
 

 

The Elton Times Newsletter No  34 

15th May 2018 

With Year 8 and Year 10 students doing their exams during the past couple of weeks we 
are now heading into the GCSE period. Intervention sessions have been taking place for 
many weeks and Year 11 students have been primed with a number of study activities 
and strategies that they should be using for their home based revision.  

As part of the general theme about maximising achievement, all students have recently 
had   assemblies which looked at the debate about the role of 'talent' in individual 
achievement. Many of the points discussed in the assemblies were based around the 

recent research of the writer Matthew Syed, who  presented some interesting findings in his book called "Bounce". 
Syed looks at examples of great talents from across a wide range of fields.  He 
uses the example of Mozart from the world of music, the example of JK Rowling 
from children's literature and the examples of Serena    Williams and Tiger Woods 
from sport.  Syed argues that these individuals were not particularly blessed with 
extra talent any more than other individuals, though he does accept that they all 
had a general ability to quickly adapt to their chosen areas. Syed has researched 
the backgrounds of all these people and finds that their success is not based on 
talent but on hard work and practice.   

Wolfgang Mozart is used in Syed’s book as a perfect example of a supremely   talented individual, who was composing 
music from the age of five and performing complex music in front of Europe's most powerful royal families by the age 
of six. But Syed notes that Mozart's father was also a musician and he had forced the young Wolfgang to do hours of 
daily practice from the age of three. By the time of his sixth birthday, it is estimated that Wolfgang had clocked up 
3,500 hours of practice. By the same measure, the tennis players Serena and Venus Williams are held up as examples 
of extremely talented sportswomen, whose gift for the sport enabled them to rise to the top of the women's game 
despite their lack of family wealth and lack of resources. But again, Syed looks at their background and describes how 
their father began to train the girls when Venus was four and Serena was three. Training would last up to seven hours 
a day and would involve their father throwing five hundred and fifty tennis balls at them to be hit back, with both girls 
using baseball bats rather than wider tennis rackets.By the time both sisters started to be trained by professional 
coaches when they were around ten years old, they had undergone thousands of hours of practice.    

The main point of his argument is that hard work is far more important than natural ability in leading an individual to 
success. As Alex Ferguson himself said when discussing which of his own players were the very best and the reasons 
for their success - "Hard work.  That's a real talent."  This is the message that we continually try to communicate to the 
students, emphasising that their own success will not be down to whether they are simply 'talented' at a subject, but 
whether they are putting in the hard work and hours required to improve their own levels of performance.    

The exam season continues up to and beyond the forthcoming half term break, with Year 7 exams also being        
scheduled for the middle of June, fitting in with the GCSE timetable. We appreciate the support that parents and carers 
continue to provide in ensuring that the students are prepared for exams in the right manner and we will continue to 
work as closely as possible with yourselves.  I would also like to bring your attention to the new data laws that are 
coming into force, with the checks and updates that are then needed by yourselves.  I ask that you carefully read the 
information from Mr Thompson on the next three pages and check/update the information as soon as possible.  
Thanks for your continuing support and please contact me directly if you have any queries or questions about your 
child's experiences here at Elton - wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk   

Jonathan Wilton 
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On the 25th May 2018, the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) will replace the Data Protection Act 1998.  

 

The GDPR requires public authorities and businesses to identify the lawful basis for storing personal data, audits 
information we already hold and requires us to take a ‘data protection by design and default’ approach to personal 
data. It also introduces new individual rights relating to personal data, such as the right to erasure or the right to 
rectification.  

 

Due to this, it is important that we keep comprehensive and up to date records on our students and their contact 
information. This is particularly essential in times of an emergency or where a school wide message requires your 
attention.  

 

To assist us with checking and updating your stored data and in complying with these new regulations, you will have 
received an email from SIMS, with instructions of how to sign up to their app and/or web portal that links directly to 
the school information management system. Here you will see the current personal data that we have for your child 
and can easily inform the school of any changes that are required. It is extremely important that the information is 
updated and returned to school via the app. Instructions of how to sign up to the app are on the next two pages. 

 

To learn more about the General Data Protection Regulation, please visit the Information Commissioner’s Office 
website on http://ico.org.uk.  

 

Many thanks for your support with this. Please contact me (Mr Thompson – Data Protection Officer -  

thompsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk) if any further information is required. 

http://ico.org.uk
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Instructions for setting up SIMS Parent App 

Instructions for setting up SIMS Parent App 

 

Before you start, some points to note; 
 

- It’s a two stage process - you are required to register first and then install the SIMS Parent App on your 
smart phone or device (or just use the website, if you prefer) 

- Close all other windows during the registration process 
 

- Any usernames/passwords will relate to the account you are using to register for the app (so whatever 
you set up when you created your facebook/twitter/google/Microsoft/etc account) 

Registration Instructions; 

 

Step 1: Open the invitation email that was 
sent from noreply@sims.co.uk to the email 
address you have provided us. Check your junk 
mail if it has not arrived in your Inbox. 

Step 2: Click on the “click 
this link” link within the 
email 
 

Step 3: Choose the account type you 
would like to register with. Be aware 
that SIMS ID can't be used! 

Step 4: Check your name and click on the Register button 

 

Step 5: Answer the security question – this will usually be the date of birth for 
one of your children, following the format of dd/mm/yyyy. For example 
26/02/2005 

Step 6: After clicking on the Verify 
button you might see the 
“Registration – Account Verifica-
tion” screen for a few seconds. That 
is OK 

Step 7: Once complete, you have registered and are logged in to the 
web version of the Parent App 
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From here you have two options. The preferred one is to install the SIMS Parent App from the Google Play store or 
from the Apple store. Alternatively you can use the web version of the Parent App which can be accessed from  

https://www.sims-parent.co.uk. 

 

Setting up the SIMS Parent App; 
 

Step 1: Go to the Google Play store or the Apple store and search for SIMS Parent 
 

Step 2: Install the App... 
 

Step 3: Open the App 

 

Step 4: After the welcome screen you may open the Sign In page. If so then click on the Sign In button which 
will take you back to the page that you saw during registration. On the Choose Account Type page select the op-
tion you registered with and login using your credentials 

 

Step 5: The Parent App welcome screen opens. 
 

From here you can view reports, request updates to contact information, view timetables and see attendance 
information. 

 

Mr Thompson – Data Protection Officer - 

 thompsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

https://www.sims-parent.co.uk/
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All the money raised will be used to provide further outdoor equipment 
for breaks and lunches. 

If students have any suggestions about how the money might be used, 
please speak to Form Tutors or Learning Coordinators to share ideas. 

on Monday 21st May 2018. 

Wear your own clothes to school for a minimum donation of £1. 



 

 

 

 

0 Zero Hour, Mark Walden 

1 One of Us, Jeannie Waudby 

2 Public Enemy Number Two 

3 Three of Diamonds, Anthony Horowitz 

4 Four Children, Jacqueline Wilson 

5 Five Things They Never Told Me, Rebecca Westcott 

6 Six Hours, Pete Johnson 

7 Cell 7, Kerry Drewery 

8 VIII, H.M. Castor 

9 The Rise of Nine, Pittacus Lore 

10 Ten Things I Hate About Me, Randa Abdel-Fattah 

11 11 Birthdays, Wendy Maas 

12 The Magnificent 12, Michael Grant 

13 13 Hours, Narinder Dhami 

14 ????? 

15 Girl, 15: Charming But Insane, Sue Limb  

16 Sweet Sixteen, Francesca Jeffries 

17 Seventeen Secrets of the Karma Club, Karen McCombie 

18 ????? 

19 Nineteen Eighty-Four, George Orwell 

20 Twenty Thousand Leagues Under The Sea, Jules Verne 

21 Virus 21, Jonny Zucker 

 

To celebrate the first National Numeracy Day on 16th May I have searched the Learning Resource Centre 

for fiction books with numbers in their titles, but there are two missing from my list! Can you think of 

book titles for these numbers and help me fill the gaps? Email your answers to   

barkerc@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk.  
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  DO DON’T 

1 Plan your revision in advance. Aim to do a 
little (20-30 minutes) daily in the lead-up 
to the test. 

Leave revision until a couple of days before the exam.  Try to 
cram in as much information as you can the night before, staying 
up late. 

2 Be targeted in what you revised. Focus on 
a limited number of topics you feel less 
secure with. 

Don't do either of these… 

  Try to revise everything -  you haven't enough time 

 Practise lots and lots of questions you already know how 
to do well -  there is precisely no learning value in doing 
this 

3 Check that your equipment set is com-
plete and that your calculator is set cor-
rectly before the test. 

Find out midway through your test that you don't have a        
protractor, and that your calculator is giving you a strange      
answer because it is in the wrong mode. 

4 Take time to read, and re-read the ques-
tions carefully.  Underline or highlight any 
key words in the question. 

Read the question once only, as quickly as you can. 

5 Keep an eye on the clock. Remember 
time-management is an important factor.  
You only have about one minute per 
mark on a test paper. 

Struggle heroically for a long time on a single question until you 
get the right answer.  Then find out you have no time left at the 
end to answer 4 questions you could have nailed. 

6 Set out your answer carefully, showing 
step-by-step every calculation you are 
doing to arrive at your final answer. 

Type several calculations into your calculator but only write 
down the final answer on your test paper - you will lose all of 
your method marks this way 

7 Make an attempt to answer the question, 
even if you are not at all sure what you 
are doing.  Mark schemes are looking to 
award marks, not penalise students 

Leave answers blank. 

  

Guess how many marks you get for a blank answer? 

8 Behave according to the guidelines for 
conduct in exam situations. 

Attempt to communicate with another student when you are in 
the exam venue.   You will quickly find yourself disqualified. 

9 If you have time spare at the end of the 
test, check and recheck your answers.  
Did you read the question carefully? Did 
you show all your working out? Have I left 
any answers blank? 

Close your exam paper 30 minutes before the end of the test, 
satisfied in the knowledge that you have answered all that you 
can. Time for a nap. 

10 Sense-check your answers.  Do they make 
sense? 

Write down whatever is on your calculator display on the answer 
line, without applying any common sense checks. Would the 
price of a packet of cornflakes really be £363? Would the speed 
of an aircraft really be 25 miles per hour? Would the average age 
of people in a survey be 137? 

10 Do's and Don'ts of Exam 

Technique 



 

 

 

Last week’s problem: 

Think about this one VERY carefully!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winner: Theo Gallagher (Year 7)! Well done!! Come and see me in Room 18 for your prize!! 

 

This week’s problem! 

 

 

Email your answer to me at matherj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk for a chance to win those 

vouchers! 

Thank you 

Miss Mather 



 

 

With GCSE examinations beginning this week, work is continuing in school to ensure that all students 

are prepared for the unique challenges of this period. Study spaces are available at lunchtime and 

after school and our programme of intervention after school and during holidays will continue.      

Students will also have immersion sessions with subject teachers immediately before each exam. 

EXAMS: THE FINAL COUNTDOWN 

HOLIDAY INTERVENTIONS 

Please be mindful of the following dates when planning activities for year 11 students (some sessions 

may be aimed at particular teaching groups; letters will be sent home to make attendance                  

requirements clear). 

Saturday 19th 
May: 10am to 
12pm 

Tuesday 29th 
May: 9am to 
12pm 

Weds 30th  
May: 9am 
to 12pm 

Weds 30th  
May: 1pm 
to 4pm 

Thurs 31st 
May: 10am 
to 12pm 

Fri 1st June: 
10am to 
12pm 

Saturday 9th 
June: 11am 
to 1pm 

English Litera-
ture 

Science History Geography English Maths Maths 

HOW TO STUDY AT HOME 
 

CHALLENGE: Choose to revise the content you don’t know yet, or find difficult. 
CHANGE: Make sure you are doing something with information – not just reading it.  
REWARD: Make sure that breaks and treats are planned into your revision sessions.  

 
MANAGING PRESSURE 

 
Lots of advice on dealing with exam stress is available on the NHS Choices website. If you 

have any last-minute concerns, please speak to Miss Alexander. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Religious Education: Invent Your Own Day of  

Celebration!  

During recent RE, lessons, Year 7 students were asked to invent their own day of celebration in 30 minutes! 
They had to explain the history and structure of their day, the food that would be eaten, as well as creating and 
performing an associated song and dance.  Their favourite part was demonstrating the outfits that would be 
worn on their special day- all made out of binliners!     

The groups put forward some exceptional ideas; all worthy of being recognised as days of celebration in their 
own right.  Ideas included: National Water Day, Friendship Day, Pet Day, Pizza Day, Fashion Day, Dino Day, All 
Religions Day and Kids Day.  

Well done Year 7! Amazing creativity all round!  



 

 

 

  

In April, a range of students from Years 7-10 were able to watch plays in French and Spanish performed by 
the Onatti Theatre Company. There was excellent audience participation and students engaged superbly with 
the plays that were performed completely in target language, and were a credit to our school.  

Here are some photos from the performances: 



 

 

New Players in all positions needed as we move from 9 a side to 11 a side – you can 

start training now and will play competitive friendlies over summer before the next 

season starts 

If you are now in Year 7 moving to Year 8 next year please have your parent/guardian 
contact the manager Gary on 07794 366605 or email at ggreally@btinternet.com 

Our home matches are played at the Barracks, Bexley Drive off Bolton Road in Bury 

and Westbury Sports Club has multiple teams up to Under 18s and good facilities 

All players get equal game time during matches with me and my  approach is to enjoy 

and have fun whilst you play and train and you will stay with the same Group as you 

move up in age 

If you have always wanted to try football but thought it was too late or was once in a 

team but gave up and fancy another try get in touch 

Westbury is the closest community sports club to Elton High School so it would be 

good to have a few from the same school in the team 

 

http://www.westburysportsclub.org.uk/ 
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Eleni Gregoriou 7S 
Elliea Hickey 7T 

Ellie Aspinall 9N 

With our school planner being updated for the 

new academic year, students in KS3 Art lessons 

have been invited to design the front covers 

for the new format.  We received dozens and 

dozens of outstanding pieces of work, with the 

winning designs shown over these two pages. 



 

 

Caitlin Smith 9H 

Hannah Melia 9H 

The next edition of The Elton Times will 

be emailed on Tuesday 5th June 2018. 


