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As we arrive at the final few weeks of the school year there are a number of events taking place that invite 

students and staff to look back over the year or number of years.  The Year 11 Leavers’ Prom, Gold Award 

Assemblies and Sports Award Evening all take place in these final weeks and will be featured in future issues 

of this newsletter.  These will provide opportunities to celebrate success and review achievements that have 

taken place and this is a useful process that helps to support further personal improvement. 

 

One individual who was recently in the news reviewing his own achievements and special moments was a 

gentleman called Bob Weighton.  He was being interviewed as Britain’s oldest man, having   celebrated his 

110th birthday at the end of March.  Weighton was born in 1908 as one of seven children.  His earliest 

memory was from when he was five, in 1913, and he had mumps.  The following year, after the start of 

World War One, he remembers watching fires caused by Zeppelin raids from his bedroom window.  He 

trained as an engineer and spent some of his working life in Japan and the USA returning to the UK to work 

in London, before retiring in 1973. 

In reviewing his life so far, Weighton says that one point he has learned 

is the principle of being tolerant and accepting of other people.  ‘I have a son who 

married a Swede and a daughter who married a German.  I’m an internationalist but I’ve not lost my pride 

in being a Yorkshire man or British.  I’ve lived in different countries and always felt I was at one with the 

people there.  You can make as good a friend with a German or an Argentinian as you can with the man 

next door’. 

Weighton’s family (ten grandchildren and twenty-five great grandchildren) threw a   party to celebrate his 

birthday but he played down the significance.  ‘People talk about reaching 110 being an achievement, but 

an achievement is something that wouldn’t happen without effort.  All I’ve got to do is sit in a chair’. 

 

The achievement of all our students will be highlighted in the final issue of the Elton Times in a fortnight’s 

time.  There will also be details regarding plans for the last days of this term and arrangements for the new 

school term in September.  In the meantime, we appreciate your continued support in ensuring that the 

students remain smart,  focused and motivated for these final weeks.  As ever, if you have any queries or 

questions about any element of school life, please feel free to contact me directly at   

wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

 

Mr J Wilton 



 

 

 

 

PROM 2018 

Our Year 11 Prom took place on Friday 29th June at The Last Drop Village Hotel. Students looked 

very smart in their attire as they arrived in a variety of vehicles including sports cars, limousines 

and a fire engine. Following their ‘red carpet arrival,’ they enjoyed mocktails and a three-course 

meal.  

During the evening, staff nominated students for a number of awards. Mohat Ahmed Abdinisar 

and Melissa Gregory were awarded Prom King and Prom Queen. The newly-crowned pair shared 

the first dance together before being joined by staff and students late into the evening.  

The evening was a great success and thoroughly enjoyed by all. The next time we will see Year 11 

will be on results day and we wish them all the very best of luck.  



 

 

Award-Winning Journalist Visits 

 The Elton High School. 

 

Emma is International Affairs Correspondent for the Observer and Guardian newspapers. She studied 

mandarin Chinese at university and started her career translating newspapers in Beijing before becoming 

a journalist, where she reported on the Tibetan uprising as well as the devastating earthquake in 2008 

that killed around 90,000 people. Emma lived and worked in Afghanistan for four years, reporting from 

Taliban controlled districts and working alongside NATO soldiers in dangerous and volatile environments. 

She has also worked as a sports journalist in Spain, reporting on La Liga football and is a fluent Spanish 

speaker.  

More recently, Emma was one of the few western journalists to visit North Korea and witness the              

dismantling of its nuclear weapons site and she has just returned from Saudi Arabia where she reported 

on the historic lifting of the ban on women driving. Emma has recently won the Foreign Reporter of the 

Year award at the prestigious UK Press Awards.  

Emma was invited to visit The Elton High School through the Speakers For Schools charity, which helps 

state schools inspire their students and broaden horizons through free talks from the UK’s leading figures 

across government, business, sport, technology, science and the arts. 

On Tuesday 26th June the journalist Emma Graham-Harrison visited school to give a talk 

to Year 9 students.  

“She spoke strongly and passionately”  

“She was very open about her work and inspired 

me a lot”. 



 

 

 

“She motivated me to follow my 

dreams.” 

The whole of Year 9 attended a fascinating talk by Emma, where she described the female journalists who 

have influenced her, including Clare Hollingworth who was the first journalist to report the outbreak of the 

Second World War; Martha Gellhorn, a distinguished war correspondent who is best known for her reports 

on the D Day Landings and Ida B. Wells, an African-American journalist and activist born into slavery who 

led an anti-lynching crusade in the United States in the 1890s. Emma then talked about living and working 

in conflict zones and how she tries to bring a more human element to her stories. Finally, she discussed the 

rise of Fake News in the media and the effect this can have on events. She stressed the importance of not 

believing everything we read and how we should check facts and use reliable sources of information. 

A very engaging question and answer session followed Emma’s talk, giving students the opportunity to find 

out about her life and career in more detail. Students were impressed with the honesty and openness with 

which she answered their questions and her willingness to share her experiences of working in so many 

different countries. 

During lunch time students were able to meet Emma in person for an informal chat, which was followed by 

a very inspiring session with a small group of Year 10 students who are interested in becoming journalists 

or using foreign languages in their career.  

Emma said she thoroughly enjoyed her time at The Elton High School and that it was a pleasure to meet our 

students and staff. 

“I like how she mentioned who 

inspired her, 

as it inspired me.” 



 

 

 

Maths At Home - Escape Room trip 

 

On 20 June, a group of 20 Year 10 students visited an Escape Room activity organised by Manchester 

University in the centre of Manchester.  Its aim: to develop students’ mathematical, problem solving 

and teamwork skills. Our students were given a variety of hands-on tasks requiring a cool head and 

logical approach. Some marvellous leadership and communication skills were in evidence, and our 

teams succeeded in most of the tasks which were certainly challenging. The feedback from our        

students was that they really enjoyed this event and would recommend this to be done again in the 

future.  It was particularly pleasing to hear that the organisers considered our students to be amongst 

the most polite and friendly they have received for the event. 

 

Watching as a Maths teacher, it was clear that succeeding in the Krypton Factor/Crystal Maze type-

tasks helped to build mathematical confidence, and uncover the collaborative problem-solving and 

critical thinking skills needed both in GCSE and further education.  

The favourite activity was the Maths dance-floor.  The dance-floor was split into different coloured 

squares, each performing a different mathematical operation when stood upon. 

The team had to coordinate their efforts to achieve a target number. I was asked whether  

we could install such a floor in the maths classrooms - nice thought, if not exactly practicable! 

 

 



 

 

 

This week’s challenge is a simple one. 

Email me, or come see me in Room 18 and 

give me a 3 digit number. 

Only problem is, you cannot have the same as 

anyone else, nor can it be an even number or a 

multiple of 5. 

Highest UNIQUE number wins. 

Come to Room 18 to tell me your number, or 

email me at matherj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

mailto:matherj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

 

Last week  saw our most recent Student Development Day which included a full range of different 

learning activities and tasks for the students. 

Year 7 spent the day focussed on Disability Awareness, including an input from external speakers who 

praised the students for their responses and input.   

Year 8 completed a range of activities regarding Cultural Diversity, including aboriginal art and consid-

eration of what makes Britain “Great”. 

Year 9  were all  involved in work shadow placements, while Year 10 did some fantastic preparation 

work on their CVs/Personal Statements, as well as separate learning sessions on Drugs/Alcohol 

Awareness. 

The feedback that we received from staff and students was very positive and we look forward to the 

next SDD in the early part of next term. 



 

 

  

The school will be installing secure lockers over the summer holidays in preparation for 
the new academic year.  We have not had lockers before and the installation is in           
response to parents / students requesting somewhere to store belongings, PE kits and 
coats etc.  
  
The management and rental of the lockers will be directly with the company 
www.locker.rentals.  The cost will be £18 per academic year and payments will be made  
on-line. The school will have no involvement with the rental, but we will have an       
emergency key so that students can access belongings if they forget their code.  

The web link is open from Wednesday 4th July.  

There will be a limited number of lockers available initially and rental will be on a first 
come, first served basis.  Depending on the demand, the numbers will be increased to  
accommodate up to a maximum of 600 lockers.  (Sharing a locker may be a good idea for 
siblings!). 
 

http://www.locker.rentals/


 

 



 

 

 

 

 

We have two fitting evenings coming up where 

parents and students can come into school and 

view the new Elton PE kit and have a look at sizes. 

These evenings take place on the 16th and 18th 

July 5-7pm.   

Elton High - New PE Kit 

 



 

 

Well done to Elton’s U13s Cricket team who played their first game at     
Woodbank Cricket Club.  

The team came together after only a few practise matches to play some 
good cricket against Bury Church.  

A special mention to Ashleigh who debuted for the school team and was 
the only girl in the side.  Well done!   



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

This term’s final edition of The Elton Times 

will be emailed on Tuesday 17th July 2018. 

“Well done and thank you to AJ Goral, his family and other members of the       
local community, who immediately rushed to help at the scene of a car accident. 
They  reassured all of those involved and provided help until an ambulance      
arrived, staying and offering their support whilst medical staff cared for those  
involved. 

I was very proud of his brave, calm and proactive attitude at a distressing scene 
and he demonstrated The Elton High School values of citizenship and caring 
for others and our community in the best way.” 

AJ and his friends have been rewarded in school and enjoyed a complimentary 
breakfast in the Headteacher’s office. 

Mrs C Taylor 


