound Project in association with the RAF and British Army, aiming to encourage pupils to work in 
teams to develop a rocket car powered by a small solid fuel rocket motor. 

The competition had three stages, which incorporated all schools from over the country, eighty        
thousand participants and over sixteen thousand teams. Stage one and stage two were hosted in  our 
school and Fulwood Barracks in Preston. The winners from each stage would compete against each    
other in the national finals hosted at RAF Wittering (Peterborough).  
 
The Bloodhound Project visited The Elton High School in late March 2018. Our Year 7 pupils had a “blast” 
working in teams to create their own rocket cars. After spending time on two Student Development 
Days designing and building their rocket cars from styrofoam, the teams programmed a BBC micro:bit 
mini-computer to capture real-time data from testing their rocket cars. They then downloaded and    
analysed the data to inform adaptations to their designs, ready to race their cars against those of other 
Elton teams. The pupils learned about computer programming, car engineering and science principles 
such as aerodynamics, down force, and friction issues, then maths principles including the calculation of 
average speeds and distance travelled. 



 

 

The top team from Elton named their car ‘Elton 31’ (Erin O’Donnell, Emily Marsden, Eric Shaw and  
Jacob Howarth) and raced their car against others built by young people in schools from across the 
north west at Fulwood Barracks  on Tuesday 15th May.   They beat all other rivals, winning the         
competition for the fastest rocket car with an impressive speed of 77.7mph (28.8ms). 

Representing  Elton High for Lancashire region at the national finals at RAF Wittering, team ‘Elton 31’ 
made further adaptions to their car, such as modifying it’s wheels and focusing on the main body of 
the car. They built and launched another rocket car (within an hour) to compete against the other sixty 
teams from schools across the country. ‘Elton 31’ came 12th out of sixty schools with an actual speed 
of 55.4 mph (40.4ms). The winning car achieved an actual speed of 66.1mph. Everyone involved were 
very proud of ‘Elton 31’. The amount of preparation,  hours of engineering and practice they put in was 
extremely impressive.  

Her Royal Highness the Countess of Wessex was RAF Wittering’s Honorary Air Commodore and she met 
with Team Elton and watched the final races. 



 

 

Between races the students were treated to a series of static aircraft displays and air displays, beginning 
with the Grob Tutor piloted by RAF Wittering’s Flight Lieutenant Andy Sell. Then in a cloudless sky a 
Spitfire,  RAF Typhoon and the Red Arrows gave the students a series of breath-taking aerobatic          
manoeuvres.   
 
Celebrating 100 years for the RAF—Wing Commander Craig Watson said: “Today we’re very privileged 
to be hosting the final of Race for the Line. STEM is really core to the RAF,.  Innovation and science have 
been a huge part of everything we’ve achieved over the last hundred years. By making science and     
engineering accessible, and by inspiring them, children can see brilliant possibilities for their futures.”  
We hope ‘Race for the Line’ competition has inspired many of our Year 7 students to take up Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) subjects in the near future and possibly develop careers in 
these areas. 



 

 

 

Ideas for Summer Days Out - What's on? 

 

MOSI - Museum of Science & Industry  (Distance: 9 miles) 

https://www.msimanchester.org.uk/ 

‘Baby’ and the birth of modern computing. Think about the history of computing, and the moments that spring to 

mind are likely to be Turing’s work cracking the Enigma machine, Babbage’s difference engine or Steve Jobs’                 

revolutionary work in Silicon Valley. But one major milestone in computing often tends to be overlooked—and it 

took place right here in Manchester. The Small Scale Experimental Machine, nicknamed 'Baby', was the world’s first 

stored-program computer. This computer was the first step to the world that we know today, as even modern   

computers build upon Baby’s basic principles. 

 

A History of Gaming. Power UP is back for 2018 showcasing the history and development of gaming over the past 40 

years.  There are over 160 consoles on offer, so you will get a chance to play some of the most popular video games 

from the from Pong and Pacman to Minecraft and Mario. 

 

Virtual Reality Space Descent with Tim Peake 

Ever wanted to fly through space and pilot a capsule back home?  

Join British astronaut and narrator Tim Peake on the out-of-this-world virtual reality mission that puts you in the 

pilot's seat of a Soyuz capsule. Using the latest state-of-the-art Samsung Gear VR technology, you’ll get a 360° look 

inside the capsule and experience the thrill of retracing Tim's 400km journey as you land safely back on Earth. 

 

Fly 360 

Have you ever wanted to fly your own jet? Then take the controls on Fly 360, a hands-on flight simulator. Pitch and 

roll as though you were really flying, get your adrenaline flowing and perform your own aerobatic display complete 

with barrel rolls that take you all the way around. 

 

Red Arrows Flight Simulator 

Take to the skies and experience life in the cockpit of a Red Arrows aircraft in a realistic flight simulator. Discover 

the thrill of flying with the RAF Red Arrows during one of its sensational aerobatic displays—You will see and feel for 

yourself what it's like in the cockpit as the 'Reds' fly in amazing close formation and solo manoeuvres. 

        Jodrell Bank Discovery Centre, Cheshire (Distance: 36 miles) 

http://www.jodrellbank.net/ 

Bluedot Festival -  “A boundary-breaking blend of science, music, and technology” The Guardian 

This award-winning festival of discovery is set to return to Jodrell Bank on 19-22 July 2018. Set against a backdrop 

of the iconic Lovell Telescope, Bluedot combines live music with a ground-breaking programme of live science    

experiments, expert talks and immersive artworks. Music headline acts for 2018 include The Chemical Brothers, The 

Flaming Lips and Future Islands amongst many others. Weekend or day tickets are available. 

https://www.msimanchester.org.uk/
http://www.jodrellbank.net/


 

 

Don't also forget the following… 

 

Magna Science Adventure Centre in Rotherham (Distance: 52 miles) 

https://www.visitmagna.co.uk/ 

Catalyst Science Centre, Widnes (Distance: 34 miles) 

http://www.catalyst.org.uk/ 

Escape Rooms 

Following on from the last Maths At Home article, which described a visit by Year 

10 students to an Escape Room activity in Manchester, here is a list of the Escape 

Rooms in Manchester, Bury, Bolton and Preston 

 

 

 

Have a great Summer!   

 

Mr Wilson 

http://www.theescaperoom.co.uk/ Escape Room Manchester 
1-7 Chapel St, M3 7NJ 

https://breakoutmanchester.com/ Breakout Manchester 

Town Hall: 14a Brazennose Street,, M2 6LW 

Breakout High Street: 36 High Street, M4 1QB 

https://cluehq.co.uk/manchester/ Clue HQ Manchester 
4 Sheffield Street, 
M1 2ND 

https://lucardo.com/ Lucardo Escape Rooms, 

Manchester, 5-7 Great Ancoats Street, M4 5AD 

http://www.lockinescape.co.uk/ 2nd Floor, 19-21 George Street, Manchester,  M1 
4HE 

http://trappedin.co.uk/ Trapped In, Carne House, 16 Parsons Lane, Bury BL9 
0JT 

https://noexitrooms.co.uk/ No Exit, First Floor, 95-101 Bark Street, Bolton BL1 
2AX 

http://www.theescaperoom.co.uk/Preston-Mobile/ Escape Room Preston, 

1 Aqueduct Mill, Aqueduct Street, Preston, PR1 7JN 

https://www.visitmagna.co.uk/
http://www.catalyst.org.uk/
http://www.theescaperoom.co.uk/
https://breakoutmanchester.com/
https://cluehq.co.uk/manchester/
https://lucardo.com/
http://www.lockinescape.co.uk/
http://trappedin.co.uk/
https://noexitrooms.co.uk/
http://www.theescaperoom.co.uk/Preston-Mobile/


 

 

Maths Scavenger Hunt! 

 

 

 

 

Over the past few weeks, 7W1’s Maths Homework was a scavenger hunt with a Maths 

twist. They had to collect items from the “outside world” that had some relevance to 

Maths. For example, something showing a Natural Fractal, two trees 5 metres apart*,  

and a Fibonacci Number. 

*this caused some issues amongst some (who will remain nameless) who asked Miss 

Pickles, “how do I bring the trees to school?” 

Below are some of the items brought in below – they were very impressive! Thank you to 

all parents who assisted them in this homework, Eric Shaw’s very complicated equation 

proving rotational symmetry was very impressive!!! 



 

 

Mathemagicians Challenge Winner: Our final winner of the 

year is Luke Bunting. Please come and collect your voucher 

from Room 18!!! 

If you spot any puzzles you would like to put to the      

pupils (and parents) of Elton High next year over the     

summer, please forward them to 

matherj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

 

Have a fantastic Summer!! 

 

mailto:matherj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

Year 7 students have been working for the past six weeks on a 3D project creating 
models using recycled materials. The results have been amazing and a special 
thank you to all the parents for their support (and apologies for any mess made at 
home).  Students were given Gold, Silver or Bronze certificates for their efforts.  

 



 

 

Year 8 students have been working in school on creating 
architectural buildings of all kinds of shapes and sizes. 
The results are superb with highly detailed construction 
pieces.  

 



 

 

 

We have been delighted to welcome three Spanish students to Elton for the    
final three weeks of the summer term. Cristina, Laura and Jaime, who are all 
from Madrid,  have been attending lessons with their "buddies" and have been 
a given a great welcome by all of our students. Elton students have  been able to 
practise their language skills on our visitors and have been  finding out all about 
their lives in Spain. The Spanish students, along with their  "buddies", are       
pictured here at a local restaurant enjoying a group pizza and pasta evening.  



 

 

In September The Elton Blog will be going live with it's very first blog post.          
In order to keep the content exciting and relevant I need a team of bloggers!  

As an Elton Blogger you'll get the chance to write about topics you believe are 
important to young people today. The club will meet once or twice a month 
after school to discuss and generate ideas for blog posts as well as discussing 

how to create quality content.  

If you want to get involved, show your interest by emailing me 
at hughesc@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk with a topic you would want to blog about 
along with your full name and form. This is open to all year groups and I am     

excited to see who wants to get involved.   

Miss C Hughes  

mailto:hughesc@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

Congratulations to Elton’s three athletics teams who competed 
in the Bury Schools Athletic Championship 2018.  

Students were successful in reaching even more finals than in 
the past few years. 

 A special mention to the Year 8 and 9 girls team, who were the 
highest placed Elton team of the Championships.   



 

 

A super performance from Elton’s Year 7     
Rounders team.  They went on to beat Bury 
Grammar to become runners up in the Bury 

Schools Rounders rally.   



 

 

Westbury Sports Club Wolves U13s (Under 14s in 2018/19) are looking to add 
players to their squad for next Season. 

We previously played our football in the North Bury Junior Football League 
where we were crowned U12 Division 1 Champions and then successfully         
retained our Championship status this past Season. We will be playing our  
football in the Bolton & Bury District Football League for our U14s campaign. 

We are a friendly Team with FA Qualified Coaches and an emphasis very much 
on having fun whilst playing attractive football (or trying to!!!). Our Team is 
well established with 7 of our boys already having played well over 100 games 
each, many being with us since the age of 6 or younger. We do however have 
quite a thread bear squad with only 12 outfield players and 2 goalkeepers. 
We’re looking to add two or three outfield players for the upcoming Season. 

We play our football at the Barracks, Bexley Drive, Bury, BL8 2XD and train on 
Tuesday evenings between 18:30 – 20:00. 

If you are interested then please contact Mark Temple on 07561 167958 or 
at westburywolves@gmail.com so that we can make the necessary                    
arrangements. 

 

mailto:westburywolves@gmail.com


 

 



 

 



 

 

Next term’s first edition of The Elton Times 

will be emailed on Tuesday 18th September 

2018. 

Wednesday 26th September 2018 Attendance Awards - 18.00 

Wednesday 3rd October 2018 Open Day 9:00—12:30 

Thursday 4th October 2018 

 

Open Day 9:00—12 :30 

Open Evening   17:30—19:30 

Monday 8th October 2018 Year 11 Parent Guidance Meeting—18:00 

Wednesday 17th October 2018 Year 7 Meet the Tutor Evening—16:30—18:00 

Year 7 Parent Guidance Meeting 

Thursday 8th November 2018 Year 11 Parents’ Evening  - 16:30—19:00 

Thursday 15th November 2018 Presentation Evening 2018 

Thursday 29th November 2018 Year 9 Parents’ Evening—16:30—19:00 

Tuesday 4th December 2018 Previous Year 11 Presentation Evening—18:00 

Thursday 20th December 2018 Carol Service in Main Hall—18:00 

Thursday 10th January 2019 Year 10 Parents’ Evening—16:30—19:00 

Year 10 Parent Guidance Evening 

Thursday 31st January 2019 Year 9 Options’ Evening—18:00 

Thursday 21st march 2019 Year 8 Parents’ Evening—16:30—19:00 

Thursday 25th April 2019 Year 7 Parents’ Evening—16:30—19:00 

Thursday 20th  June 2019 Evening for New Students & Parents—17:30 & 19:00 

Thursday 11th July 2019 Sports Award Evening—18:00 


