
 

 

The Elton Times 
Newsletter No  35 

5th June 2018 

 

The recent half term holiday provided a welcome break for many students and staff, though for Year 11 
students the revision and exam preparation has continued and the school was open for most of that 
week for revision classes and intervention sessions. Year 11 students still demonstrate an excellent level 
of commitment throughout the GCSE exam period, supported by the fantastic staff who continue to give 
up so much of their own time.  

One of the key messages that we press with the Year 11 students during this period is the urge to take risks 
and to try to conquer their fear of failure. Recent studies have shown that school children are becoming 
more anxious and fearful of failure and this has been reinforced by social media which often shows a 
'perfect' world full of airbrushed pictures which are nothing like reality. Against such a background there is 
little wonder that children and young people don't want to take risks in case 
they look a bit silly and get things wrong.    

Yet the point that we continually make here in school is that taking risks is the 
best way to grow and to succeed and this is shown in many 
different examples from many walks of life. The British   
inventor James Dyson, now a multi-millionaire, went 
through 5,126 failed prototypes before creating his dual 
cyclone  vacuum cleaner. He said "The quicker you get 
things wrong, the faster you learn." Another famous British entrepreneur, Richard 
Branson, made the same point when he was asked about the secret of his success - 
"The best entrepreneurs are the ones who are brave enough to try new things and       
resilient enough to learn from their mistakes. Perfectionism is for losers."   

This is particularly important for young people growing up in today's environment, where new           
challenges are to be faced on a daily basis. A recent report found that children today will do seventeen 
different jobs in their working lives, most of which haven't yet been invented. Technology is               
transforming the way that we work and if children are encouraged to take risks and have an adaptable, 
flexible  approach, then they have greater chance of achieving success.   

We hope that Year 11 and our younger students take on board this message. As well as the ongoing GCSE 
exams, Year 7 students are also due to do their exams in the next couple of weeks, following the Year 8 
and 10 students who recently completed their assessments in the exam hall. This final half term is a      
typically busy period, with sports day, reward activities and new Year 7 transition events taking place 
amongst the usual day to day schedule of the school. We appreciate the continued support offered by 
parents and carers that makes the school such a positive place to learn. As ever, if you have any questions 
or concerns about any element of our work here at Elton, please feel free to contact me directly 
at wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk   

Jonathan Willton 

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

GDPR – Important Notice — Reminder 

On the 25th May 2018, the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) replaced the Data Protection Act 1998.  

 

The GDPR requires public authorities and businesses to identify the lawful basis for storing personal data, audit   
information we already hold and take a ‘data protection by design and default’ approach to personal data. It also 
introduces new individual rights relating to personal data, such as the right to erasure or the right to rectification.  

 

Due to this, it is important that we keep comprehensive and up to date records on our students and their contact 
information. This is particularly essential in times of an emergency or where a school wide message requires your 
attention.  

 

To assist us with checking and updating your stored data and in complying with these new regulations, you will have 
received an email from SIMS, with instructions of how to sign up to their app and/or web portal that links directly to 
the school information management system. Here you can see the current personal data that we have for your 
child and can easily inform the school of any changes that are required. It is extremely important that the             
information is updated and returned to school via the app. Instructions of how to sign up to the app are on the   
previous edition of the Elton Times found here. 

 

To learn more about the General Data Protection Regulation, please visit the Information Commissioner’s Office 
website on http://ico.org.uk.  

 
Many thanks for your support with this. Please contact me (Mr Thompson – Data Protection Officer -  

thompsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk) if any further information is required. 

http://www.eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Newsletter-34.pdf
http://ico.org.uk
mailto:thompsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

Key Stage 3 English classes have produced some phenomenal projects in the week  
prior to half term. All students were  given the opportunity to "blast their favourite 
book" out of its pages and to take it on a journey to show the rest of the class how 
fantastic it is- and we have definitely been taken on some unforgettable journeys!   

Well done to everyone who worked so hard- we have thoroughly enjoyed everyone's 
presentations and projects!   



 

 

 

As exam season gets into full swing, we take a brief look back at some examination papers from the last century. While 

some mathematic concepts date back thousands of years, the style in which students are tested on this body of knowledge 

has been subject to considerable change. 

Here are some of the more obvious differences… 

1. Choice of questions to answer 
          Once upon a time, there was an element of choice in which questions to answer. Not so any more. All students 

now have three 80 mark papers to complete. All questions mandatory. Sorry! 

2.  Funny money 

        1971 was the year of decimalisation of the British currency when a pound became 100 new pennies. Prior to that 

a pound was 20 shillings, a shilling twelve pence (pennies) and the smallest division of a penny was a farthing 

(1/4d discontinued in 1956). It was written £/s/d.  

        The circulating British coins were the half crown (2/6), two shillings or florin (2/), shilling (1/), sixpence (6d), 

threepence (3d), penny (1d) and halfpenny (1⁄2d). 

        Confused? Try answering this then from a 1968 O level paper! 

 

3.  A-level topics 

        While it is true to say there are now new areas of mathematics taught and tested at GCSE, back in the day, stu-

dents at age 16 did some maths currently on the A-level curriculum. From the same 1968 paper, we can see a 

question here on integration calculus. They did matrices too. Wow! 

 

4.  Imperial Measures 

       If the money system was not baffling enough, the units of measure were completely different too. 



 

 

5.  Everything was non-calculator (But you could use logs!) 

      Before the invention of calculators, the only alternative to slide rules (a kind of me-

chanical calculator shaped like a ruler was to use tables of logarithms. These were 

published to varying degrees of accuracy. 

Here is a detail from a page of logarithms to 4 figure accuracy - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You would use log tables to answer a question like the one below, on the Summer 1957 paper. 

6.  They were long exams 

Think 1 and a half hours of maths is long?  Think again. 

7.  You had to know your mathematicians! 

I can visualise Top Trumps revision cards with famous mathematicians on them! 



 

 

  8.  Monster questions! 

These days a 6 mark question is as demanding as it gets. 

Here is a sample from 1988, which shows that examiners were happier then to include 

long, densely-worded questions on papers.   Modern GCSE papers, by comparison, are 

much easier to read and contain more diagrams. 



 

 

This week’s problem! 

Email your answer to me at matherj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

for a chance to win those vouchers! 

Thank you 

Miss Mather 



 

 

 

As part of our drive to maintain high standards of presentation we would like to remind 
students and parents that we do not allow students to wear studs of any kind in school. 
This means that no students should be coming into school wearing earrings or nose 
studs. Further to this we are now aware that a few students have had tongue and/or   
belly piercings. All of the above piercings present real health and 
safety issues in the school environment and we ask parents for  
support in the following  points:  

 

 3. If your child has already had a tongue or belly piercing, please make sure that any 
rings/studs are removed during the school day.  

2. Do not allow your child to have a tongue or belly piercing whilst at  school, 

1. Check that your child is not wearing studs/earrings to school, 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday 23rd May, our Year 10 rounders team went to Philips High School to play in The Bury Schools 
Rounders Tournament. It was a glorious afternoon with the sun shining throughout the competition.  Perfect 
rounders conditions! 

 
We played our first game against Bury Grammar School and ran them very closely, losing 1 1/2 to 3 1/2.  We 
then played  Parrenthorn, knowing that we needed to beat them to go the through to the next round of semi 
finals. 

 
We played much better, scoring 5 1/2 and fielding with precision.  The final score was 5 1/2 to 3, meaning 
that we were now in the semi finals. 
 
We played against Woodhey and yet again had a very good batting innings scoring 3 1/2.  Unfortunately, one 
of their players, an England Rounders player, batted incredibly well and their final score was 5. 
Our team should be proud of themselves for getting so far in the competition and they represented the 
school fantastically well! 

 
Team captain Giorgia Sharkey, Caitlin Vadasz, Katie Holt,  Natasha Davis, Molly Magnall, Taryn Entwistle,   
Anastasia Anastasiou, Robyn Jackson, Melissa Hill and Lucy Watson. 



 

 

Congratulations Year 7 boys on their cup final win against  

Woodhey High School.  The final took place in the week before  

half term, with Elton coming out on top as 4-1 winners. 



 

 

 

The next edition of The Elton Times will 

be emailed on Tuesday 19th June 2018. 

As well as the recent success for our Year 7 team, the Year 10 boy’s team 

were also anointed Bury Champions after beating St. Monica’s 5-0 in the 

recent final at Gigg Lane.  It was the team’s third win in the last four 

years and they look forward to  extending their winning sequence into 

Year 11. 


